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PREFACE. 


A  few  words  are  necessary  to  account  for  the  appearance  of 
this  work  at  thia  time,  and  for  the  connoetion  of  the  present 
Editor  with  its  publication. 

A  Society  of  Alumni  of  the  University  of  Virginia  was  formed 
in  1838,  At  their  Annual  Meeting  in  1852,  it  waa  suggested, 
as  a  desideratum,  that  some  fuller  and  more  complete  history  of 
tlie  Institution  than  any  as  yet  extant  should  be  compiled,  and 
that  the  duty  of  its  preparation  might  properly  he  assumed  by 
the  Society  itself.  In  the  discussion  which  arose  they  were  told, 
that  the  leaat  known  hut  not  the  least  interesting  portion  of  such 
history  would  be  a  narrative  of  the  ewrly  efforts  which  led  to  its 
establishment;  and  that  this  could  not  be  written  without  the  use 
of  ccrt^n  papers  in  the  possession  of  the  then  Hector,  who  was 
himself  a  principal  actor  in  those  scenes.  The  correspondenoe 
between  himself  and  Mr.  Jefferson  gave  ample  details  of  those 
efforts,  and  several  judicious  persons  who  had  been  favored  with  a 
perusal  thought  the  letters  worthy  of  separate  publication.  An 
informal  request  to  that  effect  had  heretofore  been  declined  by 
Mr.  Cabell,  who  thought  that  such  a  step  would  hardly  be  be- 
coming in  his  life-time.  On  being  again  urged  from  this  quarter, 
he  gave  a  reluctant  consent,  with  certain  provisions.  Not  all  of 
the  letters  related  to  the  University.  Some  of  them  entire,  and 
parts  of  others,  were  either  confidential  or  touched  on  matters  no 
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loDger  of  public  interest.  When  these  were  separated  from  the 
mass,  and  a  fair  transciipt  mjiile  of  the  remaimior,  as  also  of 
certoia  other  documents,  hoth  printed  and  manuscript,  deemed 
perUnent  to  tte  main  object,  something,  ho  thought,  was  yet 
wanting  ia  the  way  of  elucidation.  This,  Mr.  Cabell  had  pro- 
mised to  supply  at  his  loisure  from  his  own  reminiseenceb,  aided 
by  other  papers  in  hia  possession  and  the  oimtemporary  public 
journals.  Enquiiy  was  occasionally  raaJe  aa  to  his  progress,  but 
he  had  never  found  time  for  entering  on  a  task  which  was  rather 
foreign    to  hia   then    pursuits. 

Eeeling,  at  length,  that  he  had  incurred  an  obligation  whicli, 
if  to  be  fulfilled  at  all,  must  be  attended  to  without  further 
delay,  he  deyolycd  the  editorial  duty  proper  on  a  fiiend,  to  whom 
for  that  purpose  he  gave  free  access  to  all  his  books  and  papers. 
Much  time  and  labor  were  spent  in  examining  these  collateral 
sources,  but  with  no  corresponding  result.  Brequent  and  abundant 
confirmation  of  the  statements  of  the  test  came  under  his  notice, 
yet  little  that  was  new.  The  deficiency  will,  bowever,  be  slightly 
felt.  The  lelters,  for  tite  most  part,  explain  t7i«mselves.  The 
Editor  has  therefore,  in  general,  limited  his  task  to  the  humble 
duty  of  esplainiog,  by  the  use  of  notes  or  connecting  narratiTe, 
Bucb  allusions  to  places,  persons,  or  current  events,  as  would  other- 
wiae  be  obscure  or  unintelligible  to  the  general  reader.  Where 
he  has  deviated  from  this  plan,  the  reason  will  either  bo  obvious 
or  expressly  stated.  The  additional  information  contained  in  the 
Introduction,  it  was  also  thought,  might  be  not  nnacoeptable. 
Mr.  Cabell's  proposed  contribution — in  the  form  of  Eeeollcctions  of 
his  intercourse  with  Jlr.  J.  on  this  subject — -was  postponed  until 
he  was  seized  with  the  lingering  indisposition  which  at  length 
proved  fatal.  The  Editor,  who  had  occasionally  heard  from  him 
characteristic  anecdotea  of  Mr.  J.,  cannot  but  regret  this  omission 
on   the  reader's  account. 
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A  few  of  the  I  tt  of  Mr  J  ff  on  in  the  follow  Dg  ser  es 
tmy  also  1  f o  n  1  n  tte  two  1  1  as  of  h  i  works  wh  h  Lavo 
alrcaly  ippea  el  I)  t  not  enou^l  to  mpa  the  ntere'it  of  the 
reader  n  the  Corre  pu  d  uco  a"  a  whole  He  w  H  il  o  hd  e  n  jde 
some  prpgreiw  n  tie  je  us  1  Vefore  he  letocta  a  y  reference  to 
the  Un  verb  ty  which  thereafter  eo  t  nues  to  be  almost  tl  e  sole 
topic  Tl  13  earlier  po  t  on  s  reta  ned  as  serving  to  «hew  tow 
the  reli  ua  lictwe  q  the  p  t  es  g  v  p  anl  were  maiur  d  nto 
cnnfilence  anl  w  11  th  9  prepare  he  re  der  for  tie  sequel  Tie 
letters  of  51  Cahell  t  nee  1  se^ro  ly  ho  sa  1  wore  wr  ttcn  w  th 
out  (he  r  a  ofc  st  ew  to  pull  at  on  ma  y  of  then  u  ler  the 
J  c  T  oi  t  t  qU  or  of  the  p  1 1  c  d  t  es  and  w  th  fl  e  sole 
p  Tpo>«o  of  g  V  n^  li  a  cor  e  [  ond  t  tl  e  ea  !  est  or  h  ost  at  fa.c 
tory  ntall  Q  nee  of  the  p  Oj^rega  f  the  a  o  wl  eh  ea  h  had  so 
mu  h  at  hea  t  They  w  II  1  e  re  d  of  course  i  r  n  j  ally  fo  the  r 
mitte  yet  w  11  tl  eir  un  tud  ed  character  g  p  the  n  i  j  e  ent 
anl  1  fe  1  Le  nterest  wl  ich  otten  evaporates  f  om  nior  f o  m  1 
doeume  ts  ind  ther  stjle  las  been  tlo  ^ht  n  t  Til  lly  unworthy 
of  t!  e  assoc  at  on  n  wl  h  they  w  11  he  found  Those  of  Mr 
Jefferson  t  is  hcl  v  d  p  c  ent  e  t  t  ts  of  the  pat  ot  and 
of  the  man  n  as  favorable  t  ot  a  n  r  att  act  ve  1  Jat  th  n 
does  any  former  piil  1  cat    n 
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The  Universitj  of  Yirginia,  wiiiLh  was  npcDed  for  the  reception 
of  students  in  tlie  epriog  of  1825,  has  now  been  in  regular  ope- 
ration for  more  than  thirty  years.  The  hody  of  tiiose  wlio  huve 
here  received  instruction,  has  varied  with  the  state  of  the  times 
and  other  eircumstanceB,  hut  has,  on  the  wLole,  pnigressively 
increased,  until  for  several  years  past  it  has  exceeded  fiie  liun- 
dred  in  niimher,  Of  the  thousands  who  lave  paitaken  of  its 
advantages,  many  ha^e  acquitted  theniaclvea  honorably  in  the  va- 
rious walks  of  ptivato  life;  and  not  a  few  have  been  disiinguished 
in  the  pub'io  service  of  tliis  and  other  States.  With  a  popu- 
larity already  greater  than  that  of  any  olher  ioBtitation  of  learn- 
ing in  the  southern  division  of  our  Union,  its  capacities  for  use- 
fulness have  been  recently  enlarged  and  with  improved  pioppects 
for  the  future. 

"While  these  and  other  considerations  have  of  late  years  excited 
a  renewed  interest  in  its  history,  no  detailed  and  connected  nar- 
rative adequate  to  the  present  demand  has  as  yet  been  supplied. 
The  actors  in  its  earliest  scenes  have  nearly  all  left  the  stage ; 
the  traditions  of  their  doings  are  fading  away;  the  printed  docu- 
ments which  would  illustrafe  these,  hdie  heen  dispersed  through 
volumes  or  pamphlets  not  generally  aecessihle,  and  others  of  like 
character  have  remained  in  manusciipt.  To  the  two  ktter  classes 
have  heretofore  helongCEl  the  following  Corresp-ndence  and  the  pa- 
pers appended.  They  are  here  erahndied  and  offered  to  the  puhlie 
with  the  view  of  moetlng  a  supposed  wa.nt  of  the  friends  of  edu- 
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cation  in  our  country.  They  may  not,  perhaps,  in  strictness  te 
called  a  history  of  the  UniYersity,  but  they  do  contain  the  most 
material  facts  which  would  go  to  the  composition  of  sucli  a  work; 
and  while  it  must  be  left  to  other  hands  to  digest  these  into  a 
regular  form,  it  is  believed  that  the  volume  possesses  an  interest 
of  its  own,  independent  of  the  feet  that  it  seta  before  us  the 
names  and  servioea  of  its  more  active  iriends  during  the  era  which 


That  to  Thomas  JEETEasoN  the  State  of  Virginia  is  principally 
indebted  for  her  University,  is  generally  known.  As  one  of  hia 
chief  titles  to  the  remembrance  of  posterity,  it  is  engraved  on  hia 
tomb.  But  few  are  aware  of  the  origin  of  the  idea,  of  the  suc- 
cessive atepa  in  its  realization,  of  the  singular  unity  and  tenacity 
of  hia  purpose  in  relation  thereto,  and  of  the  length  of  time  du- 
ring which  it  was  maturing.  But  few  of  his  contemporaries  were 
apprised,  and  still  fewer  of  the  present  generation  Lave  been  in- 
formed of  the  labors  necessary  fo  prepare  the  public  mind  for  auch 
a  measure. 

The  colonial  annals  of  Virginia  inform  us  that  an  University 
was  contemplated  by  the  early  adventurers,  with  a  liberal  endow- 
ment of  lands  at  least;  but  that  the  project,  after  an  auspicious 
commencement,  was  defeated  by  the  massacre  of  1623,  which 
threatened  the  extinction  of  the  colony,  and  by  other  causes.  It 
was  not  until  1692,  that  the  college  of  William  &  Mary  was  es- 
tablished, which,  having  been  endowed  in  part  by  public  author- 
ity, in  part  by  private  benefactions,  at  home  and  from  abroad, 
continued  for  several  generations  the  sole  seat  of  higher  learning 
among  us.  In  that  capacity  it  was  eminently  useful,  though  dis- 
tinguished less  for  the  number  than  for  the  character  and  attain- 
ments of  ita  alumni,  The  variety  and  extent  of  culture  here 
received  were,  perhaps,  as  great  as  could  have  been  expected  when 
the  utilitarian  cast  of  the  general  pursuits  of  our  citizens  is  re- 
garded; though  both  of  the  former  were  outgrown  in  the  progress 
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of  Boc  olj  before  !l  e  ne  Jful  ch  Dgcs  -ind  ad  i  tons  were  made. 
It  wjs  pr  bab  J  ow  ng  to  the  pec  !  ar  ons  u  on  of  tbat  oc  ety, 
an  1  to  the  fluctutt  g  charac  er  f  our  popukt  on  that  tcholastie 
edac  n  other  tl  an  colle^ale  was  left  to  private  interest  or  o  I- 
vilaal  e  t  rpr  ae  IVb  le  i  fo  tunite  few  rete  ved  this  part  of  f  1  e  r 
Isciloe  b  oad,  we  le  ni  aho  fon  r  1  alio  autl  o  y,  tl  t  Here 
were  a,  number  of  cseelleut  chssicai  scbools  wi'bin  the  colony. 
And,  be  it  said  to  their  hoflor,  that  many  of  these  wi.ro  con 
ducted  by  oleveymcn  of  the  Eslal  hah  d  Church,  who,  we  may  prc- 
sume  were  well  quihficd  for  this  part  of  thtir  function  by  their 
educit  n  in  foreij,n  Universities  Mr  Jefferson  bim'^lf  a9><ures 
u?  that  the  m  as  oi  edm,j.ti  n  in  "V  i^inia  before  the  Ecvolution, 
phoed  her  with  the  fo  emost  of  her  tister  colonic ■<,*  though  for  a 
time  afterwards  it  had  much  declined 

It  was  not  that  the  importance  of  this  matter  was  under-valued 
by  the  public  luthoiitici  nbo  were  well  aware  that  the  purity, 
nay  the  life  anl  permanen  e  of  reiuhlican  institutioEs  must  depend 
en  the  inleOigeice  tf  the  pe  pie  bo  early  as  1776,  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Assembly  for  a  general  revision  of  the  lawa, 
took  the  subject  into  consileratnn  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was 
one  of  that  cimmittee  propo'<ed  a  general  system  of  education  for 
the  whole  fctite  inclul  n^,  cataU  "hments  of  three  grades;  1.  Pri- 
mary Schools  2  Academies  and  Colleges;  3.  An  Univercity, 
The  measure  was  not  letel  on  until  1796,  when  only  the  bill 
authcn?irig  cleraenfiry  schools  to  be  established  at  public  charge 
was  passed  an  1  even  that  becan  e  inoperative  from  its  execution 
hav  Oj,  been  left  optional  wilh  the  county  courts.j-  The  attention 
of  the  Legislature  was  afterwards  and  repeatedly  called  to  the  subject 
by  several  incumbents  of  the  Executive  chair,  in  their  annua! 
messages:  as  by  Governor  Monroe,  in  1801,  and  again  1802;  by 

*  Soo  Letters  CIV.  of  the  foUovfing  aeries, 
f  Writinga  of  T.  Jefferson,  I.  38,  40. 
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Governor  CaMl  in  1806  and  180«;  and  still  more  urgently  by 
Governor  Tyler  lu  1809  and  1810.  In  January  of  tbis  latter 
year,  it  was  tbat  the  Literary  Fund  of  Virginia  hiid  originated  in 
a  "  bill  to  appropriate  certain  esclieata,  penalties  and  forfeitures 
to  the  encouragement  of  learning."  In  a  few  years  it  had  consid- 
erably increased  from  these  and  other  soarceSj  since  when  ita 
administration  has  becomo  a  regular  department  cf  our  State 
GoTcrnment. 

The  EevisoTs  in  1776  had  Buggesled  the  adoption  and  further 
endowioeot  of   William    &    Mary  College    as    the    University  of 
e  rendered   more  appropriate  the  title 
by  te&y      An     b  n  h 

n  d  b  d         b  h       hy 

u      y      I       ad    m  n 

n      a  d   by  u  w       d 


ff       d 
f  wh    h 


the  State; 

which  would 

Wli    t 

»               ca 

t 

n     h     h 

g    d  to 

b    n        d 

P       J 

pub          p 

wul 

h  w 

9    b   n 

dn     b« 

n   ts    u 

adMMAteW  0 

tera  -o  Euliop  Madison,  Dr.  Stylea,  D.  Eitteahouse,  sud  Mi.  BbIIidi. 
tingE  I.  8^8,  II.  335,  I.  257,  43i,  326. 
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furraer  we  leirn  that  ilthougli  ot  fireif^n  Lni¥ei''iic?  lii,  f,ive 
the  palm  to  Edinburgh  and  (leneva  the  lesult  of  his  obnervilions 
was  a  connction  th  t  European  disc  pline  could  not  supply  the 
peculiar  wants  of  Amciicans  even  if  it  filled  to  c  irupt  and  per 
Tert  them  and  especially  that  for  Virginians  a  S  uthorn  eJuca 
tion  was  jieferahlc  to  sich  as  wi*  to  be  had  at  the  North 

Hcnco  tl  e  necessity  of  removing  the  teuij  tation  to  go  dbr  ad  in 
pismiit  cf  such  in  oljcct  h)  sajplyng  the  jntins  ot  ita  attain 
ment  at  ho  ne  On  the  failure  of  that  part  of  hia  scheme  which 
lehted  lo  'Willnni  d.  Blary  he  did  not  surrender  his  general 
purpose  as  hcpelc^is  There  is  reason  to  behcTe  th  t  from  in 
early  per  oil  he  look  d  foiwaid  to  the  ultimate  establishment  of  a 
new  institution  in  a  more  eligible  situation  on  i  novel  ind  com 
prehenaive  phn  bettci  suiled  to  modern  society  and  to  the  wants 
of  our  own  society  in  particulai  untrammellel  by  i.ror  engage 
mentB  and  antiquatel  pr  judieos  ml  thtt  for  yeira  he  wis  per 
feet  n^  !  la  i!eT<  of  sith  a  plan  Vad  at  on  time  thei  ijpiared 
a  hope  of  its  cailj  fulfillment  It  is  a  sjmi'what  rcuarkable  fact 
that  in  1794  owing  to  some  dissatisfaction  witli  the  political  state 
of  the  canton  several  of  the  leading  professors  of  the  coll  ge  ol 
Geneva  jrojoied  to  Mr  Jefferson  to  transfci  tbemsehes  in  a  body 
to  T  1  ^  ni  should  the  measuie  receive  tbo  countenance  and  pat 
ronagc  of  the  Sliie  Mr  J  soundei  tlio  Legislature  jr  nther 
certain  of  its  leading  members  through  his  fiiend  Col  Nicholas 
The  project  wis  thought  desi  able  but  ittended  with  difScultios 
which  mide  it  piemafuio  if  fKasiblc  at  all    and     t  was  dropped'* 

&till  the  pr  nc  pil  ol  ect  was  n  t  foigotteu  ml  he  wis  con 
tent  to  1  dsten  more  slowly  and  in  another  mode  In  J  nuary 
ISQO  lie  thus  wiites  t  Dr  Piifatlj  who  hilconeto  tlic  United 
Stitcs  SIX  jparo  bef  re    and  settlel  in  Peonsylviuia 
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"How  sincerely  I  Bave  regretted  thit  jonir  friend,  before  lie 
fixed  hia  elioiee  of  a  position,  did  not  Tisit  tin,  \a!lcy9  on  eicli  side 
of  the  iidge  m  Virginia,  as  Mr  Midibon  and  n  jsclf  so  much  wit'h 
ed  But  since  you  would  nit  maliG  it  yrur  country  by  adop- 

tion, you  must  now  do  it  by  youi  good  officer — oiil  of  which  I 
have  tn  prnpo-ie  to  ym  '  After  lefeiring  to  the  College  of  AVil 
Inji  &,  Maiy  tht.  ciuaes  \thn,h  unfitted  it  for  the  thiei  '^eml 
nary  of  the  State  he  idJs  "Vie  wish  to  estibhsh,  m  the 
uppu  countiy  nnd  moie  ccntrdlly  for  the  State,  an  Univeraity 
on  a,  pUn  so  brrad  and  I  bcral  ^nd  mffl'in,*  a's  to  bo  woHii  pa- 
troaihing  with  the  publio  suppoit,  and  be  a  temptition  to  the 
youth  of  other  Statei  to  eome  aid  diitik  ot  tin,  cup  of  know 
ledge,  aod  fiaternm,  with  u?  Tha  hist  step  is  to  obtain  a  good 
plan,  that  is,  a  ludiuous  "iLlGction  of  the  suences,  and  a  prae 
lioabie  grouping  of  igneof  them  together,  and  nnnfjingof  otli 
era,  «J  as  to  adapt  the  profe'fsoi^hip^j  to  oui  u=e«  and  our  means 
In  an  institution  meant  chitfly  for  usp,  some  blanches  of  science, 
formerly  esteenitd,  may  be  now  omitted ,  so  mny  otbcis  now 
valued  in  Europi,  but  uscle&s  (o  us  for  agps  to  come '  "  Now 

there  is   no  one  to  whom   this    subj  et   is   &o  familiar  as  yourself 
lo  you,  therefoie,   we  addie'.s  our  solieitalions  '  "We 

sbouH  propose  that  the  piofessors  follow  no  other  cilhng,  ao  that 
thtii  whole  lime  miy  be  guen  to  their  leadecical  lunctions, 
and  tee  bhouM  ]»opose  to  diavi  fi<m  Evi<pe  the  first  ihmac 
tera  m  science,  hj  conn  hrahle  temptotiont,  vihuh  Konld  not 
fteerf  to  he  repealed  aftm  th  first  set  should  have  piepaied  fit 
gneiesi.ofs,  and  f/tien  reputation  to  the  mBlilution  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  give  you  all  thia  trouble  of  my  own  hcnd  that  would 
be  an  ig-iuce  It  hjs  been  the  'ubiet-t  of  consultation  amovg 
the  ahhit  and  Kijhe-'t  (hiiracUrs  if  oiii  Slati',  ^lio  nnlv  wilt 
for  a  plan  to  make  a  joint,  ind,  I  hope  a  successful  effort  to  §et 
the  thmg  carriei   into  effect  '      Works,  IV    311 

Again,  in  February,  1803,  in  a  letter  to  Jl.  Pictet,  one  of  the 
Genevcao  professors,  who  had  proposed  the  transfer  to  Virginia, 
we  find   the  following ; 

"I  rejoice  that  the  opinion  which  I  gave  yon  on    the  removal 
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h  tl  er  proved  usefa!  I  knew  t  was  not  aa^e  for  301  to  take 
sn  h  a  s  ep  no  il  t  could  be  d  ne  on  &ure  ground  I  boi.ed 
at  the  line  ll  at  son  e  cinil  hares  wl  ch  we  e  at  the  d  spo=aI 
of  Ceneril  Wis!  gf  n  n  ^ht  lave  teen  II  ed  owa  d  the 
eatabl  sliraeDt  of  a  ^<m  1  sen  n  j  of  1  am  ng  but  1  e  hjd  ai 
re  dy  proceeded  too  far  on  anoll  er  pkn  to  (.hange  th  d  rec 
tion      I  Ja  e   st  ll  h  d    o  si     tl/  w  to  p  opose  to  tie  Lb 

g  slatare  of  Y  J  a  the  est  bl  si  t  oj  ne  <n  s  I  ge  a 
tcalf  as  ovr  pre  ent  c  un  t  n  es  KonJl  -req  e  0  le  r  But 
as  yet  no  favoralle  m on  ent  has  oeeurel  In  the  meanwli  le 
I  am  eodea  oring  to  procu  e  mater  als  for  a  goo  I  plan  W  th 
th  s  w  t  am  to  ask  the  fa  or  of  jou  to  ^  ve  me  a  sl  et  h  of 
the  b  a  olies  of  PC  ence  aught  n  jour  ol  e  e  a  1  1  ow  they 
are  bn  el  am  nj,   the  p  of  s&ors  i   ur   s      csafu    expe 

r  e  oe  n  the  s  r  bu  n  of  bus  ess  w  H  le  a  a  uable  a"  ^^ 
to  us  who  are  w  thout  esp    1  noe         Wis  IV  4b 

I     A  ^ust    TS14  wlen   at  leu  th    su    e  s  was  n  ^re      n   pros 
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m  y       inp  t    tly  i      b  1  I  ■^    b  cl  Ij 

mt  d    f  m  ly  1  f  t     1    d  T         bj    t     f   tl 

t     b     fc    th  h  1  1      f         f  1  lid 

I  f    h      m  1]  t        tnb        f  p    fes  p      bl  d   th  t 

J   >  f        lly     lupl  J  1  i3  f  ft    t  til  t    t  p 

bl     g     1       "\^  I      t    t  k  if    t   f      t!         t    d 

tion  of  this   institation."      Wor7cs,  VI.  371. 

The  germ  of  tbe  University  was  an  incorporated  Academy, 
authorized  by  law  to  lie  established  in  the  county  of  Albemarle, 
■with  funds  to  be  raised  by  a  lotfj?ry,  and  by  private  subscrip- 
tion. The  contributions  from  tbia  souree,  whea  once  begun, 
having  been  both  more  spaecfy  and  liberal  than  was  expected,  it 
was  enlarged  by  the  same  authority  into  an  institution  of  higher 
grade,  known  as  the  Central  College;  and  before  either  Acade- 
my or  College  had  gone  into  operatiouj  the  latcer  wna  adopted 
by  tbe  State,  liberally  endowed  and  expanded  into  the  scat  of 
science,  now   known   as   tbe  University  of  Virginia. 

As  these  several  steps  were  probably  both  foreseen  and  de- 
signed, if.  becomes  a  mafter  of  some  interest  to  trace  the  grada- 
tions by  wtich  they  were  reached.  The  earliest  mention,  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  of  such  an  Academy,  as  yet  discovered,  appears 
in  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  Albemarle, 
dated  Annapolis,  December  81st,  1783,  which  also  throws  a 
ligbt  on   the  then  state  of  education  in  our  countij  : 

"Just  before  I  loft  AlbcniarJe,  a  proposition  was  starttid  for 
establishing  there  a  grammar  school.  You  were  so  kind  as  to 
teil  me  you  would  write  aie  the  progress  of  the  propjsition;  on 
my  part  I  was  to  enquire  for  a  tutor.  To  this  I  have  not  been 
inattentive.  I  enquired  at  Princeton,  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  but 
ho  informed  me  that  that  coll  ego  was  but  just  getting  to- 
gether again,  and  that  no  such  pei"son  could,  of  course,  be  had 
there.  I  enquired  in  Philadelphia  for  some  literary  character 
of  the  Irish  nation  in  that  city.  There  was  none  such ;  and 
in   tiie  course  of  my  enquiries  I  was   informed    that  learning  is 
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but  little  eultivaleil  there,  ant!  that  few  persons  have  ever  beeu 
tnowQ  lo  corae  from  that  nation  as  tutors.  I  concluded,  on  the 
whole,  tiiGB,  if  the  scheme  should  ho  carried  on  and  fixed  un  so 
firm  a  hasia  as  that  we  might,  on  its  faith,  venture  to  bring  a 
man  from  hia  own  country,  it  would  be  beat  for  mo  to  interest 
some  person  in  Scotland  to  encjage  a  fcood  one.  From  that  coun- 
try we  are  sui'eat  of  having  sober,  atlcntiye  men.  Hnweier,  this 
must  await  your  information." 

It  was  not,  however,  until  the  year  IBOii,  that  a  charter  was 
granted  tor  this  purpose,  which  was  amended  by  another  act  of 
the  same  or  sunceeding  session.  Still,  from  whatever  cause,  no 
efficient  action  Reems  to  have  been  talicn  in  the  matter  until 
tUe  spring  of  1814,  wbea  Mr.  Jefferson,  now  again  a  private 
citizen,  was  elected  one  of  the  trustees,  and  Peter  Carr  was  ap- 
pointed their  President.  A  part  of  these  early  proceedings  may 
be  found  in  our  Appendix  A.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  Mr. 
J.  addressed  to  Jlr.  Carr  a  letter,  suggesting  a  plaa  as  proper 
to  be  pursued  by  them  in  the  beginning,  and  giving,  in  some 
detail,  his  views  of  the  general  subject.  As  this  letter  was  not 
only  published  and  widely  read,  but  is  believed  to  have  had  no 
little  influence  on  the  fortunes  of  education  in  Virginia,  it  also 
appears  in  our  Appendix  B.  The  promptness  and  liberality 
with  which  the  people  of  Albemarle  seconded  the  trustees  with 
their  subsoriptioBs,  induced  them  at  once  to  essay  the  enlarge- 
ment of  theii'  academy  into  a  college.  Another  favorable  circum- 
stance was,  that  shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Say,  the  Political  Eco- 
nomist, had  intimated  to  Mr.  Jefferson  a  willingness  to  remove 
to  Virgiiiii,  and  to  Albemarle — in  which  case  Mr.  J.  hoped  he 
might  be  engaged  as  one  of  the  professors,  with  other  eminent 
wen  whom  he  had  in  vii-w  as  his  colleagues.* 

A   petition    to   the    Legislature  for    the  further  endowment   of 

«  Sea  lett«r  SX.  tn/ra,  and  Works  VI,  405. 
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tteir  academy  witli  a  specific  public  fund,  and  for  its  incnrpo- 
iration  as  a  College,  was  accoid'ugly  prepared  sod  F(Et  d(wn,* 
wilh  other  explanatory  papers,  but  f'roui  some  couso  was  with- 
held rnitil  the  succeeding  sesiion.  Mr.  J.  willing,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1815,  to  Mr.  Cabell,  who  was  then  the  Senator  from  his 
distiict,  eomniends  the  papers  to  hia  care,  and  the  sulijett  to 
his  patronage,  with  this  emphatic  declaration  ;  "  Wc  had  always 
counted  on  i/ou  us  the  main  jiiUar  of  their  iitppori"  His 
confidence  was  not  misplaced.  An  act  for  estdblL'-hing  the  Cen- 
tral   College  was  passed    Pthruary   14th|   1816. | 

The  Visitors  Erst  named  by  (he  Executive,  in  Octuber  of 
that  jear,  were  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  Madison,  James  Mon- 
roe, Joseph  0.  Cubell,  John  H.  Cocke,  and  David  lYafaon.  The 
8th  of  April,  1817,  had  been  proposed  as  the  day  of  their  first 
meeting.  Oidy  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Cahell  and  G-eneral  Coche  at- 
tended. These  three  having  examined  various  sites,  which  had 
been  proposed  for  the  College  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlottesville, 
made  a  conditional  choice  and  purchase  of  the  present  location, 
which  was  approved  and  ratified  by  Messrs.  Madison  and  Monroe, 
at    their    nest  meeting,  on    the  5th  of  3Iay.J     Measures  were  Im- 

*  Tlic  original  has  not  baen  fouad,  but  for  a  aynopaia  of  its  contents,  sea 
ippendis  C. 

^  Seo  Appendix  D. 

JTiiese  and  other  proceedings  of  thu  Visitors,  Tiitli  Mr.  J.'s  report  of 
them  to  the  Exeoutive,  may  be  found  in  Appen  lis  E.  It  mnj  here  be  men- 
tiaued,  that  contemponneaualy  with  tlie  iietitian  of  tlie  trustees,  given  in 
Appendix  C,  another  petition,  signed  b;  147  citizens  of  Albemarle,  woa 
offered  to  the  AGsembl;,  pi  aymg  the  postage  of  a  luir  authoriz  ng  a  sum  to 
be  mised,  by  lattery,  sufBuent  lor  tlie  purchase  of  the  kotise  then  occupied 
by  Tnpletl  T.  Stiles,  m  the  ullage  of  ChailolUsviHe,  for  the  establishment  and 
use  of  an  Atadomy.  This  bii!  ding,  tlien  called  "the  Stone  Tavern,"  is  now 
the  older  part  of  the  Monticelio  House.  This  proposal,  Ihougti  fuTored  at  first, 
was  finally  rej  so  ted,  lest  it  might  conflict  with  the  inteiests  of  the  College. 
The  pnrehaae  of  it  was  left  optional  with  the  trustees,  who  preferred  the 
p.  e^ent  xite,  not  as  being  t)ie  on:  most  eligible,  but  the  best  that  oonld  then 
be  obtained. 
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*"We  nnilerstdnd,  that  ngreenbly  to  ftppointment  the  fiest  stone  of  the 
Central  College  wm  laid,  at  ChiirlotlesTille,  on  Mouilay  last,  (the  eth,)  and 
that  with  ail  the  eercraony  and  eolemnity  due  to  «uch  an  ocoiision.  The 
aoeiety  of  Free  Masons,  and  a  large  compnny  of  oitiiPns,  attended.  The  scene 
was  graced  by  tlio  presence  of  Thomas  lefferwn  and  Jamos  >ladison,  lato 
Presidenta  of  llie  United  Slates,  and  of  Jaraee  Monroe,  the  aetaal  PresideiiL" 
Ricltmond  Enquirer,  of  October  lO/A,  1817. 

f  The  names  <if  subsoribers,  witb  the  sums  coutribnted,  trill  be  found  in 
AppcnJis  P. 
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eould  DO  longer  combat  tlicse  opposiog  influences  ty  tis  personal 
preeenoe  and  solicitation. 

Tiiere  were  yet  other  and  formidable  obstacles  to  success.  The 
mass  of  our  people,  and  most  of  their  representulives,  had  very 
inadequate  ideas  of  the  nature  and  requirements  of  suth  an  in- 
stitution. Vii^inia  had  already  provided,  in  her  literary  fund, 
ample  means  for  its  establishment;  but  opinions  were  divided  ae 
to  the  proper  direction  of  its  proceeds,  and  the  aid  to  bo  ex- 
pected from  this  quarter  might  be  doled  out  with  grudging 
hand,  by  piece-mcal,  year  after  year,  aeeording  to  (he  varying 
temper  and  complexion  of  the  Legislature.  To  enlighten  the  pub- 
lic mind  as  to  the  need  of  an  institution  on  a  larger  scale  than 
bad  before  been  Isnown  among  us,  and  commensurate  wilh  the 
growing  wants  of  the  community:  to  show  how  much  we  had 
BuEFered  for  the  want  of  it:  to  conciliate  rival  interests,  or  sueh 
as  thought  themselves  likely  to  be  injured :  to  alky  thf  bitter- 
ness of  ancient  political  animosities,  and  quiet  ncctarijn  distrust: 
to  stimuhfe  the  luke-warm,  and  encourage  the  timid  politician: 
to  guide  the  willing  and  teep  the  friendly  steadfast;  all  this, 
and  more  must  be  done.  Enough,  indeed,  there  was  to  require 
tho  co-operation  of  the  liberal  and  patriotic  of  all  parties.  Nor 
coald  this  be  effected  or  maintained  unless  some  one  would  ac- 
cept or  assume  the  duties  of  a  leader,  the  proper  discharge' of 
which  would  demand  a  steadfast  zeal  and  discretion  not  unlike 
thoso  of  Mr.  Jefferson  himself. 

As  Mr.  CaboU  was  assigned  to  this  post  by  express  invilation 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  the  seeming  concurrence  uf  others,  tho  rea- 
der may  desire  to  know  something  of  the  antecedents  of  one  who 
nndertcok  the  arduous  enterprise,  and  conducted  it  to  a  success- 
ful issue. 
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Jisrrn  CiKHNGroN  f  aslll  tbp  tlud  son  ind  f  urfli  child  of 
his  p&reDN  was  born  Be  ember  2%  1778,  at  ihei  rc&ileuce 
afteiwardi  knowa  as  Libeity  Hall  on  James  iiver,  m  ^el  on 
county  tbca  a  pirt  of  Ambpr'^t  Hi?  fatber  was  Col  Nicholas 
Oabeil  a  gentleima  wbo  eB^-jjjed  in  tbe  military  beivice  of  tbe 
State  eirly  la  tb  Eeyolutioa  an]  at  t  liter  lay  sat  durin^  aev 
eial  terms  in  the  Senate  of  lugiai  His  mother  ii-i  llannab 
dauj,liter  of  Col  (Teor^e  (jiinn^ton  of  Cumberland  seyeial  of 
whose  sons  were  aloo  known  as  public  men  of  the  Keiulutionary 
era  Mi  OabpU  s  early  education  was  received  eitbcr  in  bia 
fether  s  bouBo  or  at  eubools  held  in  the  immediate  vicinity  His 
instructi  n  in  the  dtssics  and  aciencci  wps  also  commenced  heie 
thoTijjh  c  ntinucd  it  two  othei  ^ohoola  the  one  on  the  northera 
boidei  of  the  county  the  ofhei  in  the  ail  ominu;  county  of  Albe 
marie  and  not  fai  frim  the  pi  '^ent  \ilhge  of  Warien  In  1795, 
he  was  sent  to  Himjden  Sidney  College,  but  this  in'^titution, 
from  the  want  of  i  permanent  heal  anl  othpr  causes  leng  then 
in  a  dejre  sel  cnn  IitioB  be  remimed  theie  lut  ■\  angle  teim 
In  the  aituran  of  1796  he  betcok  himself  to  \\  lOnm  &.  Mary 
wbero  he  [jears  from  the  first  to  lave  attracts  I  tie  rej^ai  Is  of 
the  venerable  President,  B  shop  Malison  in  an  unusual  dcgiee 
By  h  s  oDunael  and  asaihtance  a  (omprebensive  plan  f  eulture 
■nas  hii  down  and  m  st  diligently  puisuod,  ant  ju  1798  he 
graduated  with  honor  la  a  class  a  laij.e  proioiUon  ot  whose  mem 
bers  aftciwards  lo^e  to  distiactioa 

Ilavin^  selected  the  law  as  h  s  prcfesaion  lie  tulicl  ilunnjr 
two  years  m  Amherst  in  the  office  of  h  i  elder  b  other  then  a 
popular  ad\ocate  and  wl  o  aftprwaida  rose  to  the  hit,hest  seat 
loth  in  the  Executive  aad  Julici  ly  of  Viiginia  In  the  fall  of 
ISOO  ho  returned  to  Williamsburg  ind  attended  the  lectures  of 
Judge  Tucker   then  Profeaaor  of  Law  la  the  College      At.  the  exptra 
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tion  cf  thi,  term  ho  tirao  to  Kichmond,  propo'tm^  tr  comfkte  the 
course  of  reading,  jiep^ratorj  in  the  office  of  the  lite  DiiiiU  Call 
He  had  been  here  lut  i  shoit  time,  whtn  his  hcahh,  ■fthich  had 
latteilj  been  dLJiLnte,  suddenly  failed,  and  all  ^tudy  was  suspended 

A  voja^jo  to  South  Oaiulina,  a  ■winters  resilcm^  m  Chtileston, 
and  teturn  hy  land,  a  iiait  t)  the  Virginia  8j.ring8,  and  several 
escuisioii'i  ou  hoi'sehack  to  Other  pails  of  the  State,  were  ill  tried 
without  materul  benefit  to  hia  heilth  Fueads  -ind  phjiii,nns 
now  ad^Hed  a  winters  le^idence  in  the  south  of  lianco  But  a, 
late  enibaiLatiin  and  i  long  Tojige  brought  tho  end  of  Fehiuiry, 
1803,  when  hi.  lanltd  at  Buideaus,  and  with  strength  so  injpiiied, 
that  two  nfher  mmlh^  wtro  '*pent  m  recmiiing,  dftei  'Vihiih  he 
proceeded  directly  to  Vani  Ho  lemamed  three  years  abroad, 
instead  cf  one,  is  he  hid  piopoatd  Much  tf  the  time  was  spent 
m  the  inotiopoha  or  vicinily,  and  in  the  society  of  the  Anieiicin 
Embassy,  from  the  eeieral  and  auccessive  chiefs  of  which  he 
received  the  most  kind  and  fiieodty  iltentions  Ho  aho  tra 
versed  Fnnee  m  various  directions,  besides  tiding  the  tour  of 
Switzeiland  and  Ilily,  jnd  i  short  escuision  to  Holland  and  Eng 
land  Hia  heilth  was  not  jet  such  aa  to  permit  i  ittum  to  rcg 
ular  study ,  but  his  thirst  f ii  knowledge  bting  unabited  =ou^ht 
gntificitun  in  the  soriety  of  karncl  and  intelhp,ent  pei^oni  wiih 
aeveril  of  whom  he  ift  is  on  teiiu'i  of  intimicy,  as  wttl  as  in  giniril 
observation. 

Parficulai  circumstances  al»o  seemed  to  diiect  his  ittention  to 
the  sulject  of  education,  and  tho  establiibments  provided  for  its 
maiatenance  in  those  eountnes  Thus  the  winter  after  his  arri- 
val was  'pent  in  Montpthcr,  where  Iheie  was  a  University  cele- 
brated foi  Its  legaid  to  tbo  naturil  sciences  He  here  bocamo 
favorably  known  to  more  than  one  of  the  piofesbors,  and  through 
them  to  the  savans  ind  aathoiitioa  of  seveiil  of  the  Universities 
of  Italy,  IS  It  Milan,  Piiui,  Rome    and  Naplc,  at  all  of  which 
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places  he  male  somo  stay  the  stite  of  S(i  nee  ii  il  eJ  ication 
beins;  a  prinupiil  subject  of  Lis  enqiiries  While  in  STitzetlacd 
he  ■vife  ed  Tverlun  and  on  confeicieo  with  the  eelsibrated  Pea 
talozzi  ind  csamimtiun  oi  his  sj  tern  in,  wis  s  much  nt  uck 
With  eeitain  of  his  improvements  in  pumiiy  m  tiuction  L  t  long 
afterwarla  he  song,ht  to  hive  them  n iturdlized  m  "^  ir„  uit  When 
in  Holhi  I  and  }<jn(,lanl  he  dil  not  fjil  to  vwt  the  TJaiVLr=itics 
of  Leyden  Oxkid  ind  lambrid,je  TVhile  m  Montfeli  r  be  also 
atten  !ed  a  course  of  lectures  on  Botany  which  stimulated  his 
taste  f  r  the  mtmal  sciences  generally  and  tbo  lalber  that  these 
being  illnstnlcl  by  ex[ennients  or  c  llections  of  speuiuens  some 
knowledge  of  them  might  he  obt  m  d  without  a  close  apphcalion 
to  b  oha  wh  oh  was  s  dl  interd  cted  to  him  He  accord  n  Jy  at- 
tended thp  kctures  of  (  uvi  r  Vanquelin,  Thenard  and  other  pro 
fesbors  of  tho  (,ollet,e  f  Trance  during  the  latter  part  of  hta 
sqjoun  in  Pans  The  recollection  of  tl  eso  thi  ^■i  no  loubt, 
animaled  his  zeal  in  after  jcaii  when  endeavoring  to  sccme  4 
home  f  r  tl  e  ^cience=i  in  his  natue  Stitc'* 

Hr.  Cabell  left  France  with  renovated  health,  the  18th  April, 
1806,  and  landed  in  New  York  the  18th  of  May.  After  some 
stay  in  this  and  the  interincdiate  cities,  he  came  on  to  Washing- 
ton, bringing  letters  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  whom  he  was  now  intro- 
duced for  the  first  time,  although  he  had  cherished  an  hereditary 
admiration  for  his  political  principles.  The  manners  and  conversa- 
tion of  his  young  countryman  seem  to  have  left  a  favorable  im- 
pression on  the  mind  of  the  President,  who,  in  the  course  of  this 
and  the  nest  year,  made  him  varioTia  offers  of  honorable  employ- 
ment,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  all  of  which,  however,  were  de- 


*  Several  of  the  facts  here  montioned,  ara  refeitrcd  to  in  tlie  second  Letter 
of  the  follonlag  series. 
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It  jI  vu  w  ]i  pos  J  to  tl  ink  )t  tb  a  a&  fu  js  my  little  tfl  rta 
or  mean^  will  ^n  you  will  not  find  me  wmting  I  wouli  Lootribute 
with  pleasure  tosucb  \a  Ije^t  when  I  eould  fo  I  confident  tint  every 
iittle  adijnce  we  mide  would  not  be  lost  and  tliit  we  should  not  be 
dependent  on  li  ream  stances  lor  the  prLiorvation  ot  any  (.ollectiou 
wbich  we  m  glit  h'nc  it  in  uui  ]  ower  to  form 

IleilU—  The  Preydeat  has  feen  so  enn-ii^el  that  I  have  had 
but  lit  le  opportun  tj  of  tonverhiTg  wilh  him  on  tl  i?  sibjLCt  but 
fiom  what  I  hdve  bei.n  able  to  diaw  from  Lim  he  thinks  tlo  attempt 
premature    * 

A  peculiar  iDtiraacj  ^ul^^ttl  between  tln.sc  gcntlempn  nii„ma 
ting  m  boyhood  and  continued  w  tt  ut  intertijtion  thinugh  ifter 
years  We  might  infer  tlien  that  such  an  appeal  would  not  jiasa 
unheeded  or  he  ha  tily  dismiaaed  aa  tlie  efFisnn  f  fDO  partiil 
tnend  hip  and  there  is  i  ca'^n  to  1  elieve  th  it  it  wa"!  not  fit,  ttcn 
when  the  day  for  action  had  airivcd 

Ml  ta>ell  enterel  the  House  of  Dtlegates  in  lb09  whue  he 
remained  for  two  y^aiB,  when  ]e  was  tiansferred  to  the  Senate  o£ 
which  body  he  cont  nned  a  menbei  thtoQgbout  tht,  enti  e  period 
embraced  ly  the  tollowin^  ccircprndenci,  "Du  ing  the  c  ily  ypirs 
of  hia  servic  ,  the  foreign  iclitiona  of  the  country  wer(  ii  a  dia 
turbed  state  aad  the  attention  of  the  Leg  ^htuie  was  called  to 
subjects  then  deemed  of  more  preaaing  mteiest  than  tho  endow 
ment  of  a  new  institution  for  the  parj-oses  of  education  The 
Iiteiary  Fund  of  "Vuginn  however  dates  back  to  thia  era,  and 
Mr  Cjbell  was  of  the  committee  ■which  waa  ordered  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  its  eatablishment.-|- 


*  To  a  direct  apiilicadou  "of  Mr.  De  la  Coste,  Mr.  Jefferson  mado  a  similar 
rcptj.     Works,  T.  79. 

I  OriJered,  that  leave  be  giTen  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  appropriate  certain 
escheals,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  to  the  oncourngoment  of  learning;"  and 
that  Me-SiS.  Noland,  Preeton,  Peyton,  Stevenson,  Johnson,  (of  Isle  of  Wigbt) 
Cliubjme,  Jeffiies,  Bkckbume,  Stanarcl,  (of  Spoltsjlvanm)  Archer,  (of  Nor- 
folk Borough)  MoCampbell,  Laidley,  BerksJiire,  and  Cabell,  do  prepare  and 
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We  have  seen  above,  wheo  and  how  it  was,  that  Mr.  Cabell,  on 
the  overture  of  Mr.  JeffersOD,  was  enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  Central 
College,  and  tbencc  of  the  University.  The  following  paragraphs 
from  a  paper  drawn  up  by  himself,  pending  an  application  for 
money  to  complete  the  buildings,  furnisti  a  saiiimary  of  events 
relating  thereto,  and  offer  substantial  reasons  for  an  enlarged  plan 
and  a  liberal  and  prompt  endowment : 

Session  1815-16.  The  balance  of  the  debt  duo  from  the  General 
Government,  with  certain  exceptions,  was  appropriated  to  public 
education.  And  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fnnd 
were  required  to  report  the  plan  of  a  University  to  the  Assembly  at 
its  nest  session. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1816,  they  addressed  letters  of  enqniry 
as  to  a  system  of  public  education  embracing  a  University,  to  literary 
men  throughout  the  United  States. 

At  the  session  of  1816-17,  the  President  and  Directors  made  an 
able  report  to  the  Assembly,  with  Ite  answers  of  tie  learned  men 
annexed.  At  the  same  session,  a  bill  containing  a  complete  system 
of  native  education,  and  embracing  a  University,  passed  the  House  of 
Delegates,  and  was  lost  in  the  Senate.  The  bill  creating  the  Central 
College,  containing  the  plan  of  a  University  in  fact,  but  without 
giving  adequate  funds,  bad  passed  at  a  previons  session.  Both  these 
circumstances  presented  the  subject  of  a  University  fully  before  the 
pnbiic  mind.  But  to  draw  forth  the  sense  of  the  State,  when  the 
University  bill  failed  in  the  Senate,  at  the  session  of  18i6-17,  the 
pamphlet  entitled  "  Sundry  documents  on  the  subject  of  a  system  of 
public  education,"  was  ordered  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be 
printed  and  distributed.  The  paoiphlet  was  circulated  through  the, 
whole  State  in  the  course  of  the  year  lf;17. 


bring  in  the  same,"  December  13tL,  1809.  Journal  of  House  of  Delegates, 
1809-10,  p.  25. 

Mr.  Nolantl  presented,  according  to  oiiJer,  "  A  bill  to  appropriate  certain 
eSclieatB,  penallies,  nad  forl'eituves,  to  the  encouragement  of  learning."  Jan- 
uary 19,  1810.    lb.  p.  74. 

Tliis  bill,  thongh  pceeented  bj  another,  it  now  appears,  was  draivu  bj  Mr. 
James  Barbour. 
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At  the  seBsion  of  1817-1'*  the  General  Asbembly  pi^^aed  tte  bil! 
for  tho  erection  of  a  UniYersity  and  for  the  educ^tun  rf  tlie  p  or 
After  long  and  patient  discussion  and  mvettigation  it  wis  decided 
not  to  interfere  with  education  except  m  the  pointi  where  it  could 
not  safely  he  left  to  individual  enterprise,  via :  in  the  case  of  persons 
too  poor  to  pay  for  it  themselves,  and  in  that  where  the  expense  and 
magnitude  of  the  suhject  deSed  individual  enterprise,  as  in  the  case  of 
a  University.  By  the  act  creating  the  University,  an  enlightened 
hody  of  commission  era  were  called  from,  all  the  senatorial  districts  of 
the  State,  to  recommend  the  beat  site  and  the  proper  plan  for  a 
University, 

In  the  summer  of  1818,  these  com miasi oners  met  at  Eockfish  Gap, 
and  in  a  report,  which  has  done  honor  to  the  State,  and  heen  ad- 
mired over  the  Union,  recommended  a  plan  for  tho  University, 
embracing  ten  professorships,  and  the  requisite  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  professors  and  the  students. 

At  the  session  of  1818—19,  the  Legislature  located  the  University 
at  the  Central  College,  and  sanctioned  the  plan  recommended  hy  the 
University  commissioners. 

This  measure  of  the  State  was  hailed  with  enthnsiaBm  in  the 
States  west  and  south  of  ns,  as  well  as  from  every  part  of  our  own 
State.  Every  account  convinced  the  Visitors  that  the  number  of 
students  would  be  great,  if  the  institution  eould  be  promptly  and 
completely  carried  into  effect.  Waiving  other  considerations,  it  was 
deemed  wise  policy,  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  to  hasten  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  scheme.  Tho  more  complete  the  institution,  the 
greater  the  number  of  students,  and  the  greater  the  number  of  stu- 
dents, the  more  considerable  would  be  that  important  portion  of  the 
revenues  of  the  institution  dependent  on  free  tuition.  Consequently 
the  leas  would  the  State  be  compelled  to  pay  in  the  form  of  fixed 
salaries.  The  demand  for  professors  of  talents  in  the  United  States 
ia  greater  than  tho  supply,  Virginia,  in  order  to  secure  them, 
must  offer  all  the  advantages  held  out  by  other  SbitflS.  If  she  does 
not  wi.sh  to  pay  high  fixed  salaries,  she  must  make  up  the  deficiency 
by  fees  of  tuition,  and  this  can  only  be  effected  by  a  completely 
equipped  institution. 

Again  the  Legislatures  of  neighboring  States  are  making  rapid 
advances  in  the  organization  and  endowment  of  similar  institutions, 
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and  vt  IS  important  tli'jt  ViigiDn  should  f^pt  h*,r  Univefify  into  the 
literary  inirket  before  them  Fiom  all  parts  of  the  State  e^ptes'-ions 
of  impjtience  have  icacbed  tho  Vi^itois  Under  these  circumHUncca 
the  \i->itois  have  pushed  foiward  the  buildings  as  fwt  as  the  funda 
would  ndrait  It  now  is  to  be  decided  whether  the  A  i^ilors  sh  11  be 
subtiined  m  these  Mews,  bj  a  further  appropriation  Tbit  almdy 
made  is  inadequite,  and  no  ono  could  aspect  it  to  be  adequate  Ihe 
funds  hive  thus  fui  been  eeoncniiciUj  applied,  and  a  faiihtul  accrunt 
rendered  of  all  disbuiiements  A  partut  apj ropriation  to  i  Univtr- 
Bitj  IS  like  <fc  piitijl  appropriation  to  a  canal  or  turnpilic  road  The 
oapHal  icmains  eoniparatnely  unproductive  till  the  work  11  finished 
Without  a  foither  appiopnation,  the  institnlion  wdl  eieep  slowly 
along,  will  be  stamped  with  an  inferior  chaiacter,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  piocure  able  men  as  professors,  the  Stale  will  ha\e  to  pay  high 
fixed  salaiiea  for  them,  the  inatitutions  of  tto  neigbborinn  Stales 
wilt  lower  o\ er  the  Unn eisitj  of  Vu gini i,  draw mg  aw  ly  tht, 
ciowd  of  students  and  the  iblest  professors  ' 

The  leniamder  of  this  hiitorj  dunng  the  first  decade  from  its 
origin,  mny  be  gitbered  from  the  ftllowing  correspondence  and 
tho  documents  appended,  eap'cnily  fiom  the  reports  of  Mr  Jef- 
ferson If  Rector  Fiom  them  ilso  will  the  attentive  leader  be 
enabled  to  judge  of  the  pirt  borne  by  Mr  Cabcil,  m  this  patri 
otic  enterpiise  Enough  will  appeir,  we  doibt  not,  to  conobi-rale 
the  loluntiry  testimony  offered  [y  a  Icllow  senitoi,  to  the  'value 
jf  his  seivices  in  the  ioUowiiig 

Eitvaet  from  Gen  Dide  a  speei-h  in  tlie  fcei  ate  of  V  rgmift  in  support  of 
the  toi  veiition  t)  II  'session  18^7-8  See  Lonetitutional  Whig  of  Mftii.li 
Utb,  1628 

"Ml  Spec?!.' r  ^I  fearfiom  1  rem  11k  which  has  fallen  from  my 
friend  fnm  Ncl&on,  (Mr  Cabcil)  I  may  have  said  something  that 
wounded  his  sensibility  If  I  did  so,  I  assure  kim,  and  tne  Senile, 
that  I  did  not  intend  it  I  would  not  wantonly  as&ad  any  member, 
and  surely  the  gentleman  has  given  me  no  cau=o  In  the  course  of 
the  rem  lilts  of  the  member  from  Ntlsrn,  upon  an  amendment 
offered  to  tbn  bill,  he  said  he  believed  hia  cjn  tituents  wished  the 
pahsige  of  a  bill  submitting  the  question  ot  a  convention  to  the 
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people ;  and  altlimigh  he  wis  himoelf  opposi-l  li  f  U  bound  to  oVy 
their  will.  1  hail  tho  dn,larafii)a  aa  oue  ot  the  aouadust  repubhcin 
principles;  so  long  as  it  h  cherished,  our  Com  men  wealth  13  safe 
Tho  gentleman  has  since  said,  'that  jltUough  he  idmits  tha,t  his  con 
slituen'.s  wished  the  submission  ot  the  questnn,  he  was  compelkd  to 
vote  against  this  bill;  having  failed  to  intioluoe  it  in  the  (^uvrds  pio- 
vided  in  bis  a-nondments  In  doing  tliH  he  \\ouli!  lely  upon  hi3 
country  on  this  occasion,  for  the  coricetneiS  of  his  course,  is  he  had 
done  on  many  former  occisions      It  would  do  him  m^itiLe 

Sir,  he  deserves  well  ot  hi9  country,  his  couutry  w  li  do  tim 
justice  or  be  ungrateful.  1  hi\e  served  with  this  gemkmio  seven 
teen  years;  niue  of  them  m  the  Senile  I  havo  witnessed  his  toila, 
his  exertions  in  the  cause  of  lifciatuie  and  internal  improvement  If 
aught  of  good  has  come,  or  will  coma,  of  th^se  two  greit  objects  of 
legislative  patronage,  as  I  dm  assured  theie  mil,  bi'^  country  must  do 
him  justice;  his  nime  is  iilentifit,J  with  thorn  If  aught  of  good 
proceeds  from  ihe  UnlTcisity,  the  p  iile  and  glory  ot  \  iiginu,  the 
member  from  Nelson  cannit  be  forgotten,  foi  he,  m  primotmg  that 
t  of  wisdom  and  tiste,  wiy  soLjad  only  to  the  ijimottil 


Mr.  Oaholl  was  a  Visitor  of  the  University  from  tlie  begin- 
ning. He  succeeded  Mr.  Madison  as  Rector  in  July,  183  J,  and 
held  the  post  for  two  years,  when  he  resigned,  Mr.  Johnson  being 
appointed  his  suecessor.  On  Mr.  Johnson's  resignation  in  1815, 
Mr.  Cabell  was  lo -appointed,  and  continued  in  oifice  until  his 
death,  in  February,   1856.* 

It  ia  proper  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that  though  perhaps  the  most 
active,  he  was  not  the  sole  champion  of  this  cause  before  the 
representAtivea  of  the   people.     In  the  following  letters  it  will  be 


*  After  the  doso  of  thU  oorrespondenoe,  Mr  Caljell  sevvaiJ  out  his  term  in 
the  SuDate,  retiring  in  tlie  spring  of  1S:!9.  lie  re-entered  tbs  Huuse  of  Dele- 
giitea  in  1831,  wiili  the  vien  of  prea^iig  the  claims  of  the  James  Bjver  Caoa), 
ami  left  in  183J.  11a  was  than  elected  the  l^resideut  of  that  Cumpaa>-,  anil 
after  coiitinuin);  in  oMce  nearly  eleven  yeara,  retirei)  to  [ii'ivatu  lilu,  i-uomuiug 
only  his  couuexiou  with  the  Uuifcrsltj. 
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found,  that  he  miles  frequent,  and  tonoritle,  and  moit  giateful 
mention  of  the  services  of  others  If,  in  this  connesicn,  the 
thanks  of  posteiity  are  piincipally  due  to  Mr  Jeffersjn  ind  Mr 
Cabi-ll,  it  should  not  be  iorgotten  that  they  had  mcst  ofiitieut  eo 
adjutors,  as  Messrs  Witson,  Bioadnax,  Simuel  lijloi,  R 
Morrig,  (of  Hinover,!  Goidoo,  Stevcu'scn  inl  many  otheis  finni 
the  East,  and  Juhnsoii,  Bildwic,  Blackburn,  and  abu^e  ill,  i 
Breckeniidge  liom  the  West 


S^  Occasional  references  to  each  edition  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Works 
will  he  found  in  our  notes;  to  that  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Randolph  as  his 
"  Writings ;"  to  that  of  Professor  Washington  aa  his  "  Works." 
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THOMAS  JEFFERSON  AND  JOSEPH  C.  CABELL, 


EELiTINC,  PRINGIPAlLr,  TO  THE  IINIVEESITY  OF  VIRGINIA. 


T.  J.  TO   J.  0.  0. 

MoKTioELio,  June  27,  1810. 
Dear  Sia, — I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  Judge  Cooper,  of 
Pennsylvania,  a  political  refugee  with  Dr.  Priestly  from  the 
fires  and  mofcs  of  Birmingham.  He  is  one  of  the  ablest  men 
in  America,  and  that  in  several  branches  of  science.  The 
law  opinion  which  he  mentions,  I  have  received,  and  a  more 
luminous  one  has  not  been  seen.  It  will  produce  a  revolution 
of  opinion  on  the  question  treated;  not  in  the  present  day, 
because  old  lawyers^  like  old  physicians,  and  other  old  men, 
never  change  opinions  which  it  has  cost  them  the  whole  labors 
of  their  youth  to  form ;  but  when  the  young  lawyers  get  on 
the  bench,  they  will  carry  Cooper's  doctrine  with  them.*    The 

*  Wliat  tiiB  particular  opinion  or  doctrlno  here  referred  io  wag,  cannot  be 
gatbered  from  the  oontoiLt.  On  the  receipt  of  Mv.  Cabell'a  reply,  Mr.  J. 
responded  to  Judge  Coopar,  and  from  that  letter,  which  appears  in  his  col- 
lected "Works,"  V.  530,  we  leara  that  it  was  contained  in  a  report  of  lie 
oase  of  "Dempsyu.  The  Inanrers,"  which  had  probably  been  before  Jndge 
C.  in  his  court  in  PennsylTania. 
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best  pieces  on  political  econijiny  which  have  been  written  in 
this  country  were  bj  Cooper.  He  is  a  great  chemist,  and  now 
proposes  to  resume  his  mineral ogical  studies;  on  this  subject, 
you  will  perceive  that  he  wishes  a  correspondent  in  our  State. 
I  tnow  nobody  to  whom  I  can  so  advantageonsly  commit  him 
as  to  yourself.  My  information  in  mineralogy  dates  with  Lin- 
nsens,  and  like  other  old  men  I  have  lost  the  ardor  of  science, 
and  permitted  egoism  to  qualify  all  its  pursuits.  I  add 
another  word  to  Cooper's  question,  "mihi  cui  bono?"  but  at 
your  time  of  life  I  should  have  jumped  at  such  a  correspon- 
dent aa  Cooper;  will  you  accept  of  him?  You  will  be  of 
mutual  value  to  each  other.  Would  you  rather  begin  the 
correspondence  by  a  reference  to  the  enclosed  letter  and  ask- 
ing a  more  particular  communication  of  his  wishes?  or  shall  I 
desire  him  to  write  to  you  first?  My  answer  shall  be  shaped 
to  your  own,  and  therefore  awaits  it.  Be  so  good  as  to  return 
me  the  inclosed,  and  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  friendship 
and  respect. 

Th:  Jeffebsoh. 

Mr.  Cabell. 


J.  C.  C.  TO  T.  J. 

Edsewood,*  23d  July,  1810. 
Dear  Sie, — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  friendly 
and  obliging  letter  which  you  wrote  me  on  the  27th  of  last 
month,  together  with  the  one  enclosed  from  Judge  Cooper,  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  yourself,  of  10th  of  May;  and  I  feel  some 
anxiety  of  mind  least  the  tardiness  of  my  reply  to  you  may 
be  the  cause  of  procrastinating  yours  to  Judge  Cooper  much 
longer  than  may  he  agreeable  to  you.  But,  as  I  did  not  reach 
this  from  below  till  it  was  entirely  too  late  to  consider  the 
interesting  proposition  you  have  made  me,  and  to  write  you 


«Mr.  O.'e 


r  the  then  Tillage  of  Warminster  m  Nelso 
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the  result  by  the  last  mail,  yon  will  do  me  the  justice  to  regitrd 
this  as  the  earliest  reply  ivhich  it  has  teen  in  my  power  to 
send  you. 

The  selection  which  you  make  of  me,  among  the  njimeroas 
persona  to  'vvhora.  you  no  doubt  have  directed  your  looks  on 
this  occasion,  is  a  circumstance  that  does  me  honor;  but  it  ia 
an  honorable  notice  to  which  I  am  not  entitled.  Anil  tho 
friendship  which  you  discover  in  the  style  of  your  Jetter  mukoa 
the  most  agreeable  impression  on  tfiy  feelings. 

It  would  be  very  acceptable  to  me  to  enter  into  the  corres- 
pondence proposed  with  Judge  Cooper:  and  doubtless  as 
advantageous  aa  you  suppose.  But  there  ia  a  sine  qud  non 
wanting  on  my  part.  It  is  a  sufScient  knowledge  of  the 
science  of  mineralogy  in  general,  and  leisure  to  explore  the 
country,  and  make  the  requisite  collections.  In  the  first  I  am 
deficient,  and  the  second  I  could  not  promise  myself  with  the 
least  confidence. 

When  I  went  to  Europe,  my  health  was  in  too  feeble  a  state 
to  support  even  the  effort  of  reading,  and  I  found  myself  in  a 
situation  that  called  for  a  new  source  of  mental  recreation  and 
improvement.  There  was  also  a  chasm  in  the  little  circle  of 
science  which  I  had  commenced  in  America  that  was  yet  to 
be  filled  up.  Prance,  moreover,  presented  to  my  view  all  the 
branches  of  Natural  History,  under  the  aspect  of  new  and 
captivating  splendor.  These  causes  directed  my  attention  to 
the  natural  sciences.  I  attended  Mr.  Delamethrie'a  course. 
I  traveled  with  Mr.  Maclure  over  the  mountains  of  Auvergne 
and  the  Alps,  and  assisted  him  to  make  collections,  I  bought 
a  small  cabinet  in  Paris,  and  a  box  of  about  one  hundred 
specimens  of  volcanic  substances  thrown  out  by  Mount  Vesu- 
vius. The  book  which  I  read  (and  that  only  in  part)  was 
Erochant's  Werner,  But  my  health  was  often  so  feeble, 
and  my  mind  was  so  occupied  by  an  infinite  variety  of 
objects,  and,  in  short,  my  studies  were  so  subordinate  to  my 
main  object  of  traveling,  that  I  found  myself,  on  leaving 
France,  only  in  possession  of  some  elementary  notions  and  a 
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small  cabinet  of  minerals,  respectable  enough  for  a  private 
individual,  all  of  which  were  valuable  only  as  presenting  the 
means  of  future  improvement. 

It  was  never  my  object  to  aim  at  extensive  attainments  in 
mineralogy,  nor  did  I  fee!  certain  that  my  future  pursuits  in 
America  would  afford  leisure  to  indulge  the  feelings  of  an 
ams^tQur.  However,  I  thought  I  Would  be  provided  for  every 
event,  and  brought  my  cabinet  along. 

Since  my  return,  I  have  become  involved  in  the  usual  pur- 
suits of  Virginians,  and  my  mind  has  been  totally  abstracted 
from  Natural  History.  Instead  of  exploring  the  country  and 
adding  to  my  collection,  I  have  actually  lost  a  portion  of  tho 
small  stock  of  knowledge  which  I  brought  home  with  me. 
Foreseeing  the  situation  in  which  I  should  stand  for  some 
years  at  least,  and  not  wishing  to  act  the  part  of  the  dog  in 
■^^  manger,  I  lent  my  cabinet  of  minerals  to  William  and 
■Marif  CoJlege,  and  my  herbarium  to  Mr.  Girardin,*  not  long 
after  i  g^fc  back  to  Virginia.  The  time  of  the  loan  has  ex- 
Bi^efJ,  my  ffeation  is  becoming  rather  more  favorable  for  such 
-piir^^ijis,  and  i  thinly  of  bringing  home  my  little  scientific 
tr.eaawrep  jji  the  course  of  next  spring.  But  judging  from  the 
■Bast^  aiid  considering  the  nature  of  my  pursuits,  and  the  pro- 
'^feje  coijseqnences  to  which  they  will  lead,  I  shall  have 
ygpv  little  time  for  mineralogy.  Ignorant  as  I  am  of  the 
science  »*  1'*'^  *™^'  ^^'^  promising  myself  but  littlo  improve- 
ment in  fuiire,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  enter  into  an  engage- 
ment with  »  maH  of  science  at  a  distance,  which  to  be  complied 
fmh  woold  retpire  conBiderable  attention,  and  many  and  long 
liir^eys  ovev  the  country.  An  additional  reason  is,  that  I 
AmMy^^i^^  similar  obligations  to  some  friends,  and  my 
SiUty,t1>  comply  with  them  has  cost  me  severe  feehngs  of 
W^     JEIote  these  circumstances,  I  have  only  to  request 

«  At  tto  tiPO  X^i^M  l6»'  »  P'-ofesBor  in  T7illiam  and  Mury  College,  but 
^tertaSrSflJ  Milton,  ,Ubema.-le,  ..her.  to  became  the  oo.tian.Wr 
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you  to  refer  Judge  Cooper  to  some  suitable  cliaracter,  and  to 
make  you  my  acknowledgmcDts  for  tho  compliment  you  have 
paid  me. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect  and  regard, 
Your  obliged  friend, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Tkoaas  Jefferson,  E^q.,  Monticello. 


X.  X.  TO   J.  0.  C. 

MoNTiCEi.r.o,  Jaminry  5lh,  1813. 
Dear  Sir, — I  learn  by  the  newspapers  that  a  petition  has 
been  presented  to  the  Legislature  bj  the  Eivanna  Company 
praying  an  enlargement  of  their  powers.  As  these  are  to  be 
executed  wbolly  within  my  lands,  and  almost  solely  over  my 
property,  and  have  not  hitherto  been  exercised  -with  much 
forbearance  as  to  the  injury  to  which  they  expose  me,  it  be- 
comes necessary,  while  they  ask  for  power,  for  me  to  ask 
protection  from  it.  I  have  written  a  long  letter  on  this  sub- 
ject to  Mr.  Philip  Barbour,  who  was  kind  enough  to  ride  over 
the  ground  of  their  operations,  and  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  them.  I  have  asked  the  favor  of  him  to  communicate 
that  letter  to  you,  and  I  have  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to 
take  the  trouble  of  reading  it,  that  when  the  bill  comes  before 
the  Senate  yoii  may  be  acquainted  with  the  facts  to  which  it 
will  have  relation.  Tho  object  is  to  extend  the  navigation  of 
our  river  about  four  miles  higher,  to  Moore's  T'ord  near  Char- 
lottesville. Towards  this  I  have  given,  and  shall  continue  to 
give,  every  facility  which  does  not  go  to  a  destruction  of  my 
mills,  which  have  cost  me  $30,000.  Your  situation  makes  you 
the  umpire  between  the  Company  and  myself,  and  I  ask  no 
more  than  that  tho  Legislature,  acting  on  full  information, 
may  do  what  is  just.     Asking  your  friendly  attention  to  the 
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case,  and  your  care  that  it  shall  be  fully  understood  hy  the 
Senate,  I  shall  be  satisfied  that  what  they  think  right  is  so. 
Accept  the  assurance  of  my  great  esteem  and  respect. 

Tn:  Jepi'bkson. 
Jos^h  Gabdl,  Esq., 

of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  now  in  Riohmond. 


RicnMOND,  12tli  Janaaiy,  1813. 
Dear  Sie, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  5th  inst.,  rela^ 
tive  to  the  subject  of  the  petition  of  the  Itivanna  Company. 
You  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  pay  the  most  pointed  atten- 
tion to  this  business,  and  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  guard 
your  rights  from  invasion.  I  immediately  held  a  preliminary 
conversation  with  my  friend  Johnson,*  after  which  I  waited  on 
Mr.  Barbour,  and  obtained  the  use  of  your  letter  to  him,  aa 
well  as  some  explanations,  which  I  have  already  communicated 
to  the  former.  On  the  part  of  both  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr. 
Barhour,  I  have  discovered  every  possible  disposition  to  unite 
with  me  in  doing  every  thing  that  may  be  agreeable  to  you, 
This  evening  I  shall  wait  on  the  delegation  from  Albemarle, 
to  converse  with  them  on  this  subject.  iFrom  what  Mr.  Bar- 
bour tells  me,  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  no  collision  is  likely 
to  arise  between  yourself  and  the  Company. 

J  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  regard  and  respect, 
Your  friend  and  ob't  serv't, 


Jos.  C.  Cabell. 


Mr.  Jefferson. 


*  Ch.'ipmHii  Jolinsoi!,  Esq.,  llieu  Senaior  from  the  AnguEta  Disbi 
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J.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

RiGHMOKT),  ITtli  Febrn<iry,  1813. 
Bear  Sir, — I  have  been  prevented  hj  business  of  late  from 
writing  you  respecting  the  fate  of  the  bill  founded  on  the 
petition  of  the  Eivanna  River  Company.  The  bill,  as  it  came 
up  to  the  Senate,  contained  merely  a  proviso  saving  private 
rights.  Mr.  Johnson  drafted  two  amendments,  one  requiring 
that  the  tolls  should  he  collected  at  the  locks,  and  only  on 
what  should  pass  through  them,  so  long  as  the  Company  should 
use  your  canal;  the  other  requiring  that  the  consent  of  the 
Company  should  be  previously  certified  to  the  court  of  Albe- 
marle before  the  law  should  take  effect,  and  that  in  that  event 
the  charter  should  last  till  the  year  1840.  I  exhibited  your 
map  of  the  river  to  tlie  Senate,  and  made  a  full  explanation  of 
the  subject.  The  amendments  passed  without  opposition.  I 
bad  previously  ascertained  that  the  delegates  from  Albemarle 
would  be  willing  to  exempt  your  o^n  pioduce,  but  not  that  of 
your  customers,  from  toll.  Oui  amcndment=:,  conformably  to 
your  suggestions  and  what  appealed  to  us  to  be  just,  from  your 
statement  of  facts,  went  to  the  exemption  of  your  customers, 
as  well  as  of  yourself.  When  the  hill  retumed  to  the  House 
of  Delegates,  one  of  your  members  from  Albemarle  moved  to 
postpone  it  to  the  31st  March,  which  was  done.  Col,  Eram- 
ham  and  Capt.  Crarth  averred  that  the  Company  would  never 
consent  to  the  exemption  of  your  customers,  and  that  it  was 
better  to  let  the  subject  lie  over  till  another  session.  Thus 
ended  the  bill.  I  can  assure  you,  that  I  have  paid  the  utmost 
attention  in  my  power  to  this  subject.  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr. 
Barbour  have  been  equally  attentive.  The  delegates  from 
Albemarle  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  enter  upon  any 
arrangement  that  might  be  mutually  satisfactory  to  yourself 
and  the  Company ;  but  they  differ  with  you  in  regard  to  the 
extent  of  your  claims.     Provided  I  should  be  continued  in  the 
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Senate,  I  beg  yoa  to  be  assured  of  my  anxiety  to  serve  you  on 
this  or  any  otLer  subject  in  which  you  may  be  interested. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect  and  regard, 
Your  bumble  servant. 


Jos.  0.  Cabell. 


VI. 


MosriCEr.i.0,  November  7,  1813. 
Dear  Sir, — Aa  the  meeting  of  our  Legislature  approaches, 
and  I  shall  be  absent  in  Bedford  from  the  17th  inst.  to  ahoat 
the  8th  of  December,  within  which  period  you  will  possibly  he 
passing,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  inform  you  that  the  Rlvanna 
Company  and  myself  consent  that  the  bill  concerning  us  which 
was  before  the  Legislature  at  their  last  session,  should  pass 
verhatim  as  amended  by  the  Senate.  This  was  stated  to  me 
three  days  ago,  by  Mr.  Minor,  their  secretary,  and  had  before 
been  expressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Divers,*  and  that  Colonel  Bram- 
ham's  opposition  at  the  last  session  was  against  their  sense. 
I  consider  this  matter  then  as  so  settled,  so  far  as  respects  the 
parties :  and  I  enclose  you  an  abstract  of  the  bill  shewing 
what  we  understand  it  to  be,  I  have  suggested  two  verbal 
alterations  in  it,  in  red  ink :  the  1st,  is  to  avoid  making  the  act 
extend  their  power,  by  a  side  wind,  over  the  whole  river,  which 
is  neither  agreeable  to  the  title  of  the  act,  nor  to  the  wishes 
of  the  company,  or  the  consent  of  the  people  either  above  or 
below  their  portion  of  the  river ;  the  2d,  is  to  prevent  the 
demand  of  toll  for  vessels  either  loaded  or  empty ;  which  I 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Minor,  and  he  assured  me  they  wished  no- 
thing to  he  taken  for  vessels,  but  only  the  articles  they  carried. 
I  have  not  the  least  interest  in  either  of  these  amendments, 
and  only  mention  them  on  account  of  their  general  propriety. 

*  A  ■vFcll-known  aud  opulent  eitinen  of  Albemarle,  who  tool!  an  interest  in 
this  improTemeat. 
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I  make  no  opposition  to  the  duration  of  the  act,  at  the  same 
time  thinking  it  longer,  by  twenty  years,  than  the  Legislature 
ought  to  make  it,  and  seyen  years  longer  than  they  have  a 
power  to  make  it.  This  last  assertion  depends  on  the  question 
whether  one  generation  haa  a  power  to  bind  a  succeeding  one  ?* 
a  question  which  I  think  I  have  demonstrated  in  the  negative, 
in  a  late  correspondence  with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  of  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  a  financial 
plan  for  tbe  war.  This,  should  you  have  the  curiosity  to  enter 
into  it,  I  shall  willingly  communicate  to  you  on  any  convenient 
occasion.  Should  you  not  he  passing  until  my  return  from 
Bedford,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  here,  and  to  take 
that  occasion  for  the  communication ;  and  should  you  he  done 
with  Say,  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  him  then,  as  I  wish  to 
consult  him  on  a  part  of  the  subject,  and  particularly  on  that 
of  banks,  a  very  important  member  of  the  discussion.  Accept 
the  assurance  of  my  friendly  attachment  and  respect. 

Th  :  Jefferson. 

Joseph  C  Cabell,  Esq.,  Williamsburg. 

[The  amended  act  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter,  with  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's alterations,  in  red  ink,  which  are  noted  by  heiog  uaderscorecl, 
is  as  follows  :  ] 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  incorporating  a  company  to 
open  the  Rivanna  Biver,  from  Milton  to  Moore's  ford,  &e. 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  that  instead  of  the 
tolls,  &e.  [this  section  goes  on  to  fis  the  tolls]. 

§  2.  And  bo  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court 
of  Albemarle,  &o.,  [after  roimbureomcnt  of  tbe  company,  to  appoint 
directors  to  take  toll  sufficient  to  rebuild  the  locks,  &c.]  and  keep  the 
same  in  repair  as  well  as  to  keep  open  the  navigation  of  THE  SAID 
PORTION  of  the  said  river  in  other  respects,  &o. 
*Xe°a"oS'a°'i  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  so  long  as  the  company  afore- 
said shall  cootiniie  to  use  the  narigation  of  the  canal  leading  to  the 
Shadwe!!  mills,  no  toll  shall  be  demanded  or  received  on  their  behalf. 


n  the  sequel,  will  ho  iiotioeJ  hereafter 
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unless  the  same  shall  be  demanded  and  reeeivod  at  the  locks  which 
now  are,  or  hereafter  maj  be  erected  by  them  on  said  canal,  and  shall 
be  demanded  and  received  '"Yov'^a'^iii'"  passing  the  seeond  boks. 

All  acta  and  parts  of  acts  coming  within  the  purview  of  this  act 
are  hereby  repealed,  PrOYided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  bo  construed  to  affect  the  private  right  of  any  person 
or  persons  whatsoever. 

^"Iha^sed.'ie'i  This  act  shali  he  in  force  from  [and  after  the  time  when 
the  assent  of  the  company  aforesaid  hereto  shall  have  been  given  by  the 
Directors  thereof,  anil  duly  certified  to  the  court  of  Albemarle  county, 
and  there  recorded,  and  sholl  thereafter  conliniie  in  force  until  the 
first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1840,  and  no  longer]. 

The  foSlowing  letter  cf  Dabncy  Minor,  relating  to  the  same 
subject,  is  here  inserted,  viz: 

ALBKi!*aLE,  Ueoember  SO,  I81S. 
Deak  Sir, — The  Birectorg  of   the  Rivanna  Company,  and   Mr. 
Jefferson,  are  agreed  that  the  law,  as  amended  at  the  last  session,  in 
the  Senate,  be  passed  into  a  law.     Will  you.  Dr.  Everett,  and  Mr. 
Garth,*  attend  and  have  it  made  a  law  ? 
1  am,  dear  sir, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D,  Minor. 
Joseph  C  Cabell,  Riohmoiid. 


YII. 

J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

"Willi AMSBCBO,  November  29,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  7th  inst.,  covering  an  ab- 
stract of  the  bill  respecting  yourself  and  the  Rivanna  Com- 
pany, did  not  get  to  Warminster  till  nearly  a  fortnight  after  I 
had  left  home  for  the  lower  country  ;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
26th  inat.  that  I  received  it  at  this  place.  This  will  account 
for  the  delay  of  my  answer;  aa  woll  as  for  my  not  calling  at 


*  BelBgates  from  Albemarle  this  jeai'. 
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Monfciccllo,  on  my  ivay  doivn,  agreeably  to  your  obliging 
invitation. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  that  the  Bill  of  the  last  session,  as 
amencled  in  the  Senate,  is  satisfactory  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned, and  that  it  will  pass  through  both  bouses,  as  a  matter 
of  course.  To  the  verbal  amendments  suggested  by  yourself, 
in  red  ink,  I  presume,  there  will  be  no  objection  from  any 
quarter,  as  they  only  remove  defects  in  the  -ft-ording  of  the  bill, 
and  cause  it  to  espresa  more  accurately  the  real  intentions  of 
the  parties. 

On  the  subject  of  the  duration  of  tha  charter,  I  can  only 
say  that  it  ivas  made  as  short  as  was  supposed  compatible  with 
the  success  of  the  amendmenls  made  in  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Johnson  advised  me  to  attempt  nothing  further.  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  I  cannot  see  your  reasoning  on  the  general 
question  of  the  duration  of  charters,  and  the  power  of  one 
generation  to  bind  another.  I  should  derive  great  satisfaction 
and  advantage  from  such  a  communication  j  the  more  espe- 
cially as  it  would  throw  light  on  the  path  of  my  oificial  duties, 
in  which  I  am  desirous  to  move  with  all  possible  care  and  cir- 
cumspection during  the  residue  of  the  time  that  I  have  to  act 
as  the  representative  of  tho  district.  The  ride  from  my  house 
to  Monticello  would  have  been  cheerfully  taken  for  this  object, 
had  I  not  ah'eady  left  home.  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  com- 
municate this  production  to  me,  whenever,  in  your  opinion,  a 
suitable  opportunity  may  occur. 

Though  I  shall  not  be  able,  personally,  to  deliver  Say's  work 
to  yoj,  I  hope  you  will  not  be  disappointed  in  receiving  it,  by 
the  period  mentioned  in  your  letter,  (7th  December),  as  I  shall 
take  all  possible  care  to  cause  it  to  be  put  into  your  hands  by 
that  time.  I  brought  it  as  far  as  Hichmond,  where  I  left  it ; 
and  from  which  I  intended  to  send  it  to  Monticello,  at  the  close 
of  the  session,  I  feel  ashamed  of  the  length  of  time  I  have 
kept  it  from  you.  Soon  after  borrowing  it,  I  (Jotermined  on 
reading  Smith's  treatise  first,  which  I  did ;  and  then,  in  order 
to  understand   him   more  clearly,  I  read  him  a  second   time ; 
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afterwards,  I  read  Say  twice,  tvith  the  exception  of  a  small 
part.  During  these  perusala,  I  took  frequent  occasion  to 
refer  to  small  tracts  on  brandies  of  the  science.  These 
readings  with  my  other  studies  and  avocations,  have  filled  up 
the  long  space  of  time  that  Say  has  been  in  my  hands,  I  am 
much  pleased  with  this  author,  and  think  he  well  deserves  the 
praises  jou  bestow  on  him.  He  is  more  concise,  more  me- 
thodical, more  clear,  and,  in  many  passages,  more  correct  than 
Smith,  Hia  work  approximates  perfection  more  nearly  than 
Smith's  ;  yet,  I  consider  it  only  as  an  approximation.  On  the 
theory  of  money  mj  mind  is  not  yet  satisfied,  and  I  doubt 
whether  new  views  of  that  branch  of  the  science  are  not  to 
rise  upon  the  human  mind.  My  studies  on  the  subject  of  po- 
litical economy,  are,  however,  in  an  unfinished  state ;  and^ 
things  may  appear  to  me  obscure,  because  I  do  not  understand 
them.  This  has  been  often  the  case  in  regard  to  commentators 
on  Smith,  and  the  remark,  I  think,  at   least  ia  some  degree 

applicable  to  Ganihl ,  whose  work  I  have  partly  read,     I 

shall  be  happy  to  hear  your  opinion  of  this   writer  at  a  con- 
venient Opportunity, 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C,  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jf'JTerion. 


3.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

KitiiiMOND,  December  8Ui,  1813. 
Dear  Sir, — I  expected  when  I  wroto  you  from  Williams- 
burg, that  my  servant  would  have  come  up  with  me  from  that 
place  on  the  5th  inst. ;  but  one  of  my  horses  being  unavoidably 
detained,  I  was  compelled  to  leave  him  behind,  and  was  conse- 
quently disappointed,  for  the  moment,  in  sending  him  on  with 
your  books.     I  was  only  waiting  for  his  arrival,  when  to-day 
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I  fell  in  ■with  Gen.  Moore,*  w3io  told  me  he  should  set  out  in 
the  Charlottesville  stage,  in  the  morning,  for  the  place  of  his 
residence,  and  politdj  consented  to  take  charge  of  the  pactet 
and  to  deliver  it  to  Doct.  Carr,t  on  his  way  through  that 
place,  I  hope  it  will  reach  you  in  a  few  days.  I  return  you 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  use  of  the  books  for  so 
great  a  length  of  time. 

We  have  just  formed  the  two  houses,  and  are  proceeding  to 
huainess.  I  think  Governor  Barbour  will  be  re-elected  without 
opposition,  notwithstanding  the  great  discontents  which  have 
prevailed  in  many  pans  of  the  State. 

I  shall  seek  the  earliest  opportunity  of  conferring  with  Doct. 
Everett  and  Mr.  Garth  relative  to  the  petition  of  the  Rivanna 
River  Company.  As  yet  wo  are  scarcely  placed  in  our  respec- 
tive lodgings.     I  expect  to  see  tbcm  in  the  morning. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  high  esteem  and  respect. 
Your  most  obedient, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  J^ferscn, 


MoNTioELLo,  Jmuarj  17,  1814. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  letter  to  me  you  expressed  a  desire 
to  look  into  the  question  whether,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  one 
generation  of  men  can,  by  any  act  of  theirs,  bind  those  which 
are  to  follow  them?  J  I  aay,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  there  being 
between  generation  and   generation,  as   between  nation  and 

*  Of  Rockbridge,  sometime  Senator  of  Uai<ed  States  from  Virgmia. 

f  Dr.  Frank  Carr,  a  relative  of  Mr,  J.,  ami  at  a  later  day  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  of  the  UniTersity. 

X  This  opinion  witli  Mr.  J.  dates  bact  at  least  as  far  as  1789.  la  a  letter 
of  that  year,  from  Paris,  to  Mr.  Madison,  he  states  tbe  principle,  his  reasons 
in  defence,  and  aubmits  them  to  Mr.  31. 'a  jude™ent.  The  latter  intimatea 
his  dissent  in  the  modeat  form  of  donhts  and  queries.     (Tucker's  Life  of  J., 
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nation,  no  other  obligatory  law;  and  you  requested  to  see  what 
I  had  said  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Eppes.*  I  enclose,  for  your 
own  perusal,  therefore,  three  letters  which  I  wrote  to  him  on 
the  course  of  our  finances,  which  embrace  the  question  before 
8tated.f  When  I  wrote  the  first,  I  bad  no  thought  of  follow- 
ing it  by  a  second.  I  was  led  to  that  by  his  subsequent 
request;  and  after  the  second,  I  was  induced,  in  a  third,  to 
take  up  the  subject  of  banks,  by  the  communication  of  a  pro- 
position, to  be  laid  before  Congress,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
new  hank.  I  mention  this  to  explain  the  total  absence  of 
order  in  these  letters  as  a  whole.  I  have  said  above  that  they 
are  sent  for  your  own  perusal,  not  meaning  to  debar  any  use 
of  the  matter,  but  only  that  my  name  may  in  nowise  be  con- 
nected with  it.  I  am  too  desirous  of  tranquillity  to  bring  such 
a  nest  of  hornets  on  me  as  the  fraternities  of  banking  compa- 
nies; and  this  infatuation  of  banks  is  a  torrent  which  it  would 
be  a  folly  for  me  to  get  iii  the  way  of.  I  see  that  it  must  take 
its  course,  until  actual  ruin  shall  awaken  us  from  its  delusions. 
Until  the  gigantic  banking  propositions  of  this  winter  had  made 
their  appearance  in  the  different  legislatures,  I  had  hoped  that 
the  evil  might  still  be  checked;  but  I  see  now  that  it  is  despe- 
rate, and  that  we  must  fold  our  arms  and  go  to  the  bottom  with 

the  ship. 1  had  been  in  hopes  that  good  old  Virginia,  not 

yet  BO  far  embarked  as  her  Northern  sisters,  would  have  set  the 
example,  this  winter,  of  beginning  the  process  of  cure,  by  pass- 
ing a  law  that  after  a  certain  time,  suppose  of  six  mouths,  no 


I.  291-8.)  It  appears,  fram  the  letters  to  Mr.  Eppes  and  to  Mr.  Cabell,  that 
Mr,  J.  still  aJbered  to  hia  view.  Yet,  perhaps,  is  there  no  opinion  of  his  on 
politioa.1  suhjeots  which,  at  the  present  daj,  would  bo  thought  move  open  to 
critJoiam  tKan  tliis.  The  objections  of  Mr.  M.,  and  others  which  hare  been 
einoB  snggested,  -would  probablj  be  regarded  generally  as  eonclnsive.  Most 
aertainl;^,  if  not  believed  to  be  impracticable  and  unjast,  it  has  been  ignored 
ty  all  oar  governments  in  practice. 

*  Hod,  Jno.  W,  Eppes,  Bon-in-Inw  to  Mr.  J.,  and  then  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Ri'presentatlves  of  the  UniteJ  States. 

f  The  Ittters  referred  to  may  be  found  in  the  first  edition  of  Sir.  J,'h  Wril- 
inga,  IV.  186,  207. 
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bank  bill  of  less  than  $10  should  be  permitted ;  that  after  some 
other  reasonable  term,  there  should  be  none  less  than  $20,  and 
80  on,  until  those  only  should  be  left  in  circulation  whose  size 
would  be  above  the  common  transactions  of  any  but  merchants. 
This  would  enswe  to  us  an  ordinary  circulation  of  metallic 
money,  and  would  reduce  the  quantum  of  paper  within  the 
bounds  of  moderate  mischief;  and  it  is  the  only  way  in  which 
the  reduction  can  be  made  without  a  shock  to  private  fortunes. 
A  sudden  stoppage  of  this  trash,  either  by  law  or  its  own 
worthleasness,  would  produce  confusion  and  ruin.  Yet  this 
will  happen  by  its  own  extinction,  if  left  to  itself;  whereas, 
by  a  salutary  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  it  may  be  with- 
drawn insensibly  and  safely.  Such  a  mode  of  doing  it,  too, 
would  give  less  alarm  to  the  bank  holders,  the  discreet  part  of 
whom  must  wish  to  see  themselves  secured  by  some  circum- 
scription. It  might  be  asked,  what  we  should  do  for  change? 
The  banks  must  provide  it;  first,  to  pay  off  their  ^5  billa, 
nest  their  $10  do.,  and  so  on;  and  they  ought  to  provide  it  to 
lessen  the  evils  of  their  institution;  bat  I  now  give  up  all 
hope.  After  producing  the  same  revolutions  in  private  for- 
tunes as  the  old  Continental  paper  did,  it  will  die  like  that, 
adding  a  total  incapacity  to  raise  resources  for  the  war.* 

ward;  od 

govei  of 


time;  „.„, ^ .^  ..  ..^.^-..^ .,_ „ ^b- 

stitution  of  treasury  notes  far  bank  paper;  and  the  same  errors  in  reference 
to  banks  and  onrrenoj  in  this  State,  where  those  inslitntions  furnished  the 
moans  of  carrying  on  the  war  in  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  when  eveiy  other 
resonrce  had  failed."  The  banking  system  of  Virginia,  under  the  limitations 
proscribed  by  eiperienec,  han,  on  the  mliolc,  proved  eminently  successful  and 
useful  to  the  oommunlty. 
■j-  See  note  on  page  18. 
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self- government  into  every  fibre  of  every  member  of  our  Com- 
monwealtli.  But  the  detaila  are  too  long  for  a  letter,  and 
must  be  the  subject  of  conversation,  whenever  I  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you.  It  is  for  some  of  you  young  legisla- 
tors to  immortalize  yourselves  by  laying  this  stone  as  the  basis 
of  our  political  edifice. 

I  must  ask  the  favor  of  an  early  return  of  the  enclosed 
papers,  of  which  I  have  no  copy. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

Th:  Jefpeesos. 

Jos.  C.  Caleli,  Esq. 


Richmond,  28d  Jaimary,  1814. 
Dear  Sih,^ — ^Thc  last  mail  from  Charlottesville  brought  me 
your  letter  of  17th  inst.,  accompanied  by  your  three  letters  to 
Mr.  Eppes,  on  the  siihjoct  of  the  ways  and  means  of  carrying 
on  the  war.  Accept,  I  beseech  you,  my  most  sincere  thanks 
for  the  communication  of  these  papers,  which,  from  the  hasty 
perusal  I  have  given  them,  already  promise  me  a  fund  of  valu- 
able and  highly  interesting  matter.  I  shall  observe  your 
injunctions  in  regard  to  the  use  of  them,  and  the  time  during 
which  they  may  remain  in  my  possession.  They  have  come 
too  late  to  produce  any  effect  on  the  principal  proceedings  of 
our  session  in  regard  to  banks.  The  day  the  packet  reached 
me,  the  Senate  voted  for  the  bill  augmenting  the  capital  and 
extending  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia.  I  was  desirous 
to  reduce  the  increased  capital  from  one  million  to  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  but  could  not  prevail.  I  have,  however,  brought 
myself  under  the  lash  of  your  censure,  by  voting  for  this 
measure.  I  have  thus  voted  from  a  wish,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Bank,  to  aid  the  State  in  the  prosecution  of 
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the  ivar.  I  Iiave,  of  lato  years,  come  into  the  opinion  of  a 
limited,  ivcU  regulatetl  ayatein  of  banking  in  Virginia,  not  so 
mucli  from  any  fondness  I  have  for  the  system  in  the  abstract, 
as  that  I  regard  it  as  a  sort  of  defGnsive  system,  imposed  on 
ns  by  the  circnmstance  of  our  being  a  member  of  a  confede- 
racy, the  other  members  of  which  hare  surrounded  us  with 
banks.  In  tlie  language  of  the  mountain  hunters,  "I  am  for 
firing  against  tbeiv  fire."  You  have  opened  a  vast  horizon  to 
my  view.  Indeed,  sir,  I  most  sincerely  and  heartily  thHuk 
you  for  the  high  gratification  you  have  given  mo  in  the  perusal 
of  these  letters.  A  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  small  bank 
at  Wheeling  wUl  probably  corns  op  to  the  Senate  in  a  few 
days.  On  that  occasion  I  shall  avail  myself  of  some  of  your 
ideas.  I  cannot  now  go  into  this  subject,  bat  will  be  extremely 
happy  to  resume  it  in  conversation  at  a  future  day. 

You  would  add  greatly  to  the  obligations  already  conferred 
on  me,  if  you  would  inform  me,  by  letter,  what  ia  your  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  question,  "whether  the  Legislature  of  a  State 
has  a  right,  under  the  federal  Constitution,  to  restrict  the 
residence  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
district  by  which  be  is  chosen?"  And  if  your  opinion  should 
be  in  favor  of  the  right,  you  would  add  greatly  to  the  favor  by 
stating  the  principal  reasons  on  which  your  opinion  is  founded. 
This  subject  was  agitated  in  the  Assembly  last  winter;  the 
Senate  and  the  House  of  Delegates  were  opposed  to  each 
other  on  the  question.  I  voted  with  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  against  the  right  of  the  Legislature.  A  review  of  my 
opinion  leaves  me  in  some  doubt  as  to  its  correctness.  Tho 
subject  ia  now  before  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  probably  it 
will  be  two  weeks  before  the  upper  house  will  be  called  upon 
to  vote  on  it.  I  should  be  much  pleased  to  hear  from  you 
before  the  vote  ia  taken;  and  should  it  bo  your  desire  that 
your  letter  should  not  be  used,  I  will  consider  it  a  duty  to  hold 
it  from  the  view  of  others. 

The  bill  respecting  the  Bivanna  River  Company,  is  now  pro- 
gressing through  the  Lower  House.     It  contains  the  verbal 
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alterations  you  suggested.     The  assembly  "will  rise  about  the 
middle  or  20th  of  February. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  truly  and  sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  JegSrson. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  learn  your  reasons  for  dividing  the  State 
into  hundveda  or  wards.  Mr.  Coles  mentioned  this  subject  to 
QIC  some  years  age,  but  without  stating  the  various  considera- 
tions in  favor  of  the  measure.* 

I  Bent  your  books  to  you  by  General  Moore,  at  tho  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  hope  they  arrived  safe  and  in  a 
few  days  after  they  left  this. 


*  The  memorj  of  the  wi-itei'  is  here  at  fault.  From  n  letter  of  Col.  Coles, 
then  Private  Seovetarj  of  Mr.  Jefferson  aa  President,  acldreaaed  to  Mr.  Cnbell, 
and  dated  July  17th,  1807,  we  offer  the  follotiing  extrnct:  "I  have  been 
lately  thinking  on  a  subject  of  some  imporCnnee,  nnd  which  I  Trisli  moch 
to  see  treated  by  yon  in  an  esiay  addressed  to  the  Virginia  Legislaiwe.  It  is 
the  township  diTision  of  the  New  England  States  to  which  I  aHudo.  Our  di- 
vision into  counties  is  certainly  much  too  large,  and  attended  uitk  a  thousand 
iooonvcniences.  The  division  into  townships  or  hundreds  might  very  easily 
be  made  in  Virginia,  if  in  forming  them  wc  would  follow  the  bounds  of  the 
militia  companies,  wbUb  are  already  well  known,  and  which  eisi^t  in  every 
county  in  the  State.  Bach  hundreil  should  be  a  little  republic  witliiii  the  re- 
poblic  of  the  county.  Each  hundred  should  regulate  its  own  police,  shonld 
have  a  magistrate  to  try  warrants,  &c.,  hold  ol.;ctions,  at  which  the  most  aged 
ftnd  infirm  might  attend,  should  provide  for  Its  own  poor,  establish  n  publio 
school,  to  which  even  the  most  indigent  might  send  their  children,  should  an- 
nually Belect  a  juryman  who,  with  those  selected  by  the  different  hundreds 
throughout  the  State,  might  be  distributed  by  lot  or  otherwise  among  tiie  su- 
perior and  inferior  courts,  so  aa  to  provide  a  sufficient  number  for  each.  In 
this  way  the  elective  principle  would  be  introdnced  into  every  department  of 
the  government,  and  an  independent  and  impartial  jury  might  always  ba  had, 
■which,  under  our  present  fysiem,  must  depend  entirely  on  the  character  of 
the  marshal  or  sheriff.  Th^  people,  too,  of  each  hundved,  becoming  familiar 
with  tbe  transaction  of  business,  when  summoned  togatbep  on  an  occasion  of 
amergeney,  wou'd  act  with  promptitude  and  foice,  which  Xk^ pariimdar  thar- 
octo  of  apart  of  our  pcpnlatiou  will  render  the  more  valuablG.  Each  hun- 
dred—but it  ie  for  you  to  p.iint  out  tbe  advantages  that  wonld  result  froai  a 
system  which  I  only  suggest  for  your  consideration."  The  case  in  its  behalf 
is  well  put  by  both  its  adyocatos ;  but  the  argument  is  not  wholly  on  one  sidej 
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T.    J.    TO    J.    C,    C. 

MoNTicELLO,  Jnnuary  31,  1R14. 

Dear  Sik, — -Your  favor  of  the  23d  is  received.  Say  had 
come  to  hand  safelj,  hut  I  regretted  having  asked  the  return 
of  him,  for  I  did  not  find  in  him  one  new  idea  on  the  subject 
I  had  been  contemplating;  nothing  more  than  a  succinct,  judi- 
cious digest  of  the  tedious  pages  of  Smith. 

Tou  ask  my  opinion  on  the  question  whether  the  States  can 
add  any  qualifications  to  those  which  the  Constitution  has  pre- 
scribed for  their  members  of  Congress?  It  is  a  question  I  had 
never  before  reflected  on ;  yet  had  taken  up  an  off-hand  opin- 
ion, agreeing  ■with  your  first,  that  they  could  not ;  that  to  add 
new  qualifications  to  those  of  the  Constitution,  would  be  as 
much  an  alteration  as  to  detract  from  them.  And  so  I  think 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Congress  decided  in  some 
case ;  I  believe  that  of  a  member  from  Baltimore.  But  your  let- 
ter having  induced  me  to  look  ivito  the  Conatitytion,  and  to  con- 
sider the  question  a  little,  I  am  again  in  your  predicament  of 
doubting  the  correctness  of  my  first  opinion.  Had  the  Consti- 
tution been  silent,  nobody  can  doubt  but  that  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe all  the  qualifications  and  disqualifications  of  those  they 
would  send  to  represent  them  would  have  belonged  to  the 
State.     So  lUso  the  Constitution  might  have  prescribed  tha 


aa  maj  be  Eecn  in  Tuoker's  Life  of  Ji^fferson,  II.,  853-5.  To  whieli  iL  may  be 
added  that  the  division  into  hnndrods  wan  tried  in  the  infancy  of  Virginia  as 
a  colony,  and  afterwards  laid  astile.  Eipeiieace  had  probably  slioivn  tliat  it 
was  less  suited  to  that  peoniiar  constitution  of  society,  hMcU  grew  out  of  the 
presence  of  the  very  population  to  whioh  CoL-  Coles  alludes.  It  may  well  be 
questioned  also,  -whether  the  freqnent  nttcDdaace  of  the  people  at  the  ward 
meetings,  Tvould  not  materially  iaterfero  with  the  periodic  and  more  goaeral 
asHeiiiblage  of  citizens  at  their  county  courts — -the  manifold  aclTaiitages  of 
■nliich  liave  been  eo  generally  recognised,  and  which  havo  contributed  so  much 
to  the  formation  of  the  peculiar  cbiiractor  of  our  State.  Such  has  alieadj 
been  the  effsc'  of  the  divisioD  of  the  oounties  into  districts,  for  electoral  and 
other  purposes,  ordered  by  the  new  Cooaiitution  or  Virginia, 
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whole,  and  excluded  all  others.  It  aoema  to  have  preferred 
the  middle  waj.  It  has  exercised  the  power  in  part,  by  de- 
claring some  disqualifications,  to  wit:  those  of  not  being  25 
years  of  age,  of  not  having  been  a  citizen  7  years,  and  of  not 
being  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  election;  hut 
it  does  not  declare  itself  that  the  member  shall  not  be  a  luna- 
tic, pauper,  a  convict  of  treason,  of  murder,  of  felony,  or  other 
infiimous  erioie,  or  a  non-resident  of  his  district;  nor  does  it 
prohibit  to  the  State  the  power  of  declaring  these  or  any  other 
disqualifications,  which  its  particular  circumstances  may  call 
for ;  and  these  may  be  different  in  different  States.  Of  course 
then,  by  the  10th  amendment,  the  power  is  reserved  to  tho 
State.  If,  whenever  the  Constitution  assumes  a  single  power 
out  of  many  which  belong  to  the  same  subject,  we  should  con-" 
sider  it  as  assuming  the  whole,  it  would  vest  the  general  gov- 
ernment with  a  mass  of  powers  never  contemplated.  On  tho 
pontrary,  the  assumption  of  particular  powers  seems  an  exclu- 
sion of  all  not  assumed.  This  reasoning  seems  to  me  to  he 
sound ;  bijt  on  so  recent  a  change  of  view,  caution  requires  ua 
not  to  be  too  confident;  and  that  we  admit  this  to  he  one  of 
Jhe  doubtful  questions  on  which  honest  men  may  differ  with 
the  purest  motives;  and  the  more  readily  as  we  find  we  have 
differed  from  ourselves  on  it. 

I  have  always  thought  that  where  tho  line  of  demarkation 
between  the  powers  of  the  General  and  State  governments  was 
daubtfuUy  or  indistinctly  drawn,  it  would  be  prudent  and 
praiseworthy,  in  both  parties,  never  to  approach  it  but  under 
the  most  urgent  necessity.  Is  the  necessity  now  urgent  to  de- 
clare that  no  non-resident  of  his  district  shall  be  eligible  as  a 
member  of  Congress  ?  It  seems  to  me  that,  in  practice,  tho 
partialities  of  the  people  are  a  sufficient  security  against  such 
an  election;  and  that  if  in  any  instance  they  should  ever 
choose  a  non-resident,  it  must  bo  in  one  of  such  eminent  merit 
and  qualifications,  as  would  make  it  a  good,  ratlior  than  an 
evil;  and  that  in  any  event  the  examples  will  be  so  rare,  as 
never  to  amount  to  a  serious  evil.     If  the  case  then  bo  neither 
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clear  nor  urgent,  would  it  not  bo  better  to  lot  it  lie  undia- 
turbed  ?  Perhaps  its  decision  may  never  be  called  for.  But 
if  it  be  indispensable  to  establish  thia  disqualification  now, 
would  it  not  look  hotter  to  declare  such  others,  at  the  same 
time,  as  r^aj  be  proper  ?  I  frankly  confide  to  yourself  these 
opinions,  or  rather  no  opinions,  of  mine ;  hut  would  not  wish 
them  to  go  any  further.  I  want  to  be  quiet ;  and  although 
some  circumstances  now  and  then  excite  me  to  notice  them,  I 
feel  safe  and  happier  in  leaving  every  thing  to  those  whose 
turn  it  is  to  take  care  of  them ;  and  in  general  to  let  it  be  un- 
derstood that  I  meddle  little,  or  not  at  all  with  public  affairs. 
There  are  two  subjects  indeed  which  I  shall  claim  a  right  to 
further  as  long  as  I  breathe,  the  public  education  and  the  sub- 
division of  the  counties  into  wards.  I  consider  the  continu- 
ance of  republican  government  as  absolutely  hanging  on  these 
two  hooks.  Of  the  first,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  he  an  advocate, 
as  having  already  reflected  on  it ;  and  of  the  last  when  you 
shall  have  reilceted. 

Ever  affectionately  your 


Josejih  C.  Cabell,  Esq. 


Tll;  Jeffeeson. 


J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

ilrcHMOND,  February  6t]],  1814. 
Dead  Sin,— Your  favor  of  31st  ult.  has  come  to  hand,  and 
I  am  happy  to  loarn  from  it  that  your  boolis  arrived  in  safety. 
The  free  communication  of  yom-  opinion  upon  the  subject  of 
the  alleged  right  of  the  General  Assembly  to  annex  additional 
qualification3  to  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Congress,  places  me  under  great  obligations.  Your  letter 
did  not  get  to  hand  before  the  subject  ivas  acted  on  in  the 
Senate ;  yet  it  serves  to  satisfy  my  mind  the  more  perfectly  as 
to  the  course  which  I  took  on  the  occasion.  I  held  the  bill 
back  aa  long  as  possible,  in  order  to  have  time  to  get  an  an- 
swer from  yourself,  as  well  as  to  obtain  some  facts  for  which  I 
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had  written  to  "Waslnngton.  But  the  House  growing  every- 
day thiiiDcr  by  the  withdi-awing  of  members,  and  the  majority 
of  the  last  year  being  urgent  that  the  decision  of  the  House 
should  not  be  reversed  by  the  accidental  composition  of  the 
House  at  the  aioment  of  tating  the  question,  I  reported  the 
bill,  and  informed  the  body  that  I  should  vote  as  I  had  voted 
the  last  year,  because  I  still  doubted  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  pass  the  bill ;  but  that  these 
doubts  had,  in  a  considerable  degree,  been  removed,  and  per- 
haps might  have  been  entirely  dissipated,  if  I  could  have  con- 
tinued my  investigation  a  few  days  longer.  At  the  same  time 
I  expressly  reserved  to  myself  the  right  of  changing  the  vote  I 
then  gave,  should  the  subject  again  be  brought  to  the  view  of 
the  Senate.  It  was  admitted  on  both  sides,  that  the  subject 
was  too  important,  and  the  period  of  the  session  too  advanced 
to  admit  of  its  being  then  fairly  and  definitively  disposed  of, 
and  it  was  agreed  on  both  aides  that  the  bill  should  be  post- 
poned, with  a  distinct  understanding  that  it  might  be  resumed 
with  the  consent  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  at  a  future  ses- 
sion, as  if  no  such  postponement  had  taken  place.  On  this 
safe  ground  the  subject  now  stands.  It  will  probably  give  rise 
to  considerable  discussion  next  winter.  Should  it  not  be  disa- 
greeable to  you,  I  should  be  infinitely  indebted  to  you  for  any 
further  views  you  may  take  of  the  subject  at  any  time  during 
the  year.  Your  repose  shall  not  be  disturbed  by  an  improper 
communication  of  your  name,  in  connection  with  this  or  any 
other  subject,  on  which  you  may  favor  me  with  information. 
My  object  is  to  be  useful  to  my  country  in  the  station  which  T 
occupy;  and  in  availing  myself,  occasionally,  of  your  valuable 
aid,  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  disturb  the  tranquility  of 
yotti'  retirement. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Col.  Randolph,*  from 
whom  I  learn  that  you  are  anxious  to  know  the  fate  of  the 
Rivanna  Bill.     I  was  about  to  write  you  on  that  subject  when 


*  Col.  Tbomaa  Maun  Ilaadolpii,  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  a 
Governor  of  Virgiuia. 
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he  caiae  to  town.  The  bill  passed  the  two  Houses  a  few  days 
ago,  in  the  shape  agreed  upon  by  yourself  and  Mr.  Minor,  in- 
cluding the  two  verbal  alterations  which  were  suggested  by 
yourself,  and  not  objected  to  by  the  delegates  from  Albemarle. 
The  reason  of  the  bill's  not  being  sooner  acted  upon  is  thia: 
Dr.  Everett  expected  that  communications  from  the  parties 
concerned  might  bo  addressed  directly  to  himself  and  Mr, 
Garth,  and  to  give  time  for  that  expectation  to  be  fulfilled,  I 
agreed  that  the  bill  might  be  detained  in  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates as  long  as  possible.  At  length  he  consented  to  tate  the 
letters  addressed  by  you  and  Mr.  Minor  to  myself,  as  his 
authority,  and  then  the  bill  passed  into  a  law,  as  soon  as  the 
forms  of  the  two  Houses  would  permit.  I  congratulate  you  on 
being  now  exonerated  from  the  trouble  and  vexation  which  this 
subject  has  given  you. 

It  was  my  wish  to  send  by  Ool.  Randolph  the  papers  on  the 
subject  of  finance  you  were  so  kind  as  to  lend  me ;  but  occu- 
pied as  I  am  in  the  business  of  the  Assembly,  I  cannot  digest 
them  as  thoroughly  as  I  could  desire.  I  shall  therefore  take 
the  liberty  of  keeping  them  in  my  possession,  for  about  two 
weelis  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly,  I  will  send  them  to 
you  by  the  20th  February,  or  at  latest,  by  the  1st  of  March. 
If  you  should  require  them  sootier,  they  shall  be  immediately 
forwarded.  I  avail  myself  of  some  of  your  facts  and  reason- 
ing in  a  discussion  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  a  small 
bank  at  Wheeling,  which  excited  considerable  interest,  as  it 
was  contended  on  one  side  and  admitted  on  the  other,  that  if 
this  bill  should  pass,  it  would  be  the  commencement  of  the 
system  of  covering  our  State  with  small  banks.  The  bill  fell 
by  an  equal  division  of  the  Senate. 

On  the  subject  of  education,  and  the  division  of  the  State 
into  wards,  I  shall  be  mach  pleased  to  communicate  with  you 
at  some  future  period  of  leisure. 
With  highest  regard, 

Your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

JosEPJf  C.  Cabell. 

Mt.  Jiferson. 
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XIII. 

J.    C.    C.    TO   T.    J, 

0aky9ceooK|*  6tli  March,  1814, 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  got  thus  far  on  my  way  home,  and  in- 
trust to  the  neighboring  post-office  your  letters  on  finance, 
which  I  hope  will  safely  reach  yon,  I  must  beg  your  parOon 
for  having  detained  them  longer  than  the  period  of  ray  engage- 
ment. My  private  busincaa  in  the  lower  country  took  up  much 
more  time  than  I  had  anticipated,  and  I  ivas  compelled  to  keep 
your  letters  thuH  long  in  order  thoroughly  to  digest  them.  I 
have  read  them  many  times  over,  and  most  sincerely  thank 
you  for  the  perusal.  The  principal  topics  will  form  subjects  of 
reflection  for  me  during  the  residue  of  the  year.  I  have  suf- 
fered Mr.  "W.  Rives,  Mr.  Tucber,t  Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie,  and 
Mr,  Cocke,t  to  peruse  them,  on  a  promise  from  each  not  to 
communicate  yonr  name.  I  have  also  taken  the  liberty  to 
transcribe  a  good  many  passages  for  my  private  use.  Ton 
will,  I  hope,  pardon  these  liberties.  I  write  in  great  haste,  in 
the  midst  of  company.  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  to  see  you 
between  this  and  June. 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Most  respectfully  and  truly  jours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefiir^on. 


J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

Wahminstee,  17:1i  Septunibcr,  1814. 
Dear  Sir,-— The  dangers  of  our  country  will  be  my  apology 
for  troubling  you  with  this  letter.     I  wish  to  draw  your  atten- 


»  In  FluTSQua  county  nnd  on  tba  RiTaiina  River ;  then  tlie  scat  of  Wilson 
jr.  Carj,  Esq. 

■j-  Judge  St.  George  Tuoker,  ihe  elder,  and  ''probably)  Dr.  Ciiarlea  Cocka, 
long  ofier  Stale  Senator  from  tko  Albemarle  (Ustikt. 
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tion  to  the  important  subject  of  cur  finaccial  difficulties,  and 
particularly  those  which  will  present  themselves  to  the  General 
Assembly  at  its  next  session,  and  to  solicit  the  favor  of  you  to 
put  me  in  possession  of  any  hints  or  plans  which  you  may 
think  adapted  to  the  crisis.  I  went  to  Richmond  when  the 
Governor  issued  his  proclamation.  When  I  called  on  him,  he 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  expected  everyday;  that  a 
large  militia  army  was  assembling,  which  would,  in  a  few  days, 
be  competent  to  repel  any  assault  that  would  probably  be 
made ;  but  that  this  army  must  be  disbanded  for  want  of  sup- 
port, unless  money  could  be  procured;  that  there  was  no  money 
in  the  Treasury,  and  none  at  Washington ;  that  our  only  re- 
source for  the  emergency  was  a  loan  from  the  banks,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  anticipation 
of  the  revenue:  but  that  the  banks  had  declined  lending,  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  already  in  advance  to  the  State  to 
the  amount  of  ^160, 000,  and  that  it  was  utterly  out  of  their 
power  to  lend  a  further  sum  without  imminent  danger  of  ina- 
bility to  pay  their  notes ;  that  he  had  exhorted  them  to  hazard 
every  consequence,  sooner  than  suffer  the  country  to  be  laid 
open  to  the  incursions  of  the  British  army,  but  had  found  them 
deaf  to  his  remonstrances ;  that  it  was  yet  possible  that  those 
institutions  might  be  prevailed  on  to  lend  the  State,  provided 
the  application  should  be  seconded  by  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  ;  and  that  he  wished  me  to  undertake  to  renew  the 
application  on  his  behalf,  supported  by  such  arguments  as  it 
might  be  in  my  power  to  urge.  I  waited  on  some  of  the  officers 
of  the  two  banks,  in  compliance  with  the  Governor's  request. 
Among  the  arguments  used,  I  stated,  that  though  a  stoppage 
of  payment  of  specie  was  in  itself  a  great  evil,  yet,  I  con- 
sidered it  less  than  that  the  enemy  should  march  to  Rich- 
mond and  blow  up  our  Capitol;  and  I  had  no  hesitation  in 
believing  that  the  General  Assembly  would  not  be  unmindful 
of  the  favor  of  co-operation  by  the  banks  at  so  critical  a  period. 
After  some  deliberation,  the  two  banks  agreed  to  advance  the 
sum  of  $140,000,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  which  added  to  their 
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previous  advances,  would  make  an  aggregate  of  $300,000. 
The  day  after  this  loan,  the  Farmers'  Bank  stopped  payment 
in  specie,  and  the  next  day,  the  Virginia  Bank  also  stopped; 
but  under  a  promise  to  re-open  their  issues  of  specie,  as  soon 
M  is  cnulii  be  got  down  from  Lynchburg.  Upon  enquiry,  I 
learned  they  expected  $-0,000,  which  would  last  but  a  few 
days,  owing  to  the  great  drain  of  specie  to  supply  change  for 
the  use  of  the  army.  The  Virginia  Bank,  will,  perhaps,  go 
on ;  but  I  think  it  will  not.  The  Farmers'  Bank  certainly  will 
not.  The  alleged  cause  of  this  suspension  is  the  late  sus- 
pension in  the  Northern  towns.  The  want  of  change  wag 
sensibly  felt  in  consequence  of  this  measure.  It  was  believed, 
by  some,  that  individuals  had  hoarded  and  were  hoarding 
specie.  It  was  feared  that  the  supplies  for  the  army,  so  mtich 
wanted,  would  be  affected  by  fears  of  the  solidity  of  the  paper, 
ftnd  a  meeting  of  the  merchants  was  talked  of,  to  support  the 
character  of  the  notes.  Almost  our  whole  revenue  has  been,  or 
will  have  been  anticipated  by  the  10th  October.  So  many  of 
the  people  are  called  out,  or  have  left  home,  that  the  sheriffs 
will,  probably,  in  many  instances,  find  it  difficult  to  collect  the 
taxes.  The  General  Government  owed  Virginia,  last  winter, 
upwards  of  ^400,000,  and  passed  a  law  to  provide  for  paying 
the  debt;  but,  from  some  cause  or  other,  the  account  has  not 
been  settled  and  paid  in  conformity  to  the  act;  and  now  they 
have  no  money.  An  army  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men  is 
now  guarding  Richmond,  not  to  mention  the  force  at  Peters- 
burg and  in  the  Northern  Neck.  For  the  present,  we  are 
compelled  to  support  this  force;  the  expense  of  which  is  and- 
will  be  vast,  indeed ;  and  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Assem- 
bly will  be  to  adopt  measures  for  this  purpose.  We  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  Congress  will  take  from  our  shoulders  this 
heavy  burthen;  but  that  Government  is  without  money,  and  we 
must  defend  ourselves,  at  every  cost  and  hazard,  trusting  in 
ultimate  remuneration.  I  came  up  on  the  13th  instant,  to  pre- 
pare my  affairs  for  a  Jong  absence  on  the  Assembly.  I  would 
wish  to  carry  some  useful  ideas  with  me  when  I  join  the  Senate, 
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and  I  take  the  liberty  once  more  to  ask  the  kindness  of  you  to 
furnish  me  with  such  suggestions  aa  you  may  deem  useful  for 
the  occasion.  I  will  use  them  under  such  restrictions  as  you 
may  think  proper  to  impose.  I  should  be  happy  to  call  on 
you,  but  I  shall  be  so  engaged  in  settling  my  necessary  affairs 
I  am  not  certain  it  will  he  in  my  power  to  pass  through  Albe- 
marle. By  the  5lh  October  I  count  on  leaving  homo,  I  wish 
to  obtain  Col,  Nicholas's  consent,  that  ho  may  bo  put  in  nomi- 
nation as  our  next  Governor. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

With  the  most  sincere  respect  ami  esteem, 

¥our  friend  and  humble  servant, 


s  Jefsrson,  Esq.,  Montlcdlo. 


Joseph  G.  Cabell. 


T.   J.   TO   J.   c.   c, 

MoNnoEiLO,  Septembei-  28, 1814. 
DiSAR  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  17th  is  just  received.  I 
shall  answer  it,  as  usual,  frankly,  adding  my  suggestions  to 
those  you  may  receive  from  others,  or  conceive  yourself,  that 
your  own  good  judgment  may  examine  all  things,  and  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good.  Having  before  imposed  on  you  the 
corvee  of  reading  my  general  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  our 
finances,  I  may  be  the  shorter  now.  I  then  thought  it  so  im- 
portant fjr  the  nation  to  enter  into  its  rights  in  the  circulating 
medium  that  I  proposed  the  legislative  resumption  of  them, 
and  the  gradual  abolition  of  the  banks  of  paper  discount  and 
of  their  paper.  It  would  have  been  a  difficult  task  ;  but  to 
get  along  with  the  war  otherwise  I  thought  more  difficult. 
Providence  has  now  done  the  work  for  us;  the  banks,  from 
North  to  South,  are  all  bankrupt,  and  have  ao  declared  them- 
selves ;  covered,  indeed,  under  the  thin  pretext  of  preventing 
our  enemies  from  drawing  off  all  our  specie,  and  their  assu- 
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ranee  that  they  wiH  re-assume  bnsiness  at  a  proper  time.  But 
I  presume  they  will  not  invite  the  public  authorities  to  inspect 
their  books  and  vaults,  to  see  if  the  latter  contain  one-third  of 
what  the  former  will  prove  they  have  in  circulation.  Their 
notes,  already  rejected  by  eotoe,  received,  with  hesitation,  by 
others,  may  drag  on  a  few  weeks  longer,  for  want  of  all  other 
circulation,  but  they  are  essentially  defunct;  and  it  is  incum- 
bent on  the  public  authorities  to  act  on  that  ground.  To  Con- 
gress, it  certainly  should  belong  exclusively ;  and,  I  presume, 
they  will  immediately  eommenco  supplying  the  circuhition 
with  treasury  notes.  If  bottomed  on  taxes,  they  will  be 
received  as  willingly  as  gold  and  silver ;  if  not  so  bottomed, 
they  will  soon,  if  not  at  the  first,  be  on  a  footing  with  the 
bank  notes  and  old  Continental.  They  should,  in  the  first 
place,  issue  as  much  as  would  repay  all  they  have  borrowed 
from  the  banks,  requiring  the  banks  to  throw  them  into  circu- 
lation, iu  exchange  for  their  own  notes ;  and  they  should  issue 
so  much  more  as  will  carry  us  through  the  ensuing  year.  If 
they  were  to  buy  up,  with  treasury  notes,  the  certificates  of  all 
their  former  loans,  they  would  scarcely  furnish  as  much  me- 
dium as  is  necessai'y  to  let  us  down  easily  from  the  present 
excess.  Taxes,  then,  redeeming  annually  one-tenth  of  their 
issues,  would  gradually  reduce  them  to  a  competent  circula- 
tion ;  and  whenever  they  should  fall  helow  that,  the  metals 
would  come  in  and  keep  it  up  to  its  wholesome  level. 

But  these  measures  may  not,  perhaps,  be  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, and  would,  besides,  he  too  dilatory  for  the  wants  of  our 
State,  which  you  represent  as  urgent.  The  question,  then,  is 
whether  we  ought  not  to  do  ourselves  what  I  have  said  it  is  the 
more  peculiar  duty  of  Congress  to  do?  I  acknowledge  a  difB- 
culty  arising  from  the  words  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  construction  which  some  may  put  on  them,  and 
that  construction,  too,  which  is  safest  for  the  general  interest. 
The  States  are  prohibited  from  "emitting  bills  of  credit."  It 
is  impossible,  however,  but  that  these  words  must  have  some 
limitation  to  their  meaning.     Thev  cannot  mean,  for  instance, 
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that  a  State  may  not  give  to  those  to  whom  it  owes  a  deht 
which  it  cannot  yet  pay,  an  acknowleiigment  of  what  it  owes. 
Our  State,  for  example,  has  heen  in  the  constant  practice  of 
issuing,  by  its  Auditor,  certificates  of  what  it  owes  to  the 
hearer,  whether  the  Treasurer  can  pay  thfcm  immediately  or 
not;  and  this  has  never  been  deemed  a  breach  of  the  consti- 
tution. Continue  this  practice,  then.  You  owe  the  hanks 
$300,000;  give  them  auditor's  certificates  of  from  fifty  down 
to  five  dolhirs,  declaring  that  the  State  owes  thorn  so  many 
dollars,  which  shall  he  paid  to  them  or  bearer,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  a  tas,  within  such  a  term,  or  as  much  sooner  as 
may  bo  from  other  resources,  and  let  the  hanliE  give  out  these 
certificates  in  exchange  for  so  much  of  their  oivn  notes.  Tou 
owe  present  sums  also  to  your  militia,  contractors  and  furnish- 
ers, and  will  be  incurring  new  debts  through  tho  ensuing  year. 
Authorize  the  giving  them  due-bills,  countersigned  by  the 
Auditor,  to  a  corresponding  effect.  Suppose  these,  with  the 
debt  to  the  banks  amount  to  $iOO,000— lay  tnxos  of  $40,000, 
annual  amount,  for  ten  years,  appropriate  them  sacredly  to  the 
sole  object  of  paying  off  that  amount  of  these  bills  annually, 
and  let  them,  moreover,  be  receivable  in  taxes.  Were  bank 
bills  in  credit,  it  might  he  necessary  to  make  the  Auditor's 
notes  bear  interest ;  hut  they  will  be  taken  now  of  necessity, 
and  greedily,  without  interest,  as  the  bank  notes  were.  Their 
bearing  an  interest  would  produce  two  great  evils:  1st.  They 
would  be  hoarded,  and  the  circulation  starved.  2d.  You  would 
ha  twenty  instead  of  ten  years  redeeming  the  deht,  by  the 
same  tax,  were  you  to  allow  the  same  interest  which  tlie  United 
States  give. 

But  the  United  States  owe  you  $-100,000.  As  soon,  then, 
as  this  is  paid,  call  in  our  own  notes  in  exchange  for  those 
of  the  United  States.  Let  the  tax  cease  from  that  moment, 
and  with  it,  the  example  of  being  in  contact  with  the  Consti- 
tution. That  example  continued,  might  lead  to  new  deluges 
of  paper  circulation,  and  to  new  revolutions  and  convul- 
sions  in   private  fortunes.      We  shall  now  experience  these 
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in  a  higher  clegree  than  on  the  death  of  the  old  Continental 
money ;  hat  this  evil  is  incurred,  and  cannot  he  cured  ;  and  it 
wa3  long  ago  visible  to  experience  and  observation,  that  the 
bank  mania  had  seized  our  citizens  so  universally  as  to  admit 
no  other  remedy  than  ruin.  That  is  now  upon  them,  and  will, 
I  hope,  convince  the  Legislatures  that  it  is  the  interest  of  all 
that  all  should  relinquish  the  right  of  establishing  banks  of 
paper  discount;  and  that  neither  should  that  power  he  given  to 
Congress ;  because  it  is  an  expedient  which  runa  so  certainly 
to  abuse  and  the  ruin  of  private  fortunes,  that  no  such  power 
ought  to  be  granted  by  the  people  to  any  of  their  public  func- 
tionaries. The  proceedings,  I  propose,  in  order  to  secure  ua 
permanently  against  the  recurrence  of  this  catastrophe,  should 
declare  that  no  bank  note  should  be  ever  again  transferable,  or  , 
even  again  be  evidence  of  a  debt,  or  effect  the  discharge  of  a 
debt.  Eut  for  this  the  Legislature  will  not  be  ripe  until  they 
are  overwhelmed  by  the  abyss  of  ruin,  now  only  beginning. 

Accept  these  suggestions,  which  have  been  invited  by  your 
own  request ;  use  them  for  your  own  consideration  only,  or 
that  of  confidential  friends,  and  be  assured  of  my  great  friend- 
ship and  respect. 

Th:  Jefeebson. 

Jcupk  0.  CabeU,  Esq. 


T.    J.    TO    J,    C,    C. 

MONTicELLO,  September  80,  181J. 
Dear  Sir, — In  my  letter  of  the  23d,  an  important  fact 
escaped  me,  which,  lest  it  should  not  occur  to  you,  I  will  men- 
tion. The  moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  glebe  lands  in 
the  several  counties,  have  generally,  I  believe,  and  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature,  been  d?posited  in  some  of  the 
banks;    so,  also,  the  funds  of  the  literary*  society.      These 

*  The  editor  ia  not  aware  of  wliat  society  is  here  alluilGii  to. 


=  =,Google 


1814.]  CORllESPONDENCE.  31 

debts,  altliougli  parcelled  among  the  comities,  yet  the  counties 
constitute  the  State,  and  their  representatives  the  Legisinture, 
united  ioto  one  irhole.  It  ia  right,  then,  that  owing  $300,000 
to  the  banks,  they  should  stay  so  much  of  that  sum  in  their 
own  hands,  as  will  secure  what  the  hanks  owe  to  their  constit- 
uents as  divided  into  counties.  Perhaps  the  loss  of  these  funds 
would  be  the  most  lasting  of  the  evils  proceeding  from  the  in- 
solvency of  the  banks. 
Ever  yours, 

With  great  esteem  and  respect, 

Tn:  Jeffersos, 

foMiik  C.  Cahdl.  Bsq- 


[The  letter  eueldacd  in  tlie  following,  having  been  publishod  in  the  last  odi- 
tion  of  Ml'.  Jeffsi-^on's  "Worlis,"  VI.  391,  is  not  re-pfinioil  here] 

T.   J.   TO   J.   C.   C. 

MoNTicELtD,  October  16j  1814. 
Dear  Sir, — Either  inaccurate  expression  in  myself,  or  the 
misapprehension  of  a  friend,  to  whom  I  had  communicated  my 
former  letters  on  our  finances,  having  obliged  me  to  write  an- 
other in  explanation,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  it,  because  you 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  others.  I  should  wish  this 
to  be  seen  by  those  to  whom  you  had  communicated  the  former, 
lest  they  also  should  have  misapprehended  me,  taking  care  only 
to  keep  it  out  of  the  pnblic  papers,  and  to  retui-n  it  when  done 
■with.  I  am  aware  of  the  nest  of  hornets  it  would  raise  upon 
me,  and  am  too  old  to  court  controversy.  Forty  years  ago  I 
might  have  indulged  the  spirit  of  proselytism ;  but  at  present 
I  seek  not  to  disturb  the  opinions  of  others.  Accept  the  asau- 
rancc  of  my  friendly  and  respectful  attachment, 

Th:  Jefperson. 

Jost^h   a  Cahdl,  aj. 
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KiouHOND,  lOth  October,  1814. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  23d  September  reached  me  be- 
fore I  left  home;  that  of  30th  since  I  came  to  this  place.  I 
have  already  given,  and  shall  continue  to  give,  to  those  letters 
the  fdlest  consiclevation  In  mj  povver.  We  have  as  yet  seUled 
upon  no  plan  of  finance  or  defence ;  and  are  waiting  to  hear 
the  plana  of  Congress.  Our  difficulties  are  great  and  increas- 
ing. Your  idea  of  isDuing  State  ccrtificalea  ought  and,  I  trust, 
will  be  adopted,  at  least  so  far  as  to  support  the  public  credit 
of  the  State,  when  the  treasury  may  happen  to  be  empty.  I 
was  the  only  person  in  the  Senate  who  voted  against  the  bill 
which  has  this  day  passed,  authorizing  the  two  banks  in  this 
city  to  issue  notes  under  five  dollars.  I  should  be  estremelj 
■  thankful  for  any  further  communication  ycu  may  at  any  time 
be  pleased  to  make  me,  feeling  myself  always  highly  gratified 
and  instructed  by  any  views  which  you  take  of  any  subject. 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Moat  respectfully  and  sincerely  yours, 

JosKi'ii  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  JtferKnn. 

XIX. 

J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

KioujiOND,  37th  December,  1814. 
Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  letter,  which  I  received  under 
cover  of  your  favor  of  ICth  October,  having  remained  a  aufS- 
cient  length  of  time  in  my  hands,  I  now  return  it,  agreeably  to 
your  desire,  and  beg  you  to  receive  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
communication,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  keep  a  copy  of  it, 
for  my  own  gratification  and  instruction,  and  for  the  occasional 
perusal  of  such  friends  as  may  be  desirous  to  obtain  informa- 
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tioii.  It  shall  neither  go  into  the  papers  nov  bo  indiscreetly 
used.  Should  you  continue  your  researches  upon  finance  oj- 
any  of  the  hranches  of  political  economy,  you  would  griUlfj 
me  extremely  by  affording  me  a  perusal  of  your  piipers.  Mr. 
Ititchie  has  sheivn  me  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  Traey'iS 
■work  on  political  economy.  This  was  the  first  intelligence  I 
La,ve  received  of  that  work;  and  from  the  mat.ner  in  which 
yon  speak  of  it,  as  ivell  as  from  the  high  reputation  of  that 
illustrious  senator,  it  must  he  a  very  interesting  production.  I 
therefore  entreat  the  favor  of  you,  in  the  event  of  Col.  Duane's 
not  publishing  his  translation,  and  of  your  recovering  the 
French  copy,  to  give  mo  an  opportunity  of  perusing  the  latter. 
I  would  take  particular  care  of  it,  and  return  it  safely  into 
your  hands  in  the  course  of  a  month  or  six  weeks ;  so  that 
none  of  your  other  friends,  who  might  solicit  a  similar  favor, 
should  be  disappointed  from  neglect  or  tardiness  on  my  part. 
The  session  will  terminate  about  the  end  of  this  or  the  mid- 
dle of  next  week.  Our  revenue  will  be  swelled,  hy  the  new 
taxes  we  have  imposed,  to  a  million  of  dollars.  The  Farmers 
Bank  has  already  advanced  the  sum  of  |200,000,  and  are  now 
in  treaty  with  us  to  advance  the  sum  of  $800,000,  in  anticipa^ 
tion  of  the  revenue.  In  addition  to  this,  o,  loan  for  a  million 
of  dollars  will  be  probably  attempted,  on  the  tjnns  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  of  the  House  of  Del- 
egates, which  you  have  seen  in  the  papers.  Constitutional 
difiieuUies  deter  many  of  the  members  from  the  idea,  of  issuing 
trea.^ury  notes  hy  the  State,  on  the  plan  of  the  notes  issued  at 
Washington.  Auditor's  warrants,  or  certificates  founded  on 
real  antecedent  transactions  between  the  State  and  its  citizens, 
bearing  6  per  cent,  interest,  will  probably  bo  authorized ;  and 
a  further  authority  to  fund  these  certificates  at  S  per  cent,  will 
probably  be  given  to  the  Treasurer.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  these  measures  will  be  decided  on.  From  the  commenco- 
Bietit  ox  the  session,  I  have  entertained  doubts  whether  a  mil- 
lion could  be  borrowed  at  8  per  cent. ;  and  the  money  being 
clearly  necessary  to  prepare  the  State  for  defence  during  the 
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next  campaign,  I  should  have  been  willing,  and  indeed  have 
teen  desirous,  to  ensure  the  loan,  by  making  a  contract  with 
the  Virginia  Bank,  on  such  a  scheme  of  borrowing  aa  would  not 
have  augmented  the  currency  of  bank  paper,  and  yet  would 
have  procured  for  the  State  the  amount  wanted.  But  the  offi- 
cers of  that  institution,  after  first  favoring  the  plan,  suddenly 
tacked  about,  and  put  a  stop  to  all  ideas  of  the  kind,  by  de- 
manding such  terms  as  no  one  can  think  of  granting.  We 
are  thrown  back  on  the  scheme  of  a  loan  from  individuals  at  8 
per  cent.,  which  I  should  greatly  prefer,  were  such  a  loan 
practicable.  In  order  to  obtain  the  funds  requisite  for  the  use 
of  the  State,  we  have  to  wade  with  patience  throagh  the  diffi- 
culties resulting  from  diversity  of  views  and  opinions  in  the 
Houses  of  Assembly,  and  conflicting  anti-social  interests  id 
society.  I  still  hope,  however,  that  we  shall  provide  the  sums 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  whatever  want  of  sys- 
tem or  consistency  may  appear  on  the  face  of  our  measures. 
The  defence  bill,  or  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  is  still  before 
the  Ilouse  of  Delegates.     It  will  probably  be  rejected. 

Coi.  Yancey,*  in  the  course  of  this  session,  has  shewn  me  a 
petition  signed  by  Col.  Randolph,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  him  to  open  the  moun- 
tain falls  above  Milton,  and  to  receive  a  toll  on  vessels  and 
produce  passing  the  same.  I  observed  to  Col.  ¥.  that  the 
object  of  that  petition  appeared  to  me  to  conflict  with  the 
charter  of  the  company  with  which  you  have  bad  so  much 
trouble,  and  advised  him  to  procure  from  Col.  R.  an  explanatory 
statement  of  the  reasons  that  induced  the  petition ;  for  with- 
out shewing  that  tbe  company  have  forfeited  their  charter,  I 
do  not  see  how  we  could  transfer  the  powers  and  rights  of  the 
company  to  an  individual.  Perhaps  I  do  not  understand  Col. 
R.'s  views   on  this  subject.     Col.  ¥.  has  determined  to  lay 

f  Col.  Chiis.  Yttuoey  waa  then  a,  delegate  from  Albemarle,  nntl  ie  to  Ije  dia- 
tinguished  from  his  relatiTe,  Maj.  Chas.  Yancey,  for  many  years  (i  delegate 
from  Baekingham.  A  letter  to  the  former  genflBmftn,  treating  priaeipaUy  on 
the  aame  tflpics  with  this,  appears  in  his  Works,  VI.  514. 
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over  the  petition  till  another  session,  A  bill  haa  passed 
authoriKing  Wm.  Wood  to  open  tbe  river  from  Milton  down 
to  Columbia;  but,  in  this  case,  it  is  understood  that  the  com- 
pany authoriaed  by  a  former  law  has  never  been  formed,  and 
that  the  law  is  a  dead  letter.  I  need  not  observe  that  it  would 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  serve  Col.  Randolph,  and  that  I 
remain, 

Moat  faithfully  and  sincerely  your  friend, 

Joseph  C,   Cabei,!,. 
Thomas  Jeffersmi,  Esq.,  Montieello. 


XX. 

[Mr.  J.  in  the  following  letter,  for  the  first  lime  enters  speoially  on  that 
■which  is  the  principal  subject  of  thia  corresponiieace.  He  refers  to  an  insti- 
tution to  be  called  "The  Central  College,"  and  which  he  had  contemplated  as 
the  nucleus  of  a  future  Universitj.  This  letter  also  shews  the  reliance  he  had 
placed  on  Mr.  C.'a  assistance  in  carrying  out  his  future  plans.  Mr.  C.  before 
this  bad  received  offers  of  a  diplomatic  position  abroad,  or  of  some  post  nnder 
the  Geneva!  Government  at  home.  Repeated  overtures  had  also  been  made 
to  him  to  offer  his  services  as  the  representative  of  his  district  in  Congress, 
and  with  every  prospect  of  success;  but  ho  declined  them  all.  Hia  deeire 
was  to  devole  himself  to  the  service  of  bis  native  State;  and  in  this  he  was 
confirmed  by  this  letter  and  subsequent  conferences  with  Mr.  J.  growing  out 
of  it.] 

■I.  J.  TO    J.  C.  0, 

MoNTicBiLO,  January  5th,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  December  27th,  with  the  letter 
inclosed,  has  been  received.  Knowing  well  that  the  bank- 
mania  still  posaesses  the  great  body  of  our  countrymen,  it  was 
not  expected  that  any  radical  cure  of  that  could  be  at  once 
effected.  We  must  go  further  wrong,  probably  to  a  ne  plus 
ultra,  bafore  we  shall  be  forced  into  what  is  right.  Something 
will  be  obtained,  however,  if  we  can  excite  in  those  who  think, 
doubt  first,  reflection  next,  and  conviction  at  last.  The  Oon- 
atitution,  too,  presents  difSculties  here  with  which  the  General 
Government  is  not  embarraased.     If  your  Auditor's  notes  are 
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inai.le  pnyable  to  bearer,  anil  of  sizes  suitable  for  circulation, 
tliej  will  fini]  their  way  into  circulation,  as  well  as  into  tlie 
lio;ird3  of  tbe  thrifty,  espec'iilly  in  important  payments  for 
land,  &c.,  ivhich  are  to  lie  on  band  some  time  ivuiting  for 
employment.  A  bank  note  is  now  received  only  as  a  "  Kobin'a 
alive." 

On  Mr.  Bitchie's  declining  the  publication  of  Tracy's  work, 
I  proposed  it  to  !i  Mr.  Miilegan,  of  Georgetown,  who  under- 
takes it.  I  had,  thcicfore,  written  to  Gen.  Duane  to  forward 
it  to  him ;  so  that  it  will  not  be  in  ray  possession  until  it  is 
published.  Have  you  seen  the  Review  of  Montesquieu,*  by 
an  anonymous  author?  the  ablest  work  of  the  age.  It  was 
translated  and  published  by  Duane  about  three  years  ngo.  In 
giving  the  most  correct  analysis  of  the  principles  of  political 
association  which  has  yet  been  offered,  ho  states,  in  the  branch 
of  political  economy  particularly,  although  much  in  brief,  some 
of  the  soundest  and  most  profound  views  we  !i3,ve  ever  had  on 
those  subjects. 

I  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  Say.  lie  has  in  contem- 
plation to  remove  to  this  country,  and  to  this  neighborhood 
particulai]y;  and  asks  of  me  answers  ro  some  enquiries  he 
makes.  Could  the  petition  which  the  Albemarle  Academy 
addressed  to  our  Legislature  have  succeeded  at  the  hite  session, 
a  little  aid  additional  to  the  objects  of  that  would  have  enabled 
us  to  have  hero  immediately  the  best  seminary  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  know  to  whom  P.  Carr  (PresiJent  of  the 
Eoai-d  of  Trustees)  committed  the  petition  and  papers;!  but  I 
have  seen  no  trace  of  their  having  been  offered.  Tbiijking  it 
possible  you  may  not  have  seen  them,  I  send  f-ir  your  perusal 
the  copies  I  retained  for  my  own  use.     They  consist — 1.  Of  a 

*  "Tlie  enitltetl  opinion  of  Ihis  book,  as  also  of  tbo  Political  Economj — both 
bj  Tracj — expressed  hy  Mr.  J.  liere  nnii  elsewhere  in  this  corrcspoudence, 
hiia  EOt  been  aliared  by  many  otliers  in  Virginia." — Note  l-y  ilr.  0. 

■f  These  and  other  papers  appeared  in  1817,  in  ft  paniplilat  pnnt«d  by  order 
of  tlie  Legislature,  at  the  iniit^noe  of  Mr.  C,  and  wliiuli  nna  generally  dis- 
.trlbuted  o.Ter  tlie  State.     Several  of  tlieni  mill  re-appear  in  tbe  Appendix. 
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letter  to  him,  sketcbing,  at  tlie  request  of  the  trustees,  n  plan 
for  the  institution.  2.  One  to  JuJgc  Cooper,  in  answer  to 
eome  observations  he  had  favored  me  ivith,  on  the  plan.  3.  A 
copy  of  the  petition  of  the  trustees.  4.  A  copy  of  the  act  we 
wished  from  the  Legishiture.  They  are  long;  hut  as  we  always 
counted  on  you  as  the  main  pillar  of  tbeir  support,  and  we 
fchall  prohably  return  to  the  charge  at  the  next  session,  the 
trouble  of  leading  them  will  come  upon  yon,  and  as  ivell  now 
aa  then.  The  lottery  allowed  hy  the  former  act,  the  proceed^ 
of  our  two  glebes,  and  our  dividend  of  the  Literary  I'und, 
with  the  le-organization  of  the  institution,  are  what  was  asked 
in  that  petition.  In  addition  to  this,  if  we  could  obtain  a  loan 
for  four  or  five  years  only  of  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars, 
I  thmk  I  have  it  now  in  my  power  to  obtain  three  of  the  ablest 
characters  in  the  world  to  fill  the  higher  professorships  of  what 
in  the  plan  is  called  the  second,  or  general  grade  of  education; 
ttiree  such  characters  as  are  not  in  a  single  University  of  Eu- 
rope; and  for  those  of  languages  and  mathematics,  a  part  of 
the  same  grade,  able  professors  doubtless  could  also  be  readily 
obtained.  With  these  characters,  I  should  not  he  afraid  to  say 
that  the  circle  of  the  sciences  composing  that  second,  or  gen- 
eral grade,  would  be  more  profoundly  taught  here  than  in  any 
institution  in  the  United  States,  and  I  might  go  farther.  The 
first,  or  elementary  grade  of  education  is  not  developed  in  this 
plan;  an  authority  only  being  asked  to  its  Visitors  for  putting 
into  motion  a  former  proposition  for  that  object,  For  an 
explanation  of  this,  therefore,  I  am  obliged  to  add  to  these 
papers  a  letter  I  wrote  some  time  since  to  Mr.  Adams,*  ia 
which  I  had  occasion  to  give  some  account  of  what  had  been 
proposed  here  for  culling  from  every  condition  of  our  people 
the  natural  aristocracy  of  talents  and  virtue,  and  of  preparing 
it  by  education,  at  the  public  expense,  for  the  care  of  the 
public  concerns.  This  letter  will  present  to  you  some  meas- 
ures  still   requisite   to  complete  and   secure   our   republican 

*  Thia  letter  may  be  found  in  lie  fii'st  edition  of  Mr.  J.'b  Writings,  IV.  220. 
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edifice,  and  which  remain  in  charge  for  our  younger  statesmcB. 
On  yourself,  Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Gilmer,*  when  they  shall  enter 
the  public  councils,  I  rest  my  hopes  for  this  great  accomplish- 
ment, and  doubtless  you  will  have  other  able  coadjutors  not 
known  to  me. 

Col.  Randolph  Iiaving  gone  to  Richmond  before  the  rising 
of  the  Legislature,  you  will  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining to  him  personally  the  part  of  your  letter  respecting 
hia  petition  for  opening  the  Milton  falls,  which  his  departure 
prevented  my  communicating  to  him.  I  had  not  heard  him 
speak  of  it,  and  had  been  glad,  as  to  myself,  by  the  act  re- 
cently passed,  to  have  aaved  our  own  rights  in  the  defensive 
war  with  the  Kivaana  Company,  and  should  not  have  advised 
the  renewing  and  carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country. 

Be  so  good  as  to  return  all  the  inclosed  papers  after  perusal, 
and  to  accept  assurances  of  my  great  esteem  and  respect. 

Th:  Jekeeesoh. 
Joseph  C.  Cabdl,  Esq. 


Warminstee,  5tli  Marcli,  1815. 
Dear  Sir, — After  a  long  detention  on  the  road,  by  the  deep 
snow  that  fell  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  January,  I  ar- 
rived here  on  5th  nit.,  since  which  1  have  had  the  pleasure  to 
receive  your  favor  of  5th  January,  together  with  the  papers 
enclosed.  You  have  imposed  on  me  new  obligations  by  this 
CO mmmni cation.  The  particular  posture  of  my  domestic  affairs 
at  the  time  I  reached  home,  and  the  new  arrangements  in  re- 
gard to  my  property  demanded  by  the  return  of  peace,  have  not 
permitted  me  to  go  over  these  interesting  papers  as  often,  nor  to 

«  William  C.  Eivej  and  Francis  W.  Gilmer. 
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consider  their  contents  as  fuliy  and  maturely  as  I  could  desire. 
I  have  read  them  several  times,  and  bestowed  a,  good  deal  of 
reflection  on  them ;  but  I  will  beg  the  favor  of  another  reading 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  immediately  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Assembly.  In  the  interval,  I  shall  make  a 
visit  to  Albemarle,  when  I  should  be  happy  to  converse  witb 
you,  and  to  express,  more  fully  than  I  can  at  present,  my 
views  of  this  subject.  Why  the  petition  was  not  presented,  I 
cannot  inform  you.  The  papers  were  never  shewn  to  me;  nor 
did  I  ever  hear  of  them  but  incidentally,  and  I  believe  after  it 
had  been  determined  not  to  bring  them  to  the  view  of  the 
Assembly.  Col.  Yancey  generally  consulted  with  me  on  the 
business  from  Albemarle,  and  once  observed  that  certain 
papers  relative  to  an  academy  proposed  to  be  established  in 
Charlottesville,  had  been  sent  down;  that  they  were  drawn 
by  yourself,  and  were  so  finished  off  and  complete,  that  the 
delegates  had  only  to  determine  on  the  expediency  of  pre- 
senting them.  I  collected  from  him  that  they  were  in  the 
hands  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
who  would  consider  and  exercise  a  discretion  on  the  question 
of  their  presentment.  Being  a  member  of  the  upper  house,  I 
waited,  of  course,  for  the  petition  to  make  its  appearance  in 
the  lower  house  before  I  could  take  up  the  subject;  which  at 
that  time  I  supposed  was  one  of  a  much  more  local  and  con- 
fined nature  than  I  find  it  really  is.  Subsequently  to  this 
conversation  with  Col.  Yancey,  I  was  accidentally  a  witness 
to  a  small  part  of  a  conversation  between  Doct.  Carr  and  Mr. 
Wirt  upon  the  subject  of  these  papers,  when  Doctor  Carr 
remarked  that  they  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Peter  Carr  to  Mr. 
David  Watson,  of  Louisa,  who  had  determined,  from  some 
cause  or  other,  that  they  should  not  be  presented  at  tbe  last 
session.  I  have  the  highest  respect  and  friendship  for  Mr. 
Watson,  and  concluded  that  the  reasons  which  had  decided  his 
mind,  were  solid  and  sufficient.  This  is  the  amount  of  the 
knowledge  I  then  had  on  the  subject.  I  assure  you  I  had 
no   bint   from   any   quarter   that   I  was  expected   to  bestow 
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particular  care  on  this  businesa,  or  I  should  have  paid  to  it 
the  greatest  attention  imaginable,  and  done  anything  in  the 
compass  of  my  feeble  abilities  to  promote  your  views.  I  con- 
fess I  SCO  nothing  at  this  time  that  ought  to  impede  the  passage 
of  jour  hi!!  through  the  Assembly ;  nor  can  I  conceive  from 
what  quarter  objections  could  arise,  unless  from  some  of  t!ie 
people  of  Albemarle  wht  raigiit  not  Misb  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  glebes  to  the  establiahment  of  sm 
academy  at  Charlottesville,  or  from  certain  members  of  the 
Assembly  who  might  have  other  views  of  the  ultimate  destina- 
tion of  the  literary  fund,  or  from  certain  delegates  from  the 
lower  counties  who  might  have  fears  for  William  and  Mary, 
or  from  a  certain  class  of  members  who  might  not  wish  to  lend 
the  amount  prayed  to  be  loaned.  I  hope  there  would  be  no 
Other  effect  produced  by  the  plan  upon  William  and  Mary  than 
that  necessarily  resulting  from  another  college  in  the  State. 
Having  had  a  considerable  share  in  getting  Mr.  Smith  to  fake 
the  presidency,  I  should  feel  somewhat  delicately  situated  in 
regard  to  that  seminary.  I  should  he  much  pleased  if  such 
men  as  Mr,  Say  could  find  it  their  interest  to  reside  in  Vir- 
ginia. I  have  the  commentary  on  Montesquieu,  of  which  you 
speak,  and  have  commenced  its  perusal.  It  is  to  be  inferred 
from  your  letters,  I  think,  that  Mr,  Tracy  is  the  author.  His 
Political  Economy  I  will  purchase  on  sight. 

The  honorable  acquittal  of  my  friend  Coles  gives  me  great 
pleasure.  I  leave  this  in  a  few  days  for  the  lower  country,  to 
make  some  new  arrangements  of  my  property  in  Lancaster. 
If  Cocbburn  has  not  sent  my  negroes  out  of  the  United 
States,*  I  ought  to  have  them  again.  But  I  presume  they  arc 
now  making  sugar  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  if  they  have  not 
left  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  I  imagine  the  British  will 
now,  as  formerly,   disregard  the   tv-^aty.     The  negroes   from 


«  During  tlio  «at  of  18I2-U,  some  forty  slaves  were  lakon  from  the  Cor- 
jrottorann  est^to  by  Admirnl  Cockbiirn.  For  tliesc  partial  compensation  'waa 
reoeived  in  183T,  froni  tlie  eommisBlunars  uiiiler  tlio  ti-eaty  of  Client. 
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CoiTOttoman  were  carried  to  Tangier  Island.  Fi'om  what  I 
have  heard,  I  am  led  to  believe  tlie  enemy  some  time  since 
broke  up  their  establishment  on  that  island. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  friend, 

JosErir  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jcfcrson. 


MosTiOELLO,  December  23,  1815. 

Dear  Sir, — A  petition  hns  been  presented  to  our  present 
Legislature,  by  a  Capt.  Joseph  Miller,  praying  a  confirmation 
of  the  will  of  his  half-brotber,  Thomua  Read,  who  died  not 
long  since  at  Norfolk,  possessed  of  lands  and  slaves,  which  ho 
devised  to  his  half-brothers  and  sisters,  then  living  in  England, 
This  one  bought  up  the  shares  of  the  whole,  and  came  over  to 
reside  here  as  a  citizen.  He  arrived  after  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  was  instantly  ordered  up  to  Charlottesville.  We,  cf 
course,  became  acquainted  with  him,  and  were  soon  attached 
to  him  by  the  honest  simplicity  of  his  character,  so  that  he  was 
soon  at  home  in  every  house.  We  found  him  as  zealous  an 
American  as  any  of  ourselves,  and  I  interceded  with  the  Mar- 
shal to  let  him  go  to  Norfolii  to  look  to  his  property,  making 
myself  responsible  for  tho  fidelity  of  his  conduct.  He  sat  up 
a  brewery  there  in  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Hays,  which  he  still 
carries  on  with  great  success,  being,  I  verily  believe,  the  most 
skillful  brewer  that  has  ever  come  to  the  country.  But  during 
his  stay  here,  be  has  become  attached  to  the  neighbors  and 
neighborhood,  and  is  looting  out  for  a  farm  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  fjrming  and  brewing  jointly,  and  on  a  moderate  scale. 
He  has  now  been  with  me  two  months,  a  very  welcome  guest 
to  all  the  family,  and  this  mfty  explain  the  interest  I  take  in 
bis  case.  Considering  him,  too,  as  becoming  one  of  your  con- 
stituents, I  have  thought  I  might,  without  impropriety,  solicit 
your  patronags  of  his  claim.     Ilis  petition  was  put  into  the 
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hands  of  Mr.  Maury,*  one  of  our  representatives,  and  I  now 
write  to  Mr.  Baker,f  to  ask  Ms  aid  in  that  house.  The  facts 
and  principles  of  his  claim  are  so  fully  stated  in  the  petition 
that  I  need  add  nothing  to  them.  I  have  been  told  the  Com- 
tniaaionera  of  the  literary  fund  habitually  oppose  these  petitions. 
No  one  wishes  more  than  I  do,  to  see  the  literary  fund  increase, 
but  not  by  the  plunder  of  individuals.  The  testator  in  this 
case  Iiad  a  fair  claim  to  the  privilege  of  every  citizen,  of  dispo- 
sing of  the  property  which  he  had  made  by  his  own  industry, 
to  those  dearest  to  him,  I  believe  I  should  be  correct  in  say- 
ing, that  England  is  the  only  country  in  Europe  which  seizes 
the  property  in  such  a  case.  I  speak  from  »  knowledge  of  the 
fact,  as  to  several  countries  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
a  full  belief  of  it  in  others.  France  exhibits  a  remarkable  in- 
stance. The  D«ke  of  Eichmond  is  of  French  extraction,  held, 
when  I  left  that  country  in  1789,  a  great  ducal  estate  there, 
and  was  one  of  the  hereditary  dukes  and  peers  of  France. 
This  you  will  see  in  the  Almanac  Royal  of  that  year,  and  in 
the  Court  Calendar  of  England  of  every  year.  His  estate 
may  have  been  confiscated  in  the  mass  of  Seigneural  property 
there  during  the  revolution  ;  but  of  this  I  am  not  informed. 
We  have  copied  the  barbarism  from  England  in  our  general 
law,  but  the  Legislature  properly  relaxes  it  in  all  reasonable 
cases,  as  I  hope  and  believe  they  will  in  this,  where  the  claim- 
ant desires  to  become  a  resident  citizen  as  his  brother  was. 
I  say  nothing  of  the  fact,  that  his  parents  were  established  in 
the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  and  himself 
born  in  them;  because  you  will  find  the  details  of  that  spe- 
cially stated  in  the  petition.  Pray  obtain  justice  for  him,  and 
accept  my  respectful  and  affectionate  salutations. 

Th:  Jepfkhsox. 

Joseph  C.  Gahell,  &s- 

*  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Maury,  gi-andaon  of  Sir.  Jelfersou's  old  Pi-eeeptor,  Rev. 
James  Maury.  A  letter  of  Mr,  JeffBi-aon  to  him,  toweling  on  some  of  these 
Bubjeeta,  moj  be  found  in  hJB  works,  VI.  5J8, 

f  Probably  Mr.  JerraaD  Baker,  then  a  delegate  from  Cnmberlind. 
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J.   C.    C.   TO   T.   J. 

Richmond,  16th  January,  ISlfi. 
Dear  Sir, — ^I  received  in  duo  time  by  the  mail,  your  favor 
respecting  Mr.  Miller's  petition ;  and  I  have  deferred  writing 
to  you  till  the  fate  of  that  hill,  and  of  the  bill  respecting  the 
Central  College,  could  he  ascertained,  so  far  as  it  depended  on 
the  House  of  Delegates.  Both  these  bills  arrived  in  the  Sen- 
ate thia  day ;  and  I  have  had  them  committed,  and  ahull  take 
all  the  care  of  them  in  tho  compass  of  my  feehle  abilities.  I 
should  have  preferred  a  delay  of  some  days  longer,  before  I 
should  write  to  you  ;  but  the  mail  leaving  town  thia  evening, 
and  being  desirous  to  avoid  the  effect  of  too  long  a  delay,  I 
must  not  postpone  my  communication  any  longer.  As  to  Mr. 
Miller's  bill,  I  am  not,  as  yet,  aware  of  any  opposition.  In 
regard  to  the  hill  respecting  the  Central  College,  there  is  some 
little  danger.  The  clause  respecting  the  literary  fund,  waa 
stricken  out  in  the  lower  house.  The  actual  destination 
which  that  fund  will  hereafter  receive,  is  not  decided.  I  think 
my  letter  to  you  from  Warminster,  apprised  you  that  I  appre- 
hended some  opposition  to  that  part  of  the  bill  respecting  that 
fund ;  and  I  advised  Mr.  Maury  not  to  press  that  subject,  if 
opposition  should  arise  to  such  an  appropriation  at  this  time. 
Opposition  was  made  to  it,  and  that  part  of  the  biH  was 
stricken  out.  The  bill  has  passed  quietly  through  the  House 
of  Delegates,  with  that  single  exception.  After  it  had  pa-ssed 
that  house,  and  before  it  had  reached  the  Senate,  Col.  Yancey 
came  to  me  and  requested  me  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  gives  to  the  trustees  the  power  to  fix  the  time  for  com- 
mencing on  the  plan  of  general  instruction  in  the  county  of 
Albemarle.  I  endeavored  to  satisfy  his  mind.  He  appeared 
to  be  afraid  of  giving  offence  to  the  people  of  the  county,  by 
putting  them  on  a  different  footing  from  the  people  of  the 
other  counties  in  the  State.     My  resolution  was  formed,  to 
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endeavor  to  get  the  bill  tlirougli  the  Senate  without  any 
change  whatsoever;  but  I  find  some  objection  among  some  of 
the  principal  membera  of  the  Senate,  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
giving  to  the  pvofeasors  the  power  of  imprisoning  the  stu- 
dents,* In  this  state  of  things,  I  have  determined  to  wri'e 
you,  and  request  the  favor  of  you,  to  inform  me  ivhether  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Carr  contains  all  that  you  have  written  upon  the 
subject  of  tliis  seminary;  and  if  it  does  not,  to  ask  the  kind- 
ness of  you  to  transmit  to  mo,  by  the  return  of  the  mail,  any 
other  communications  which,  in  any  shape,  you  may  have  made 
upon  the  subject.  I  beg  also  that  you  will  enter  into  as  full  a 
statement,  as  yciir  convenionco  will  permit,  of  the  reasons  that 
induced  you  to  give  to  the  professors  the  power  of  impri:ion!ng 
students.  My  object  would  he  to  show  your  letter  to  the 
leading  members  of  the  Senate.  If  there  should  be  no  par- 
ticular objection,  you  would  confer  a  favor  hy  stating  your 
reasons  for  taking  from  the  Court  of  Albemarle,  and  giving  to 
the  Trustees,  the  power  of  fixing  a  period  for  the  establishment 
of  achooU  in  Albemarle.  The  petition  respecting  the  houije 
in  Cbarlottesvine,t  Mr.  Maury  and  myself  have  determined 
not  to  press  into  view  till  the  College  bill  gets  well  under  way; 
because  its  fate  should  be  made  dependent  on  the  latter.  A 
Mr.  Braidwood,  teacher  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  now  established 
at  some  point  on  this  river  below  the  falls,  would  como  to 
Charlottesville  and  establish  himself  there,  provided  he  could 
get  such  a  hous-:;  as  Mr,  Estls's.  How  would  it  answer  your 
purposes,  to  get  an  act  passed  for  a  lottery  to  purchase  that 
house,  for  an  establishment  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  as  a  wing 
of  the  Central  College.  In  your  answer  it  would  be  well  to 
separate  any  thing  you  may  have  to  say  of  a  private  nature, 
from  what  it  might  bo  well  to  communicate  to  certain  raem- 


*Tlii9  propositi  ■.11,  when  first  suggosted,  wns  somewhat  EtartlinK  t>  t'lo 
fricnils  OS  «ell  ns  opponents  of  the  institution.  As  afterwards  eirplnine'l  hy  Jir. 
Jefferson,  Rome  of  its  repellent  fentiirca  were  softened;  but  on  consallulion 
with  jiidioioos  Mends,  it  was  finally  dropped. 

-j-  See  above  in  tho  iutroduction. 
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beta.  Permit  rae  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  requesting 
tlie  co-operation  of  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Poindexter,  Mr.  Watts, 
and  Gen.  Green,  of  the  Senate,*  Their  aid  ivoulil  be  of  infi- 
nite use  at  future  stages  of  this  enterprise ;  and  a  request  fiom 
you  to  these  valuable  men,  would  have  very  great  influence 
upon  its  ultimate  destiny.  I  write  in  great  haste,  hut  beg  you 
to  rest  assured  of  my  constant  attachment  and  great  respect. 
Jos.  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jiffmon. 


3.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 


(D,  23.1  Jnnunry,  1816. 
Dear  Srn, — I  wrote  you,  by  the  last  mail,  that  tho  bil's 
respecting  the  Central  College  and  Capt.  Miller's  claim  had 
just  reached  the  Senate,  and  that  the  former  was  objected  to 
in  two  points :  1.  Because  it  gives  to  the  trustees  of  the  College 
the  power  of  determining  the  time  at  which  the  act  of  2:id 
December,  1796,  shiill  be  carried  into  execution  in  Albemarle; 
and,  2,  Because  it  confers  on  the  Proctor  of  the  College  the 
powers  and  authorities  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  within  the 
precincts  of  the  institution.  Since  my  letter  was  committed 
to  the  mail,  I  have  conversed  with  the  Governor,  who  considers 
the  first  objection  of  great  weight,  as-it  would  probably  place 
the  people  of  the  county  in  hostility  to  the  College.  Whilst  I 
am  a.waiting  your  answer  to  my  last  letter,  it  bscomea  proper 
that  I  should  address  you  on  two  other  eubjects  before  the 
Senate,  in  which  you  take  an  interest.  I  cannot  find  among 
the  papers  in  Capt.  Miller's  case  the  evidences  of  the  convey- 
ance made  to  him,  by  the  other  devisees,  of  their  portions  of 


*Mr.  PoiadeKtcr  was  from  the  Gooclilnnd  District;  Geii.  Edward  Wntts, 
then  of  BedlorJ,  afterwai-ds  rijmoved  to  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Gen.  John 
W.  Green,  was  afterwards  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
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Thomas  Read's  estate.  I  ahould  infer  from  tbe 
■which  they  are  referred  to  in  the  petition,  that  they  -would  ap- 
pear among  the  aceompanying  documents.  Accordingly,  I 
immediately  enquired  for  them;  but  tbey  are  neither  to  be 
found,  nor  can  either  of  the  delegates  from  Albemarle  give  any 
account  of  them.  Those  papers  are  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  bill  in  the  Senate ;  and  with  their  aid,  I  trust  I  can  get  it 
through  the  House.  I  beg  the  favor  of  yciu  to  request  Capt. 
Milior  to  furniah  me  with  these  documents  with  as  littlo  delay 
aa  possible.  Whilst  I  await  their  arrival,  I  will,  by  all  means 
in  my  power,  endeavor  to  smooth  the  way  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Prom  a  letter  you  recently  wrote  Col.  Yancey,  I  perceive 
yoii  consider  the  bill  to  prevent  obstructions  in  the  navigabicv 
water-courses  of  the  Commonwealth,  of  importance  to  the 
people  on  the  banks  of  the  Rivanna.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  the  bill,  and  of  some  amendments  hastily  sketched  by  Col. 
Green,  and  would  thank  you  to  send  me  such  corrections  as 
you  deem  proper.  These  subjects  may  be  suspended  till  I  can 
get  your  answer,  without  injury  to  the  parties  concerned. 

I  regard  the  passage  of  the  bill  respecting  tbe  Central  Col- 
lege as  pretty  certain,  provided  the  modifications  suggested  in 
the  points  objected  to  shall  be  made;  and  perhaps,  without 
those  changes,  its  passage  m.ay  be  secured  by  your  explana- 
tions. I  believe  the  bill  for  internal  improvement  will  pass ; 
and  that  if  the  General  Assembly  should  be  disposed  to  give 
anything  to  education,  it  will  be  to  the  literary  fund,  for  the 
establishment  of  free  schools.  It  is  barely  possible  that  they^ 
may  give  something  to  the  Central  College,  for  teaching  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  I  am  endeavoring  to  prepare  the  more  liberal 
part  for  an  attempt  at  an  endowment  of  a  professorship  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  Thus  far  it  is  well  received ;  but  I  may  bo 
baffled.  I  have  thought  that  such  a  plan  might  engage  the 
affections  of  the  coldest  members.  Any  suggestions  from  you 
on  this  subject  would   be  thankfully  received.     I  beg  you  to 
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pai-don  the  trouble  I  give  jou,  and  to  be  assured  it  results  from 
mj  wish  to  afford  jou  satisfactioa  in  the  husinesa  entrusted  to 
my  care. 

I  am,  dear  air, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  0.  OABBr.L. 

P.  S.  Dr.  Smith,  President  of  William  &  Mary,  has  desired 
me  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  recommencl  a  text-hook  on  the 
principles  of  government,  for  the  use  of  the  students  at  that 
College.  He  is  not  satisfied  with  either  Locke  or  Rousseau. 
Can  yon  inform  me  whether  Say  on  Political  . 
heeu  translated  into  our  language? 


MoNTICET.r,o,  January  21,  181 B. 

Dbar  Sir,- — 'Your  favor  of  the  16th  experienced  great  de- 
lay on  the  road,  and  to  avoid  that  of  another  mail,  I  must 
answer  very  briefly. 

My  letter  to  Peter  Carr  contains  all  I  ever  wrote  on  the 
subject  of  the  College  ;*  a  plan  for  the  institution  being  the 
only  thing  the  trustees  asked  or  expected  from  me.  Were  it 
to  go  into  execution,  I  should  certainly  interest  myself  further 
and  strongly  in  procuring  proper  professors. 

The  establishment  of  a  Proctor  is  taken  from  the  practice  of 
Europe,  where  an  equivalent  officer  is  made  a  part,  and  is  a 
very  essential  one,  of  every  such  institution ;  and  as  the  nature 
of  his  functions  requires  that  he  should  always  bo  a  man  of 
discretion,  understanding    and    integrity,  above    the    common 

*  By  this  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  he 


c.y  Google 


48  CORRESPONDENCE.  [1816. 

level,  It  was  thought  that  he  woiiH  never  be  leas  worthy  of 
being  trusted  with  the  powers  of  .a  justice,  within  the  limita  of 
the  institution  here,  than  the  neighboring  justices  generally 
are ;  and  the  vesting  hiia  with  the  eonservation  of  the  peace 
within  that  limit  was  intended,  while  it  should  equally  secure 
its  objeci,  to  shield  the  young  and  unguarded  student  from  the 
disgrace  of  the  common  prison,  except  where  the  case  was  an 
aggravated  one.  A  confinement  to  his  own  room  was  meant 
as  an  act  of  tenderness  to  liini,  his  parents  and  friends.  In 
fine,  it  was  to  give  them  a  complete  police  of  their  own,  tem- 
pered by  the  paternal  .attentions  of  their  tutors.  And  cer- 
tainly, in  no  country  ia  such  a  provision  more  called  for  than 
in  this,  as  has  been  proved  from  times  of  old,  from  the  regular 
annual  riots  and  battles  between  the  stiidenls  of  William  & 
Mary  with  the  town  boys,  before  the  Revolution,  quorum  pars 
fui,  and  the  many  and  more  serious  affrays  of  later  times. 
ObaorvG,  too,  that  our  bill  proposes  no  exclusion  of  the  ordi- 
nary magistrate,  if  the  one  attached  to  the  institution  ia 
thought  to  execute  his  power  either  partially  or  remissly. 

The  transfer  of  the  power  to  give  commencement  to  the 
ward  or  elementary  schools  from  the  court  and  aldermen  to  the 
visitors,  was  proposed  because  the  experience  of  twenty  years 
has  proved  that  no  court  will  ever  begin  it.  The  reason  is 
obvious:  The  members  of  the  com-t  are  the  wealthy  members 
of  the  counties ;  and  as  the  expenses  of  the  schools  are  to  be 
defrayed  by  a  contribution  proportioned  to  the  aggregate  of 
other  taxes  which  every  one  pays,  they  consider  it  as  a  plajj 
to  educate  the  poor  at  the  expense  of  the  rich.  It  procceilcdt 
too,  from  a  hope  that  the  example  and  good  effeeta  being  ex- 
hibited in  one  county,  they  would  spread  from  county  to  county, 
and  become  general.  The  modification  of  the  law,  by  author- 
izing the  aldermen  to  require  the  expense  of  tutorage  from 
such  parents  as  arc  able,  would  render  trifling,  if  not  wholly 
prevent,  any  call  on  the  county  for  pecuniary  aid.  You  know 
that  nothing  better  than  a  log  house  ia  required  for  these 
schools,  and  there  is  not  a  neighborhood  which  would  not  meet 
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and  build  this  themselves,  for  the  sake  of  having  a  school  near 
them. 

I  know  of  no  peculiar  advantage  which  Charlottesville  offers 
for  Mr.  Braidwood'a  school  of  deaf  and  dumb.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  ahould  think  the  vicinity  of  the  seat  of  government 
most  favorable  to  it.  I  ahoukl  not  like  to  have  it  made  a 
member  of  our  College.  The  objects  of  the  two  institutions 
are  fundamentally  distinct.  The  one  is  science ;  the  other, 
mere  charity.  It  would  be  gratuitonsly  taking  a  boat  in  tow, 
which  may  impede,  but  cannot  aid  the  motion  of  the  principal 
institution. 

Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Tn  r    jEFFEaSON. 

[Two  postscripts,  on  separate  slipa  of  paper,  enclosed  in  the  foregoing 
letter.] 


P.  S.  I  detach  the  postscript  of  my  letter  for  the  i 
snggcsted  in  yours.  You  wish  me  to  write  to  several  gentle- 
men on  the  subject  of  onr  College.  I  could  write  to  Mr. 
Johnson,  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  for  whom  I  bare  a 
sincere  esteem  and  respect;  but  I  have  no  acquaintance  with 
the  others  yon  name.  And  indeed,  my  friend,  I  am  no  longer 
equal  to  the  labor.  I  pass  from  four  to  sis  hours  of  every  day 
of  my  life  at  my  writing  table,  in  the  drudgery  of  answering 
letters,  in  which  I  have  no  personal  concern  or  pleasure.  It  is 
weighing  and  wearing  down  my  life  with  an  oppression  of  body 
and  mind  I  am  not  able  to  bear  up  against.  I  must  throw  it 
off,  and  intrench  myself  within  the  limits  of  my  friends  and 
my  own  affairs.     I  want,  too,  to  have  some  time  for  reading. 

P.  P.  S.  Shew  the  postscript  to  Mr.  Johnson.  It  will  apol- 
ogize for  my  not  writing  to  him;  for,  indeed,  I  consider  the 
writing  to  you  as  to  him  also. 
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EioHMOKD,  21tli  Jamiary,  1810. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  ivritirg  tte  enclosed  letter,  I  have  con- 
versed with  Mr.  Mercer,*  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  to  ivhom 
I  had  lent  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carr,  upon  being  informed  by 
him  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  endeavor  to  get  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  debt  due  from  the  General  Government 
to  the  State  of  Virginia,  appropriated  to  the  establishment  of 
a  grand  scheme  of  education.  He  appears  much  pleased  with 
your  view  of  the  subject,  and  as  he  proposes  to  make  a  report 
to  the  Lower  House,  concurs  with  me  in  the  propriety  of  avail- 
ing the  country  of  the  light  you  have  shed  upon  this  great 
interest  of  the  community.  Would  you  object  to  the  publica- 
tion of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carr  ?  Indeed,  sir,  I  may  take  the 
liberty  to  have  your  letter  printed  before  I  can  get  your  an- 
swer. I  do  not  believe  the  General  Assembly  will  make  so 
great  an  appropriation  at  this  time  as  the  one  proposed  by  Mr. 


*  Cliarles  FontoQ  Meroor,  then  a,  delegate  from  Londomi,  afterwards,  and 
for  mai^  jears,  a  representalive  in  Coiigi'esa  from  that  district.  This  gen- 
tleman clojins  the  patarnity  of  the  Literary  Fund  of  Virginia,  as  appears  in 
his  Address  on  Popular  Edaontion,  published  in  1826.  (Appendis,  page 
XVII).  It  is  proper  to  add,  however,  that  on  this  point  there  is  a  conflict  of 
protsnsion  between  him  and  Gov.  Barbonr,  as  may  be  seen  in  an  address  of 
the  latter  to  a  conTendon  of  agricnlturists,  in  Richmond,  in  1836.  (Enffio's 
Faimera'  Register,  III,  688).  Without  deciding  on  the  qneation  of  origin, 
it  may  justly  be  said,  that  ta  Mr.  Mereev,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  cf 
Finance,  in  1815-16,  we  owe  a  report  recommending  the  increase  of  this  Fund 
by  appropriating  to  its  use  the  residue  of  the  debt  due  from  the  United  States 
to  Vii^inia ;  a  resolation  in  pursuance  of  that  report  which  passed,  and  at 
the  following  gossion  a  General  Plan  of  Education  for  the  State,  embracing  a 
University,  Colleges,  Academies  and  Primary  Schools.  Tiiia  bill,  which  passed 
the  House,  bat  was  dropped  in  tlie  Senate,  was  one  of  (he  documents  inclu.ilcd 
in  the  pamphlet  referred  to  above.  But  from  this  letter  of  Mr,  Cabell,  v" 
learn,  that  Mr.  J.'s  letter  to  Peter  .Carr  was  shewn  to  Mr.  M.  before  he  had 
anbmltted  either  report  or  bllL 
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Mercer ;  but  I  will  do  anything  in  my  power  to  promote  it. 
And  should  the  measure  succeed,  my  otject  would  be  to  make 
your  plan  the  basis  of  our  measures.  The  location  of  the 
principal  Seminary  would  be  a  secondary  condition;  and  it 
might  happen  that  the  people  beyond  the  mountain  would  not 
co::iie  into  the  measure  unless  Staunton  or  Lexington  should  be 
made  the  principal  site.  This  would  be  a  disagreeable  result 
to  me,  hut  I  see  a  scheme  already  formed  to  carry  the  Seat  of 
Government,  sooner  or  later,  to  Staunton,  and  powerful  private 
interests  silently  preparing  and  expecting  that  event.  Should 
a  great  State  Seminary  be  established  at  Charlottesville,  It 
might  touch  the  interests  of  this  party.  This  suggestion  I 
beg  you  to  consider  as  confidential.  My  intention  is,  as  soon 
as  I  hear  from  you,  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  Central  College,  nearly,  or  entirely,  in  its  present  shape. 
Then,  or  previously,  I  will,  if  not  prevented,  publish  your  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Carr,  so  as  to  prevent  this  game  from  being  easily 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  it. 
In  haste,  I  am,  dear  sir,  most  truly  yours, 

Jos.  C.  Cabell, 


XXVII. 

TH.    J.    TO,    MR.    CABELL. 

MoNTiCF.Li-o,  Jamiarj  31,  1819. 
Your  letters  of  the  2.3rd  and  24th  came  to  hand  just  in  the 
moment  of  the  return  of  our  mail.  I  have  only,  therefore, 
time  to  enclose  the  conveyances  for  which  Mr.  Miller's  bill  is 
hung  up.  I  had  no  doubt  but  that  he  had  deposited  them  witli 
the  other  papers.     Priendly  salutations. 
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T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

MoNTicELLO,  Pebi-naLT  2,  1816. 
Dbak  Sir, — Your  favors  of  the  23d  ami  24th  ultimo  viare 
a  week  coming  to  us.  I  instantly  enclosed  to  jou  the  deeds  of 
Capt.  Miller;  but  I  undeistand  that  the  poat-aaster  having 
locked  his  mail  before  they  got  to  the  office,  would  not  unlock 
it  to  give  them  a  passage. 

Having  been  prevented  from  retaining  my  collection  of  the 
acts  a.nd  journals  of  our  Legislature,  by  the  lumping  manner  in 
which  the  Committee  of  Congress  chose  to  take  my  library,  it 
may  be  useful  to  our  public  bodies  to  know  what  acts  and 
journals  I  had,  and  ivhere  they  can  now  have  access  to  them, 
I  therefore  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  catalogue,  ivhich  I  pray 
you  to  deposit  in  the  council  office  for  public  use.  It  is  in  the 
18th  and  "24th  chapters  they  will  find  what  is  interesting  to 
them.  The  form  of  the  catalogue  has  been  much  injured  in 
the  publication ;  for,  although  they  have  preserved  my  division 
into  chapters,  they  have  reduced  the  books  in  each  chapter  to 
alphabetical  order,  instead  of  the  chronological  or  analytical 
arrangements  I  had  given  them.  You  will  see  sketches  of  what 
were  my  arrangements  at  the  heads  of  some  of  the  chapters. 
The  bill  on  the  obstructions  in  our  navigable  waters  appears 
to  me  proper ;  as  do,  also,  the  amendments  proposed,  I  think 
the  State  should  reserve  a  right  to  the  use  of  the  waters  for 
navigation,  and  that  where  an  individual  landholder  impedes" 
that  use,  he  should  remove  the  impediment,  and  leave  the  sub- 
ject in  as  good  a  state  as  nature  formed  it.  This  I  hold  to  be 
the  true  principle,  and  to  this  Col.  Green's  amendments  go. 
All  that  I  ask  m  my  own  case  is,  that  the  Legislature  will  not 
take  from  me  m^  own  works-  I  am  ready  to  cut  my  dam  in 
any  place,  and  at  any  moment  reqiiisite,  so  as  to  remove  that 
impediment,  if  it  be  thought  one,  and  to  leave  those  interested 
to  make  the  most  of  the  natural  circumstances  of  the  place ; 
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but  I  hope  they  will  never  take  from  me  my  canal,  made 
tliroiigli  tlie  body  of  my  own  lands,  at  an  espenac  of  twenty 
thousand  dollara,  and  which  is  no  impediment  to  the  navigation 
of  the  river.  I  have  permitted  tlie  riparian  proprietors  above 
(and  they  are  not  more  than  a  dozen  or  twenty)  to  wse  it  gratia, 
and  shall  not  withdraw  the  permission,  unless  they  so  use  it  as 
to  obstruct  too  much  the  operations  of  my  mills,  of  which  there 
is  some  likelihood. 

Dr.  Smith,  you  say,  aaka  what  is  the  best  elementally  boob 
on  the  principles  of  government  ?  None  in  the  world  equal  to 
the  Review  of  Montesquieu,  printed  at  Philadelphia,  a  few 
yeara  ago.  It  has  the  advantage,  too,  of  being  equally  sound 
and  corrective  of  the  principles  of  Political  Economy  ;  and  all 
within  the  compass  of  a  thin  8  vo.  Chipman's  and  Priestley's 
Principles  of  Government,  and  the  Federalist,  are  excellent  in 
many  respects,  but,  for  fundamental  principles,  not  comparable 
to  the  Review. 

I  have  no  objections  to  the  printing  my  letter  to  Mr,  Carr, 
if  it  will  promote  the  interests  of  science,  although  it  was  not 
written  with  a  view  to  its  publication. 

My  letter  of  the  2-ith  ultimo  conveyed  to  you  the  grounds 
of  the  two  articles  objected  to  in  tlie  college  bill.  Your  last 
presents  one  of  them  in  a  new  point  of  view,  that  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Ward  Schools,  as  likely  to  render  the  law 
unpopular  to  the  county.  It  must  be  a  very  inconsiderate 
and  rough  process  of  execution  that  would  do  this.  My  idea 
of  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution  woald  be  this.  De- 
clare the  county  ipso  facto  divided  into  wards  for  the  present 
by  the  boundaries  of  the  militia  captaincies ;  somebody  attend 
the  ordinary  muster  of  each  company,  having  first  desired  the 
captain  to  call  together  a  full  one.  There  explain  the  object 
of  the  law  to  the  people  of  the  company ;  put  to  their  vote 
whether  they  will  have  a  school  established,  and  the  moat  cen- 
tral and  convenient  place  for  it ;  get  them  to  meet  and  build 
a  log  school-house,  have  a  roll  taken  of  the  children  who  would 
attend  it,  and  of  those  of  them  able  to  pay ;  these  would  pro- 
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bably  be  sufficieiit  to  support  a  common  teacher,  instructing, 
gratis,  the  few  unable  to  paj.  If  there  should  be  a  deficiency, 
it  would  require  too  trifling  a  contribution  from  the  county  to 
be  complained  of,  and  especially  as  the  whole  county  would 
participate,  where  necessary,  in  the  same  resource.  Should 
the  company,  by  its  vote,  decide  that  it  would  have  no  school, 
let  them  remain  without  one.  The  advantages  of  this  pro- 
ceeding would  ho,  that  it  would  boeomo  the  duty  of  the  war- 
dona  elected  by  the  oouiitj  to  tiiko  an  active  part  in  pressing 
tiiB  introduction  of  schools,  and  to  look  out  for  tutors.  If, 
however,  it  is  intended  that  the  State  Government  shall  take 
this  business  into  its  own  hands,  and  provide  schools  for  every 
county,  then,  by  all  means,  strike  out  this  provision  of  oar 
bill.  I  should  never  wish  that  it  should  be  placed  on  a  worse 
footing  than  the  rest  of  the  State.  But,  if  it  is  believed  that 
these  elementary  schools  will  be  better  managed  by  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Literary  Fund, 
or  any  other  general  authority  of  the  Government,  than  by  the 
parents  within  each  ward,  it  is  a  belief  against  all  experience. 
Try  the  principle  one  step  further,  and  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
commit  to  the  Governor  and  Council  the  management  of  all 
our  farms,  our  mills,  and  merchants'  stores.  !No,  my  friend, 
the  way  to  have  good  and  safe  government,  ia  not  to  trust  it 
all  to  one ;  but  to  divide  it  among  the  many,  distributing  to 
every  one  exactly  the  functions  he  is  competent  to.  Let  the 
National  Government  be  entrusted  with  the  defence  of  the 
nation,  and  its  foreign  and  federal  relations ;  the  State  Go- 
vernments with  the  civil  rights,  laws,  police  and  administration 
of  what  concerns  the  State  generally ;  the  counties  with  the 
local  concerns  of  the  counties,  and  each  ward  direct  tha  inte- 
rests within  itself.  It  is  by  dividing  and  subdividing  these 
republics  from  the  great  national  one  down  through  all  its 
subordinations,  nntil  it  ends  in  the  administration  of  every 
man's  farm  and  affairs  by  himself;  by  placing  under  every 
one  what  his  own  eye  may  superintend,  that  all  will  be  done 
for  the  beet.     What  has  destroyed  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
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man  in  every  Government  which  has  ever  existed  under  the 
Bun  ?  The  generalizing  and  concentrating  all  cares  and  powers 
into  one  hody,  no  matter  whether  of  the  autocrats  of  E.ussia 
or  France,  or  of  the  aristocrats  of  a,  Venetian  Senate.  And 
I  do  believe,  that  if  the  Alraighty  has  not  decreed  that  man 
shall  never  he  free,  (and  it  ia  blaephemy  to  believe  it,)  that  the 
secret  will  be  found  to  be  in  the  making  himself  the  depository 
of  the  powers  respecting  himself,  so  far  as  he  is  competent  to 
them,  and  delegating  only  what  ia  beyond  his  competence  by  a 
synthetical  process,  to  higher  and  higher  orders  of  function- 
aries, so  as  to  trust  fewer  and  fewer  powers,  in  proportion  as 
the  truatees  become  more  and  more  oligarchical.  The  ele- 
mentary republics  of  the  wards,  the  county  republica,  the  State 
republics,  and  the  republic  of  the  Union,  would  form  a  grada^ 
tion  of  authorities,  standing  each  on  the  basis  of  law,  holding 
every  one  its  delegated  share  of  powers,  and  constituting  truly 
a  system  of  fundamental  balances  and  checks  for  the  govern- 
ment. Where  every  man  is  a  sharer  in  the  direction  of  his 
ward  republic,  or  of  some  of  the  higher  ones,  and  feels  that 
ho  is  a  participator  in  the  government  of  affairs,  not  merely  at 
an  election,  one  day  in  the  year,  but  every  day  ;  when  there 
shall  not  be  a  man  in  the  State  who  will  not  be  a  member  of 
some  one  of  its  councils,  groat  or  small,  he  will  let  the  heart 
be  torn  out  of  his  body,  sooner  than  his  power  be  wrested  from 
him  by  a  Caesar  or  a  Bonaparte.  How  powerfully  did  we  feel 
the  energy  of  this  organization  in  the  case  of  the  Embargo? 
I  felt  the  foundations  of  the  Crovernment  shaken  under  my 
feet  by  the  New  England  township.  There  was  not  an  indi- 
vidual in  those  States  whose  body  was  not  thrown,  with  all  its 
momentum,  into  action;  and,  although  the  whole  of  the  other 
States  were  known  to  be  in  favor  of  the  measure,  yet,  the 
organization  of  this  little  selfish  minority  enabled  it  to  over- 
rule the  Union.  What  could  the  unwieldy  counties  of  the 
middle,  the  South  and  the  West  do?  Call  a  county  meeting, 
and  the  drunken  loungers  at  and  about  the  courthouses  would 
have  collected,  the  distances  being  too  great  for  the  good  peo- 
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pie  and  the  indastrioua  generally  to  attend.  The  character  of 
those  who  really  met  would  have  hecn  tho  measure  of  the 
■weight  they  would  have  had  in  the  scale  of  public  opinion. 
A3  Cato  then  concluded  every  speech  ivith  the  words  ^'■Car- 
thago delenda  est"  so  do  I  every  opinion  with  the  injunction 
"divide  the  counties  into  wards."  Begin  them  only  for  a 
single  purpose;  they  will  soon  show  for  what  others  they  are 
the  best  instruments.  God  bless  you,  and  all  our  rulers,  and 
give  them  the  wisdom,  as  I  am  sure  they  have  the  will,  to 
fortify  us  against  the  degeneracy  of  our  Government,  and  the 
COTiCcntration  of  all  ita  powers  in  the  hands  of  the  one,  the 
few,  the  well-born,  or  but  the  many, 

Th  :  Jefferson. 


J,  c.  C.  TO   T.  J. 

Sbsate  Chambee,  Febraarj  14th,  1E16. 
Deab  Sir, — Mr,  Miller's  bill  has  passed.  The  bill  respect- 
ing the  Central  College  has  also  passed;  but  with  modifications. 
The  bill  respecting  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Commonwealth, 
with  Col.  Green's  amendments,  has  also  passed.  Your  various 
letters  of  late  have  been  gratefully  received ;  and  your  copy 
of  the  boots  in  the  National  Library  has  been  deposited  in  the 
Council  Chamber.  I  am  compelled  to  write  you  in  great 
haste ;  but  will  give  you  further  particulars  by  the  next  mail. 
With  sentiments  of  the  greatest  regard, 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jitffo-son. 
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J.  C.  C.  10    T.  J, 

Richmond,  21at  Fabriiury,  1816, 

Dear  Sib, — I  wrote  you  hastily,  hj  a  late  mail,  a  short  let- 
ter containing  the  substance  of  our  proceedings  respecting 
those  hills  in  which  you  felt  particular  interest.  A  more  par- 
ticular statement  may  not  be  unacceptahle  to  you.  Captain 
Miller's  bil!  passed,  in  the  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  12  to  about  5, 
after  an  elaborate  discussion,  in  ■which  not  only  the  merits  of 
the  particulai-  claim,  but  the  general  law  of  escheats,  was 
hrought  into  view.  The  style  of  the  petition,  and  the  support 
you  gave  Capt.  Miller,  were  no  doubt  the  cause  of  so  large  a 
majority  in  his  favor.  It  was  well  that  the  title  papers  arrived 
when  they  did ;  otherwise  the  bill  would  have  been  lost,  and 
Capt.  Miilcr  would  have  been  driven  to  the  sale  of  the  real 
estate  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  8th  February, 
1S13;  on  which  Mr,  Johnson  thought  he  ought  to' he  suffered 
to  rely.  The  honest,  but  droll  exultation  of  the  worthy  Cap- 
tain, when  he  was  informed  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction -and  merriment  to  Mr,  Maury  and 
myself.  I  am  well  persuaded  he  will  always  justify  the  state- 
ments you  have  made  in  his  behalf,  and  that  his  gratitude  to 
you  will  cease  only  with  his  life.  Hia  papers  were  returned  to 
him,  and  were  carried  to  Norfolk,  to  which  place  he  hastened 
as  soon  as  the  bill  passed. 

I  communicated  to  the  Senate  that  part  of  your  letter  con- 
taining your  motives  for  giving  to  the  Proctor  of  the  Central 
College  the  powers  of  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Finding,  not- 
.withstanding,  many  members  opposed  to  that  part  of  the  bill, 
and  wc  deeming  it  not  very  important  to  carry  it  at  this  time, 
I  consented  to  strike  it  out.  I  moved  also  to  strike  out  those 
sections  relative  to  schools  in  the  county  of  Albemarle.  This 
motion,  however,  was  not  made  till  I  had  fully  consulted  with 
Governor   Nicholas,  my  brother  William,  and   several  other 
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friends.  It  is  nnqueationably  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
Assembly  to  establish  a  general  syatem  of  education  through- 
out the  State ;  and  for  that  purpose  augmentations  are  made 
from  time  to  time  to  the  literary  fund.  A  resolution  has 
recently  passed  the  House  of  Delegates,  the  object  of  ivhich  is 
to  give  to  the  literary  fund  the  whole  of  the  surplus  of  the 
debt  due  to  this  State  from  the  United  States  over  and  above 
the  sum  of  sis  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Whether  this  reao- 
Intion  will  finally  grow  into  a  law  or  not,  tho  passage  of  it 
demonstrates  the  existence  of  a  favorable  temper,  in  regard  to 
a  speedy  amelioration  In  the  existing  state  of  education  in  this 
State.  As  the  revenue  bili  is  now  on  tho  table  of  tho  Senate, 
and  the  estimated  amount  of  the  taxes  embraces  a  sinking 
fund  for  pn.jing  gradually  our  debt  of  ^750,000  to  the  banks, 
I  presume  the  Assembly  will  give  the  surplus  of  the  debt  over 
$600,000  to  the  literary  fund.  As  the  people  of  Albemarle 
wiil  be  taxed  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  State,  or  in  other  words, 
to  form  the  literary  fund,  they  probably  would  have  very  great 
objections  to  a  power  in  the  trustees  of  the  Central  College  to 
impose  additional  taxes  on  them.  Under  these  views  of  tho 
subject,  and  supported  by  the  unanimous  advice  of  the  above 
named  friends,  I  made  the  motion  to  amend  the  hili  in  the  part 
alluded  to.  Previous  to  its  arrival  in  the  Senate,  the  part 
respecting  the  literary  fund  was  stricken  out  in  the  lower  house. 
Mr.  Poindexter  had  been  very  friendly  in  regard  to  this  bill,  and 
when  he  made  a  motion,  at  a  late  stage  of  the  proceedings,  to 
amend  it,  in  such  manner  as  to  save  to  the  counties  of  Louisa 
and  Fluvanna  their  respective  interests  in  the  glebes  of  St., 
Anne  and  Fredericksville,  I  could  but  yield  to  it,  the  more 
especially  as  I  am  confident  the  Senate  would  have  over-ruled 
me  had  I  opposed  him  on  that  point.  I  was  the  more  inclined 
to  this  conciliatory  course,  because  Mr.  Maury  informed  me 
that  only  a  very  small  part  of  the  two  glebes  could  be  claimed 
by  Fluvanna  and  Louisa ;  and  for  this  further  reason,  that  the 
policy  of  the  friends  of  the  Central  College  must  ho  to  rely 
on  fuads  to  bo  hereafter  obtained  from  the  Legislature,  rather 
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than  on  the  very  limited  means  contemplated  by  the  bill. 
With  these  modifications,  the  bill  lias  passed  into  a  law.  The 
bill  respecting  Estia'  lottery  was  rejected  in  the  Senate.  As 
it  came  to  this  house,  it  ivas  a  bill  for  a  lottery,  the  proceeds 
of  which  was  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Estis' 
buildings,  provided  the  trustees  should  consider  them  the  best 
site  for  the  Central  College.  I  proposed,  in  the  Senate,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  directing  the  proceeds  of  the  lottery  to  be 
applied  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Central  College,  provided 
they  should  not  wish  to  establish  the  College  in  Estis'  houses, 
or  provided  they  should  not  be  able  to  purchase  them  on  such 
terms  as  they  should  deem  just  and  reasonable.  It  was  sug- 
gested by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  that  anch  a  bil!  as  this 
would  he  giving  the  petitioners  "a  stono  when  they  asked  for 
bread."  I  admitted  the  departure  in  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  House  of  Delegates,  from  the  petition,  and  the  still  further 
departure  contemplated  by  the  amendments  I  proposed ;  but  in- 
formed the  House  of  the  conflict  that  might  arise  between  Mr. 
Estis'  Academy  and  the  Central  College,  if  bis  petition  should 
be  granted,  and  urged  such  possible  conflict  as  a  sufficient  rea,- 
aon  for  rejecting  the  application  of  the  petitioners  in  the  form 
in  which  it  appeared  before  the  House  of  Delegates.  If, 
however,  the  views  of  the  petitioners  could  be  reconciled  with 
the  interests  of  the  College,  I  could  have  no  objections;  and 
as  an  additional  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  the  Central  College 
might  possibly  succeed,  I  should  vote  for  the  bill,  and  proposed 
the  amendments  merely  to  clear  up  all  doubts  as  to  the  desti- 
nation of  the  proceeds  of  the  lottery.  The  Senate  rejected 
the  bill;  nor  was  I  much  grieved  by  the  decision.  You  will 
have  seen  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carr  in  the  Enquirer.  It  came 
out  on  the  morning  of  the  day*  that  the  resolution  passed  the 
House  of  Delegates  appropriating  the  surplus  of  our  United 


*  "Tbere  nre  reasons  to  beliero  th.it  tlio  nppenrano 
pirtiGular  junetiire,  liad  a  consideiiilile  share  in  the 
tioQ."    Note  by  Mr.  C.     Sec  nlso  the  nest  letter. 
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States  debt  to  the  literary  fund,  and  I  have  reasons  to  believe 
had  a  considerable  effect  in  promoting  the  passage  of  that 
resolution.  I  fear,  however,  no  measure  will  be  founded  on  it. 
The  manner  in  which  it  is  generally  spoken  of  induces  me  to 
believe  that  its  publication  wiU  produce  a  very  happy  effect  on 
the  interests  of  science  in  this  State.  I  should  be  pleased  to 
see  in  print  your  remarks  on  the  division  of  the  counties  into 
wards,  as  preparatory  to  the  future  introduction  of  that  mea- 
sure into  the  Assembly.  The  proper  point  of  time  for  making 
the  attempt,  I  presume,  would  be  when  the  literary  fund  shall 
be  applied  to  the  establishment  of  schools. 

The  bill  respecting  the  navigable  waters  of  this  Common- 
wealth, with  Col.  Green's  amendments,  has  passed  into  a  law. 
No  retrospective  provision  is  embraced  in  the  law. 

Having  now  given  such  information  as  I  thought  might  be 
agreeable  to  you,  I  have  to  beg  the  kindness  of  you,  at  any 
leisure  moment,  to  drop  me  a  line,  informing  me  whether  Say's 
work  on  Political  Economy  has  ever  been  translated.  I  have 
some  idea  of  making  the  attempt,  should  it  not  already  have 
been  done  by  some  other  person.  I  feel  myself  infinitely 
obliged  by  the  several  letters  yon  have  had  the  goodness  to 
write  me  during  this  session.  I  know  the  extent  of  your  cor- 
respondence, and  the  drudgery  it  imposes  on  you;  and  all  I 
ask  is  a  line  about  Say. 

Most  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Caeeij.. 

Mr.  J^jr^yson. 


.    C.    TO    T.    J. 


lilCJIaiONU,  2<itii  Fubruarj,  ISIG, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  at  length  procured  from  the  Editor  of 
the  Enquirer,  and  now  return  your  original  letter  to  Mr.  Carr. 
Its  publication;  in  my  opinion,  was  well-timed,  and  has  pro- 
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duced  &  happy  effect  on  tte  meaaures  of  the  Assembly.  We 
have  appropriated  all  our  United  States'  debt,  except  $600,000, 
to  the  purposes  of  education,  and  have  required  the  Pi-eaident 
and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund  to  report  to  the  next  As- 
sembly the  best  plan  of  an  university,  colleges,  academies,  and 
schools.  The  passage  of  both  these  measures  ia  unquestiona- 
bly to  be  ascribed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  your  letter.  But,  it 
may  be  asked,  why  enquire  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Literary  Fund  for  plans,  when  one  so  satisfactory  is 
already  before  the  public?  I  will  tell  you.  Appropriations 
aVstr acted  from  their  location  are  most  easily  obtained. 
ShooM  the  next  Assembly  sanction  the  scheme  of  an  univer- 
sity, you  will  see  the  Lexington  and  Staunton  interests  striving 
to  draw  it  away  from  Albemarle,  and  the  whole  western  dele- 
gation will  threaten  to  divide  the  State,  unless  this  institution 
should  be  placed  beyond  the  Ridge.  Staunton  wants  the  seat 
of  government,  and  considers  the  day  near  at  hand,  when  she 
will  he  the  metropolis  of  the  State.  Any  brilliant  establish- 
ment at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Ridge,  will  shako  those  claims, 
and  disturb  speculations  founded  upon  them.  Mr.  Mercer  of 
the  House  of  Delegates,  will  be  an  advocate  for  a  western  site. 
The  Washington  College  at  Lexington,  will  be  the  favorite  of 
the  Federalists.  But  I  think  the  Central  College  will  triumph 
over  them  all.  I  am  pleased  to  think  Governor  ^Nicholas  will 
be  in  office  at  the  commencement  of  the  nest  session  of  Assem- 
bly. In  the  interim,  the  friends  of  science  will  be  able  to  form 
the  necessary  plana  to  promote  the  general  weal.  We  have 
had  some  singular  proceedings  in  the  caucuses  at  this  place, 
which  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  electoral  ticket. 
I  had  hoped  ***** 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Yours  most  faithfully  and  truly, 

Joseph  C.  Cadeli:,. 

M,:  J4'iv,on. 
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XXXII. 

1.    J.    TO   J.    C.    C. 

MoNTicET.!,o,  Februai-y  28,  1816. 
Dear  Sir, — Tou  ecquire  whether  Say  has  ever  been  trans- 
lated into  English?  I  arei  certain  he  never  has  in  America, 
nor  do  I  believe  he  has  in  England.  I  have  never  seen  his 
work  named  in  their  catalaguea  or  advertisements,  nor  do  I 
believe  it  has  been  notiued  by  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers.  Nor 
have  they  noticed  the  Review  of  Montesquieu,  although  Duane 
sent  them  a  copy.  Yoa  will  render  this  country  a  great  ser- 
vice in  translating  it;  for  there  is  no  branch  of  science  of 
which  our  countrymen  seem  so  ignorant  as  Political  Economy. 
The  bulk  and  prolixity  of  Smith  forbid  venturing  on  hira.  I 
salute  you  always  with  affection. 


Joseph  C.  Cabdl,  Esq. 


Tn :  Jefferson, 


J.   C.   C.   TO   T.   J. 

IVAHJirNSTEa,  July  4tb,  1816. 
Dear  Sib, — I  saw  Gen,  Cocke  on  his  way  to  NorfoJk,  early 
in  June,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
hedges ;  in  the  course  of  which  he  informed  me  th^t  you  were 
under  the  impression  that  Maine's  method  of  preparing  haws, 
so  as  to  make  them  vegetate  quickly,  had  died  with  him.  If 
affords  me  pleasure  to  furnish  you  with  it,  in  an  extract  of  a 
letter  written  by  Maine  to  Mr.  James  Henderson  of  Williams- 
burg, at  the  time  that  the  latter  purchased  of  hira  about  10,000 
of  his  thorns.  I  was  making  enquiries  in  the  month  of  May, 
with  tho  view  of  collecting  information  as  to  the  practicability 
and  expediency  of  introducing  live  fences  into  Virginia,  when 
I  accidentally  got  sight  of  Maine's  letter  to  Mr,  Henderson. 
It  differs  from  all  other  methods  I  have  yet  heard  of;  and  is 
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more  expeditious,  by  one  winter,  than  that  of  McMalion,  who 
follows  the  English  and  Scotch  methods;  and  is  the  quickest 
of  all  the  processes  that  hare  come  to  my  knowledge,  unless  it 
he  that  of  immersing  the  haws  in  fermenting  bran,  as  recom- 
mended by  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  I  have  no  where  read  of  a  suc- 
cessful experiment  on  a  large  scale,  of  the  latter  method ;  and 
have  seen  it  merely  suggested  as  recommended  by  Sir  Isaac 
Newton.  Maine's  method  is  simple,  quick,  and  well  suited  to 
coreimon  practice,  I  sliouUl  he  glad  to  know  why  Maine  se- 
lected the  maple  leaf  thorn  in  preference  to  all  others.  It 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  he  as  vigorous  in  its  growth,  or  as 
strong  it  its  appearance,  as  the  laurel  leaf  thorn ;  nor  do  I 
know  whether  it  is  to  he  found  in  this  pai-t  of  the  country.  In 
crossing  Willis'  river,  on  my  way  up  the  country,  I  found  a  thorn 
in  great  abundance,  which,  from  the  shape  of  the  leaf,  appeared 
to  be  the  maple  leaf  thorn.  There  may,  however,  be  other 
varieties  with  a  leaf  of  tho  same  shape.  Yoa  planted  some 
years  ago,  a  hedge  around  your  house,  of  Maine's  thorn.  I 
should  he  happy,  before  I  commence  experiments  in  this  line, 
to  know  your  impressions  as  to  the  practieahility  of  making 
hedges  of  real  use  in  this  country  where  hogs  are  suffered  to 
run  at  large  ;  and  aa  to  the  relative  advantages  of  the  holly, 
the  cedar,  and  the  thorn,  for  that  purpose.  I  should  also  be 
much  indebted  to  you,  for  a  reference  to  such  authors  as  treat 
best  on  the  subject.  I  have  consulted  Dobson's  Encyclopsedia, 
Lord  Kaimes,  Maine's  Pamphlet,  and  the  articles  in  the  ordi- 
nary books  on  agriculture.  I  have  been  informed  by  a  yonng 
gentleman  who  attended  the  lectures  of  the  Abb€  Correa  in 
Philadelphia,  that  the  Abbi5  expressed  the  opinion,  that  hedges 
ivould  not  succeed  in  this  country,  because  we  have  not  the 
right  kind  of  plant,  and  that  the  proper  plant  when  imported, 
degenerates.  The  same  person  told  me  that  the  hedges!  about 
Wilmington,  in  Delaware,  seemed  to  be  declining.  These  are 
discouraging  circumstances.  Still  I  have  a  strong  desire  to  go 
on.  I  had  a  cedar  hedge  of  about  two  miles  in  length,  planted 
on  the  Rappahannock  low  grounds,  some  years  ago.     It  grew 
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handsomely,  and  promised  well.  But  during  the  war,  it  was 
neglected  and  beaten  down  by  stock  in  many  places.  A  part 
of  it,  about  five  hnndred  yards  in  length,  is  now  entire  and 
very  beautiful.  But  whether  it  will  be  ultimately  a  secure 
fence,  I  am  unable  to  say.  As  an  object  of  ornament,  I  think 
it  remunerates  for  the  care  and  trouble  it  has  cost ;  and  it  is  of 
real  use  in  breaking  the  force  of  the  violent  winds  that  often 
sweep  those  plains.  I  propose  to  renew  it  where  it  is  defective, 
and  to  extend  it  to  four  miles  in  length.  The  holly  is  scarcely 
to  he  found  in  the  woods  of  the  upper  country.  Still  I  sup- 
pose it  would  succeed  with  the  aid  of  cultivation,  and  I  am 
about  trying  it  as  an  enclosure  for  a  yard  and  Sots. 

I  mentioned  to  you,  in  a  letter  last  winter,  I  had  a  thought 
of  attempting  a  translation  of  Say's  Political  Economy.  My 
health  is  now  improving ;  but  being  still  very  much  reduced  by 
a  severe  disease  of  some  months'  continuance,  I  shall  be  unable 
to  enter  upon  such  an  undertaking  in  the  course  of  this  sum- 
mer or  fall.  I  perceive,  from  the  newspapers,  that  a  catechism 
of  Political  Economy,  by  Say,  has  been  translated  into  Eng- 
lish ;  and  this  being  a  later  work,  I  presume  his  former  work 
must  also  have  been  translated.  I  have  sent  to  JEngland  for  it, 
and  shall  ascertain  whether  I  am  correct  by  the  month  of 
December. 

I  ara  appointed  one  of  the  members  of  a  committee  of  three 
persons,  to  enc[uire  and  report  to  the  court  of  this  county,  such 
information  as  we  may  be  able  to  procure,  to  enable  them  to 
carry  into  successful  execution  the  act  of  t5je  last  Assembly, 
directing  an  accurate  chart  of  each  county  in  the  State  to  be 
taken.  Could  you  do  me  the  favor  to  recommend  a  man  that 
ought  to  be  employed  on  such  an  occasion  ?  There  is  not  one 
in  this  county.  I  have  thought  it  would  he  well  for  several 
counties  to  join  in  the  employment  of  the  same  man,  so  as  to 
unite  economy  and  uniformity  in  the  execution  of  the  maps. 
We  are  to  make  our  report  to  the  court  of  this  county  on  the 
fourth  Monday  of  August.  If  we  cannot  do  bettor,  I  shall 
J  it  to  the  court  to  adopt  the  map  of  this  county 
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matlo  in  the  year  1809,  hy  the  late  Capt.  Varniim,*  aon  of  the 
Genera],  in  order  to  ascertain  the  most  convenient  point  for 
the  establishment  of  the  public  bnlldings. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

With  great  respect  and  regard,  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 


Mr.  Jefers 


XXXIV. 


T.    J.    TO    J.    0.    0. 

SIoBTiOBLJiO,  JulyJ3,  1810. 
Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  for  Maine's  recipe  for  preparing 
the  haw,  inclosed  in  your  favor  of  the  4tfa.  I  really  thought 
it  lost  with  him,  and  that  the  publication  of  it  would  be  a  pub- 
lic benefit.  I  do  not  know  that  his  hedge  thorn  is  to  be  found 
wild  but  in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington.  He  chose  it,  I 
think,  for  its  beauty.  I  have  extensive  hedges  of  it,  which  I 
have  too  much  neglected.  I'he  parts  well  grown  appear  rather 
weak  against  cattle ;  yet,  when  full  grown,  will  probably  be 
sufficient.  He  proposed  to  keep  out  hogs  by  a  couple  of  rails 
passed  along  the  bottom,  and,  I  think,  it  will  be  sufficient :  and 
that,  should  the  upper  part  prove  too  weak  for  very  strong  cat- 
tle, a  pole  run  horizontally  through  will  bind  them  together, 
and  make  them  sufficient.  Col.  Randolph  thinks  the  cockspur 
hawthorn  (our  common  one)  would  be  preferable  as  being 
stronger.  My  grandson,  Jefferson  Kandolph,  found  one  com- 
mon, about  Willis's  mountains,  which  he  thinks  eminently  pre- 
ferable to  all  others.  The  Pyracanthus  which  I  got  from 
Maine  is  a  beautiful  plant,  but  not  fit  for  a  hedge.  He  tried 
the  honey  locust,  meaning  to  keep  it  down  by  the  shears ;  but 
I  thought  it  too  straggling.     The  holly  certainly  will  not  do 
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with  us,  because  all  but  impossible  to  make  live  in  our  climate. 
I  bave  one  tree  44  years  old,  not  yet  taller  than  a  hedge 
should  be.  Of  the  cedar  I  have  no  experience,  but  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  cither  transplanting  it  or  raising  it  from  the  boi'ry. 
On  the  whole,  I  think  nothing  comparable  with  the  thorn,  and 
that  they  may  be  made  to  answer  perfectly,  with  the  aids  I 
have  mentioned. 

I  ftra  sorry  you  hesitate  about  the  translation  of  Say's  Polit- 
ical Economy.  I  have  not  supposed  his  Catechism  was  a,  work 
of  note,  but  rather  an  occasional  criticism  on  the  English 
practices;  but  I  have  not  seen  it,  and  I  think  you  should  not 
wait  for  it. 

I  think  your  idea  a  good  one  of  employing  a  single  person 
for  half  a  dozen  counties.  I  am  sure  the  State  docs  not  fur- 
nish one  for  every  county,  qualified  and  willing.  There  is  a 
son  of  Capt.  W.  D.  Meriwether,  in  this  county,  who  has  had  a 
collegiate  education,  and  possesses  geometry  enough  for  this 
operation.  He  has  expressed  a  willingness 'to  undertake  our 
county,  and  perhaps  would  yours,  for  a  SufScient  allowance ; 
but  what  may  be  deemed  a  competent  reward  I  know  not,  nor 
whether  our  court  will  employ  Mr,  Meriwether  or  the  county 
surveyor.  If  the  county  surveyors  are  generally  employed, 
the  work  will  not  be  worth  a  copper,  as  few  of  them  know  any 
thing  of  geometry,  hut  depend  altogether  on  plotting.  I  sa- 
lute you  with  great  friendship  and  respect, 

Th:  Jefferson. 

P,  S,  Col.  Randolph  tells  me  he  has  repeatedly  heard  Mr. 
Correa  say  that  our  cockspur  hawthorn  (Crataegus  crux  galli) 
was  the  best  for  hedges  he  had  ever  loct  with. 
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You  have  sometimes  thooglit  my  political  ramblings  worth 
the  time  and  trouble  of  reading.  I  enclose  yon  a  letter  lately 
written  on  a  subject  now  much  agitated  in  onr  State.*  I  wlU 
ask  the  favor  of  its  early  return  by  rnaii,  as  I  have  no  other 
copy.     I  salute  you  with  friendahip  and  respect. 


J.    C.    C.    TO    T,    .T. 

Edoewood,  4th  August,  1816. 
Dear  Sir,-— I  hog  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for 
your  favor  of  the  13th  inst.,  and  for  the  communication 
of  the  accompanying  letter,  on  the  propriety  of  calling 
a  convention  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  Virginia.  The  in- 
formation you  give  me  on  the  subject  of  hedges  is  very  accep- 
table; it  will  exempt  me  from  the  mortification  of  failures  in 
experiments  that  extend  through  so  largo  a  portion  of  human 
life.  I  have  about  half  a  bushel  of  holly  seed  now  lying  in 
wy  garden,  undergoing  the  process  of  preparation  for  the  seed- 
bed; hut  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  have  determined  to 
throw  them  aside,  or  to  mako  very  small  use  of  them.  I  shall 
direct  my  future  attempts  in  this  line  towards  the  thorn,  and 
to  the  variety  you  recommend,  unless  I  should  be  able  to  pro- 
cure that  of  which  Mr.  Jefferson  Randolph  speaks  so  highly, 


*  This  was  probablj  the  letter  fo  Samnel  Kerolieval,  reviewing  tlie  then 
ConatUution  of  Virginia,  and  Kuggestiiig  the  principles  on  which  it  sliould  be 
revised.     It  may  be  found  in  his  writings,  IV.  2&5. 
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for  ■which  purpose  I  liave  sent  him  the  enclosed  letter  of  en- 
quiry. I  presume  he  aUndes  to  a  thorn  in  the  old  fields  about 
Hendrick'a  tavern,  the  strength  and  density  of  ivhich  have 
frequently  been  mentioned  to  me  by  gentlemen  who  had  been 
traveling  that  way.  It  is  not  certain,  although  it  is  probable, 
that  Maine's  recipe  will  succeed  with  all  the  different  thorns. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Meriwether  on  the  subject  of  surveying 
this  county.  The  law  authorizing  a  chart  of  the  State  passed 
hastily  through  both  Houses  of  Assembly,  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  and  is  defective.  I  regret  that  the  county  courts  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  business.  For  thongh  some  may  make 
judicious  contracts,  I  am  confident  many  of  them  will  employ 
incompetent  agents,  and  the  map  will  be  a  half-formed,  party- 
colored  affair.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  comraendabtfe 
course  if  the  executive  would  defer  acting  on  any  of  the  con- 
tracts till  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  when  we  might  amend 
the  law,  by  appointing  a  Surveyor  General,  who,  with  the  aid 
of  deputies  chosen  by  himself,  under  proper  cheeks,  would 
make  a  map  of  which  the  State  might  justly  bo  proud.  If,  as 
is  to  be  apprehended,  this  well  intended  scheme  should  be 
spoilt  in  the  execution,  the  people,  already  dissatisfied  with  so 
large  an  appropriation  for  such  an  object,  may,  in  a  fit  of  dis- 
gust, insist  on  the  repeal  of  the  law  for  internal  improvement. 
The  difiiculties  which  must  by  this  time  have  been  encountered, 
in  every  county  of  the  State,  in  the  attempt  to  procure  suitable 
agents,  have  probably  prepared  the  public  mind  for  such  an 
exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  executive.  T  have  written 
nothing  on  this  subject,  as  any  suggestions  of  mine  would  he 
entitled  to  but  little  attention  on  the  part  of  the  executive;  but 
I  wish  some  gentleman  possessing  the  confidence  of  the  execu- 
tive would  take  the  subject  in  haniJ. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  perusal  of  your  letter 
on  the  State  Constitution.  Many  of  the  views  are  new ;  some 
in  conflict  with  my  previously  formed  opinions,  and  all,  in  the 
highest  degree,  interesting.  I  wish  this  letter  could  have  fallen 
into  my  hands  some  years  ago.     Wiahiog  to  give  to  its  various 
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topics  the  fullest  consideration,*  I  liave  taken  the  liberty  to 
retain  a  copy,  and  unless  you  should  forbid  it,  I  ivill  take  the 
further  liberty  of  Rhewing  it  to  a  few  of  my  friends,  ivho  ivill 
not  disregard  the  injunctions  contained  in  a  certain  part  of  the 
letter. 

I  enclose,  for  the  perusal  of  yourself  and  Col.  Randolph, 
two  interesting  papers  relative  to  the  two  Banks  in  Virginia, 
■whioh  were  communicated  to  the  last  Assembly.  I  will  thank 
you  for  the  retnrn  of  them  by  the  1st  October. 

Dr.  Smith  has  adopted  the  Review  of  Montesquieu  as  the 
text-book  on  the  Principles  of  Government,  for  the  students  of 
William  &  Mary.  He  will  adopt  cither  Say  or  Tracy  on  Polit- 
ical Economy,  as  the  one  or  the  other  may  appear  best,  when 
the  latter  comes  out.  We  hear  nothing  of  it.  Owing  to  the 
weak  state  of  my  health,  I  shall  be  tardy  about  the  translation 
of  Say  you  recommend  me  to  undertake.  Perhaps  I  shall  not 
be  competent;  but  I  will  make  the  attempt  as  soon  as  my 
health  will  permit. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Most  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mt.  Jeferaon. 


«With  the  general  l«nor  of  tbat  letter,  Mr.  Cabell,  on  fall  reflection,  diiJ 
not  ooiiour,  but  opposed  the  call  of  a  conTsntion.  When  this  nas  determined 
on,  in  a  speeeh  addressed  to  the  Seaate,  and  which  appeared  in  the  Hiohmond 
Whig  of  Maroh  6tli,  182D,  he  ut^ed  the  importance  of  adhering  tp  tha 
"Mixed  Basis"  of  property  and  persona,  in  apportioning  the  diatricta  from 
nhieh  the  delegates  Ij>  such  cooTenUon  were  to  be  ohosen.  Several  arga- 
ments,  afternards  ased  in  oonveation,  appear  to  have  been  antioipated  in  this 
speech. 


=  =,Google 


CORRESPONDENCE.  [1817. 


T.    J".    TO    J.    C.    C. 

MoNTiCELLO,  September  3,  181G. 
Deah  Sir,— I  am  afraid  I  have  kept  jour  papers  longer 
than  you  expected,  Mr.  Randolph's  absence,  till  within  these 
two  days,  has  been  the  cauae  of  it.  They  are  valuable  ^ocu- 
ment«,  and  are  now  returned.  With  respect  to  the  copy  of  my 
letter,  I  know  it  is  safe  in  your  hands,  and  I  rely  on  your  effec- 
tual care  that  it  be  kept  out  of  the  public  papers. 
Affectionately  yours, 

Th:  Jefeerson. 

Joseph  C.  Cabell,  Esq. 


MoNTicELio,  Jsnuavj'  1,  1817. 
Dear  Sir, — A  member  of  a  family  to  which  I  have  been 
much  attached  by  long  intimacies,  solicits  my  asking  the  atten* 
tion  of  some  of  my  friends  to  his  petition  before  the  Legislature. 
He  is  the  Viscount  Barziza,  youngest  of  two  sons  of  Count  Bar- 
ziza,  of  Venice,  by  the  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Paradise,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  Philip  Ludwell,  propri- 
etor of  Greenspring,  where  she  was  born.  Mr.  Paradise,*  her 
huabpnd,  was  a  naturalized  citizen.  Their  grand-children  peti- 
tion for  the  maternal  estate ;  and,  as  the  rights  of  man  do  not 
depend  on  the  geography  of  his  birth,  I  hope  they  will  obtain 
it.  It  is  to  this  petition  I  solicit  your  attention ;  and  that  you 
win  procure  to  be  done  in  it  what  you  think  right. 


)eiLr3  in  a  letter  of 
Writings,  U.  7. 
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There  was  a  petition  from  Capt.  Meriwether  and  others  for 
the  establishment  of  si  turnpike  from  Bockfish  Gap  to  Moore's 
Ford,  designed  to  fix  the  passage  of  that  road  at  Moore's  Pordj 
to  parry  a  process  now  in  court  to  substitute  a  better  ford  and 
roa<l.  We  counter-petitioned.  Should  this  matter  come  up 
to  your  House,  the  counter-petition  will  inform  you  accurately 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in  which  I  am  sure  yon  will 
do  what  is  right,  as  well  from  a  principle  of  justice  as  of  re- 
gard for 

Yours  affectionately, 


Mr.  Cabdi. 


Til:   jEFPEaSON. 


J.   C.    C.   TO   T.   J. 

KioiiJioND,  12tli  Januai-j,  1817. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  Ist  inst.  is  now  before  me.  With 
the  nature  and  object  of  the  petition  you  allude  to,  I  was 
already  acquainted,  from  having  received  an  explanatory  letter 
from  your  grandson,  covering  a  copy  of  the  remonstrance.  I 
had  also  conversed  as  well  with  him  as  with  Mr.  Maury.  I 
advised  Mr.  Maury,  without  delay,  to  have  an  interview  with 
his  colleague,  and  to  endeavor  to  obtain  his  co-operation.  He 
took  this  course,  and  hia  colleague  yielded  a  ready  assent  to 
the  justice  of  the  remonstrance.  Very  soon  after  this,  Mr, 
Maury  became  ill,  and  for  some  time  has  not  left  his  room. 
During  this  interval,  his  colleague  has  changed  sides,  and  pre- 
pared the  select  committee  for  a  report  favorable  to  the  peti- 
tion. But  at  the  date  of  my  last  enquiry,  the  subject  was 
suspended  till  Mr.  Maury's  return  to  the  House ;  when  I 
expect  he  will  be  able  to  procure  the  rejection  of  the  petition, 
or  at  least  the  modification  you  desire.  Should  it  come  to  the 
Senate,  you  may  be  assured  of  my  endeavors  to  have  the  bill 
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altered  in  the  manner  you  wish,  whicli  appears  to  me  entirely 
conformable  to  reason  and  justice. 

Should  Count  Barziza'a  petition  succeed  in  the  House  of 
Delegates,  I  will  not  fail  to  pay  every  attention  in  mj  power 
to  it,  when  it  comes  to  the  Senate. 

Dr.  Smith  has  received  information  that  Say's  Treatise  on 
Political  Economy  has  been  translated  into  English.  He 
shortly  expects  a  copy  from  England.  Under  theae  circum- 
stances, I  consider  myself  absolved  from  my  promise  to  you. 

1  imagine  you  would  he  pleased  to  see  a  copy  of  the  bank 
bill  which  has  recently  passed  the  House  of  Delegates  ;  and  I 
accordingly  enclose  one.  This  bill  is  now  under  the  conside- 
ration of  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  consisting  of  the  four 
members  from  beyond  the  Ridge,  and  the  senator  from  Lou- 
doun. I  think  it  will  be  much  altered  in  the  Senate,  and 
perhaps  it  will  fail  entirely  in  the  end.  You  will  perceive  that 
the  part  respecting  the  literary  fund  merely  gives  banking 
powers  to  the  present  literary  fund,  and  in  no  other  respect 
adds  to  the  fund.  The  late  Governor's  original  scheme  of 
augmenting  the  fund  to  $2,000,000,  by  an  addition  of  6  per 
cent,  stock,  to  he  created  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  giving 
banking  powers  to  the  whole,  has  been  defeated.  This  bill  has 
engrossed  nearly  the  whole  attention  of  the  Assembly  since 
our  meeting.  It  has  not  yet  been  accompanied  in  its  progress 
by  symptoms  of  great  exasperation ;  but  should  it  fail,  as  I 
think  is  probable,  except  as  to  a  few  Western  banks,  there  will 
be  much  heat  and  violence.  The  petition  from  Port  Royal  is 
written  by  Col.  Taylor. 

I  never  received,  until  within  the  last  few  days,  the  late 
Governor's  letter  of  18th  October,  appointing  me  one  of  the 
visitors  of  the  Central  College.  I  shall,  at  all  times,  be  ready 
to  attend  to  any  business  to  which  the  appointment  may  give 
rise.  I  fear  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  procure 
money  for  that  institution.  The  prevailing  opinion  seems  to 
be,  to  establish  schools  first,  and  colleges  afterwards.  Besides, 
when  I  was  at  Staunton,  the  very  spot  where  the  University 
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was  to  be  placed  waa  pointed  out  to  me.  And  should  there  be 
a  hank  at  Staunton,  you  may  expect  to  hear  it  called  the  Cen- 
tral Bank, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell, 

Mi:  Jqfsrson. 


J.  C.  C.  TO   T.  J. 

RiCHMOHD,  9th  February,  T.817. 
Dear  Sir, — The  petition   of  Count  Baraiza  ivas  rejected 
some  time  past  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 

1  have  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  turnpike  bill  to  which  you 
desired  me  to  attend.  Mr.  Thweatt*  has  shown  a  very  friendly 
anxiety  on  the  occasion.  I  spoke  to  several  of  my  friends  in 
the  House  of  Delegates,  to  co-operate  with  him.  Mr.  Maury 
has  been  ill  nearly  the  whole  of  the  session.  But  an  agreement 
has  heen  entered  into  by  all  the  members  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates who  feel  an  interest  in  this  subject,  that  when  the  bill 
shall  have  been  road  a  second  or  third  time,  it  shall  he-laid  on 
the  table  in  that  house,  and  there  remain.  The  object  is  to  let 
the  matter  lie  over  till  another  session.  This,  I  believe,  will  be 
agreeable  to  you. 

I  had  some  part  in  hewing  down  the  mammoth  bank  bill 
sent  US  from  the  House  of  Delegates.  In  the  share  I  bore  in 
the  discussion  in  the  Senate,  I  took  occasion  to  state  the  sav- 
ing to  the  nation  by  the  substitution  of  bank-paper  for  specie, 
and  used  your  own  calculation,  referring  to  anonymous  author- 
ity.    It  appeared  to  make  a,  considerable  impression. 

Mr.  Bives  lately  came  on  from  Washington,  and  brings  me 
the  agreeable  information,  that  Mr.  Milligan  will  have  Tracy's 

*  Ml-.  AruljiUald  Thi%efttt,  delegate  from  CliosterBeW, 
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Political  Economy  ready  for  delivery  in  a  month  from  this 
time. 

I  am,  dear  air,  most  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jfff,T,o„. 


J.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

EicHMONB,  19th  February,  1817. 
Dear  Sir, — The  bill  respecting  the  turnpike  from  RockfisK 
Gap  was  this  day  postponed  indefinitely  in  the  Ilouae  of  Dele- 
gates. *  *  *,  as  I  !:m  informed  by  Mr.  Thweatt,  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  push  the  bill  through  the  House,  after 
having  consented  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  balance  of  the 

The  bill  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  calling  a  Convention,  was  rejected  in  the  Senate.  The 
bill  fof  equalJKJng  the  Senatorial  districts  and  the  land  tax  has 
Binee  passed.  I  was  an  advocate  for  this  last  bill,  and  used  the 
first  bill  reported  by  yourself,  Mr.  Pendleton  and  Mr.  Wythe, 
in  the  year  1779,  to  prove  that  ive  had  the  constitutional  power 
to  alter  the  classes. 

The  University  bill  is  now  under  consideration  in  the  Senate. 
I  cannot  predict  its  fate.  It  eomes  to  us,  however,  at  a  most 
inauspicious  period,  when  the  members  are  impatient  to  break 
up  and  go  home. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  CABiiLL, 

Mr.  Jejr«-^<,n. 
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J.  C,  0.  TO    T.  J. 

Eecewood,  30i1i  Marcli,  1817. 
Dear  Sir,— I  tavo  had  a  good  hunt  among  my  papers  for 
Maine's  recipe  for  the  preparation  of  haws;  and  at  length, 
after  almost  despairing,  have  found  it  in  the  midst  of  a  small 
volume  of  extracts  from  Brown's  Rural  Affairs.  I  now  send 
it  to  you,  agreeably  to  yoiir  desire. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 


Bbemo,  23d  April,  1817. 
Deak  Sir, — I  arrived  at  this  place  yesterday  evening,  on 
lay  return  home  from  the  election  in  Goochland.  Gen.  Cocke 
informs  me  that  he  met  you  at  Enniscorthy  as  you  were  going 
to  Bedford,  and  that  he  learned  from  you  that  the  meeting 
which  you  proposed  of  the  Visitors  of  the  Central  College  was 
intended  to  be  on  the  day  fixed  in  the  law  for  the  general 
meeting  in  the  spring,  viz:  on  the  first  day  of  the  Albemarle 
Superior  Court,  which  will  be  on  IStli  of  May.  At  the  time 
of  our  last  conversation  on  this  subject,  at  Monticello,  I  under- 
stood that  our  meeting  would  take  place  on  the  day  after  the 
next  Albemarle  Inferior  Court,  which  would  bo  the  6th  of 
May.  I  remember  that  Gen.  Cocke  observed,  that  the  pro- 
posed meeting  would  occur  on  the  very  day  fixed  by  the  law 
for  the  first  general  meeting;  and  supposing  he  was  accurate, 
I  did  not  refer  to  the  act.  Having  made  arrangements  to  go 
to  Williamsburg  and  Lancaster  county  immediately  after  the 
last  election  in  the  Senatorial  district,  which  will  be  on  the  28th 
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inst.,  it  was  very  inconvenient  for  me  to  postpone  my  departure 
till  6th  of  Maj,  bat  as  you  seemed  desirous  for  mo  to  remain, 
I  reluctantly  consented.  I  then  made  my  arrangements  for 
going  down  the  country  on  6th  May.  It  is  with  sincere  regret 
that  I  inform  you  that  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  attend  on 
13th.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  various  reasons  which 
will  prevent  my  attendance,  but  will  content  myself  with 
observing,  that  Gen.  Cocke  considers  me  as  entirely  oxcusa- 
ble;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  I  hope  you  will  excuse 
my  absence.  The  only  case  in  which  my  presence  could  bo 
of  any  importance  would  be  to  secure  a  meeting.  But  of  the 
attendance  of  four  members  I  hope  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
Gen.  Cocke  will  see  Maj,  Watson  between  this  and  the  day  of 
meeting,  and  correct  the  information  I  lately  gave  him  as  to 
the  6th  May.  And  as  Mr.  Madison  ia  now  at  home,  and  has 
promised  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  Visitor,  I  presume  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  his  attendance.  I  beg  you  to  be  assured 
that  no  ordinary  state  of  affairs  should  prevent  my  faithful 
attention  to  this  business ;  and  of  this  assurance  I  hope  to  fur- 
nish a  proof  in  my  future  punctuality. 
I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Most  respectfully  and  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


XLIV. 

■.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 


)Ei,  18Hi  August,  1817. 
Dear  Sir, — I  now  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you 
the  list  of  English  hooks  sold  by  Barrois  at  Paris,  agreeably 
to  my  promise  to  you  at  Mr.  Madison's.  Upon  examination,  I 
find  there  are  but  few  works  which  you  would  probably  wish  to 
purchase.     You  would  oblige  me  by  the  return  of  the  cata- 
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logiie  at  some  future  clay,  as  I  shall  wiali  to  make  nee   of  it 
from  timo  to  time.     But  I  shall  not  want  it  for  a  good  while. 

I  have  sent  auhscription  papers,  eccloBcil  in  letters  of  expla- 
nation, to  the  following  persons  in  the  following  counties  and 
places :  Camphell,  Col.  Wm.  J,  Lewis ;  Lynchburg,  Dr.  Geo, 
Cabell;  Amherst,  Roderick  M'Cullock,  Edm'd  Winston,  Rcb'l 
Walker,  John  Camm,  Thos.  Eubank,  Sterling  Claiborne,  Hill 
Carter  and  David  S.  Garland;  Nelson,  Rob't  Rives  and  Spotts- 
woQCl  Garland;  Powhatan,  Wm.  Popo;  Winchester,  Henry  St, 
George  Tucker;  Stafford,  William  Brent;  Lancaster,  Ellyson 
Currie.  It  occurred  to  me,  after  we  separated,  that  it  was 
very  doubtful  whether  the  counties  of  the  Northern  Neck 
would  contribute  anything.  It  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  your- 
self and  Mr.  Madison,  and  the  general  understanding,  that 
except  in  the  counties  where  a  local  interest  would  operate,  the 
subscription  papers  should  not  bo  exhibited  without  a  well 
grounded  hope  of  success.  The  counties  of  the  Northern 
Nock  are  not,  in  my  view,  locally  connected  with  Albemarle 
in  regard  to  the  Central  College,  and  having  suffered  exces- 
sively by  the  war,  will  probably  have  but  little,  if  any,  money 
to  spare.  Yet  there  are  some  liberal  men  in  those  counties, 
particularly  towards  I'redericksburg.  I  have,  therefore, 
adopted  a  course  somewhat  different  from  the  one  I  promised, 
and  hope  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  you  and  the  other  gentle- 
men. I  wrote  to  Mr,  Currie,  of  Lancaster,  enclosing  him  a 
subscription  paper,  and  requesting  him  to  shew  it  to  some  of 
the  most  liberal  men  in  the  counties  of  Lancaster,  liorthum- 
berland,  Westmoreland,  and  Richmond ;  to  advise  with  thein 
on  the  subject;  and,  if  it  should  he  their  opinion  that  the 
measure  would  not  meet  with  a  decent  support  in  that  quarter, 
not  to  exhibit  the  paper  publicly.  In  the  opposite  event,  I 
desired  hira  to  give  it  currency  and  procure  subscribers.  To 
Mr,  William  Brent,  of  Stafford,  I  wrote  to  the  same  effect,  in 
regard  to  the  counties  of  Stafford,  Fairfax,  and  King  George. 
These   are   liberal,    enlightened   and   active  young   men,  with 


c.y  Google 


78  CORRESPONDENCE.  [1817. 

whom  I  am  intimately  acquainted,  and  are  as  suitable  persons 
as  any  that  could  have  been  afldressed  on  this  occasion. 

I  fear  the  auhscription  in  this  county,  Amherst  and  Camp- 
bell will  be  very  small.  I  shall  attend  Nelson  court  on 
Monday,  with  the  view  of  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
promote  it. 

It  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  so  many  of  my  friends 
that  the  publication  of  the  catalogue  of  subscribers  woulcl  be 
attended  with  no  advantage,  that  I  have  declined,  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  trouble  Mr.  Ritchie  with  a  request  to  that  effect. 
Should  it  be  tlio  opinion  of  yourself  and  the  other  Visitors, 
when  we  meet  in  September,  that  such  publication  would  be 
advantageous,  I  will  then  cause  it  to  take  place. 

A  genteel,  sensible  young  man  passed  here  yesterday,  on 
his  way  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Northern  Neck.  He  had 
called  at  the  houses  of  many  of  the  best  informed  people  in 
the  course  of  his  journey;  and  heard  every  where  the  Central 
College  spoken  of  in  very  high  tovms. 

I  itm  very  happy  to  hear  that  the  Albemarle  subscription 
already  amounts  to  nearly  $30,000. 

On  my  return  from  Mr,  Madison's,  I  found  my  mother  had 
relapsed.  The  fever  continued  for  four  weeks,  at  the  end  of 
which,  all  remedies  proving  uneueeessful,  we  had  the  aiHiction 
to  lose  her. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

P.  S-  I  have  just  copied  your  manuscript  on  meteorological* 
subjects,  in  which  you  have  condensed  a  vast  variety  of  most 
instructive  and  amusing  information.  It  is  astonishing  how 
you  could  find  time,  in  the  midst  of  your  other  engagements, 
to  make  such  a  prodigious  number  of  observations.  I  e 
the  paper  to  Mr.  Hudson,  by  today's  mail. 
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T.  J.  TO    J.   C,  C. 

Poi'i,Aii.  FoBEST,*  Sc^pkmbcr  0,  1817. 

Dear  Sir, — I  promised  you  that  I  would  put  into  the  form 
of  a  bill  my  plan  of  establishing  the  elementary  schools, 
without  taking  a  cent  from  the  literary  fund.  I  have  had 
leisure  at  this  place  to  do  this,  and  now  send  you  the  result. 
If  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  echooia  are  to  be  placed  under 
one  general  administration,  an  attention  so  divided  will  amount 
to  a  dereliction  of  them  to  themselves.  It  is  surely  better, 
then,  to  place  each  school  at  once  under  the  care  of  those 
moat  interested  in  its  conduct.  In  this  way  the  literary  fund 
is  left  untouched  to  complete  at  once  the  whole  system  of  edu- 
cation, by  establishing  a  college  in  every  district  of  about 
eighty  miles  square,  for  the  second  grade  cf  education,  to  wit: 
languages,  ancient  and  modern,  and  for  the  third  grade  a  single 
university,  in  which  the  sciences  shall  be  taught  in  their  highest 
degree. 

I  should  apologise,  perhaps,  for  the  style  cf  this  bill.  I 
dislike  the  verbose  and  intricate  style  of  the  modern  English 
statutes,  and  in  our  Revised  Code  I  endeavored  to  restore  it  to 
the  simple  one  of  the  ancient  statutes,  in  such  original  bills  as 
I  drew  in  that  work.  I  suppose  the  reformation  has  not  been 
acceptable,  as  it  has  been  little  followed.  You,  however,  can 
easily  correct  this  bill  to  the  taste  of  my  brother  lawyers,  by 
making  every  other  word  a  "said"  or  "aforesaid,"  and  saying 
every  thing  two  or  three  times  over,  so  as  that  nobody  but  we  of 
the  craft  can  untwist  the  diction,  and  find  out  what  it  means ; 
and  that,  too,  not  so  plainly  but  that  we  may  conscientiously 
divide,  one-half  on  each  side.  Mend  it,  therefore,  in  form  and 
substance  to  the  orthodox  taste,  and  make  it  what  it  should  be; 
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or,  if  JOM  think  it  radically  wrong,  try  soinetiiiDg  else,  and  let 
ns  JDiike  a,  beginning  in  some  way,  no  matter  how  wrong ;  expe- 
rience will  amenil  it  as  Tfo  go  along,  and  make  it  effectual  in 
the  end. 

I  shall  see  you,  of  course,  at  our  stated  visitation,  and  hope 
all  the  gentlemen  will  consider  Montieello  as  the  rendezYoua  of 
the  preceding  day  or  evening. 

I  saluto  you  with  friendship  and  respect. 

Th:  Jeffeeson. 

Mr.  Cabell. 

[The  liill  refetred  to  will  be  found  in  the  Appendii.] 
XLYI. 

"E.   J.  TO    .T.  0,  0. 

Popi.A.a  Forest,  September  10, 1817. 
Deak  Sir, — I  omitted,  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  to  return 
Barrels'  catalogue,  with  thanks  for  the  use  of  it.  I  omitted, 
also,  to  observe  that  it  would  be  better  that  the  bill  for  the 
elementary  schools  should  not  be  known  as  coming  from  me. 
Not  knowing  the  present  pulse  of  the  public,  should  there 
be  any  thing  unpalatable  in  it,  it  may  injure  our  college,  as 
coming  from  ono  of  its  visitors.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood, 
also,  that  I  do  not  intermeddle  with  public  affairs.  It  is  my 
duty,  and  equally  my  wish,  to  leave  them  to  those  who  are  to 
feel  tho  benefits  and  burthens  of  measures.  The  interest  I 
feel  in  the  system  of  education  and  wards,  has  seduced  me 
iHto  the  part  I  have  taken  as  to  them,  and  still  attaches  me  to 
their  success.  I  sent  subscription  papers,  with  a  letter  of 
/Explanation,  to  the  counties  allotted  to  me.  I  have  given  one 
to  Charles  Johnson,  who  is  zealous,  and  I  shall  send  one  to 
Christopher  Clarke  on  his  return  homo ;  but  I  doubt  their 
effect.  I'^The  difGculty,  I  find,  is  to  eradicate  the  idea  t)iat  it  is 
a  local  thing,  a  mere  Albemarle  academy.  I  endeavor  to  con- 
vince them  it  is  a  general  Seminary  of  the  Sciences  meant  for 
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the  use  of  the  State.  In  this  view  all  approve  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  rally  to  the  object.  But  time  seems  necessary  to 
plant  this  idea  firmlj  in  their  minda.  j  Dr.  Knox*  has  retired 
from  business,  and  I  have  written  to  Cooper. 

Affectionately,  yours, 

Tn:  Jefmrson. 
Mr.  Cabdl. 


XLVII. 

J.  C,  C,  TO  T,  J. 

CnAELOTTESViLtE,  7tli  Ootober,  1817. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  note  of  this  morning  haa  this  moment 
been  received  by  General  Cocke  and  myself.  The  association 
for  an  Agricultural  Societyf  adjourned  yesterday  evening  to 
11  o'clock  this  day.  Judge  Stewart  has  been  engaged  to  give 
an  opportunity  to  the  members  of  the  bar  to  attend.  If  we 
let  slip  this  occasion,  perhaps  it  ivill  be  impossible  to  bring  the 
gentlemen  together  a  second  time.  Will  you  have  the  good- 
ness, therefore,  to  excuse  General  Cocke  and  myself,  if  we  do 
not  come  precisely  at  the  hour  you  designate,  but  at  12  or  1  ? 
And  we  further  ask  the  kindness  of  you  to  make  this  explana- 
tion to  the  President  and  Mr,  Madison.  No  weather  will  stop 
us,  the  moment  our  existing  appointment  shall  have  been 
attended  to.  Mr.  Watson  went  to  Mr,  Minor's  last  evening, 
and  was  to  return  here  at  10  this  morning ;  but  it  is  probable 
he  will  not  turn  out  in  this  weather. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  most  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Carbll. 

Mr.  Jeferso,,- 

«  Of  Baltimore,  nUo  Lad  bcon  invited  to  the  Chair  of  Laneuogcs  in  the 
pvopoaed  Central  College.      See  Appendis  B. 

f  This  was  the  Agricnltnval  Society  of  Albemiirle,  so  eminently  iieefnl  id 
it3  day,  for  which  Mi'.  Cabell  had  tieon  required  to  prepare  a  Constitation. 
Mr.  Madison  was  its  first  President.  It  was  the  first  distriet  association  at 
tlio  kind  in  Virginia,  and  though  nominally  local  in  its  objects,  tho  benefit  of 
its  emmple  nnd  insfi'uctions  pervadtd  the  Stitte. 
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Edgewooh,  !4tli  October,  1817, 
Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  for  tlie  use  of  the  enclosed  papers, 
which  I  have  copied  and  now  commit  to  the  first  mail  after  my 
return  to  this  place,  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  myself  master 
as  well  of  your  plan  for  schools,  as  of  that  for  colleges,  before 
the  period,  at  which  those  subjects  will  he  taken  up,  in  the 
House  of  Delegates.  If  you  could  conveniently  spare  tho 
time,  I  think  it  would  be  of  groat  benefit  to  the  cause,  were 
yon  to  prepare  bills  for  the  College  and  University,  or  to 
enlarge  the  School  bill  and  include  tbem  in  it.*  In  laying  the 
State  off  into  Districts  for  Colleges,  you  accm  to  have  had 
chief  regard  to  territorial  extent.  There  are  powerful  masses 
of  interest  accumulated  already  at  particular  points  in  the 
State — as,  for  example,  at  some  of  tho  Colleges  and  towns. 
Would  it  not  be  ivell  to  consult  these  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  collegiate  districts,  in  order  to  obtain  success  ?t  I  iuad- 
vertently  left  my  copy  of  the  members  of  the  Cincinnati  on 
the  table  where  I  made  it  at  MonticeUo.  Should  you  have 
found  it,  I  will  be  thankful  to  you  to  keep  it  ti!l  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  again.  I  was  at  Buckingham  court  on 
yesterday.  Mr.  Eppes  was  there,  endeavoring  to  procure  sub- 
scribers for  the  Central  College.  But  few  persons  seemed 
disposed  to  subscribe.  Be  so  good  as  to  mention  to  Colonel 
Kandolph,  that  I  fear  the  time  allowed  for  us  to  prepare  a 
report  for  the  Agricultural  Society  is  entirely  too  short,  and 
that  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  was  instrumental  in  fixing  the 


f  The  siiggostian  liere  tlir^wn  out  is  tbitt  in  the  belief  of  whose  eipQiJiGncy 
Mr.  C.  ulCimaUilj  Betlied,  tiiougli  there  were,  for  n  long  season,  numerous 
obstacles  to  its  fulfil! mcnt,  and  vfhich  huve  not  jet  been  wliolij'  c 
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period.  Having  qualiSed  as  my  motlier'a  execntor,  and  having 
in  the  course  of  the  next  fortnight  to  adjust  my  aifairs,  for  an 
absence  of  four  or  iivo  months  from  home,  I  shall  he  unable  to 
prepare  anything,  and  shall  rely  upon  himself  and  General 
Cocke.  I  have  borrowed  of  Mr.  Patterson  forty-five  volumes 
of  Young's  Annals.  There  are  valuable  hints  scattered  up 
and  down  throughout  this  voluminous  work.  But  it  would 
take  one  or  two  months  to  search  over  these  numerous  pages, 
and  condense  the  applicable  and  valuable  thoughts  into  such 
method  as  would  suit  our  purposes.  I  shall  collect  all  the 
information  from  them  that  I  possibly  can,  in  the  midst  of 
many  avocations  that  now  press  upon  me;  and  attend  at  the 
time  appointed.  Perhaps  it  would  bo  well  to  have  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  at  the  November  court,  and  of  the  Society 
at  the  December  court,  so  as  to  give  further  time,  with  the 
advantages  of  an  intermediate  conference  among  the  members 
of  the  committee.  I  suggest  this  merely  for  his  consideration. 
Should  he  be  ready  to  report  at  November  court,  that  day 
would  be  more  convenient,  on  account  of  the  season  and  other 
circumstances.  Two  other  courses  might  be  adopted.  Either 
to  report  in  part,  and  aak  time  till  the  Spring  meeting  to  cou- 
cludo  it,  or  to  make  no  report  at  all,  at  the  next  meeting,  and 
ask  time  to  digest  and  mature  one.  I  would  vote  for  cither 
of  these  three  courses,  aa  may  be  most  agreeable  to  Colonel 
Randolph, 

I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Most  respectfully  and  faithfully  youra, 

Jos.  G.  Cauell. 

XLIX, 

T.   J,   TO    J.   C.   C, 

MoNTiCELLo,  October  24,  1817. 
Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  the  14tb  came  to  ha^.d  two  days  ago. 
Soon  after  you  left  us,  I  received  the  pamphlet  you  were  so 


c.y  Google 


84  CORRESPONDENCE-  [1817. 

kind  as  to  have  ilirected  to  me,  containing  several  papers  on 
the  establishment  of  a;  system  of  education.  A  serious  perusal 
of  the  bill*  for  that  purpose,  convinced  me,  that  unless  some- 
thing less  extravagant  could  be  devised,  the  whole  undertaking 
must  fail.  The  primary  schools  alone  on  that  plan  would  ex- 
haust the  whole  funds,  the  colleges  as  much  more,  and  an 
university  would  never  come  into  question.  However  slow 
and  painful  the  operation  of  writing  is  become  from  a  stiffen- 
ing wrist,  and  however  deadly  my  aversion  to  the  wnting 
table,  I  determined  to  try  whether  I  could  not  contrive  a  plan 
more  within  the  compass  of  our  funds.  I  aend  you  the  result 
brought  into  a  single  bill,"|"  lest  by  bringing  it  on  by  detach- 
ment some  of  the  parts  might  be  lost.  You  ask  if  we  should 
not  associate  with  it  the  petty  academies  and  colleges  spread , 
over  the  State,  in  order  to  engage  their  interest  ?  Why  should 
we  ?  For  their  funds  ?  They  have  none.  Scarcely  any  of 
them  have  funds  to  keep  their  buildings  in  repair.  Thoy 
depend  on  what  they  get  from  thoir  students.  Aggregated  to 
our  regular  system,  they  would  make  it  like  the  image  of  brass 
and  clay,  substances  which  can  never  amalgamate.  They 
would  only  embarrass,  and  render  our  colleges  impracticable. 
I  have  always  found  it  best  never  to  permit  a  rational  plan  to 
be  marred  by  botching.  You  would  lose  on  the  vote  more 
honest  friends  than  you  would  reconcile  dishonest  enemies, 
under  which  term  I  include  those  who  would  sacrifice  the 
public  good  to  a  local  interest.  However,  take  it,  and  make 
of  it  what  you  can,  if  worth  anything.  Communicate  it,  also, 
to  Mr.  Uives,  if  you  please.  I  meddle  no  more  with  it. 
There  is  a  time  to  retire  from  labor,  and  that  time  is  come 
with  me.  It  is  a  duty,  as  well  as  the  strongest  of  my  desires 
to  relinquish  to  younger  hands  the  government  of  our  hark, 
.and  resign  myself,  as  I  do  willingly,  to  their  care.  Our  Cen- 
■tral  College  gives  me  more  employment  than  I  am  equal  to. 
The  dilatoriness  of  the   workmen  gives  me  constant  trouble. 

*  Sir-  Mercer's.  -f  Sen  Appendix  G. 


c.y  Google 


1817.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  85 

It  has  already  brought  into  cloubt  tbe  completion  tliis  year  of 
the  building  began,  ivhicb  obliges  me  to  bo  with  them  every 
other  day.  I  follow  it  up  from  a  sense  of  the  impression 
which  will  be  ma.de  on  the  Legislature  by  the  prospect  of  its 
immediate  operation.  The  wails  should  be  done  by  our  next 
court,  but  they  will  not,  by  a  great  deal.  Wo  hope  to  see  you 
then.  En  attendant,  I  salute  you  with  friendship  and  respect. 
'I'n ;  Jeffeuson. 

JoM^h  C.  CabcU,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  drew  a  plan  of  a  college  in  its  dormitories,  such  as 
the  bill  calls  for,  to  demonstrate  that  it  will  not  cost  more  than 
the  gum  allotted. 


L. 

C.    TO    T.    J. 


>,  3il  December,  1817. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  subscriptions  to  the  funds  of  the 
college,  by  Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  Coalter,*  are  made  by  those 
gentlemen  to  demonstrate  their  favorable  opinion  of  the  inati- 
tution,  and  friendly  regard  to  those  who  have  its  management 
entrusted  to  their  care. 

Having  been  exposed  five  hours  on  the  water,  in  going  down 
the  Rappahannock  from  TJrbanna,  and  several  in  returning,  an 
inBammation  arose  on  one  of  my  hipa,  which  caused  me  to  ride 
in  great  pain  from  that  place  to  Richmond ;  and  would  have 
prevented  mc  from  arriving  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  but 
for  the  pohtenesa  of  two  members  of  the  House  of  Delegatea, 
who  alternately  exchanged  a  seat  in  their  carriages  for  my 
horse. 

The  Senate  will  adjom-n  in  a  few  days,  as  usual,  till  tho 
Christmas  holidays  are  over  ;  and  during  that  interval  I  shall 

«  Judge  Coaitov  uf  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
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go  down  to  Williamsburg  in  order  to  accompany  my  wife  back 
to  this  place.  But  I  shall  not  leave  town  till  I  have  done 
every  thing  I  possibly  can  towards  the  furtherance  of  the 
interests  of  the  College.  I  am  now,  every  day,  engaged  in 
deliberation  and  consultation  upon  that  Bubject.  I  have  ex- 
amined your  hill  very  carefully,  and  am  shewing  it  to  all  siieb, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  Assembly,  as  I  think  ought  to  see  it, 
before  the  subject  is  taken  up  in  t!ie  House.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  vour  plan  of  the  primary  schools  is  much  the  beat  I  have 
yet  heard  of;  hut  I  fear  great  difficulties  will  arise  out  of  the 
Bparscness  of  the  population  of  the  country.*  Such  appear 
to  bo  the  impressions  of  those  who  have  seen  it.  But  the  bill 
is  read  with  great  admiration  and  pleasure  by  every  one. 
These  are  first  impressions.  Rest  assured,  the  subject  will  be 
turned  over  and  over,  and  viewed  on  every  side  by  the  ablest 
men  in  Richmond,  very  many  times,  before  the  session  closes. 
My  wish  is  to  produce,  if  possible,  an  agreement  amoHg  tho 
intelligent  men,  as  to  what  ought  to  bo  attempted,  and  then  to 
move  in  concert.  But  even  this,  I  assure  you,  is  very  diffi- 
cult ;  for  there  are  almost  as  many  opinions  as  there  are  mem- 
bers. If  anything  will  unite  us  it  will  bo  your  bill.  Tlie  *  * 
and  the  *  *  will  probably  exert  all  their  inCuence  to  defeat 
the  views  of  the  Central  College.  Already  I  hear  those  in- 
terests are  operating  among  the  members  of  *  *  to  our  injury. 
The  [Cincinnati]  Society  will  meet  on  Monday.  From  what  I 
learn  from  Judge  Brooke  and  Major  Quarles,  a  majority  will 
he  opposed  to  the  plan  of  altering  their  former  conditional 
resolution  in  favor  of  the  Washington  Academy.  Added  to- 
these  hostile  interests,  the  friends  of  the  Washington  Academy 
are  using  great  exertions  to  defeat  the  claims  of  the  Central 
College.  I  hear  of  no  diversion  on  the  side  of  Wiliiam  & 
Mary.  The  friends  of  that  institution  appear  to  pursue  a 
quiet,  liberal  course.      If    the  general  system  should  fail,  I 


*Tlii3  has  oontinned   to  bu  Ihe  chiof  ofetaele  t 
cduciUion  iu  Vifgiiua. 
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trust,  we  shall  be  able  to  procure  an  appropriation  for  tlio 
Central  College  ;  were  mj  abilities  to  convince  and  persuade 
proportionate  to  my  zeal,  success  would  not  bo  wanting.  A 
situation  in  the  other  House  would  bo  much  better  than  the 
one  I  occupy ;  but  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  the  caae,  that  lies 
within  the  compass  of  my  limited  means.  Judge  Brooke  is 
very  friendly  to  our  cause.  I  am  happy,  also,  to  inform  you 
that  two  members  of  standing,  in  the  Senate,  Col.  Green,  of 
Fredericksburg,  and  Mr.  Iloomes,  of  King  and  Queen,  who 
opposed  the  University  hill  of  the  last  session,  will  advocate 
an  appropriation  to  the  Central  College.  It  is  very  uncertain, 
at  this  time,  what  shape  the  subject  will  assume,  or  what  will 
be  the  event  of  the  proceedings,  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 
T  am  informed  a  strong  party  in  that  body  are  in  favor  of  the 
abolition  of  ttie  Literary  Fund. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

With  great  respect,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jff erson. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Watts  has  assured  me,  that  he  would  advocate 
an  appropriation  to  the  Central  College.  Mr.  Johnson  has  not 
arrived. 


T.  J,  TO   J.  C.  C. 

Poplah  Forest,  Ileccmiicr  18,  1817. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  detained  a  month  by  my  affairs 
here,  but  shall  depart  in  three  days,  and  eat  my  Christmas 
dinner  at  Mor.ticello.  I  expect  to  find  there  the  returns  of 
oar  subscription  papers,  and  I  hope,  the  donation  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati. These  will  enable  me  to  make  the  report  to  the 
Governor  which  our  Board  determined  on.  It  will  have  to  go 
the  rounds  of  their  resideneeis  for  their  amendments  and  signa- 
tures; for  this  I  will  send  an  express,  and  not  lose  a  day  in 
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sending  it  to  you,  open  for  your  consideration  and  signatuve, 
then  to  be  scaled  and  delivered  to  tlie  Governor,  I  think  you 
had  better  keep  Lack  tlie  generitl  plan  till  this  report  is  made, 
as  I  am  persuaded  it  will  give  a  lift  to  that.  I  congratulate 
you  on  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  Dr.  Cooper,  engaging 
himself  for  our  physiological  and  law  schools.  Pray  drop  me 
a  line  when  any  vote  is  passed  which  furnishes  an  indication  of 
the  success  or  failure  of  the  general  plan.  I  have  only  thia 
single  anxiety  in  this  world.  It  is  a  bantling  of  forty  years' 
birth  and  nursing,  and  if  I  can  once  see  it  on  its  legs,  I  will 
sing  with  sincerity  and  pleasure  my  nunc  dimittas.  My  calcu- 
lation is,  that  you  will  bear  from  me  by  tho  10th  of  January, 
Affectiotiateiy  yours, 

Tii:  Jefferson. 

Mt.  Cabell. 


PoPLAB  FoHEST,  December  19,  1SI7. 
Deau  Sir, — I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  morning,  and  put  the 
letter  myself  into  the  post-ofE;o  of  Lynchburg,  to  which  place 
I  went  to  endeavor  to  engage  bricklayers  for  our  work  the 
nest  season.  I  couki  not  do  it.  They  asked  ^15  a  tbousand 
for  place  brick  and  sand-stock  brick  work,  and  the  double  for 
the  oil  stock  brick.  They  rose  from  $12  to  $15  on  the  e.\tra- 
ordinary  price  of  corn  a  year  or  two  past,  and  there  is  a 
struggle  hero  at  present  to  bring  them  down  to  12  or  $18. 
Thig  is  depending.  I  agreed,  provisionally,  with  Brown  {the 
most  to  be  depended  on  of  any)  to  give  him  what  shall  be  given 
for  similar  work  in  Lynchburg  the  ensuing  season,  taking  time 
to  consult  my  colleagues.  In  the  mean  time,  I  think  it  possi- 
ble we  migbt  get  undertakers  from  Richmond  for  so  large  a  job 
as  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  bricks.  This  I  must  get 
you  to  enquire  into   and  give  me  the  promptest  answer  you 
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can.  Are  there  in  Richniond  briclilayevs  of  the  first  degree 
of  skill?  At  what  prices  do  they  do  the  very  best  work? 
Will  a  responsihlo  one  engage  to  finish  the  half  our  work  by 
mid-summer,  the  other  half  by  the  first  of  Octoher?  Oar 
walla  are  generally  one  and  a  half  hrick  thick — the  whole  to 
be  grouted,  not  a  single  sammel  brick,  and  hut  two  bats  to  be 
used  for  every  nine  whole  bricks.  The  front  wall  to  be  oil 
stock  brick— the  other  outer  walls  sand  stock— mortar  one- 
third  iiine,  two-thirda  pure  sand,  without  any  mixture  of  mould. 
The  work  to  be  done  as  well  as  the  very  best  in  Richmond  or 
Lynchburg.  If  you  can  make  a  provisional  bargain  with  an 
undertaker  to  he  depended  on,  taking  only  time  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Visitors,  this  will  give  us  choice  between  Brown 
and  him.  But  this  must  he  immediate,  as  I  must  answer 
Brown  shortly.  Pray  make  a  business  of  it ;  turn  out  imme- 
diately, make  such  a  bargain  if  you  can,  and  inform  me  imme- 
diately, that  I  may  fix  tho  one  or  the  other  as  shall  bo  best. 
Yours  affectionately, 

Tn:  Jeffeesoh. 

P.  S.     Sand  is  two  miles  off,  and  lime  nine  or  ten.     Ita 
price  at  the  quarry,  Is, 


LIII. 

J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J, 

Richmond,  29tli  December,  1817. 
Dear  Sib, — I  arrived  in  town  last  evening,  and  received 
this  morning  at  tho  post-office  your  two  letters  of  18th  and 
19th  inst.,  which  now  lie  before  me.  Before  I  reply  to  them, 
I  will  go  back  to  circumstances  that  preceded  their  arrival.  I 
presume  you  have  reached  Monticeilo,  and  have  received  my 
last  letter  from  this  place,  touching  our  prospects  with  tho 
Cincinnati  and  the  General  Assembly.  Shortly  after  the  date 
of  that  letter,  the  members  of  the  Cincinnati,  who  appeared  in. 
Richmond,  formed  a  meeting,  and  determined  that  they  would 
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not  disturb  the  fonncr  conditional  appropriation  of  llicir  fiiiida 
in  favor  of  tlio  Washington  College.  The  meeting  was  hut 
thinly  attended;  and  I  was  informed  that  a  preUj  general 
imptession  among  the  members  was  that  the  funds  ought  not 
to  be  finally  disposed  of  by  so  small  a  portion  of  the  hody, 
and  that  the  question  as  to  the  nltimate  appropriation  ought  to 
be  deferred  till  a  more  full  assemblage  could  be  had ;  and  that 
notice  would  be  given  to  all  the  members  to  appear  at  a  general 
meeting  to  be  held  in  the  course  of  the  next  year.  A  majority 
of  the  members  present  at  the  last  meeting  were  opposed  to 
the  Central  College  and  in  favor  of  the  'Washington  College; 
and  from  all  I  could  hear,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  a  majority 
of  the  absentees  would  have  voted  in  the  same  way  had  they 
been  present.  There  are  too  many  federalists  in  the  Cincin- 
nati for  that  body  to  look  with  favor  on  the  Central  College. 
Added  to  the  federal  interest,  we  had  to  contend  with  *  *  *  , 
whose  influence,  I  think,  from  all  I  could  gather,  had  been  all 
along  opposed  to  the  prosperity  of  that  institution.  The  local 
friends  of  the  Washington  College  co-operated  of  course;  and 
were  as  much  excited  as  if  we  had  attempted  to  pull  down 
their  college.  Should  the  Centra!  College  grow  rapidly  into 
distinction,  and  cast  a  shade  on  the  surrounding  institutions,  it 
is  possible,  perhaps  probable,  that  the  Society  of  the  Cincin- 
nati may  yet  give  us  their  funds.  They  would  like  to  have 
them  engrafted  on  a  flourishing  seminary,  but  they  feel  them- 
Belves  in  some  sort  committed  to  the  Washington  College,  and 
the  federal  members  are  under  strong  political  prejudices 
against  yourself,  whom  they  justly  regard  as  the  parent  of  the 
Central  College.         ******* 

The  plan  which  I  determined  to  follow  in  regard  to  the  As- 
sembly was,  first  to  endeavor  to  procure  rmity  of  opinion 
among  the  friends  of  learning,  both  in  and  out  of  the  Assem- 
bly, and  afterwards  to  aim  at  unity  of  action. 

I  was  for  some  days  engaged  in  conferring  with  some  of  the 
ablest  men  in  Richmond  on  the  subject  of  your  bills ;  there 
was  bat  one  opinion  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  having  an 
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university;  a  pretty  general  coticui'rence  as  to  the  expediency 
of  colbges,  with  some  variance  as  to  local  situation  and  num- 
ber; hut  a  great  contrariety  as  to  the  practicahility  and  expe- 
diency of  primary  schools,  and  with  respect  to  the  mode  of 
organizing  them,  if  admitted  to  be  practicablo  and  expedient, 
The  inherent  and  adventitious  difficulties  attending  the  subject 
of  tlie  primary  schools,  formed  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to 
the  accomplishment  of  my  object.  During  this  period  I  deter- 
mined to  communicate  oniy  to  a  select  few  the  bills  with  which 
you  had  entrusted  me.  I  thought  amendments  might  be  re- 
quired, and  it  would  be  better  to  settle  upon  those  amendments 
before  the  subject  should  be  taken  up  in  the  house.  But  it 
gradually  became  known  that  I  was  in  possession  of  the  hilla, 
and  the  enemies  of  the  Central  College,  who  kept  a  constant 
wateh  on  my  movements,  began  to  scatter  about  the  imputa- 
tion of  intrigue.  In  this  situation,  I  consulted  my  friends, 
who  advised  me  to  copy  the  bills  off,  with  the  omission  of  a 
few  passages,  and  to  enclose  them  to  tho  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges  in  the  House  of  Delegates, 
with  a  suitable  letter  to  guard  you  from  any  illiberal  imputa- 
tions of  interfering  in  tho  affairs  of  the  Ai-sembly.  Governor 
Nicholas,  Judge  Coalter,  my  brother  William,  and  others, 
approved  the  course  I  took  on  that  occasion.  I  enclose  you  a 
copy  of  my  letter  accompanying  the  bills,  as  well  as  of  tho 
passages  omitted  in  copying  them.  Judge  Roane  and  others 
advised  me  to  leave  out  the  clauses  respecting  religion;  if 
proper  in  themselves,  they  were  supposed  of  a  nature  to  excite 
prejudices,  as  coming  from  you;  and  they  were  not  considered 
essential.  The  clause  disqualifying  persons  unable  to  read, 
was  deemed  too  rigorous.  The  alternative  sections  respecting 
the  Central  College  were  left  out,  because  it  appeared  impossi- 
ble to  get  a  bill  for  an  University  through  upon  any  other  plan 
than  that  of  separating  the  local  question  from  the  general 
question.  This  course  might  appear  hazardous,  and  my  friends 
in  tha  upper  country,  judging  of  the  feelings  of  the  whole 
people  by  their  own,  might  deem  it  an  unnecessary  concession. 
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But  upon  this  point,  there  was  not  a  dissenting  voice  among 
our  friends  here.  Should  the  qnestion  of  location  be  decided 
at  this  session,  I  confided  in  the  Senate.  Shouhl  it  he  de- 
ferred to  another  session,  our  claims  would  grow  stronger 
every  daj  of  the  interval.  The  Senate  adjourned  on  the  6th 
til!  29th.  I  did  al!  I  could  in  conjunction  ivith  Mr.  Powell,  to 
mako  the  adjournment  shorter,  but  in  vain.  This  modern  and 
improper  usage  in  that  body  will,  before  long,  I  hope,  attract 
public  notice,  I  have  never  touched  a  cent  of  public  money 
for  the  days  of  those  long  adjournments,  and  annuiiUy  cause 
the  cleric  to  make  an  entry  to  that  effect  on  the  minutes  of  our 
proceedings.  In  this,  however,  I  am  singular.  I  remained  in 
town  til!  tbe  15th,  and  then  believing  that  my  further  stay  would 
produce  no  benefit,  whilst  it  might  be  ascribed  to  improper 
motives,  I  withdrew  to  Williamsburg,  and  remained  there  till 
tbe  29th.  Mr.  Scott,*  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Schools 
and  Colleges,  was  in  Williamsburg  during  the  holidays,  and 
informed  me  that  at  the  nest  meeting  of  hia  Committee,  after 
my  departure,  a  member  moved  the  production  of  the  copied 
bills  J  whereupon  they  were  exhibited  along  with  my  letter, 
and  received  favorably  by  those  present.  He  was  instructed 
to  prepare  some  resolutions  expressive  of  the  propriety  of 
appropriating  the  product  of  the  literary  fund  towards  the 
endowment  of  an  university,  academies,  and  primary  schools, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  bouse.  But  on  particu- 
lar plana  no  opinions  had  been  formed,  and  none  were  intended 
then  to  be  expressed.  Mr.  Scott  wished  to  examine  the  New 
York  and  South  Carolina  laws  and  sundry  papers,  which,- 
together  with  his  other  duties  in  the  house,  would  keep  back 
his  report  for  eight  or  ten  days  to  come.  Such  was  the  state  of 
thifigs  in  regard  to  this  subject  on  my  return  to  toivn  yesterday 
evening.  You  perceive  there  will  be  full  time  for  your  report 
to  come  down.     You  speak  of  addressing  it  to  the  Governor, 


■*  Mr.  Robert  G.  Scott  of  Itiohmond. 
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and  not  to  the  Assembly.  I  approve  that  courae,  because  it 
will  have  the  same  effect,  and  look  leas  like  interference.  The 
acceptance  of  JuJge  Cooper  will  have  a  happy  effect  here  and 
over  the  country,  I  really  fear,  notwithstanding,  that  this 
Assembly  will  do  nothing.  I  know  of  no  one  in  the  House  of 
Delegates  qualified,  in  every  respect,  to  do  justice  to  this  sub- 
ject. That  house  is  greatly  altered  for  the  worse.  Again,  the 
discordant  opinions  about  the  prima.ry  schools  seem  irreeonci- 
lable.  Nothing  is  agreed  on :  all  unsettled  and  uncertain. 
The  very  efforts  necessary  to  produce  unity  of  design  and 
action,  raeet  on  the  threshold  ttie  imputation  of  management 
and  intrigue.  One  favorable  eircumatance  is,  that  there  seems 
to  be  a  pretty  general  impression  that  the  fund  should  be  de- 
voted to  literary  purposes,  and  that  something  should  now  be 
done.  Another  is,  that  we  have  some  strong  men  in  the  city, 
but  out  of  the  Assembly,  in  our  favor.  Judge  Roane,  Judge 
Brooke,  Ool.  Nicholas  and  his  brother,  the  editor  of  the  En- 
quirer, and  some  others,  are  in  favor  of  the  Central  College, 
and  should  the  (juestion  of  location  como  on,  will  he  valuable 
friends.  Moat  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Senate  are  on 
our  side,  Mr.  Johnson  has  not  yet  arrived,  Mr,  Scott  con- 
firms Mr.  Garrett's  account  of  Mr.  Johnson's  favorable  opin- 
ion; and  yet  Mr.  George  Tucker,  now  here,  assures  me  that 
at  the  Chancery  Court  in  Lynchburg,  he  (Mr.  J.)  was  con- 
tending for  Staunton,  as  the  best  site.  I  expect  Johnson 
would  prefer  Charlottesville  next  to  Staunton.  Efforts  have 
been,  and  doubtless  will  be  made,  to  convert  this  subject  into  a 
question  between  the  East  and  West  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 
Some  of  my  acquaintance  from  that  country  have  assured  me 
they  will  discountenance  any  such  attempt ;  but  my  only  sure 
reliance  against  the  effects  of  aueh  a  scheme,  is  in  the  Senate. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  President  and  Diree- 
tors  of  the  Literary  Fund.  It  is  supposed  that  the  balance  of 
our  claim  en  the  General  Government  will  swell  the  fund  to 
12  or  1500,000  dollars. 

Judge  Roane,  Col.  Nicholas,  and  most  of  the  persona  with 
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whom  I  bave  conferred,  disapprove  of  your  plan  of  an  assess- 
ment on  tte  wards;  they  think  neither  the  people  nor  their 
representalives  would  agree  to  that  mode  of  taxation  ;  they 
advise  that  the  moneys  should  come  out  of  the  literary  fund, 
bat  that  your  mode  of  administration  should  he  kept  up. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  chall  proceed  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  in  procuring  nnd  transmiting  to  you  the  information 
you  desire  in  regard  to  bricklayers  in  this  town.  The  most  of 
to-morrow  I  am  compelled  to  bo  at  the  banks,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Senate. 

I  wil5,  from  time  to  time,  ivith  great  pleasure,  give  you  an 
account  of  our  prospects  and  proceedings. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  all 
liberal  men  duly  appreciate  the  efforts  you  aro  making  to  ad- 
vance the  literary  interests  of  your  country;  they  speak  of 
those  efforts  in  the  highest  terms,  ani  thank  you  for  them. 
I  remain,  dear  sir, 

FaithfiiHy  yours, 

JosEPn  C.  C.iHEi,L. 

Mr.  J-fferson. 

Copy  of  (Jte  letter  from  Jnnepli   G.  Cahell  to  the  Chairman  of  tlm 
Committee  of  Schools  and  Collega. 

RiOHHONO,  I8th  December,  1817. 

Deak  Sir, — You  recollect,  no  doubt,  that  when  you  introduced 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Guneral  Assembly,  the  resolution  for  pub- 
lishing the  bill  "  providing  for  the  establishment  of  piiniQiy  schools, 
academies,  colleges,  and  an  university,"  I  suggested  to  you  (ho  pro- 
priety of  amending  fho  resolution,  so  as  to  embrace  in  it  olhev  docu- 
ments which  are  contained  in  the  pamphlet,  printed  and  distributed 
by  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund. 

I  then  expected  that  the  dosliaation  of  the  literary  fund  would  be 
decided  at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature;  and  I  thouuht  it 
Wonld  be  useful  to  place  in  the  public  view,  during  the  recess,  the 
various  schemes  of  public  education  which  had  been  proposed,  in 
order  to  attraot  attention  to  the  subject,  and  to  draw  forth  the  views 
and  saggestions  of  men  of  reflection  throughout  the  State.     These 
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w  d  d  hich  took  place  in 

ni  a  conversation  I 

h  d                         ff  tliat  tlie  primary 

m  OKI  anj'  I  Iiad  tlien 

g  tiie  literary  fund. 

m  his  ideas  to  paper, 

m  der  that  I  might 

m  be  approved  at  tho 

g  a   kind   enough   to 

p              m                       d  ent  mo  a,  till  enti- 

S  h.  rvietr  vitli  him,  in 

extend  its  provi- 

s   request  he  also 

d  and  enlarged  bill 

g  m  10  educalion."     At 

m  L-h  had  been  drawn 

b    L  g  ing  nould  not  cost 

mm  OS  bill. 

g  into  collegiate  dis- 

tricts, a  leading  object  with  the  author  was  to  place  every  parent  in 
the  Slate  wilhin  a  daj's  ride  of  the  college  of  his  respectivo  district. 
In  hia  Istter  accompanying  the  ''bill  for  establishing  elementary 
schools,"  Wt.  Jefferson  obsei-ved,  "I  wish  it  to  be  nndorsSood  that  I 
do  not  intermeddle  with  public  affairs.  It  is  my  duty,  and  equally 
my  wish,  to  leave  them  to  those  who  are  to  feel  the  benefits  and  bur- 
dens of  measures.  The  interest  I  feel  in  the  system  of  education  and 
warda,  has  sedueed  me  into  the  part  I  Lave  taken  as  to  them,  and 
still  atl aches  me  to  their  success." 

In  a  letter  accompanying  the  "  bill  for  establishing  a  system  of 
public  education,"  he  says,  "  Take  it  and  make  of  it  what  you  can,  if 
worth  anything.  I  meddle  no  more  with  it.  There  is  a  lime  to 
reiire  from  labor,  and  that  time  is  come  with  mo.  It  is  a  duty,  as 
well  aa  the  strongest  of  my  desires,  to  relinquish  to  ynunger  hands 
the  government  of  our  bark,  and  resign  myself,  as  I  willingly  do,  to 
their  caro." 

On  subjects  of  such  imporfan:;o  and  difficulty  as  those  embraced  in 
theso  bills,  there  wilt  bo  various  opinions.    But  all  that  read  them 
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must  agree  tbat  iliey  are  drawn  with  great  ability,  and  throw  great 
light  on  the  subjects  to  which  they  relafe, 

I  have  brought  these  papers  with  me  to  the  seat  of  government, 
with  the  intention  of  sbewing  them  to  the  frienJa  of  literature  and 
pcienoe,  under  the  impression  that  in  so  doing  I  might  render  a  ser- 
Tioe  to  the  country.  I  have  already  exhibited  tbi-m  to  several,  and 
promised  to  shew  them  to  others,  in  which  number  is  yourself;  but 
having  to  leave  town,  I  ahall  be  unable  to  call  on  the  various  persons 
who  have  aslied  a  perusal  of  them. 

I  have,  therefore,  determined  to  dosire  the  fevor  of  you  to  take 
charge  of  the  two  enclosed  papers,  which  ai^e  copied  from  the  original 
bills  in  my  poaseasion,  together  ■with  the  accompanying  plan  of  a  col- 
lege. You  will  be  at  liberty  to  make  extracts  and  to  avail  yourself 
of  the  ideas  they  contain,  in  so  far  as  you  may  think  the  public 
welfare  might  thereby  be  promoted.  And  I  must  also  request  the 
favor  of  you  to  exhibit  them  to  any  member,  or  to  the  Committee  of 
Schools  and  Colleges,  if  tiicy  sliould  be  called  for;  and  when  you 
have  done  with  them,  to  return  them  to  me. 

In  addiiion  to  tlie  preceding  papers,  1  have  procured  some  hiats 
and  sketches,  on  the  same  subjects,  from  some  enlightened  gentlemen 
of  my  acquaintance ;  they  were  hastily  thrown  on  paper,  in  a  form 
not  intended  for  publication  j  but  should  you  feel  a  desire  to  see  them, 
they  shall  be  at  your  service. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfuily  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Scott,  Clittirmaa  of  the  Coannittee  of  Schools  and  Coltegea. 

Passages  omitted  in  the  copies  of  the  hills  furnished  Mr.  Scott,  Ghavr- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  &'hools  and  Colleges,  session  1817— '18, 
%  advice  of  Col.   W.  0.  Nicholas  and  many  others. 

BILL   FOR  ESTABLISniNG   ELEMENTARY   SOnOOLS. 

In  the  Gth  and  7th  lines  of  the  first  section,  the  following  words, 
"  and  not  being  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  any  denomination." 

The  Dote  on  the  same  section  in  these  words,  "  Sliuistcrs  of  tho 
gospel  are  excluded  to  avoid  jealousy  from  the  other  sects,  were  the 
public  education  coraiuittcd  to  a  particular  one;  and  with  tlie  more 
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re         (h       ■     th  f  tl    ■  1     ■      f         th    i  ^'  I  t"  d 
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BILL  FOB  F.STABLISHINO   A    SYSTEM   OF  PUBLIC   EDUCATION. 

§  1,  6lrh  and  7th  lines,  tbo  following  words,  "and  not  being  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel." 


*  Tliere  are  many  who  atill  think,  that  had  such  a  proYisIoa  been  mcludeii 
in  our  Eoveral  State  Constitutions,  it  would  liaye  proved  one  of  the  surest 
safe-guai'da  of  our  lib«rti*s. 
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§  fi,  from  the  word  ichoohng,  in  the  2(i  line,  the  following  ■words, 
"  AnJ  it  13  deLlarcd  and  eincted,  that  no  person  unborn,  or  under  the 
ige  of  twthe  yiais  it  thn  pis'fing  of  this  act,  and  who  is  compos 
menhi,  ihall,  aUer  the  agt.  of  fifteen  yeais,  he  a  citizen  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, until  he  or  she  caa  read  readily  printed  characters  in 
Rome  tonguu,  nitive  or  acquired  " 

^  11,  from  the  word  Ytstlors  to  the  end  of  the  section,  the  follow- 
ing words,  "  but  no  religious  reading,  instruction,  or  exercise,  shall  he 
prescribed  or  practiced  inconsistent  with  the  tenets  of  any  religious 
sect  or  denomination." 

The  preamble  to,  and  the  31st,  32d  and  33d  sections,  rcspccling 
the  Central  College. 


T.  J.  TO  J.  0.  C, 

MoKTioRi.j.o,  Decenibev  ;n,  1817. 
Dear  Sm,- — Our  friend,  Gen.  Kosciusko,  has  warmly  soli- 
cited my  attention  to  the  case  of  M.  Poinaot  des  Essarta,  stated 
in  the  enclosed  papers.  He  ivishce  to  be  informed  of  the  situ- 
ation of  the  lands  therein  described,  their  quality  and  value, 
and  whether  any  and  what  taxes  are  due  on  them.  I  suppose 
they  must  be  in  what  is  now  Harrison  county.  Having  no 
acquaintance  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  supposing  your 
situation  may  enable  you  to  engage  some  member  of  the  one  or 
the  other  house  to  take  the  trouble  of  making  these  enquiries,, 
X  solicit  your  aasiatanco  to  effect  it.  The  motive  which  may 
induce  us  to  this  trouble  must  be  the  same  with  us  all,  a  will- 
ingness to  help  a  fellow-man  to  procure  for  him  that  informa- 
tion which  our  situation  enables  us  to  obtain,  and  his  does  not. 
If  the-  gentleman  whom  you  may  engage  -will  be  so  good  as  to 
enclose  the  information  he  may  obtain  to  myself  immediately, 
it  will  shorten  delays,  and  lay  me  under  personal  obligations 
to  him, 
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I  have  this  monijiig  sent  to  Mr.  Madison  a  draught  of  the 
report  *  I  promised  yon.   "When  retuvnod,  I  shall  have  to  make 
out  a  fair  copy,  and  send  it  the  rounds  for  signature.     Yoii 
may,  therefore,  expect  it  about  the  last  of  next  week. 
Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 


Mr.  Cahai. 


Th:  Jeffbiison. 


KicHJioBD,  6th  Jaiiua,ry,  1818. 
Dear  Sia, — Your  favora  of  tl\e  18th  and  19th  ult.  were 
hoth  received  at  the  same  time,  and  had  been  lying  in  the 
post-ofGce  of  this  place  some  days  before  my  return  from  Wil- 
liamsburg. Since  their  receipt  to  this  time,  I  have  been 
unusually  employed  on  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses  of 
Assembly,  and  in  the  Senate.  But  I  lost  not  a  moment  in 
attending  to  your  request  respecting  the  rates  of  bricHayers 
in  this  town.  Col.  Kieholas,  General  Preston,  and  others,  to 
whom  I  shewed  your  letter  of  19th,  referred  me  to  Major 
Christopher  Tompkins,  of  this  place,  as  an  undertaker  in  the 
carpenter's  line,  who  could  give  me  correct  information  in 
regard  to  the  bricklayers  of  Eiohmond.  I  waited  on  Major 
Tompkins,  and  on  shewing  him  your  letter,  he  assured  me  that 
he  would,  with  the  utmost  pleasure,  do  anything  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Central  College,  having  a  son 
whose  education  he  wished  to  be  finished  at  that  place.  It 
was  needless,  he  observed,  for  me  to  accompany  him ;  he  would 
go  promptly  around  to  all  the  principal  undertakers  of  briek 
work  in  town,  and  bring  me  their  terms.  The  enclosed  letter 
presents  the  result  of  his  enquiries;  from  which  you  will  per- 

*  Tiic  first  repai't  of  tlio  Hector  and  Visitors  of  the  Centra!  College.      See 
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ceive  that  the  rates  here  are  very  exorbitant,  and  that  you  can 
not  do  better  than  to  close  with  Brown.  I  believe  you  may 
confidently  rely  on  Maj.  Tompkins'  information.  There  are 
3omc  six  or  eight  skillful  workmen  in  Eichmond ;  most  of  thcoi 
have  families,  and  all  of  them  prefer  working  in  town;  each  of 
them  contracts  for  one  miUion  or  one  million  and  a  half  of 
bricks  every  year,  and  has  more  work  offered  than  he  can  well 
attend  to.  The  price  of  oil  stock  brick  is  exactly  double  of 
the  sand  stock.  Tho  workman  who  is  willing  to  como  up  and 
make  bricks  at  ^2  per  M,,  he  being  found  every  thing,  is 
named  Night,  and  is  the  brother  of  Night  who  worked  on  the 
College  walls  in  November.  lie  is  said  to  bo  a  bettor  work- 
man. I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  send  you  a  more  agreeable 
answer. 

The  essays  in  tho  Enquirer,  by  *  *  *  ,  are  certainly  from 
the  pen  of  *«***.  They  discover  anything  but  a  commenda- 
ble spirit,  and  I  am  happy  to  hear  they  produce  little  or  no 
effect. 

It  grieves  me  to  tell  you  that  I  think  our  prospects  are  by 
no  means  flattering  in  the  General  Assembly.  I  shall  not 
relax  my  small  exertions  in  this  noble  cause.  I  hunt  assidu- 
ously around  me  for  every  suggestion  towards  lessening  the 
difficulties  on  tho  branch  of  the  primary  schools.  The  hostile 
interests,  alluded  to  in  my  last,  have  been  constantly  at  work, 
and  I  believe  they  have  produced  some  effect  on  the  House  of 
Delegates.  My  belief  is,  that  with  such  a  House  of  Delegates 
nothing  can  be  done.  I  begin  to  cast  my  eyes  over  the  State 
in  pursuit  of  suitable  pei^ons  to  come  into  the  next.  If  I  had 
the  co-operation  of  some  four  or  five  men,  such  as  I  could 
describe,  every  thing  could  be  effected.  But  I  do  not  entirely 
despair. 

Your  letter  of  Slst,  with  the  papers  of  Mr,  Poineot  des 
Essarts,  arrived  this  evening.  They  shj^U  be  faithfully  at- 
tended to. 

Mr.  William  Brent  of  Fairfax,  to  whom  I  wrote  in  the  eum- 
mer,  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  tho  Central  College  in  the 
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upper  counties  of  the  Northern  Neck,  is  now  in  Richmond ;  he 
■was  from  home  or  would  have  answered  the  enquiries  at  an 
earlier  day.  He  says  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  suh- 
scription  in  that  quarter.  He  will  subscribe  himself  and  send 
his  sons  to  the  college.  His  suhscription  is  enclosed.  Mr. 
Currie  has  sent  me  similar  information  as  to  the  lower  counties 
of  the  Northern  Neck.  Chancellor  Taylor  will  also  suhscrihe. 
I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Palthfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


Letter  of  Major  'I'oinpkins  to  Josuph    C   C'ahull  cadoscd  in  ihe 
forecjoiw}. 

Richmond,  January  i,  1S18. 
J.  0.  Cahell,  Esq. 

Str, — Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  have  availed  myself  of  every 
opportunity  to  get  the  bast  information  respecting  the  price  of  brick 
work,  suth  as  year  memorandum  specified,  and  the  probable  chance  of 
getting  a  suitable  person  to  execute  it. 

I  fear  there  is  no  chance  to  get  a  man,  at  least  such  an  one  as  I 
would  recommend.  It  appears  their  prices  for  such  work  vary  fcom 
8>17i  to  $21.  There  is  a  brick  maker  who  says  he  would  go  up  and 
make  the  brieka  for  82  per  M.,  (every  thing  to  he  found  the  wort- 

AJtkough  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  serve  you  materially 
in  the  above,  I  hope  that  it  may  be  in.  some  way  or  other.     If  you 
think  so,  please  call  ou  me  at  any  time  you  think  proper. 
I  am  respectfully  yours, 

U.  Tompkins. 


LVI. 

Janoati-?  6tli,  1S18. 
[The  originals  of  letters  LVI.  and  LVII.  liave  been  lost  or  mislaid.     Thi 
lattar  iva.3  printed  in  tlie  Enquirer  of  February  10,  1818,  and  is  liere  re 
p«atcd.] 
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T.   J.   TO   J.   C,   C. 

MoNTiCELio,  January  !i,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — When,  on  the  6th  inat.,  I  ^Yas  answering  yours 
of  December  29,  I  was  so  overwhelmed  with  letters  to  he  an- 
swered, that  I  could  not  take  time  to  notice  the  objection 
stated,  that  it  was  apprehended  that  neither  the  people  nor 
their  representatives  would  agree  to  the  plan  of  assessment  on 
the  wards  for  the  expenses  of  the  ward  schools.  I  suppose 
that  by  thia  is  meant  the  "pecuniary  expense  of  wages  to  the 
tutor ;"  for,  as  to  what  the  people  are  to  do,  or  to  contribute  in 
tind,  every  one  who  knows  the  situation  of  our  people  in  the 
country,  knows  it  will  not  be  felt.  The  building  of  the  log- 
houses  will  employ  the  laborers  of  the  ward  three  or  four  days 
in  every  twenty  years.  The  contributions  for  subsistence,  if 
averaged  on  the  families,  would  be  eight  or  nine  pounds  of 
pork,  and  half  a  bushel  of  corn,  for  a  family  of  middling  cir- 
cumstances ;  not  more  than  two  days'  subsistence  of  the  family 
and  its  stock ;  and  less  in  proportion  as  it  could  spare  less. 
There  is  not  a  family  in  the  country  so  poor  as  to  feel  this 
contribution.  It  must  then  be  the  assessment  of  the  pecuniary 
contribution  which  is  thought  so  formidable  an  addition  to  the 
property  tas  wo  now  pay  to  the  State,  that  neither  the  people 
nor  their  representatives  would  agree  to.  Now  let  us  look  this 
objection  in  the  face,  and  bring  it  to  the  unerring  test  of 
figures;  premising  that  this  pecuniary  tax  is  to  be  of  $150 
on  a  ward. 

Not  possessing  the  documents  which  would  give  me  the  num- 
bers to  bo  quoted,  correctly  to  an  unit,  I  shall  use  round  num- 
bers, so  near  the  truth,  that,  with  the  further  advantage  of 
facilitating  our  calculations  as  we  go  along,  they  will  make  no 
sensible  error  in  the  result.  I  will  proceed  therefore  on  the 
following  postulates,  and  on  the  ground  that  there  are  in  the 
whole  State  one  hundred  counties  and  cities. 
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The  free  white  inhabitanta  of  all  ages 

and  sexes,  at  the  last  census  were       600,000  6,000 

The  number   of  militia  was   some- 

whero  about  80,000  800 

The  number  of  captain's  companies, 

of  67  each,  would  be  about  1,200  12 

Eree  white  inhabitants  for  every  mi- 
litia company,  60O,000h-1,200  500  500 
The  tax   on    property   paid    to    the 

State  is  nearly         -         -         --  500,000  5,000 

Let  us  then  proceed,  on  these  data,  to  compare  the  expense 
of  the  proposed,  and  of  the  exiatiiig  system  of  primary  schools. 
I  have  always  supposed  that  the  wards  should  be  so  laid  off  as 
to  comprehend  the  number  of  inhabitants  necessary  to  furnish 
a  captain's  company  of  militia.  This  is  before  stated  at  500 
persons  of  al!  ages  and  sexes.  From  the  tables  of  mortality 
(Buffon's)  we  find  that  where  there  are  500  persons  of  all  ages 
and  sexes,  there  will  always  be  14  in  their  10th  year,  13  and  a 
fraction  in  their  11th,  and  13  in  their  12th  year ;  so  that  the 
children  of  these  three  years  (which  arc  those  that  ought  to  be 
devoted  to  the  elementary  schools,)  will  be  a  constant  number 
of  40;  about  enough  to  occupy  one  teacher  constantly.  Ilia 
wages  of  ^150,  partitioned  on  these  40,  make  their  teaching 
cost  $3f  a  piece,  annually.  If  wo  reckon  as  many  heads  of 
families  in  a  ward  as  there  are  militia  (as  I  think  we  may,  the 
unmarried  militia  men  balancing  in  numbers,  the  married  and 
unmarried  exempts,)  $150  on  67  heads  of  families  (if  levied 
equally)  would  be  $2  24  on  each.  At  the  sa.me  time  the  pro- 
perty tax  on  the  ward  being  $5,000-^12,  or  $416,  and  that 
again  subdivided  on  67  heads  of  families  (if  it  were  levied 
equally)  would  he  $6  20  on  a  family  of  middling  circum- 
stances, the  tax  which  it  now  pays  to  the  State.  So  that  to 
$6  20,  the  present  State  tax,  the  school  tax  would  udd  $2  24, 
■which  is  about  36  cents  to  the  dollar,  or  one-third  to  the  pre- 
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Bent  property  tax;  and  to  the  whole  State  would  be  $150X 
1,200  wards,  equal  to  $180,000  of  tax  added  to  the  present 
$500,000. 

Now  let  ua  see  what  the  present  primary  schools  cost  us,  on 
the  supposition  that  all  the  children  of  10,  11,  and  12  years 
old  are,  as  they  ought  to  bo  at  school ;  and,  if  they  are  not,  so 
much  the  worse  is  the  system;  for  they  will  fee  untaught,  and 
their  ignorance  and  vices  will,  in  future  life,  cost  us  nrnoh 
dearer  in  their  consequences,  than  it  would  have  done,  in  their 
correction,  by  a  good  education. 

I  am  here  at  a  loss  to  say  what  is  now  paid  to  our  English 
elementary  schools,  generally  through  the  State.  In  my 
own  neighborhood,  those  who  formerly  received  from  208,  to 
SOs.  a  scholar,  now  have  from  20  to  30  dollars ;  and  having  no 
other  information  to  go  on,  I  must  use  my  own  numbers :  the 
result  of  which,  however,  will  he  easily  corrected,  and  accom- 
modated to  the  average  price  through  the  State,  when  ascer- 
tained ;  and  will  yet,  I  am  persuaded,  leave  abundance  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  systems. 

Taking  a  medium  of  $25,  the  40  pupils  in  each  ward,  now 
cost  $1,000  a  year,  instead  of  $150,  or  $15  on  a  family, 
instead  of  $2  24:  and  the  1,200  wards  cost  to  the  whole 
State  $1,200,000  of  tax,  in  addition  to  the  present  $500,000, 
instead  of  $180,000  only ;  producing  a  difference  of  $1,020,000 
in  favor  of  the  ward  system,  more  than  doubling  the  present 
tax,  instead  of  adding  one-third  only,  and  should  the  price  of 
tuition,  which  I  have  adopted  from  that  in  my  own  neighbor- 
hood, be  much  above  the  average  through  the  State,  yet  no 
probable  correction  will  bring  the  two  systems  near  a  level. 

But  take  into  consideration,  also,  the  important  difference, 
that  the  $1,200,000  are  now  paid  by  the  people,  as  a  poll  tax, 
the  poor  having  as  many  children  as  the  rich,  and  paying  the 
whole  tuition  money  themselves;  whereas,  on  the  proposed 
ward-levies  the  poor  man  would  pay  in  proportion  to  his  hut 
and  peeuliura  only,  while  the  rich  would  pay  on  their  palaces 
and  principalltioa.     It  cannot,    then,  be   that   the    "  people " 
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will  not  agree  to  have  their  tuition  tax  lightened  bj  levies  on 
the  ward,  rather  than  on  theraselyes ;  and  as  I  little  believe 
that  their  "representatives"  will  disagree  to  it;  for  even  the 
rich  will  pay  leas  than  they  now  do.  The  portion  of  the 
$180,000,  which,  on  the  ward  system,  they  will  pay  for  the 
edncation  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  of  their  own  children,  will 
not  be  as  much  as  they  now  pay  for  their  own  alone. 

And  will  the  wealthy  individual  have  no  retribution  ?  and 
what  will  this  be  ?  1.  The  peopling  his  neighborhood  vfith 
honest,  useful,  and  enlightened  citizens,  understanding  their 
own  rights,  and  firm  in  their  perpetuation.  2.  When  his  own 
descendants  become  poor,  which  they  generally  do  within  three 
generations,  (no  law  of  primogeniture  now  perpetuating  wealth 
in  the  same  families,)  their  children  will  be  educated  by  the 
then  rich ;  and  the  little  advance  he  now  makes  to  poverty, 
while  rich  himself,  will  be  repaid  by  the  then  rich,  to  his  de- 
scendants when  become  poor,  and  thus  give  them  a  chance  of 
rising  again.  This  is  a  solid  consideration,  and  should  go 
home  to  the  bosom  of  every  parent.  This  will  be  seed  sown  in 
fertile  ground.  It  is  a  provision  for  his  family  looking  to  dis- 
tant times,  and  far  in  duration  beyond  that  he  has  now  in 
hand  for  them.  Let  every  man  count  backwards  in  his  own 
family,  and  see  how  many  generations  he  can  go,  before  he 
comes  to  the  ancestor  who  made  the  fortune  he  now  holds. 
Most  will  ho  stopped  at  the  first  generation,  many  at  the 
second,  few  will  reach  the  third,  and  not  one  in  the  State  go 
beyond  the  fifth. 

I  know  that  there  is  much  prejudice,  even  among  the  body 
of  the  people,  against  the  expense  and  even  the  practicability 
of  a  sufiicicnt  establishment  of  elementary  schools,  but  I  think 
it  proceeds  from  vague  ideas  on  a  subject  they  have  never 
brought  to  the  test  of  facts  and  figures;  but  our  representatives 
will  fathom  its  depth,  and  the  people  could  and  would  do  the 
same,  if  the  facts  and  considerations  belonging  to  the  subject 
were  presented  to  their  minds,  and  their  subsequent  as  cer- 
tainly as  their  previous  approbation,  would  be  secured, 
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Eut  if  the  whole  expense  of  the  elementary  schools,  wages, 
subsistence,  and  buildings,  are  to  come  from  the  literary  fund, 
and  if  we  are  to  wait  until  that  fund  should  be  accumulated  to 
the  requisite  amount,  we  may  justly  fear  that  some  one  un- 
lucky Legislature  will  intervene  within  the  time,  change  the 
whole  appropriation  to  the  lightening  of  taxes,  and  leave  us 
where  we  now  are. 

There  is,  however,  an  intermediate  measure  which  might 
bring  the  two  plans  together.  If  the  literary  fund  be  of  one 
and  a  half  million  of  dollars,  take  the  half  million  for  the  col- 
leges and  university,  it  will  establish  them  meagrely,  and  make 
a  deposit  of  the  remaining  million.  Its  interest  of  $60,000 
will  $50  to  each  ward,  towards  the  teacher's  wages,  and  reduce- 
that  tax  to  24  instead  of  30  cents  to  the  dollar ;  and  as  tlis 
literary  fund  continues  to  accumulate,  give  one-third  of  the 
increasa  to  the  colleges  and  university,  and  two-thirds  to  the 
ward-schools.  The  increasing  interest  of  this  last  portion  will 
be  continually  lessening  the  school  tax,  until  it  will  estinguisli 
it  altogether ;  the  subsistence  and  buiidtngs  remaining  always 
to  be  furnished  by  the  ward  in  kind. 

A  system  of  genera!  instruction,  which  shall  reach  every  de- 
scription of  our  citizens,  from  the  richest  to  the  poorest,  as  it 
was  the  earliest,  so  will  it  be  the  latest,  of  all  the  public  con- 
cerns in  which  I  shall  permit  myself  to  take  an  interest.  Nor 
am  I  tenacious  of  the  form  in  which  it  shall  be  introduced.  Be 
that  wiiat  it  may,  our  descendants  will  bo  as  wise  as  we  are, 
and  will  know  how  to  amend  and  amend  it  until  it  shall  suit 
their  circumstances.  Give  it  to  us,  then,  in  any  shape,  arid 
receive  for  the  inestimable  boon  the  thanks  of  the  young  and 
the  blessings  of  the  old,  who  are  past  all  other  services  but 
prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  their  country  and  blessings  to 
those  who  promote  it. 

Th:  Jbi]?1';rsox. 

Joseph  C.  Cahell,  Es'j, 
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MoNTiCELLO,  January  15,  1818. 
Lbar  Sik,— Tte  messenger  who  carried  mine  of  yesterday, 
brought  me  in  return  yours  of  the  5th.  I  shall  he  anxious  to 
hear  frora  yovi  after  our  report  of  the  8th  shall  have  been  laid 
before  the  Legislature,  and  to  learn  what  impression  it  makes ; 
because  that  shows  how  near  we  are  to  the  accompliahmont  of 
a  good  college,  one  that  cannot  but  be  thought  of  some  value 
to  the  State,  and  the  urgency  of  their  enabling  us  to  complete 
it,  $50,000  would  give  us  the  other  two  professorships,  which 
would  complete  it;  but  unless  ive  can  get  $25,000  at  least,  to 
give  us  a  mathematical  professor,  we  shall  begin  very  inauspi- 
ciously.  If  even  this  is  refused,  perhaps  the  statement  in  our 
report  developing  the  public  (and  not  local)  character  of  our 
institution,  may  give  a  spur  to  subscriptions  in  counties  ap- 
pearing as  yet  indifferent  to  it.  The  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture might  aid  us  in  that  way.  Our  subscriptions  being  an- 
nual only,  and  half  the  money  at  least  being  necessary  the 
ensuing  summer,  we  must  get  you  to  enquire  which  of  the 
banks  will  advance  us  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  dollars 
through  the  course  of  the  summer,  and  on  what  terms.  This 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  known,  before  we  venture  on  con- 
tracts. I  wrote  my  letter  of  yesterday  in  such  haste,  that  I 
had  not  time  to  read  it  over  before  despatching  it  for  tho  mail. 
On  reading  afterwards  the  polygraph  copy  retained,  I  observed 
in  the  antepenultimate  line  an  error  of  one  word  for  another, 
to  wit:  "blessings"  of  the  young  instead  of  "thanks"  of  the 
young,  which  be  so  good  as  to  correct,  and  to  accept  assuran- 
ces of  my  friendship  and  respect. 

Tn  :  Jebtersois. 
Mr.   CabeU. 
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J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

EiCHHOND,  22dJauuary,  18J8. 
Deab  Sir, — I  hope  you  will  not  tKiok  me  neglectful  in  not 
haying  sooner  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  and  of  6th,  14th  and  15th  instants,  to  all  of 
which  I  have  paid  all  the  attention  compatible  with  my  imme- 
diate and  indispensahle  duties  in  the  Senate.  Your  letter  of 
31st  ultimo,  not  seeming  to  demand  a  speedy  answer,  I  have 
taken  tho  liberty  to  lay  it  by  for  some  weeks,  till  I  could  con- 
veniently institute  the  necessary  search  in  the  Register's  office, 
and  the  proper  enquiries  from  the  members  from  the  part  ftf 
the  State  in  which  the  land  is  supposed  to  he  situated.  It 
shall  be  attended  to  in  the  course  of  one  or  two  weeks.  Al! 
your  letters  relative  to  the  Central  College  and  the  Literary 
I"und,  are  received  with  pleasure  and  gratitude,  and  imme- 
diately communicated  to  such  gentlemen  in  the  House  of 
Pelegates,  as  I  think  it  important  should  see  them.  As  soon 
as  the  report  arrived,  I  read  it  with  great  satisfaction,  waited 
upon  the  Governor  and  delivered  it  to  him,  and  requested  him 
to  communicate  it,  without  delay,  to  the  Assembly.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House 
of  Delegates,  one  of  which  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose 
you.  I  have  been  particular  in  my  enquiries  as  to  the  impres- 
sion made  by  it  on  the  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 
It  seems  to  have  been  received  as  an  able  production  with  some 
great  names  attached  to  it ;  but  docs  not  appear  to  have  had 
any  material  influence  on  the  feelings  or  opinions  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  Among  an  enlightened  few  it  has  been 
read  with  favor  and  admiration.  It  cannot  but  add  weight  to 
onr  claims  on  the  Legislature,  As  soon  as  I  opened  your 
letter  of  14th,  defending  your  scheme  of  primary  schools,  I 
went  in  search  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Schools  and 
Colleges,  made  him  copy  it,  and  handed  the  copy  to  Mr.  Scott, 
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Chairman  of  the  Oomniittee,  whilst  I  am  myself  comimini- 
cating  the  original  to  other  memhers  of  the  House.  The 
Cotamittee,  after  long  delays,  have  at  length  reported  a  bill 
containing  the  outlineB  of  your  bill,  with  some  modifications. 
What  these  are  I  am  unable  now  to  iuforni  jou,  but  will  en- 
close jou  a  copy  ae  soon  as  the  printed  copies  come  out,  which 
will  be  to-morrow  or  next  day.  I  am  informed  that  the  popu- 
lar scheme  is  to  give  all  the  Literary  Fund  to  primary  schools. 
But  nothing  seems  ilecided  on.  The  hili  will  he  taken  up  in 
the  House  of  Delegates  on  29th  instant.  A  motion  has  been 
made  in  that  House  to  remove  the  Seat  of  Government.  It 
was  brought  forward  Ijy  *  *  *  *  *j  and  I  cannot  but  suspect 
that  he  has  been  stimulated  to  make  it  by  some  artful  man 
beyond  the  Eidge,  with  the  view  of  rekindling  sectional  feel- 
ings, *****  ig  indiscreet  enough  to  appear  among  the 
advocates.  I  have  endeavored,  through  *****  to  keep 
him  quiet;  but  he  still  goes  on,  and  as  far  as  his  voice  can  be 
supposed  to  speak  that  of  his  enlightened  constituents,  his 
course  ia  calculated  to  injure  the  cause  of  the  Ooliege.  He 
seems  to  bo  lukewarm  in  that  cause,  notwithstanding  his  pro- 
fessions to  the  contrary.  The  proposition  to  remove  the  Seat 
of  Government  has  been  voted  reasonable  by  the  Committee, 
but  will  be  voted  out  in  the  House.  *****  hang  upon 
our  flanks,  and  encumber  every  step  of  our  progress.  If  that 
pitiful  place  were  not  in  existence,  wo  could  get  along,  but,  as 
it  is,  I  fear  they  will  mar  our  success.  *****  jj^^g  been 
drawn  over  to  the  opposite  party.  Should  we  fail  here  this 
winter,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  plan  of  your  endeavoring  to 
get  men  of  talents  and  influence,  in  the  middle  country,  to 
come  into  the  next  Assembly.  I  have  already  prevailed  on 
Mr.  William  Brent,  of  Stafford,  to  become  a  candidate.  Mr. 
John  T.  Brooke  will  probably  join  him.  I  applied  to  General 
Cocke  a  few  days  ago ;  ho  is  very  averse,  but  promised  to 
think  of  it.  Wm.  G.  Poindexter,  of  Goochland,  would  come 
in,  but  his  health  will  not  admit  of  it.  You  and  Mr.  Madison 
and  Mr.  Monroe  might  greatly  aid  in  this  business.     Excuse 
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the  digresaion.  I  am  noiv  treating  with  the  banka  for  the 
proposed  loan.  Tou  shall  hear  from  me  again  very  soon. 
Before  I  conclude,  I  will  barely  observe,  that  if  no  University 
shall  be  created,  I  think  of  getting  a  bill  introduced,  praying 
for  an  annuity  out  of  the  Literary  Fund,  ae  the  most  accept- 
able shape  in  which  we  could  approach  the  Assembly.  Our 
$40,000  could  be  expended  in  the  buildings,  and  the  annuity 
might  go  to  endow  the  profess  or  ship  a.  Three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  would  suffice,  but  ought  we  not  tO  ask  for 
$5000  ?  I  enclose  you  a  note  from  Chancellor  Taylor  to 
shew  the  feelings  excited  in  liberal  men  by  your  exertions  in 
the  cause  of  education. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Jos.  C,  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeferson. 

Note  of  OhaniieUor   Taylor  to  Mr.  Gabdl. 

Mahohesteb,  UQi  Jarniaiy,  1818, 

Creed  Taylor  presents  his  affections  U>  Mr,  Cabel!,  of  tlie  Senate. 

C.  T.  has  read,  with  much  interest,  the  bills  and  documents  in 
relation  to  a  system  of  public  education ;  and  he  would  be  delighted 
to  see  such  a  system  adopted.  Amend  it  afterwards,  if  necessary,  to 
remove  those  objections  which  may  occur  in  the  operations  of  the 
plan.  He  is  pleased  with  the  system,  first,  because  he  sees  in  it 
much  publio  good ;  and  secondly,  because  it  comes  from  the  pen  of 
one  who  has  done  so  much  for  his  fellow-man ;  for  C.  T.  would  be 
among  the  last  who  should  refuse  to  that  distinguished  sage  anything 
that  would  enable  him  to  sing  with  pleasure  hie  "miMic  demittas." 
Should  the  plan,  however,  faO,  Mr.  Cabell  m.iy  command  freely  the 
services  of  C,  T,,  as  one  of  the  friends  of  the  Central  College,  to 
which  he  means,  if  necessary,  to  make  a  liberal  doDation. 
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J.    C.    U.    TO    T,    J, 

RicumoKD,  23d  J"aiiuai7,  1818. 
Dear  Sie, — As  I  came  out  of  the  Capitol  to-day  I  received 
from  one  of  the  door-keepers  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  bill* 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges,  which  I 
have  hastily  looted  over,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  eonfesa  my- 
self greatly  disappointed.  Indeed,  sir,  the  prospect  before  us 
is  dreary.  Perhaps  the  subject  may  be  dressed  up  in  the 
House,  but  when  a  committee  begins  so  in  auspiciously,  the 
affair  generally  ends  in  smoke.  I  really  think  our  only  safe 
course  is  to  look  around,  select  suitable  persons,  and  try  to 
prevail  on  thera  to  come  into  the  next  Assembly.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject of  infinite  delicacy,  and  should  bo  handled  with  great  dis- 
cretion; but  a  few  weeks  will  shew  it  is  our  only  depsndence. 
I  have  not  been  as  quick  in  getting  an  answer  from  tlie  banks 
as  you  may  desire.  It  will  not  he  till  Friday,  30th,  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  procure  a  written  answer.  But  I  have  ascer- 
tained, to  my  satisfaction,  that  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
institutions,  the  Visitors  will  be  obliged  to  render  themselves 
liable  in  their  individual  capacities,  in  order  to  procirre  the 
proposed  loan.  As  I  came  from  the  Capitol,  to-day,  I  beard 
the  result  of  the  ayes  and  noes  in  the  Lower  House,  on  the 
question  to  postpone  tho  resolution  for  removing  the  Seat  of 
Government.  It  was  postponed  by  a  large  majority.  It  is 
just,  that  I  should  observe  that  lotJi  your  representatives  voted 
for  the  postpoiiement.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  writing  you 
on  such  paper,  as  I  did  not  know  my  deficiency  till  I  sat  down; 
and  I  believed  jou  would  like  a  spoedy  commumcation, 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeff-srson. 

*  It  appefirs,  at  lengtli,  in  tie  Eiohmond  Enriuirer  of  the  day. 
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J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

EiCHMONi>,  1st  February,  1818. 
Dkae  Sin, — Since  I  last  wrote  you,  the  enclosed  aubatitutes 
for  Mr.  Scott's,  or  the  Committee's  hill,  have  been  offered  in 
the  Houao  of  Delegates.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Chesterfield,  a  mem- 
ber of  good  talents  and  standing  in  that  House,  has  promised 
me  to  offer  your  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole.  I  totally 
dispair  of  the  success  of  any  general  plan  ivhatsoeYer  ;  but  I 
think  it  important,  in  several  points  of  view,  that  your  bill 
should  be  printed,  and  get  into  the  view  of  the  public.  Our 
only  hope  now  is  to  get  some  small  appropriation  by  a  par-  ■■ 
ticular  bill  on  the  failure  of  the  general  plan.  I  have  often 
observed  a  disposition  in  the  Assembly  to  console  the  disap- 
pointed by  granting  them  something  on  the  failure  of  a  favorite 
seheme.  Miserable  omen  for  science  and  literature  that  tlieir 
fvionds  should  fly  to  such  a  sentiment,  on  such  an  occasion! 
Yet,  it  would  be  better  to  do  this  than  to  fail  altogether. 
From  my  conversations  with  the  members,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  an  application  for  an  annuity  out  of  the  produce 
of  the  Literary  Fund  would  be  most  likely  to  succeed.*  Our 
subscription  money  might  be  appropriated  entirely  to  the 
buildings,  whilst  the  annuity  might  be  applied  to  the  endow- 
ment of  Professorships.  I  imagine  it  would  be  advisable  to 
ask  for  a  sum  not  cseeoding  $5000  per  annum,  and  the  smaller 
the  more  likely  to  succeed.  Would  you  have  the  kindnesa  to 
write  a  short  bill  upon  the  plan  proposed,  and  to  enclose  it  by 
the  return  of  the  mall,  for  every  thing  coming  from  your  pen 
would  have  a  peculiar  weight  with  many  persons  here  ?    I  should 


*  As  a  sufficient  appropriation  for  tbe  oomplBtLon  of  the  bnildinga,  and  for 
Other  purpoaee,  oould  not  at  onoe  be  obtaiaed,  it  will  hereafter  appear  tbat 
this  yrsa  a  most  important  step  in  their  future  progress,  and  that  it  ci 
to  be  ft  source  of  the  prosperity  and  stability  of  the  in 
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not  trouble  you  with  this  request,  after  the  vast  trouble  you 
have  already  had  with  this  business,  but  I  know  that  a  very 
short  bill  will  awswer  the  intended  purpose,  and  the  last  effort 
should  be  made  as  perfect  as  possible.  Time  is  now  precious, 
and  I  hope  to  hear  from  jou  without  delay. 

I  am  now  in  a  course  of  enquiry  relative  to  the  land  of  Mr. 
Des  Easarta,  I  have  procured  a  duplicate  patent  from  the 
Land  Of&co,  and  find,  at  the  Auditor's,  that  the  land  has  never 
been  listed  on  the  Commissioner's  hooka.  I  shall  probably 
engage  Mr,  Davidson,  the  Senator  from  the  North-west,  in  the 
requisite  enquiries.  You  shall  hear  again  from  me  on  this 
subject. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 


J.   c.   C.   TO   T.   J. 


JD,  1st  Feljruai-y,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — Since  the  date  of  my  last  letter  to  you,  I  have 
had  conferences  with  the  Presidents  of  the  three  banks  in  this 
place,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  loan,  in  the  anticipation 
of  the  resources  of  the  College,  The  enclosed  letters  between 
Dr.  Brockenbrough  and  myself  contain  the  best  terms  which  it 
has  been  in  my  power  to  procure.  From  my  conversation 
with  Mr.  Hatcher,*  I  am  led  to  douht  whether  the  Farmers' 
Bank  would  give  the  same  accommodation  in  point  of  time. 
And  Colonel  Nicholas  assures  me  that  the  Visitors  could  not 
obtain  better  terms  from  any  bank  whatever.  I  had  prepared 
the  same  letter  mutatis  mutandis,  for  Mr.  Hatcher,  but  as  my 
conference  with   him  left  me  so  little  room   to  hope  for  an 

*  Mr.  BeDJainio  ilutolier,  I'lcsident  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virpnia. 
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amelioration  of  the  terms,  I  thought  it  ivould  be  most  agreea- 
ble to  jou  not  to  aend  it  to  the  bank.  I  endeavored  to  prevail 
on  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  through  the  medium  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  consent  to  the  loan,  without  making  the  Visitors 
liable  in  their  individual  characters  ;  but  such  an  idea  was  at 
once  pronounced  inadmissible  as  well  by  himself  as  by  the 
Board  of  Directors.  Col,  Nicholas  thinks  no  bank  would  or 
ought  to  accede  to  such  a  proposition.  Mr.  Watson  is  now  in 
town.  I  met  him  on  my  way  to  tho  Bank  of  Virginia,  read  to 
him  my  letter  to  the  President,  and  told  him  that  I  expected 
we  should  be  required  to  sign  the  notes  in  our  character  as 
individuals  To  this  he  ■'eemed  opposed  ;  however,  my  oppor- 
tunity of  conveiamg  with  him  was  very  unfavorable  to  satis- 
factoiy  explinitun  I  expect  to  see  him  again  before  he 
le'i\e=(  town  Fir  myself,  I  cin  only  sty  that  I  will  bo  willing 
to  follow  youi  own  example  My  situation  as  to  money  mat- 
teis  wjuld  make  it  \ery  ineonvtnient  and  hazardous  for  me  to 
be  called  on  to  advince  a  laige  sum  at  any  period  within  a 
few  YLais  fiom  this  time  But  in  ihit  ease  I  imagine,*  there 
would  be  no  d-^ngei  Though  the  hank  is  not  pledged  to  wait 
for  the  iouith  instalment,  I  nm  inclined  to  thmk  they  would 
continue  our  note  iov  the  amnunt  of  any  deficiency  in  the 
payments  uf  thi,  second  and  thud 

I  am   detr  bii,  faithfully  ynut, 

Jo  EPH  C.  Oajjbll, 
if/.  Jcfa-son. 

p.  S.  *  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  called  again  on  Dr. 
Br ockenb rough,  and  having  shewn  him  this  statement,  I  am 
authorized,  by  him,  to  inform  you  that  he  thinks  my  expec- 
tation would  not  be  disappointed. 

J.  G.  C. 

Letter  of  Jo&epk  C.   Cabell  to  the  President  of  the.  Battle  of  Vir/finia. 

Richmond,  30th  January,  1818. 

Deae  8ib, — I  am  authorized  and  dciired  by  the  Visitors  of  the 
Central  College  to  apply  to  the  Banks  of  this  city  for  the  purpose  of 
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procaring  a  loan,  in  aaticipation  of  a  part  of  tlie  money  which  has 
been  suhserihed  to  that  institution. 

I  beg  leavo  to  enclose,  for  the  conaideration  of  yourself  and  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Bank,  over  which  yon  preside,  the  accom- 
panying report  made  by  the  Visitors  of  that  College  to  the  O-ovemor, 
and  by  him  communicated  fo  the  General  Assembly.  From  this 
document,  you  will  bo  enabled  to  judge  of  the  character  and  prospects 
of  the  College,  and  to  decide  wtether  it  does  not  merit  the  support 
and  co-operation  of  every  other  patriotic  iustitution  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 

From  the  fourth  paragraph  in  the  report,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
moneys  subscribed  to  the  College  amount  to  eomewhat  more  than 
$40,000,  and  are  payable  in  four  annual  installments.  The  first  pay- 
ment will  take  place  on  first  April  next.  In  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
summer,  the  Visitors  will,  probably,  find  it  expedient  to  borrow  ten 
or  twenty  thousand  dollais,  in  anticipation  of  the  second  and  third 
payments;  and  as  a  security  for  the  re-payment  of  the  loan  would 
pledge  the  three  last  installments  I  beg,  sir,  to  be  informed  whether 
the  Bank  of  Virginia  wjuld  be  willinf^  to  lend  the  money;  and  if 
willing,  upon  what  terms  as  to  the  duration  of  the  loan,  and  the 
nature  of  the  security  to  be  given 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  observe,  thit  p  st  etperienee  induces  mo  to  hope 
and  expect  that  on  an  occasion  like  the  present,  where  the  public- 
welfare  is  deeply  concerned  m  i  valuable  institution,  the  Bank  of 
Virginia  will  shew  every  disposition  to  lend  its  funds,  upon  the  most 
liberal  and  advantageous  tprms 

I  am,  sir,  with  seatimenti  of  gicat  lespect  and  esteem, 
Youi  obtdient  seivint, 

Joseph  C.  Caeell. 

Answer  of  the  President  of  the  Sank  of   Virginia. 

Banc  of  Virginia,  Slst  Jamiary,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  relating  to  a  loan  from  this  Bank  for  the 


e  of  the  Central  College,  has  been  submitted  to  the  ci 
the  Board  of  Directors.  It  is  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  Bank  to 
give  any  assurance  of  extending  loans  beyond  the  limit  of  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  charter  (sixty  days);  but  for  a  purpose  so  beneficial  te 
the  community  aa  the  eatablishment  of  a  college,  the  Directors  are 
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n  jonr  letter,  from  time 
cli  the  second  and  third 
he  College  will  fall  due. 
sitors,  or  a  part  of  them, 
ory,  notwi  til  Stan  ding  the 
he  payer  or  endorser  of  a 
d  of  the  Banli:."  Under 
tions  will  be  unnecessary 


With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

I  arn,  sir,  your  most  ohe 

Joseph  C.  CabeU,  Enq. 


John  Brock enbeough. 


J.  c.  c.  TO  T.  J. 

RiCHMOHD,  6th  February,  181S!. 
Dear  Sir, — I  now  pnelose  you  the  duplicate  patent  of  Mr, 
Des  Essarts'  land,  which  I  procured  from  the  land  office, 
together  with  his  letter  to  you,  and  the  French  copy  of  his 
patent.  I  have  retained  a  copy  of  hia  letter  to  you,  of  yours 
to  me  on  the  same  subject,  and  of  the  patent,  which  I  shall 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Davidson,  or  some  other  member, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  particular  information  about  tho 
quality  and  situation  of  the  land.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to 
fmd  a  suitable  person  to  mafee  these  enquiries,  but  I  will  make 
the  best  selection  in  my  power.  I  have  paid  $4  67  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  and  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  State;  which  I  have  done  with  pleasure,  as  it  gave 
me  a  small  opportunity  of  manifesting  my  gratitude  for  the 
many  civilities  I  received  from  Mr.  Des  Essarts'  countrymen. 
Situated  as  that  gentleman  is,  and  making  his  appeal  through 
Gen.  Kosciusko  to  the  attention  of  Virginians,  I  should  despise 
the  man  who  would  hesitate  to  lend  his  aid  on  such  an  occasion. 
I-beg,  therefore,  that  not  a  word  may  be  said  about  returning 
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the  pittance  I  have  contributed.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power 
to  render  more  effectual  services  to  him.  You  sliall  hear  fur- 
ther from  me  on  this  subject. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Chesterfield,  offered  your  bill  as  a 
substitute  for  Mr.  Scott's.  I  have  already  apprised  you  of  the 
state  of  things  upon  this  subject.  A  motion  was  made  to 
print  500  copies,  which  failed.  A  motion  to  print  250  copies 
prevailed.  But  a  part  of  the  House  opposed  the  printing  at 
all.  I  have  sought  for  information  as  to  the  cause  of  thia 
opposition.  I  believe  it  proceeded  chiefly  from  the  back 
country  members,  !For  two  months  certain  persons  have  been 
training  those  members  to  oppose  all  that  could  come  from  you. 
The  back  country  spirit  has  been  industriously  excited.  They 
are  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  losing  the  future  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. I):******** 
*  *  *  You  thought  *  *  *  would  be  with  us.  How 
much  you  ivero  mistaken.  *  ***** 

He  is  for  Staunton  still.  He  tells  me  he  thinks  we  have  con- 
trived to  settle  the  question  in  favor  of  the  Central  College ; 
and  I  think  he  considers  the  chances  are  against  Staunton. 
But  ho  will  contend  still  for  that  place,  and  as  Icng  as  a  ray  of 
hope  remains,  I  believe  he  would  be  disposed  to  depress  the 
Central  College.  In  a  contest  between  Lexington  and  Char- 
lottesville, he  would  probably  be  neatral;  but  I  believe  he 
would  not  regret  to  see  Charlottesville  prevail.  The  friends  of 
Staunton  and  Lexington  wish  to  keep  down  the  Central  Col- 
lege. I  believe  they  would  oppose  the  appropriation  of  a 
dollar  to  it.  Should  it  get  even  a  little  annuity,  it  would  be 
established;  and  one  year  more  would  throw  Staunton  out  of 
the  chase  altogether,  and  Lexington  in  the  back-ground.  For 
these  reasons,  I  believe  the  back  country  will  oppose  a  small 
appropriation  to  the  Central  College  with  nearly  as  much  zeal 
as  it  would  the  establishment  of  the  University  at  that  place. 
Were  it  not  for  the  clashing  of  local  interests,  it  is  probable 
something  might  be  done.  Eat  there  ia  no  doubt  of  the  failure 
of  any  general  plan;  and  although,  in  that  event,  I  should  be 
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disposed  to  try  the  experiment  of  a  particular  bill,  I  am  in- 
formed there  is  but  little  prospect  of  succeas.  But,  in  cverj 
point  of  view,  it  was  right  to  have  your  bill  brought  in  und 
printed.  I  remember,  some  years  ago,  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carr 
was  handed  about  here,  praised  by  a.  few  and  dropped.  I  got 
it  printed,  and  enlightened  men  every  where  were  pleased  to 
see  it.  I  cannot  bear  the  idea  to  have  put  you  to  bo  much 
trouble  for  tho  apparent  gratification  of  a  few  of  our  leas  en- 
lightened members.  Let  the  measure  come  out  from  private 
coteries,  to  the  eye  of  the  State;  and  men  of  intellect  will 
again  be  pleased.  Those  who  oppose  your  views,  say  that  the 
bill  is  a  finished  production  in  theory.  I  will  endeavor  to  send 
you  some  of  the  printed  copies.  There  is  but  little  prospect 
of  doing  anything  in  the  way  of  subscription  through  the  me- 
dium of  members  of  Assembly.  When  every  public  prospect 
fails,  I  will  consult  with  to^  friends  on  that  subject.  It  would 
be  very  important  to  get  liberal  men  to  come  into  the  next 
Assembly.  The  North-western  part  of  Virginia  begins  to 
detach  itself  from  the  South-western.  A  leading  man  from 
that  section  would  carry  off  a  wing  of  the  enemy's  army.  If 
such  a  man  as  General  Jackson*  would  come  here  from  that 
quarter,  Wm.  Eui'well  from  the  South,  &c.  &c.,  and  would  sup- 
port your  views,  the  game  would  be  safe.  This  is  a  delicate 
subject.  Eut  perhaps  the  happiness  of  the  present  and  future 
generations  depend  upon  the  execution  of  the  plan.  I  write 
now,  and  shall  continue  to  write  to  you,  with  freedom  about 
men,  because  I  know  it  to  be  impossible  to  lay  open  the  secret 
springs  of  action  without  such  freedom,  and  wherever  confi- 
dence is  proper,  you  will  observe  it. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Jos.  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeferson. 
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J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    S. 

EiCHMONT),  JOth  Febrnarj,  1818. 
Dear  Sie, — I  now  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  a 
printed  copy  of  your  hill,  the  printer  having  just  sent  the 
copies  to  the  house.  The  subject  will  he  agitated  in  the  House 
of  Delegates  on  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day,  I  have  no  rea- 
sons to  change  my  anticipations  as  to  the  result  of  the  mea.- 
aures  respectiog  the  literary  fund,  stated  in  my  former  letters 
to  you.  Yet  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  still  to  persevere  in 
efforts  to  secure  a  successful  issue.  In  revolving  the  subject  in 
my  mind,  I  yesterday  thought  of  a  new  expedient,  which  I 
have  actually  resorted  to,  and  for  which  I  wish  to  obtain  your 
forgiveness  and  approbation.  The  measure  alluded  to,  is  the 
publication  in  the  Enquirer,  with  some  small  modifications,  of 
your  letter  to  me  of  14tfi  January.  It  seemed  to  me  that  such 
a  letter  appearing  in  the  Enquirer  on  the  day  on  which  the 
bill  should  be  discussed  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  was  calcu- 
lated to  give  weight  to  the  friends  of  science.  I  paused,  how- 
ever, at  the  idea  of  publishing  a  private  letter  from  you,  with- 
out your  previous  approbation.  In  this  state  of  embarrass- 
ment, I  consulted  with  Mr.  Somcrs  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
with  my  brother  William,  and  with  Col.  Nicholas.  To  those 
gentlemen  I  propounded  these  questions:  First,  Would  the 
publication  of  the  letter  conflict  with  any  thing  in  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Scott,  or  injure  the  cause  of  public  education,  by  furnish- 
ing a  plausible  ground  for  the  imputation  of  interference  on 
your  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Assembly.  Secondly,  ought  I 
to  talce  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  publishing  your  let- 
ter, without  previously  obtaining  your  consent.  The  second 
question  was  left  entirely  to  myself.  The  first  question  was 
answered  in  favor  of  my  wishes.  It  was  agreed  that  if  such 
explanatory  sentence  shotild  appear,  as  will  appear,  prefixed  to 
the  letter,  there  would  be  no  conflict  with  my  letter  to  Mr, 
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Scott;  and  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  letter,  it  was  our 
united  opinion  that,  whilst  it  ought,  and  prohahly  would  not 
do  any  harm,  it  would,  and  ought  to  produce  much  good.  In 
that,  we  thought  that  such  a  production  ought  to  be  published 
for  the  public  benefit,  anil  in  justice  to  yourself.  Although 
the  particular  system  of  primary  schools  which  it  advocates, 
might  not,  in  all  its  details,  he  approved,  yet  the  united  force 
of  all  its  arguments  and  statements  in  favor  of  a  general  sys- 
tem of  education,  would  have  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  every 
reflecting  mind.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  determined  to 
publish  the  letter  in  the  shape  in  which  it  will  appear  in  to- 
morrow's Enquirer,  Ool.  Nicholas  advised  me  to  leave  out  the 
statement  in  the  latter  part  of  the  letter,  of  the  amount  which 
would  he  rec^uired  for  the  eatablishment  of  schools  altogether 
supported  by  the  literary  fund.  The  item  for  houses  was 
deemed  too  high,  and  the  amount  of  the  whole  was  calculated, 
in  our  opinion,  to  deter  the  Assembly  from  continuing  its  sup- 
port to  the  fund.  There  being  great  objections  in  the  minds 
of  many  to  a  ward  tax,  and  to  any  Other  system  depending 
solely  for  endowment  on  the  literary  fund,  so  vast  a  sum 
appearing  to  he  necessary  on  your  authority,  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended the  enemies  of  the  system  would  seine  upon  the  esti- 
mate, and  make  use  of  it  to  throw  the  Assembly  into  a  state 
of  despair.  A  small  alteration  in  a  few  words  in  that  part  of 
the  letter  became  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  omission  of 
that  statement.  In  the  commencement  of  the  letter,  where 
you  quote  my  letter,  I  think  you  make  me  speak  more  posi- 
tively than  the  terms  would  warrant.  But  if  I  am  mistaken 
in  this  point,  I  would  wish  to  qualify  my  declarations.  For 
this  reason  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  interpolate  the  words 
"  it  is  apprehended,"  before  the  words,  "  that  neither  the  peo- 
ple nor  their  representatives,"  &c.  With  these  small  modifica- 
tions, your  letter  will  appear  in  the  Enquirer  of  to-morrow.  I 
beg,  sir,  that  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  in  this  instance 
taken  with  you,  without  previously  consulting  you.  Time  did 
not  admit  of  consulting  you,   after  the  idea  of  publication 
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occurred  to  me.  And  I  cannot  but  hope,  that  after  the  com- 
munications that  have  passed  between  us,  and  the  development 
of  my  motives,  as  now  exhibited,  you  will  net  be  ofFeiided  at 
the  unauthorized  step  which  I  have  taken,  and  that  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  sanction  my  conduct  in  this  instance,  as 
you  did  on  a  former  occasion.  Whatever  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  may  be  pleased  to  say  on  this  occasion,  I 
am  satisfied  every  enlightened  and  liberal  man  in  the  State 
will  thank  yon  for  the  attention  you  have  bestowed  on  the 
great  subject  of  national  education. 
I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Your  faithful  friend, 

Joseph  C.  Caeell. 


J.   c.    C.   TO   T,   J, 

RiciiMONii,  12tb  Febvuni-y,  :818. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Louis  Summers,  of  tho  county  of  Kana- 
wha, and  one  of  tho  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  pro- 
poses to  leave  town  in  the  morning,  on  his  return  to  his  con- 
stituents. It  is  possible  that  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to 
call  at  Monticello,  on  his  way  through  Albemarle.  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  offer  him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  you. 
It  would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  become  personally  ac- 
quainted with  you ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  present  him  to  you  as 
one  of  the  most  liberal,  enlightened,  and  upright  gentlemen 
in  the  circle  of  my  acquaintance.  He  has  shown  every  dispo- 
sition to  support  your  plans,  both  general  and  particular,  for 
the  advancement  of  science  in  this  State ;  and  if  the  General 
Assembly  consisted  of  such  men  aa  he  is,  we  should  not  be,  as 
we  are,  the  victims  of  local  interests,  factious  views,   and 
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lamentable  ignorance.     I  remain,  dear  sir,  with  unabated  con- 
fidence and  ostecm. 


Your  faithful  friend, 


LXV.  (a) 


J.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 


Joseph  C.  Cabsll. 


R  ciTMONi)  1  th  Fob  iia  y  I'llS 
De^r  Sip — On  the  llth  instant  the  Hou%  of  Delegates 
went  nto  coiomittee  of  tht  whoie  on  the  'icho  1  hll  when  youi 
bill  was  offeiel  as  a  substitute  foi  the  bill  of  the  committee, 
anlliegiet  to  infoim  you  thit  it  leceived  \eij  tuw  ^otea 
■whilst  the  substitute  of  Hill  of  King  William  containing  a 
provision  for  the  poor  only  was  adopted  The  diipo'^itioii  of 
the  piesent  Hoi  e  of  Delegates  i  now  manifest  foi  a  mall 
appropriation  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  and  the  appHca- 
tion  of  the  rest  of  the  fund  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
State.  Col.  Green  of  the  Senate,  suggested  this  idea  at  the 
last  session ;  but  siuce  that  period,  he  has  3o  far  changed  his 
opinion,  as  to  favor  an  appropriation  for  the  higher  seminaries 
at  the  same  time.  At  least,  as  ho  informed  me  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  he  would  advocate  an  appropriation 
to  the  Central  College.  !From  this  circumstance,  and  from 
what  I  know  of  the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  fund  will  not  he  misapplied  at  this 
session ;  but  I  utterly  despair  of  any  thing  being  done,  either 
for  the  general  system  or  for  the  Central  College.  Indeed, 
from  the  few  votes  your  hill  obtained,  I  now  doubt  the  propri- 
ety of  making  any  application  whatever  on  behalf  of  the  Cen- 
tral College,  lest  the  result  might  not  only  be  unfavorable, 
but  depressing.  If,  therefore,  you  have  not  drafted  the  bill 
rec[ueated  in  my  last,  it  is  scarcely  proper  that  I  should  now 
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put  you  to  that  trouble.  But,  if  jo«  havo  done  so,  it  may  not 
be  amies  to  send  it  on  ;  because,  if  the  present  prospect  should 
continue,  it  might  be  kept  back  till  another  session. 

Mr.  Garth  spoke  to  me  some  time  past  in  regard  to  an 
augmentation  of  the  lottery  of  the  College.  I  find  that  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund  are  authorized 
to  sell  lotteries  for  five  per  cent,  of  the  profits ;  and  I  presume 
from  some  conversation  I  have  had  with  Mr.  Nicholas,  that 
they  would  te  unable  to  accommodate  us  without  demanding 
the  five  per  cent.  In  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  shall  I 
get  a  bill  brought  in  to  augment  the  lottery  or  not  ?  The  ses- 
sion is-  hastening  to  a  close,  and  we  have  no  time  to  lose. 

Indeed,  sir,  from  the  character  of  the  present  House  of 
Delegates,  as  exhibited  in  their  proceedings,  I  should  fear  the 
result  of  an  application  to  them,  even  for  a  lottery.  I  cannot 
but  think  that  certain  local  interests,  as  developed  in  former 
letters,  together  with  another  interest  more  n'idely  diffused, 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  overthrow  of  the  interosts  of 
science  and  literature  in  the  present  General  Assembly.  A 
portion  of  the  middle  country  delegation,  however,  by  co-ope- 
rating with  those,  have  darkened  our  prospects  on  this  occa- 
sion. These,  it  is  thought,  are  opposed  to  the  Central  College, 
partly  because  of  their  hostility  to  some  of  the  persons  who 
support  it,  or  from  other  motives  but  little  more  commendable. 
*  *  *  *  It  is  of  infinite  importance  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  State,  to  send  some  able  and  virtuous  men 
to  the  nest  Assembly.  I  write  you  confidentially,  and  a,m 
with  the  highest  esteem, 

Your  friend, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell, 
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MoKTiCBr.r.0,  Fcbniaiy  10,  ISIS. 

Dear  Sir,— A  resolution  which  I  saw  in  the  papers  for  the 
adjourmnent  of  the  Legislature,  the  day  before  yesterday,  pre- 
vented my  writing  to  you,  in  the  belief  that  it  woidd  not  find 
you  in  Richmond.  Mr,  Summers  noiv  tells  me  he  thinks  you 
will  set  into  the  next  week.  After  acknowledging  the  receipt, 
since  mine  of  January  14  and  15,  of  yours  of  the  22d  and  23d, 
and  of  February  1,  6,  10,  and  12,  the  object  of  this  is  merely 
to  express  my  satisfaction  ivith  your  publication  of  mine  of 
January  14,  and  the  corrections  made  in  it,  and  the  rather  as*^ 
the  motives  for  my  intermeddling  at  all,  had  better  go  forth 
with  my  own  explanations,  than  under  the  misconstructions  of 
those  who  differed  from  me  in  views.  I  suppose  it  probable 
that  the  nest  Legislature,  after  so  much  debating  on  the  sub- 
ject, will  come  with  their  minds  made  up  for  Bomothing,  and 
that  a  provision  of  some  sort  will  be  made,  which  I  think  ought 
to  be,  whatever  those  who  are  to  live  under  it  think  will  be 
best.  I  believe  I  have  erred  in  meddling  with  it  at  all,  and  that 
it  has  done  move  harm  than  good,  A  strong  interest  felt  in 
the  sobject,  and  through  my  whole  life,  ought  to  excuse  me 
with  those  who  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  and  should  protect 
me  against  unfriendly  feelings.  Nobody,  more  strongly  than 
myself,  advocates  the  right  of  every  generation  to  legislate  for 
itself,  and  the  advantages  which  each  succeeding  generation 
has  over  the  preceding  one,  from  the  constant  progress  of 
science  and  the  arts. 

We  must  turn  to  the  affairs  of  the  college,  under  our  pai'- 
tioular  charge,  and  consider  what  we  can  do  for  it,  on  its  own 
scanty  funds.  The  impracticability  of  frequent  meetings  of 
the  visitors,  and  the  difGeulty  of  consultations  by  interchange 
of  letters,  as  well  from  the  labor  of  that  mode,  as  the  delays 
and  uncertaintiea  of  our  cross  posts,  forces  on  me  the  necessity 
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of  assuming  to  act  often  without  the  authority  or  aid  and  coun- 
sel of  my  colleagues.  The  call  for  the  return  of  the  subscrip- 
tion papers  has  produced  little  effect,  so  that  wo  arc  under  con- 
sidei-ablc  uncertainty  as  to  the  amount  of  our  funds.  Yet  a 
serioua  view  of  that  should  now  be  taken  that  we  may  in 
nothing  exceed  our  limits.  What  professors,  and  where  and 
how  to  procure  them,  is  a  question  of  urgency.  On  that  I 
have  seen  no  cause  for  change  of  opinion ;  and  I  suppose  I 
must  now  act  on  that  formerly  given,  and  which  I  had  de- 
ferred until  it  could  be  seen  whether  the  Legislature  would 
give  us  any  help.  In  the  want  of  visitorial  full  meotinga,  I 
should  ba  much  relieved  if  the  members  would  individually 
call  here  whenever  they  happen  to  pass  this  way.  Even  sepa- 
rate conferences  with  them  would  lighten  my  mind  of  some  of 
its  load.  If  you  return  to  the  upper  country,  I  hope  you  will 
make  a  stage  here,  and  give  me  the  benefit  of  a  consultation- 
Accept  the  assurance  of  my  constant  esteem  and  respect. 

'Xh  :  jEFJEiteoN. 

Jos/ph  a.  Cabell,  Esq. 


J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

RicniaoND,  20th  February,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  16th  is  now  before  me.  I  thank 
you  for  your  confirmation  of  what  I  did  with  your  letter- 
Whatever  may  be  the  success  of  a  few  interested  men  in  les- 
sening the  weight  your  advice  ought  to  have  with  the  Assem- 
bly, as  soon  as  the  present  contest  is  over,  your  conduct  will 
command  the  respect  of  all,  as  it  now  does  of  the  enlightened 
and  liberal.  I  hasten  to  apprise  you,  that  our  proeeedinga 
now  seem  likely  to  eventuate  diiferontly  from  what  I  have 
heretofore  expected.  The  school  bill  came  up  to  the  Senate 
in  the  form  of  Mr.  Hill's  amendment.  Wo  engrafted  upon  it 
a  provision  for  an    University.     In  that  shape,  it  passed  here 
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by  a  majority  oi  fourteen  to  three.  This  important  vote  took 
place,  yesterday.  The  hill  has  gone  back  to  the  House  of 
Delegates.  An  attempt  has  boon  made  to  postpone  it,  and 
lost  by  an  immense  majority.  The  bill,  with  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate,  is  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  is  contemplated 
to  amend  it,  so  as  to  provide  that  the  appropriation  for  tbe 
University  shall  not  interfere  with  any  further  appropriation 
that  may  be  necessary  for  the  education  of  the  poor.  The 
bill  now  gives  $45,000  per  annum  to  the  poor,  and  $1.5,000 
to  the  University,  It  is  believed  that  ^15,000  more  will  be 
necessary  for  the  poor  ;  and  5^60,000  is  all  the  product  of  the 
fund  at  this  time.  But  the  product  will  soon  bo  swelled  to 
$90,000,  so  that  it  will  not  materially  affect  tho  appropriation 
for  the  University.  Tn  this  shape  it  is  believed  the  bill  willv 
pass.  It  is  provided  in  the  bil],  that  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil shall  choose  one  commissioner  from  each  Senatorial  dis- 
trict in  the  State,  as  laid  off  by  the  act  of  the  last  Assembly ; 
that  these  commissioners  shall  meet  at  Rockfish  Gap  on  1st 
August,  and  adjourn  from  place  to  place,  and  time  to  time ; 
that  they  shall  report  to  the  nest  Assembly  the  best  site,  plan, 
&c.,  and  the  next  Assembly  will  have  the  whole  subject  in 
their  power.  We  'Ws.yg  fifteen  districts  on  this  side  the  Ridge, 
and  I  think  we  are  safe  in  tlie  hands  of  the  Executive.  If 
this  bill  passes,  perhaps,  our  policy  will  be  to  invest  all  our 
funds  in  buildings,  and  get  them  as  far  advanced  by  August  as 
possible.  But  I  will  not  speculate  on  uncertainties.  I  tremble 
with  anxiety  for  the  great  result  I  anticipate. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

Jos.  C.  Cabell. 

SfT.  JefffTson. 
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LXVIII. 

J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

HiOHjiOND,  22il  February,  181D. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Univeraitj  bill  has  passed  in  the  form  of 
the  enclosed,  with  one  small  exception.  The  appointment  of 
the  commissioners  is  now  a  subject  of  infinite  importance  to 
us.  The  Executive,  I  tliink,  will  do  us  justice.  But  you  will 
observe  that  vacancies  are  to  he  filled  by  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Literary  IFund.  It  was  proposed,  in  the 
committee  of  tlie  Senate,  to  give  the  appointment  in  the  first 
instance  to  them.  To  this  I  objected,  and  then  it  was  agreed 
to  give  it  to  the  Executive.  And  the  fact  is,  that  the  power 
!eft  with  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund, 
was  kept  in,  contrajy  to  my  expectation  and  intention.  I 
relied  upon  the  understanding  that  the  power  was  to  be  given 
to  the  Executive ;  and,  in  the  hurry  of  the  business,  that  part 
of  the  bill  escaped  amendment.  ***** 

I  am  discussing  the  question,  among  our  friends  hero,  whe- 
ther it  would  bo  proper  to  name  you  as  a  commissioner.  The 
duties  of  the  Board  will  be  various  and  important.  It  is  of 
great  consequence  that  I  should  be  forthwith  informed  whether 
you  would  serve,  if  elected.  In  your  answer,  if  possible,  leave 
me  a  discretionary  power.  I  see  no  objection  to  Mr.  Madi- 
son's sewing — and  should  he  be  appointed,  I  entreat  that  you 
will  lay  before  him  the  high  considerations  that  should  induce 
him  to  accept  the  appointment.  Be  pleased  to  do  this  without 
delay.  All  I  want  in  this  business  is  fair  play — to  put  this 
subject  on  a  footing  of  just  reciprocity  between  the  two  sides 
of  the  mountain.  The  suggestion  in  my  last,  relative  to  laying 
out  all  our  funds  in  buildings,  is  now  worthy  of  your  attention. 
Nothing  can  be  more  important  to  ue,  than  to  hasten  our  ope- 
rations. By  the  time  your  answer  gets  here,  the  Assembly 
will  be  up,  but  I  shall  still  be  in  town. 
Faithfully,  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  J^f^rr^on. 
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LXIX. 

[It  will  hfiye  baen  sean,  ffom  the  two  proeedlug  lettera,  that  a  pronisioii 
witB  engrafted  on  the  bill  wbiie  passing  through  tlio  Senate,  for  tbe  appoint- 
ment of  Commisaioaers,  one  from  each  Senatorial  district,  who  should  meet, 
consult,  and  report  to  the  Legislature  thair  yiews  as  to  the  proper  location  of 
the  tTniTOrsitj',  .tb  also  on  other  fundamental  matters.  This  measure  was  of 
Mr.  Cabell's  snggeslion,  wbo  hod  anticipated  iiineh  difficulty  on  that  point. 
He  was  also  desirous  that  Mr.  Jefferson  should  serve  on  that  commission. 
There  are  few  letters  of  the  entire  series  which  exhibit  more  clearlj  the  dis- 
interested magnanimity  of  the  writer  than  the  following,  and  wbioh,  oonld  it 
.hare  been  laid  before  the  pnblio  at  tho  time,  wonld  have  teniled  more  to  disarm 
popular  and  political  prsyndioe.  Both  Mr.  Joffer.^on  and  Mr.  Madison  were 
finally  nominated  of  tho  commission,  and  the  former,  as  their  Ciiairmnn, 
drew  the  report,  which  will  oppeiir  in  the  Appendix,  No.  I.] 

T,    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

MoNTiCBLLO,  Febmary  2G,  1818. 
Dear  Sie, — Yonr  two  favora  of  the  20th  and  22d  came  to 
hand   last  night.      I  congratulate  yon,  sincerely,  on   having 
something  begun  on  the  subject  of  education.     Wh  t  be 

its  faults,  they  ivill  lead  to  correction.     Ton  t    d  ubt 

whether  Mr.  Madison  would  serve  if  named  a  e  n  n  s     n 
for  the  location,  &c.   of  the  University  ?  but  th  an   b    n 

doubt  that  he  would,  and  it  is  most  important  tl  at  h  ah  ul  1 
As  to  myself,  I  should  be  ready  to  do  anything  in  my  power 
for  the  instttntion  ;  but  that  is  not  the  exact  question.  Would 
it  promote  the  success  of  tho  institution  most  for  me  to  be  in 
or  out  of  it  ?  Out  of  it,  I  believe..  It  is  still  to  depend  ulti- 
mately on  the  will  of  the  Legislature;  and  that  has  its  uncer- 
ta.inties.  There  are  fanatics  both  in  religion  and  politics,  who, 
■without  kuowing  me  personally,  have  long  been  taught  to  con- 
sider me  as  a  raw  head  and  bloody  bones,  and  as  we  can  afford 
to  lose  no  votes  in  that  body,  I  do  think  it  would  be  better  that 


yov 


should  be  named  for  our    district.     Do  not   consider  this 


3  mock-modesty ;  it  is  the  cool  and  deliberate  act  of  my  judg- 
ment, I  believe  the  institution  would  be  more  popular  without 
me  than  with  me ;  and  this  is  the  most  important  considera- 
tion— and  I  am  confident  you  would  be  a  more  efficient  mem- 
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ber  of  that  body  than  I  should.  Do,  then,  dear  sir,  act  on 
this  subject  without  any  scruples  as  to  me  or  yourself.  Regard 
nothing  but  the  good  of  the  cause. 

Affectionately,  yours, 

Th;  Jefferson. 

Jas.  C.  C'abeil,  Esq. 


LXX. 

J,  0.  c.  to  T.  J. 

WiLLs's  Tavern,  Fluvanna,  11th  March. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  just  arrived  here  on  my  way  home, 
having  left  my  wife  in  the  lower  country  till  the  roads  get 
better.  My  plan  is  to  stay  at  home  about  a  week,  and  to  call 
upon  you  either  in  going  or  coming.  When  I  get  to  General 
Cooke's,  this  evening,  I  shall  be  informed  whether  there  is  any 
necessity  for  my  calling  on  mj  way  up  ;  should  there  not  be, 
as  I  have  great  occasion  to  see  to  my  domestic  concerns,  I 
shall  defer  my  visit  to  you,  till  I  shall  be  coming  down,  a  week 
or  ten  days  hence.  I  should  be  tempted  to  come  on  to  Monti- 
cello  this  evennig,  but  the  roads  are  horrible,  and  I  am  glad 
to  leave  the  stage,  and  beg  the  loan  of  a  horse.  I  left  Rich- 
mond yesterday  morning.  The  Executive  will  appoint  the 
commissioners  on  the  18th  instant.  Probably  you  will  not  be 
nominated  in  consequence  of  the  consider ations  stated  in  your 
last.  Upon  that  point,  I  consulted  some  four  or  five  of  your 
intelligent  friends,  and  left  the  matter  in  their  hands.  As  for 
myself,  in  the  event  of  your  not  being  appointed,  I  have  taken 
so  active  a  part,  that  I  thought  it  would  be  injurious  to  the 
cause  for  me  to  be  a  member  ;  and  accordingly  to  a  member 
of  the  Executive  who  spoke  of  me,  1  requested  not  to  be  put 
in  nomiKation,  I  shall  be  able  to  say  much  more  to  you,  on 
this  subject,  when  I  have  the  pleasure  to  see  you.  In  the 
interim, 

I  remain,  faithfully,  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Thomas  Jefferton. 
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J.  0.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

Warjiinstbb,  I5th  Mareb,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — I  wrote  you  a  cote  from  "ffills's,  in  Fluvanna, 
on  my  way  up,  in  which  I  mentioned  my  intention  to  call  on 
you  on  my  return  to  the  lower  country.  From  tho  state  in 
which  I  find  my  affairs,  I  expect  it  will  be  the  26th  of  the 
month  before  I  shall  be  at  Monticello.  In  the  interim,  I  think 
it  may  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  say  a  few  words  to  yon  by  letter, 
From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  as  to  the  candidates  in 
the  surrounding  counties,  the  most  prominent  characters  are  of 
that  class  of  men  in  the  middle  country,  who,  though  they  may 
not  be  hostile,  are  not  likely  to  be  zealous  advocates  of  the 
Central  College-  It  was  believed,  in  Richmond,  during  the 
l(Kt  session,  that  if  the  location  question  had  come  on,  that 
there  would  have  been  an  extensive  diversion  in  favor  of  the 
Rockbridge  College,  among  the  representatives  all  along  the 
Eastern  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  This  evil  is  to  bo  appre- 
hended at  the  next  session,  even  if  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners should  recommend  the  Central  College  as  the  site. 
You  wjl!  observe,  that  the  law  requires  them  to  report  any 
voluntary  contributions,  whether  conditional  or  absolute,  whe- 
ther in  land,  money  or  other  property,  which  may  be  offered 
through  them,  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary 
Fund,  for  the  benefit  of  the  University.  I  fear  that  the 
Washington  Academy  will  be  a  dangerous  rival,  even  although 
the  Board  should  prefer  our  site.  A  man  of  the  name  of 
Rohmson,  now  very  old,  and  possessing  an  estate  estimated  to 
be  worth  $100,000,  is  said  to  be  willing  to  give  his  estate,  at 
h^  death,  to  the  University,  provided  it  should  be  located  at 
Lexington.  To  thia  they  will  add  $25,000  of  private  sub- 
scription, and  the  buildings  and  property  of  the  Academy. 
So  that  their  offer,  at  the  period  of  Mr.  Robinson's  death, 
would   amount  to  $150,000.      A  certain   class  of   members 
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would  be  disposed  to  put  the  institution  up  to  the  highest  bid- 
der. It  is  very  important  to  have  an  intermixture  of  true 
friends  and  iiheral  spirits  from  the  middle  country.  I  turned 
my  eye  towards  Randolph  Harrison.  He  is  precisely  such  a 
man  as  would  have  most  effect  on  such  an  occasion.  He  would 
he  a  host  on  our  side.  I  wrote  to  G-en.  Cooke  pressing  him  to 
come  forward,  and  urging  him  to  endeavor  to  prevail  on  Wash- 
ington Trueheart,  of  Louisa,  and  Randolph  Harrison,  to  offer 
for  their  rcapectivo  countiea.  As  I  passed  hy  Bromo,  three 
days  ago,  I  found  General  Oocko  just  returned  from  Mr.  Har- 
rison's, where  he  left  him  recovering  from  a  dreadful  wound  in 
the  abdomen  he  had  received  by  a  fall.  Mr.  H.  sent  me  word 
that  the  people  of  his  county  had  long  been  urging  him  to  offer 
for  the  county,  and,  as  he  had  refused  to  do  eo,  he  did  not 
believe  ho  could  now  be  elected,  were  he  to  come  forward. 
But  Gen.  Oocke  thinks  otherwise :  the  time  is  propitious,  as 
only  one  of  the  old  members  would  he  a  candidate,  and  there 
seems  to  bo  a  difficulty  to  get  men  to  serve.  Gen.  Cocke  agrees 
with  me  entirely  as  to  the  importance  of  having  Mr.  H.  in  the 
House.  I  could  not  prevail  on  the  General  himself,  nor  on  W. 
J.  Carey.  The  latter  could  probably  be  elected  at  this  time 
without  difficulty.  His  grandfather's  debts  deter  him  from  cm- 
harking  in  public  life.  But  would  one  session  seriously  affect 
him  ?  Surely  not.  I  have  had  no  communication  with  Mr. 
Trueheart,  and  shall  not  write  to  him,  having  been  so  unsuc- 
cessful heretofore.  Mr.  Harris  will  offer  in  Louisa,  and  he  will 
do  very  well.  Probably  no  one  has  as  much  influence  with 
Mr.  Carey  and  Mr.  Harrison  aa  you  have.  The  crisis  is  great, 
and  extraordinary  means  are  necessary  to  accomplish  the  great 
object  in  view.  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  to  you  the  idea 
of  your  writing  immediately  to  those  gentlemen  by  special 
messenger.  Mr.  Eppes  could  awake  his  friends  to  the  support 
of  Mr.  Harrison.  Perhaps  you  may  not  approve  this  sug- 
gestion. If  you  should  not,  I  hope  you  will  ascribe  it  to  an 
anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  the  Central  College,  and  the  cause 
of  science,  that  rises  above  that  which  I  feel  for  my  domestic 
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concerns.     will  favor  the  location  of  the  Central  College. 

I  had  this  from  his  intimates  in  Hichmond.  He  now  says,  the 
reason  he  did  not  suhecribe  was  because  the  suhseription  paper 
was  never  handed  to  Mm.  His  new-born  zeal  promises  to  rise 
very  high. 

Faithfully,  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


3.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

Mas.  TiB8lEr's,  81st  March,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — I  forgot  to  leave  with  you,  as  I  intended,  a 
little  book,  called  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Guide,  It  may 
he  acceptable  to  you  at  the  present  crisis,  I  will  thank  you 
for  the  return  of  it,  when  I  come  up  in  May,  as  I  shall  wish 
to  look  over  it  in  the  summer. 

I  am,  dear  air,  very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 
*■.  Jefferson. 


-T.    0.    C.  TO    T.    J". 

Wakmisstek,  30th  July,  1818, 
Dear  Str,— I  send  you,  by  my  brother  William,  the  signa- 
tures of  the  majority  of  the  subscribers  to  the  funds  of  the 
Central  College  in  Nelson  county,  to  the  deed  of  conveyance 
of  the  property  of  the  College  to  the  Commonwealth,  on  the 
condition  of  the  location  of  the  University  at  the  site  of  the 
College.  I  have  met  with  the  ready  assent  of  every  subscriber 
to  whom  I  have  yet  presented  the  paper;  and  I  am  confident 
there  will  not  be  a  single  dissenting  voice.     Indeed,  it  is  solely 
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to  be  ascribed  to  my  own  forgetfulneas  that  the  paper  has  not 
yet  been  presented  to  all  the  subscribers.  It  did  not  occur  to 
my  recollection,  till  to-day,  that  the  iisaent  of  the  subscribers 
should  be  ready  for  the  meeting  of  the  coiuaiissioaers ;  my 
notion  had  bGen,  that  it  roust  be  procured  by  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly.  I  will  thank  you  to  send  the  paper  back  by 
my  brother,  and  I  will  not  fail  to  procure  the  signature  of 
every  subscriber, 

I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Most  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeffencn. 


J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 


)ii,  34tii  October,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  happily  recovering  from  tlie  severe  fever 
which  has  of  late  confined  mo  to  my  bed  for  twenty  days,  but 
am  barely  able  to  tahe  a  turn  across  the  room.  Col.  Coles 
told  mo  the  substance  of  his  conversation  with  you  lately  at 
Jlonticello ;  observing  that  you  wished  to  go  to  Bedford,  and 
had  a  thought  of  calling  on  me  on  your  way,  but  your  health 
being  bad,  it  was  doubtful  whether  you  would  be  strong  enough 
to  perform  the  journey.  It  woald  give  me  very  great  pleasure 
to  see  you  at  my  house.  If  you  should  come,  you  will  find  it 
necessary  to  make  a  circuit,  by  crossing  at  Warren,  and  taking 
the  Warminster  road  at  the  church,  or  a  little  before  you  get 
to  it.  But  I  fear,  sir,  your  state  of  health  will  not  permit  you 
to  travel  without  danger  of  making  it  worse.  Do  not  be 
apprehensive  that  you  will  not  see  me;  as,  if  you  do  not  come 
this  way  before  I  leave  home,  I  will  certainly  come  by  Monti- 
cello.  X  think  my  health  will  admit  of  my  traveling  by  tbe 
10th  of  next  month.  I  would  wish  to  set  oat  sooner,  but 
weakness  or  the  arrangement  of  my  affairs  for  the  winter,  irill 
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probably  detaiu  me  till  then,  if  not  longer.     I  shall  be  oe  the 
road  a  little  before,  or  a  little  after,   the  10th.     The  road 
between  this  and  Warren  is  now  impaasablo  for  a  carriage ;  but 
I  shall  carry  hands  with  me  to  help  me  over  the  gulleys. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  your  friend, 

JosBrH  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jiferson. 


J.  C,  C.  TO   T,  J. 

Ennesooethy,  18Hi  SoTcmbcr,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — I  ai-rived  here  on  11th  instant,  on  my  way  to  ' 
Monticello,  and  on  12th  was  visited  by  a  most  unexpected  and 
mortifying  relapse,  which,  though  in  part  removed,  still  hangs 
lingering  about  me,  has  thrown  me  into  a  weak  and  delicate 
state  of  body,  and  threatens  to  deprive  me  altogether  of  the 
satisfaction  and  advantage  of  seeing  you  before  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly.  I  yield  the  idea  of  a  personal  interview  witli 
great  reluctance.  I  wished  to  peruse  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners, to  converse  with  you  fully  on  the  subject  of  the 
University,  and  to  State  to  you  my  present  impressions  relative 
to  the  proposition  you  think  of  making  to  me  in  the  event  of 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  Situated  as  I  am,  I  seem  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  adopting  the  more  imperfect  mode  of  commu- 
nicating through  a  friend.  If  you  couH  venture  to  trust  the 
report  out  of  your  hands,  before  it  goes  into  those  of  Messrs. 
Gordon  and  Carr,  I  think  we  could  return  it  to  you  safely  on 
Saturday  or  Sunday,  In  regard  to  the  contemplated  trip  to 
Europe,  our  friend  Col.  Coles,  who  is  intimately  acquainted 
with  my  situation,  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  same  infor- 
mation as  I  could  myself,  wore  I  present.  Probably  such 
objections  to  me,  as  he  will  state,  would  be  considered  insur- 
mountable by  yourself;  and  if  not  by  you,  by  the  other 
Visitors.     Suppose  them,  however,  removed,  the  proposition  is 
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one  of  great  importance,  and  I  request  a  reasonable  time  to 
consider  of  it.  It  is  my  intention,  in  every  event,  to  retire 
from  the  Senate  at  tlie  close  of  the  approaching  session.  The 
current  of  my  inclination  strongly  inclines  mo  to  "withdraw 
altogether,  and  endeavor  by  greater  personal  attention  to  derive 
a  moderate  revenue  from  my  estate,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
cultivate  science  and  literature.  A  part  of  the  district  are 
disposed  to  bring  me  forward  as  a  candidate  for  Congress ; 
conversations  have  passed  amounting,  perhaps,  to  something 
like  a  commitment  on  my  side ;  but  nothing  having  been  Snally 
decided  on,  and  this  cruel  fever  shaking  my  mind  and  body, 
and  threatening  to  impair  roy  already  frail  constitution,  it  is 
not  improhablo  I  may,  in  quitting  the  Senate,  give  up  all  pre- 
tensions to  further  popular  preferment,  'Ihe  voyage  you 
propose  to  me  is,  to  my  mind,  truly  interesting,  and  I  cannot 
conceal  the  gratification  I  feel  at  the  confidence  the  proposi- 
tion discovers.  Having  said  this,  I  must  leave  the  rest  to  my 
friend  Coles. 

The  Senate  will  doubtless  adjourn  in  a  week  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  the  first  fifteen  days  will  be 
employed  by  the  House  of  Delegates  in  receiving  petitions. 
The  bill  for  locating  the  University  might  be  introduced  on 
16th  and  decided  on  in  that  house  by  20th.  Should  it  succeed 
there,  you  may  count  on  its  success  in  the  Senate.  It  would 
be  beneficial,  if  you  would  write  such  a  bdl  as  you  think  the 
occasion  will  require,  and  commit  it  to  the  care  of  such  person 
as  you  deem  proper  to  be  entrusted  with  it;  as  also,  if  you 
would  write  to  Judge  Eoane,  Judge  Brooke,  and  a  few  select 
friends,  and  request  them  to  speak  to  the  active  and  influential 
s  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  your  friend, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

'r.  Jeferwn. 


c.y  Google 


CORRESPOHDBHCB,  [1818. 


T.   J.   TO   -T.    C.   C. 

MoHTioEiiLO,  Kovemfaer  20,  1818. 

Bear  Sib, — I  very  much  lament  the  cause  -which  has 
deprived  us  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mrs.  Cabell  and  yourself 
at  Monticello,  on  your  way  to  Eichmond.  I  now  commit  to 
your  care  a  letter  to  he  delivered  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate, 
which  contains  the  report  of  the  Commission  era  who  met  at 
Rockfish  Gap.*  Having  heen  written  in  great  haste,  and  by 
several  hands,  dividing  the  work,  in  order  to  expedite  their 
departure,  it  is  very  imperfectly  legible;  and  as  it  is  important 
that  it  should  he  printed  correctly,  I  enclose  you  the  original 
draught  also,  made  literally  conformable  to  the  authenticated 
one,  and  which  I  would  wish  you  to  put  into  the  hands  of  tha 
printer.  Being  much  more  legible,  be  will  he  less  liable  to 
commit  mistakes.  It  will  serve  for  your  own  information  in 
the  mean,  time,  which  the  Oommissioners  thought  would  be 
proper,  while  they  deemed  it  disrespectful  to  the  Legislature, 
and  otherwise  inespcdicnt,  that  its  contents  should  be  commu- 
nicated but  to  particular  persons  before  delivery.  It  was  their 
opinion  that  it  should  be  dehverod  to  each  Speaker,  in  the 
chair,  on  the  second  morning  of  the  session. 

Col.  Coles  will  explain  to  jou  what  has  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  voyage,  which  I  consider  as  requiring 
indispensably  a  special  agent,  and  in  which  Gen.  Cocke  con- 
curred, without  a  doubt  of  the  unanimous  approbation  of  our 


With  sincere  wishes  for  the  re-establishment  of  your  health, 
I  salute  you  affectionately, 

Th:  Jbffersoh. 
Joseph  C.  Cahell,  Esq. 
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EiciEMosn,  8th  Deoomber,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Senate  formed  a  house  to-day ;  tlie  House 
of  Delegates  yesterday.  A  conference  between  Messrs.  Carr 
ajid  Gordon  and  myself,  held  this  morning,  resulted  in  an 
agreement  to  get  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Chesterfield,  to  tring  forward 
the  subject  of  the  University  in  the  House  of  Delegates.  Not 
to  speak  of  those  other  eircumstanccs,  in  hia  favor,  which 
should  induce  me  to  prefer  him,  we  thought  his  position  in  the 
State  would  give  him  less  the  appearance  of  local  feelings  and 
interests,  I  introduced  those  gentlemen  to  him,  and  Mr. 
Taylor  undertook  the  task  at  our  request.  The  report  was 
read,  and  received  with  great  attention  in  both  the  Louses.  A 
resolution  to  print  a  number  of  copies  passed  each  house.  The 
abihty  and  value  of  the  report,  I  am  informed,  are  universally 
admitted.  It  was  referred  in  the  lower  house  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  the  Speaker  is  friendly  to  the  measure.  Present 
prospects  are  very  favorable  to  a  successful  issue.  Some  votes 
about  William  &  Mary  may  be  lost ;  but  nothing  like  a  serious 
diversion  in  favor  of  a  western  site  is,  I  believe,  to  be  appre- 
hended. Philip  E,.  Thompson,  of  Kanawha,  and  the  delegates 
from  that  quarter,  will  vote  for  Charlottesville.  From  the  rest 
of  the  West,  I  have  not  had  time  to  hear.  A  portion  of  the 
Assembly  will  be  opposed  to  the  whole  subject;  and  how  far  a 
combination  between  this  part  and  the  Lexington  interest  may 
jeopardize  the  measure,  I  cannot  now  determine.  All  that 
I  can  now  positively  afiirm  ia,  that  the  clouds  seem  to  be 
scattering,  and  the  prospect  to  smile.  I  will  do  myself  the 
pleasure  to  write  you  from  time  to  time.  My  friends  advised 
me  to  push  on  to  Williamsburg,  and  to  stay  there  till  the  entire 
recovery  of  my  health;  but  feeling  myself  getting  better,  I 
resolved  to  stay  and  do  what  I  could  to  promote  this  h 
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At  Bremo,  my  fevers  returned,  )rat  since  I  left  that  place  my 
recovery  has  been  advancing  uninterruptedly.  I  shall  proceed 
to  Williamsburg,  and  stay  a  week  or  two,  aa  soon  as  the  sub- 
ject of  the  University  shall  be  put  on  a  footing  satisfactory  to 
my  mind. 

I  am,  dear  air,  sincerely  and  faithfully  youra, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefenm. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Essex,  will  support  the  report. 


J.  c.  c.  TO  T.  J. 

Richmond,  14tli  Deceinber,  1818. 
Deas  Sir, — Mr.  Banks*  has  not  appointed  as  good  a  select 
committee  as  I  had  expected.  There  is  a  decided  majority  of 
the  committee  in  favor  of  the  Central  College ;  but  the  Eastern 
members  are  less  attentive  than  the  Western.  I  have  urged  the 
importance  of  having  a  full  meeting  before  the  final  question 
is  taken.  Mr.  Taylor  is  aware  of  the  danger.  The  committee 
-  has  had  two  meetings ;  at  the  first,  it  was  decided  to  report  by 
bill.  Mr.  Taylor  has  copied  your  hill,  and  at  the  second  Hieet- 
ing  offered  it  to  the  committee.  The  friends  of  Lexington 
wish  to  have  the  clause  of  location  reported  with  a  blank.  I 
think  it  will  ultimately  be  decided  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
Central  College.  At  the  second  meeting,  this  morning,  the 
Valley  Eiembers  called  for  time  to  consider  the  provisions  of 
the  bill ;  the  real  object  was  to  have  time  to  manceuvre.  The 
motion  was  resisted,  but  carried;  some  of  the  friends  of  Char- 
lottesville voting  with  them.     The  members  from  Rockbridge 

1  connty,  for  maoj  jears  Spoaker  of  the 


=  =,Google 


1818.]  COERESPONDENCE.  189 

called  for  a  calculation  to  prove  tte  assertion  in  the  report, 
that  Charlottesville  is  nearer  to  the  centre  of  population  than 
Staunton  or  Lexington.  The  object  seemed  to  be  to  draw  out 
yonr  calculations  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners.  The  answer 
given  by  an  Eastern  member  was,  that  each  member  might 
satisfy  himself,  by  reference  to  the  census  of  1810.  The  point 
was  left  unsettled.  It  will  come  on  again  at  the  next  meeting, 
on  a  motion  to  strike  out  Charlottesville  from  the  bill.  The 
committee  will  meet  again  on  Thursday  morning.  The  Valley 
members  wiil  be  strongly  opposed  to  the  Central  College.  The 
members  from  beyond  the  Alleghaney  will  divide.  Those 
south  of  Kanawha  will  generally  vote  with  us,  as  Mr.  Thomp- 
son informs  me.  The  prospect  is  still  favorable;  but  the  effect 
of  intrigue  and  management  is  beyond  the  reach  of  caloula^ 
tion.  There  is  a  party  in  the  House  of  Delegates  opposed  to 
the  measure  in  every  shape.  I  hope  that  party  is  not  strong. 
The  weight  of  character  in  the  Board  ia  working  the  effects  I 
calculated  on  when  I  first  suggested  that  measure.  The  way- 
ward spirits  on  this  side  the  Ridge  are  awed  into  acquiescence- 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeferion. 
P.  S.  *****  *  *  *  * 


J.  C.  C.  TO   T.  J. 

RiCHMONB,  17th  December,  1818. 
Bear  Sir, — The  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
on  the  subject  of  the  University,  has  just  had  a  third  meeting; 
thirteen  members  attended.  On  the  question  whether  the  hill 
should  be  reported  with  a  blank  as  to  the  site,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  chairman.  The 
Central  College  was  selected  as  the  site,  and  the  bill  reported 
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to  the  House.  The  Lexington  party  sought  for  further  iJelays 
imder  the  pretext  of  wanting  time  to  consider  the  calculations 
aa  to  the  centre  of  population,  and  to  bring  forward  their  own 
claims.  I  am  really  fearful  for  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  bill. 
Since  the  date  of  my  last,  I  have  discovered  that  the  delega- 
tion from  the  West  are  forming  a  combination  among  them- 
selves to  vote  against  the  hill  on  the  passage.  Finding  themselves 
in  a  minority  on  the  question  of  the  site,  they  will  endeavor  to 
defeat  the  measure  altogether  for  the  present.  There  ia  a 
party  in  the  East  in  favor  of  putting  down  the  literary  fund. 
Should  these  parties  unite  on  the  question  on  the  passage  of 
the  hill,  it  will  be  lost ;  and  this  result  is  mucb  to  be  appre- 
hended. The  fund  cannot  he  put  down,  and  I  cannot  hut  hope 
that  many  of  its  enemies  will  vote  for  the  University  as  the 
best  means  of  rectifying  what  they  deem  a  had  appropriation. 
On  consultation  with  Col.  Nicholas  and  my  brother  William,  I 
determined  to  publish  your  calculations  aa  to  the  centre  of 
population,  in  this  morning's  Enquirer.  We  deemed  the  puh- 
lication  essential  to  unite  the  Eaatern  delegation,  and  to  put 
them  under  responsibility  to  their  constituents.  The  anony- 
mous shape  Tvas  preferred;  but  the  author  is  very  well  known. 
Knowing  the  course  of  argument  which  the  Lexington  party 
would  take  as  to  the  progress  of  population  since  1810, 1  have 
made  some  auxiliary  statements,  to  shew  that  on  the  most  lib- 
eral allowance  to  the  West,  we  shall  have,  in  1820,  a  surplus 
of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  thousand  white  persons.  These 
will  be  used  only  in  a  defensive  way. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C,  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 
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J.  C.  C.  TO  T.  J. 

Senate  Chambek,  2  P.  M.,  17th  December,  1818. 
Dear  Sir,— Since  writing  tlie  within,  I  have  conversed 
■with  Mr.  Davidson,  the  Senator  from  Clarksburg.  He  arrived 
but  two  days  ago.  His  friendship  I  was  sure  of:  I  feared  the 
opposition  had  drawn  him  so  far  over  as  to  silence  him ;  hut  I  did 
him  injustice.  He  tells  me  he  has  conversed  with  twenty- 
two  members  from  the  northwest ;  and  they  all,  except  one, 
expressed  themaelves  in  favor  of  the  Central  College.  David- 
son's information  again  revives  my  hopes  of  a  favorable  issue. 
He  will  be  very  useful  to  ua  on  this  occasion,  and  his  arrival  is 
well-timed  and  very  fortunate.  Through  him  I  can  penetrate 
the  designs  of  the  opposition,  and  I  trust  be  able  to  break  their 
combination.  Rest  assured,  air,  that  nothing  I  can  do  on  this 
occasion,  shall  he  omitted  to  procure  success.  I  will  not  stir 
from  the  seat  of  government  till  this  business  is  settled ;  my 
friends  have  urged  me  to  go  to  Williamsburg ;  but  I  have  re- 
fused. Even  if  the  dangers  to  my  life  existed,  which  they 
apprehended,  I  could  not  risk  it  in  a  better  cause. 
Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mi:  Jeffei-ion. 


LXXXI. 

J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

EicHMOKD,  24th  Deoember,  1818. 
Deak  Sik, — Conformably  to  your  advice,  I  urged  the  friends 
of  the  University  to  hasten  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  upon  that  subject,  and  to  get  the  bill  up  to  the 
Senate  before  Christmas.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  biJl  is 
now  lying  on  the  table  of  the  Lower  House,  after  one  reading 
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and  an  order  to  print.  As  wo  met  on  7th,  and  fifteen  days 
are  pretty  fully  employed  in  reading  petitions,  which  this  year 
are  more  nnmerons  than  usual,  it  would  have  been  very  diffi- 
cult to  avoid  the  delay  which  has  taken  place,  especially  as  an 
artful  opposition  has  been  continually  urging  the  necessity  of 
time  to  consider,  and  to  bring  forward  their  claims.  From 
thirty  to  forty  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  are  now 
absent  on  a  visit  to  their  families,  and  it  will  bo  unsafe  to  take 
a  vote  on  the  bill  till  a,  week  after  Christmas.  Two  strenuous 
efforts  have  at  different  times  been  made  to  get  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Senate.  On  the  first,  the  vote  was  ten  to  five ;  on 
the  second  nino  to  five.  But  although  the  attempt  failed  in 
both  cases,  yet  four  or  five  of  the  Senators  have  gone  off  with- 
out leave,  and  broken  up  the  House.  There  are  now  about 
ten  of  us  in  town.  Some  of  our  best  friends  are  in  the  coun- 
try ;  and  wo  shall  suffer  by  their  absence.  The  delay  upon 
the  University  bill  is  truly  to  be  lamented.  The  hostile  in- 
terests are  daily  acquiring  new  force  by  intrigue  and  manage- 
ment. The  party  opposed  altogether  to  the  University,  is 
growing  bo  rapidly,  we  have  jnst  grounds  to  fear  a  total  failure 
of  the  measure.  I  this  morning  counted  up  twenty-six  votes 
of  this  description,  on  this  aide  the  Bidge ;  and  there  are 
doubtless  many  others.  Many  of  the  western  members  will 
take  the  same  course,  particularly  if  they  lose  the  site.  If  all 
the  western  votes  could  be  united  in  opposition,  we  shall  cer- 
tainly be  defeated.  Some  of  the  west  will  certainly  be  with  ua 
on  the  site,  and  I  hope  a  respectable  portion  will  be  for  the 
bill  on  the  passage.  Yet  if  this  portion  should  be  small,  it 
will  be  insufiicicnt  to  save  the  bill  from  eastern  hostility.  The 
friends  of  William  &  Mary  demand  $5,000  per  annum,  as  the 
price  of  their  concurrence ;  and  in  the  event  of  a  refusal,  will 
carry  off  some  votes.  I  have  advised  my  friends  not  to  enter 
into  any  compacts  of  the  kind,  and  sooner  will  I  lose  the  bill, 
than  X  wiil  give  my  assent  to  it.  The  party  hostile  to  the 
University,  come  chiefly  from  the  lower  country,  and  are 
within  convenient  distance  of  William  &  Mary.     The  better 
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educated  part  of  them,  whilst  they,  their  sons,  connexions  or 
friends  have  been  educated  at  William  &  Mary,  quote  Smith, 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  and  Dugald  Stewart,  to  prove  that 
education  should  be  left  to  individual  enterprise.  'Ihe  more 
ignorant  part  pretend  that  the  literary  fund  has  been  diverted 
from  its  original  object,  the  education  of  the  poor ;  and  ac- 
cuse the  friends  of  the  University  of  an  intention  to  apply  all 
the  fund  to  the  benefit  of  the  wealthy.  Mr.  ******,  very 
unintentioniilly,  hut  very  unfortuaately,  has  given  plausi- 
bility to  this  charge.  Two  days  ago  he  offered  a  resolution  to 
authorize  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges  to  consider 
of  and  report  to  the  House,  on  the  expediency  of  repealing 
that  part  of  the  law  relative  to  the  poor.  The  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table.  The  exhibition  of  such  a  resolution  from  a 
friend  to  the  University,  at  this  time,  has  produced  great,  and, 
perhaps,  irretrievable  mischief.  I  have  prevailed  on  him  to 
consent  not  to  call  it  up  at  all ;  or,  if  another  course  should  be 
preferred,  to  suffer  it  to  be  withdrawn.  It  will  probably  lie 
on  the  table.  In  regard  to  Charlottesville,  as  a  site  for  the 
University,  many  liberal  and  enlightened  persona  feel  difficul- 
ties from  the  Bmallnesa  of  the  town.  They  think  a  town  of 
some  size  necessary,  to  attract  professors,  to  furnish  polished 
society  for  the  students,  to  supply  accommodations,  to  resist 
the  physical  force,  and  present  the  moans  of  governing  a  large 
number  of  young  men,  &c.  This  last  objection  seems  to  make 
some  impression.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Staunton,  arrived  two  days 
ago.  He  is  very  prudent,  and  very  remarkable  on  all  occa- 
sions for  reserving  till  the  last  moment  the  disclosure  of  the 
opinion  he  means  to  advocate.  On  the  day  he  arrived  in  the 
Senate  chamber,  he  went  to  the  map  of  Virginia,  and  in  atone 
half  laughing  and  half  earnest,  observed  to  Gon.  Preston  and 
myself,  that  he  always  expected  that  those  lines  drawn  across 
the  State  in  the  calculations  published  in  the  Enquirer,  were 
not  drawn  in  a  proper  manner ;  and  proceeded  to  remark  on 
the  circumstance,  that  the  eastern  and  western  lines  commen- 
cing at  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  were  nearer 
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to  the  southern  than  northern  side  of  the  State.  Should  the 
bill  get  up  to  the  Senate,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  he  able 
to  meet  all  possible  objections  on  that  subject.  Perhaps  Mr. 
*  *  *  *  may  take  the  course  you  expect  of  him;  hut  if 
he  does,  I  shall  be  greatly  disappointed.  I  should,  therefore, 
be  much  obliged,  if  yon  will  inform  me  whether  due  eastern 
and  western,  and  d«e  northern  and  southern  lines,  will  mate- 
rially change  the  position  of  the  centre  of  population;  or 
whether  lines  drawn  in  any  other  direction  would  materially 
vary  the  result;  as  also,  whether  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
centre,  by  the  point  of  intersection  of  only  two  transverse 
lines,  be  liable  to  any  well  founded  objection.  I  have  Madi- 
son's map  in  my  room,  and  sliall  make  some  calculations ;  but 
I  ask  you  for  information,  because  yours  would  be  more  accu- 
rate than  ray  own,  particularly  as  to  the  relative  portions  of 
counties  bisected  by  the  lines.  I  will,  if  you  desire  it,  make 
no  other  use  of  your  letter  than  to  enable  myself  to  meet  any 
objections  to  the  present  mode  of  drawing  the  lines.  My  mo- 
tive for  asking  for  information  on  the  preceding  subject,  is  not 
that  I  myself  doubt,  but  that  I  may  meet  and  dissipate  the 
doubts  of  others.  You  recollect,  no  doubt,  the  letter  I  wrote 
you  last  winter,  stating  my  impressions  that  certain  characters 
in  the  House  of  Delegates  were  hostile  to  the  location  of  the 
University  at  Charlottesville.  I  have  ascertained  that  upon 
that  subject  I  was  entirely  correct.  I  was  also  correct  in  my 
anticipation  that  they  ■would  go  with  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners. They  will  now  give  us  their  support.  I  lately  wrote 
you  that  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Essex,  would  unite  with  us.  But  in 
that  I  was  mistaken.  My  first  apprehensions  wore  well 
founded.  He  will  be  opposed  to  the  measure  altogether. 
I  am,  dear  air, 

Most  truly  and  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

iff,  JcffeTson. 
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T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

MoSTlCELlo,  January  1,  1819. 
Dear  Sib, — Although  my  revolt  against  letter  writing 
has  not  permitted  me  to  acknowledge,  separately,  your  several 
favors  of  December  8,  14,  17,  24,  as  I  received  them,  I  am  not 
the  less  thankful  for  their  informatioa.  I  take  up  my  pen  now 
on  the  subject  of  my  estimate  of  the  centre  of  white  popula- 
tion. Yoa  say,  it  is  objected,  that  the  commencement  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  is  nearer  the  southern  than  northern 
limit  on  the  coast.  That  is  true;  but  the  greatest  part  of 
what  is  north  is  water.  There  ia  more  land  on  the  south  than 
north.  I  do  not  think  a  fairer  point  of  commencement 
can  be  taken,  and  being  a  remarkable  ono,  I  therefore  took  it. 
The  point  of  commencement  being  determined,  the  direction  of 
the  lino  of  equal  division  is  not  a  matter  of  choice,  it  must  from 
thence  take  whatever  direction  an  ec[iia!  division  of  tho  popu- 
lation commands;  and  the  census  proves  this  to  pass  near 
Charlottesville,  the  Rockfish  Gap,  and  Staunton.  The  Blue 
Ridge  again,  in  the  cross  division,  ia  so  natural  a  dividing  line, 
as  to  have  been  universally  so  considered,  and  a  parallel  course 
with  that  should  therefore  be  taken  for  the  line  of  equal  divi- 
sion that  way.  They  talk  of  a  division  by  an  E.  &  "W.  line ; 
but  our  northern  boundary  tending  north  of  N.  W.,  while  the 
southern  is  E.  &  W,,  the  fair  direction  is  between  the  two,  as 
that  is  which  I  took.  Why  should  they  divide  hj  a  parallel  to 
our  southern,  more  than  to  our  northern  boundary  ?  What 
reason  can  he  given  for  laying  off  the  southern  half  in  a  paral- 
lelogram, and  the  northern  in  a  triangle  ?  Not  a  single  one 
but  to  bring  the  course  of  that  line  nearer  to  Lexington.  Tho 
State  itself  being  triangular,  each  half  should  be  so.  An  E, 
&  W.  line  would  take  the  line  of  equal  division  entirely  from 
Staunton,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  would  from  Charlottesville ; 
and  while  a  north  and  south  line  would  take  it  entirely  from 
10 
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Lexington,  I  believe  it  would  be  still  as  near  to  Charlottesville; 
anci,  in  my  opinion,  run  jonr  lines  in  \vliat  direction  you 
please,  tbey  will  paaa  close  to  Charlottesville,  and  for  the  very 
good  reason  that  it  is  truly  central  to  the  white  population. 
However,  let  those  who  wish  to  set  up  other  lines  in  competi- 
tion, make  their  own  calculations.  It  is  a  very  laborious  busi- 
ness. Mine  took  me  two  or  three  da.ys,  and  I  tnow  there  can 
be  no  inaccuracy  in  it,  except  from  a  single  source.  Where  a 
line  divided  a  county  into  two  parts,  equal  or  unequal,  I  could 
only  estimate  by  my  eye  the  proportion  between  the  two  parts. 
No  doubt  there  is  error  in  some  of  these,  but  probably  as  much 
one  way  as  another,  and  that  contrary  errors  balance  one 
another.  I  am  certain  there  will  not  bo  found  much  error  in 
the  whole  result.  But  I  am  saying  to  you  things  which  would 
occur  to  yourself,  and  yielding  to  the  lex  inertim  which,  with 
respect  to  the  use  of  the  pen,  ia  now  become,  uneontrolably, 
the  law  of  nature  with  me,  I  will  place  here  the  assurances  of 
my  affectionate  esteem  and  respect. 


I  C.  Cabell,  Esq. 


Th:  Jefferson. 


J.  c.  c.  TO  T.  J. 

EiOHtaOND,  Jajinary  7,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  1st  instant  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived, and  I  thank  you  for  the  information  it  contains.  I 
also  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  Tracy's  work,  which  I  received 
in  a  few  days  from  the  time  it  left  you,  but  have  heretofore 
omitted  to  mention. 

In  my  last  I  gave  you  an  account  of  our  declining  and 
gloomy  prospects  respecting  the  University.  Just  about  Christ- 
mas, and  from  that  period  to  the  1st  instant,  the  success  of 
the  measure,  was  despaired  of.  The  Valley  members  first  had 
united  against  us.  Half  the  trana-Alleghaney  members  had  fol- 
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lowed  them.  The  residue  were  neutral,  and  tending  to  the 
opposite  party.  Even  my  friend  Thompson,  of  Kanawha,  who 
had  thetetdfore  kept  up  my  spirits,  acknowledged  that  he  be- 
lieved tJie  greater  part  of  the  members  from  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghaney  had  determined  to  oppose  us,  and  the  remainder  were 
not  to  be  depended  on.  I  was  also  assured  by  acquaintances 
from  that  quarter,  that  the  western  delegates  were  prepared  to 
vote  against  the  measure,  if  a  western  site  should  not  be  pre- 
ferred. In  the  lower  parts  of  the  State,  the  opposition  to  the 
measure  was  great  and  growing,  whilst  a  line  of  votes  at  the 
foot  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  to  the  north  and  south  of  my  district, 
and  a  scattering  vote  in  other  parts  of  the  eastern  country 
were  arrayed  against  us.  In  this  state  of  affairs,  with  six  or 
eight  very  active  and  dexterous  opponents  to  contend  with,  and. 
with  but  few  to  aid  me,  I  advised  our  friends  to  preserve  a 
cheerful  countenance,  and  not  to  despau-.  Having  lost,  aa  I 
supposed,  the  western  vote,  I  turned  my  views  altogether  to 
the  east.  The  combination  to  the  west  justified  an  appeal  to 
eastern  feelings  and  interests.  Our  majority  of  votes,  on  the 
east  of  the  Ridge,  is  sixty-two.  Putting  down  twenty-two  of 
these  for  absentees,  our  majority  would  be  reduced  to  forty; 
of  these  if  the  opposition  should  obtain  twenty-one,  of  course, 
we  shoald  be  defeated.  I  knew  we  should  get  some  few  votes 
to  the  west,  but  these  I  thought  ought  to  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  absentees,  inasmuch  as  twenty-two  is  but  a  small 
allowance.  It  was  obvious,  therefore,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
reduce  the  opposition  in  the  oast  to  less  than  twenty,  For  this 
purpose,  it  was  essential  to  ascertain  who  were  the  opponents, 
and  to  contend  for  them,  with  the  enemy  beyond  the  moun- 
tain. In  this  enquiry  I  have  encountered  very  great  difficulty, 
from  the  absence  of  the  Senators,  and  the  want  of  experienced 
friends  in  the  House  of  Delegates.  But  I  have  at  length  suc- 
ceeded with  respect  to  all  tho  counties,  except  a  few  low  down 
on  the  south  of  James  Eiver,  In  the  course  of  my  search,  I 
have  had  occasion  to  witness  the  vast  and  uncommon  exertions 
of  the  opposite  party.     They  have  made  great  inroads  into 
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our  ranks,  whilst  the  greater  part  of  our  eastern  members 
seemed  to  be  asleep.  My  mind  has  sought  far  and  wide  for 
the  means  of  awakening  the  eastern  people  to  a,  just  view  of 
their  rights,  and  of  exciting  the  friends  of  learning  to  an  exer- 
tion of  their  powers.  I  have  passed  the  night  in  watehful  re- 
fleetion,  and  the  day  in  ceaseless  activity.  Our  ranks  arc 
filled  with  clever  young  men,  who  will,  when  the  debate  comes 
on,  give  us  flowery  speeches ;  hut  we  want  the  practical  wis- 
dom and  efficient  concert  of  the  year  1799.  Tn  this  situation, 
I  have  sought  to  supply  the  defect,  by  conveying  from  person 
to  person  intolligenee  of  our  different  views,  and  by  endeavor- 
ing to  reconcile  differences  of  opinion,  and  to  create  harmony. 
I  have  i\Titten  into  the  country  for  friends  to  come  in,  or  to 
send  letters  to  our  aid.  I  have  called  on,  and  implored  the 
aid  of  powerful  friends  out  of  the  Legislature,  such  aa  Eoane, 
the  Nicholas's,  Brockcnbrough,  Taylor,  &e.  I  have  actually 
deetricted  the  country  east  of  the  Ridge,  and  obtained  a  pro- 
mise from  some  gentleman  of  high  standing  and  infliience  m 
each  district,  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  remove  the  prejudices  of 
members,  and  to  counteract  the  movements  of  the  opposite 
party.  I.  have  procured  most  of  the  essays  you  have  seen  in 
the  Enqairer,  and  furnished  the  probable  topics  of  objection, 
to  some  of  our  friends  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  with  refer- 
ence to  authorities  for  their  refutation.  Happily,  sir,  a  counter 
ciirrent  has  been  produced,  and  I  am  now  confident  of  ultimate 
success.  There  a>re  now  thirty  members  on  the  east  of  the 
Hidfo  who  have  been  prejudiced  against  the  bill.  But  the 
number  will  he  reduced.  And  whilst  many  of  these  will  vote 
with  us  on  the  site,  I  hope  their  votes  on  the  passage  will  be  at 
least  in  part  counteracted.  Some  valuable  friends  have  lately 
arrived.  Oaptain  Slaughter,  of  Culpepper,  Chancellor  Taylor, 
Mr.  Panniil,  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Mr. 
Hoomes,  of  King  &  Queen,  Mr.  John  Taliaferro,  of  the  North- 
em  Neck,  and  Chancellor  Green.  The  latter  and  myself  were 
up  until  three  o'clock  this  morning,  conversing  on  the  means 
necessary  to  ensure  success.     I  think  he  will  bo  able  to  break 
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down,  in  some  degree,  the  influence  of  William  &  Mary,  in  the 
Deck  of  land  from  thia  to  Hampton.  Our  friends  are  at  last 
roused,  and  as  ardent  as  you  coulcl  desire.  The  course  of 
things  here  will  surprise  and  distress  you.  But  he  assured, 
sir,  I  do  not  exaggerate,  and  wc  have  heen  compelled  to  meet 
the  opposition  on  their  own  ground.  The  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened views  of  great  statesmen  pass  over  our  heads  unheeded 
like  the  spheres  ahove.  When  we  assemhle  here,  an  eastern 
and  western  feeling  supercedes  all  other  conaiderations.  Our 
policy  now  is  to  keep  back  the  vote  as  long  as  possible.  Thank 
heaven !  my  health  has  sustained  me,  and  even  improved  in  the 
anxious  and  trying  situation  in  which  I  am  placed.  I  hear 
you  are  still  complaining.  This  intelhgencc  comes  through 
Co).  Randolph,  whom  I  sought  this  morning,  hut  could  not  find 
at  Mrs.  Randolph's.  God  grant,  sir,  that  you  may  soon  be 
entirely  restored  to  perfect  health,  and  that  you  may  in  a  few 
weeks  he  cheored  hy  the  intelligence  of  the  iinal  stiecoas  of  the 
bill  for  the  University.* 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Most  sincerely  and  faithfully  your  friend, 


Mt.  Jeffe,-! 


Jos.  C.  Gaubll. 


LXXXIV. 

J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

llicBMOHD,  4  V.  U.,  18th  Januaiy,  1810. 
Dear  Sis, — Grateful,  truly  grateful,  is  it  to  my  heart,  to 
be  able  to  announce  to  you  the  result  of  this  day's  proceedings 
in  the  House  of  Delegates.  In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
question  was  taken,  after  an  elaborate  discussion,  on  the  motion 
to  strike  the  Central  College  from  the  bill.     The  vote  was  as 


*  And  the  sneceeding  letter  will  inform  llie  render  of  the  fate  of  the 
re  whieh,  haring  so  long  trembled  in  the  scales  of  chance,  was  yet 
iG(]  ivith  nnccrfiiintj. 
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follows:  For  strilcing  out,  69;  against,  114 — majority  against 
striking  out,  forty-five.  This  is  a  decisive  victory.  Imme- 
diately after  this  decision,  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Augusta,  rose  and 
made  a  most  eloquent  appeal  to  the  Western  delegation,  call- 
ing on  them  to  dismiss  local  feelings,  and  to  unite  with  the 
majority  in  the  support  of  the  meaaiirc.*  The  Bill  passed 
to  a  third  reading  mem:  eon.  Having  left  the  House  he- 
fore  the  critical  vote  on  the  site,  to  avoid  the  shock  of  feel- 
ing, which  I  should  have  been  compelled  to  sustain,  I  did 
not  hear  Mr.  Baldwin.  But  I  am  told  the  scene  was  truly 
affecting.  A  great  part  of  the  House  waa  in  tears ;  and,  on 
the  rising  of  the  Ilonso,  the  Eastern  members  hovered  around 
Mr.  Baldwin  ;  some  shook  him  by  the  hand ;  others  solicited 
an  introduction.     Such  magnanimity  in  a  defeated  adversary 


*  A  aliEtclt  of  this  debate  appears  in  the  Enquirer  of  January  19, 1818.  In 
the  Buoeeeding  number,  of  Jnnaary  2l8t,  a  correBpocdent  (Mr.  Gilmer)  reporU 
Mr.  Baldwin's  appeal  more  folly  and  aocnratel;,  having  prefaced  it  with  a 
tribute  ef  high  commendation.  Those  who  fee!  an  interest  in  the  history  of 
Uiia  institution  will  not  object  to  find  it  here  reproduced  entire. 

"Mr.  B.j  Willi  a  magnanimity  only  equalled  by  his  eloquence,  then  came 
forward  to  inroke  the  House  to  unite  in  support  of  the  DniTeraity.  He  said, 
he  had  attempted  to  discbarge  his  duty  to  his  constituents ,'  he  had  supported 
the  pretensiona  of  Staunton  sa  long  as  there  was  tjie  slightest  hope  of  success  ; 
but  now  Jie  came  forward  to  conjure  the  House  to  sacrifice  all  sectional  feel- 
ings on  the  altar  of  their  common  country.  In  the  name  of  Virginia,  in  the 
name  of  tlie  dear  land  of  his  nativity,  hy  that  proud  and  dignified  oharaoter 
which  she  had  always  borne,  be  conjured  the  members  to  nnite  iu  the  rote 
for  the  Uuiversitj.  Great  in  arms,  great  in  chai'acter,  she  requires  only  to 
be  great  in  science.  Let  ns  raise  a  pillar  of  fire  to  conduot  her  footsteps.  If 
ffe  make  a  retrograde  movement  now,  if  having  Ekccumulated  a  fund  for  edu- 
cation we  refuse  to  appropriate  it  in  this  honorable  way,  we  may,  with  the 
old  Castilian,  live  to  blush  for  our  country.  Let  us,  then,  unite  ;  let  us  do 
oar  duty.  He  shall  have  lived  to  little  purpose  who  does  not  know  that  in 
political  matters  delay  breeds  danger.  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  na- 
tions as  of  men.  Let  us,  then,  all  unite — let  us  erect  a  temple  iu  which  our 
youths  may  assemble  in  honor  of  soienoe.  Virginia!  dear  land  of  my  bb-th  1 
protectreaa  of  my  rights !  to  thy  glory  let  us  eonsecrata  the  present  hour." 

It  may  not  be  known  to  all  of  the  present  generation  of  readers,  that  the 
author  of  this  appeal  was  Judge  Briscoe  G.  Baldwin,  iat«  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  of  Virginia. 
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excited  universal  applause.  The  discussion  must  have  pro- 
duced a  considerable  effect.  This  raorning,  Mr.  Hunter,  of 
Essex,  an  intelligent  member,  expressed  great  fears.  The 
mode  of  drawing  the  lines  was  called  in  question,  as  favoring 
the  Central  College.  I  had  prepared  East  and  West,  and 
North  and  South  lines,  which  threw  the  point  of  intersection 
some  where  near  the  South  end  of  Pluvamia.  One  of  the 
Rockbridge  delegates  suggested  another  method  of  settling 
the  pretensions  of  rival  sites,  with  a  view  to  discredit  the  mode 
pursued  by  yourself.  His  idea  was  this :  draw  a  line  from  one 
of  the  places  to  the  other-— bisect  this  line  by  another  line  run- 
ning across  the  State.  And  the  place  which  should  be  found 
on  the  side  of  the  line,  where  the  greatest  mass  of  population 
should  fall,  would ,  be  nearest  tbe  centre  of  population.  This 
idea  was  suggested  on  Saturday ;  and  I  did  not  hear  of  it  till 
last  night.  I  rose  early  this  morning,  and  with  the  assietanoe 
of  Mr.  Hoomes,  of  King  and  Queen,  my  room  mate,  applied 
this  rule,  and  found,  to  the  East  of  the  line,  137,000  white 
inhabitants  more  than  to  the  West.  These  tables  were  used 
in  the  debate.  One  of  the  Rockbridge  delegates  objected  to 
the  statement  about  the  centre  of  population  lately  published 
in  the  Enquirer,  that  the  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were 
included — the  fact  was  admitted  and  the  colored  people  de- 
ducted, and  tbe  centre  still  fell  East  of  Charlottesville.  I 
imagine  you  fell  into  the  error  of  including  the  colored  popn- 
lation  by  deducting  the  slaves  from  the  totals  in  the  census  of 
1810.  At  a  future  day,  I  will  give  you  further  particulars, 
and  inform  you  of  the  names  of  the  geuetlemen  who  have  con- 
tributed to  the  happy  results  of  this  day.  I  have  just  received 
Chancellor  Carr's  letter.  The  hint  was  unnecessary — we  shall 
take  care  of  the  hill  in  the  Senate.  I  do  not  write  to  him, 
because  I  suppose  he  has  left  you.  I  awote,  two  nights  ago, 
about  3  o'clock,  with  an  alarming  spitting  of  blood,  which  con- 
tinued till  10  o'clock.  It  was  probably  brought  on  by  exposure 
to  bad  ireaither  and  loss  of  sleep.  I  have  been  twice  bled, 
and  have  taken  medicine;  and  feci  myself  on  the  recovery. 
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I  feel  happy  iu  tlic  idea  that  this  note  will  give  you  great 
pleasure. 

faithfully,  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefersnn. 


J".  C.  C.  TO   T.  J. 

Sbsate  CHAraBEB,  21st  January,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  19th  instant  the  University  Bill  passed 
the  House  of  Delegates,  only  twenty-eight  memhers  voting 
against  it.  Yesterday  I  moved  its  oommitment  in  the  Senate. 
The  committee  are  Messrs.  Johnson,  Alfred  Powell,  Taliaferro, 
Hoomes,  of  King  and  Queen,  Mallory,  Hay,  and  myself.  We 
met  to-day,  at  10  o'clock,  Mr.  Mallory  being  absent,  I  had 
previously  agreed  with  my  friends  to  admit  no  admendments. 
Mr.  Johnson  proposed  various  amendments,  heginning  with 
such  as  were  unimportant,  and  proceeding  to  one  of  vital 
importance,  viz :  to  reduce  tho  additional  appropriation  of 
$20,000  for  the  education  of  the  poor  to  $5000.  We  voted 
him  down,  after  full  discussion  in  the  Committee.  The  Com- 
mittee has  risen  to  meet  again  to-morrow,  so  as  to  give  Mr. 
Johnson  an  opportunity  to  offer  other  amendments.  I  now 
think  he  will  make  efforts  to  change  the  site  in  the  House. 
But  I  think  you  may  be  tranquil  on  this  subject.  The  bill  will 
probably  be  a  law  in  three  days  from  this  time. 
Faithfully,  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 
Mr.  Jefm-sm. 

P.  S.  My  wife  hearing  of  my  late  attack  of  hemorrhage 
has  become  very  unhappy,  and,  in  conjunction  with  my  Wil- 
liamsburg friends,  urges  me  to  withdraw  to  that  place.  Hap- 
pily, I  am  getting  over  the  attacli,  and  my  breast  is  much  less 
sore  than  it  was  a  few  days  past.  I  am  strongly  in  hopes  the 
rupture  was  confined  to  some  of  the  vessels  of  the  throat.  As 
soon  as  the  "University  bill  passes  I  shall  retire  to  Judge  Coal- 
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ters,  and  attend  to  my  duties  in  the  Senate,  as  my  health  will 
permit,  from  that  place ;  and  should  it  he  necessary,  I  will 
go  to  Williamsburg.  But  tho  connection  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  waters  is  a  subject  of  great  importance  in  itself,  and 
I  have  promised  to  render  every  service  in  my  power  to  Mr, 
Thompson,  of  Kanawha,*  Mrs.  C.  will  come  up  on  Sunday, 
with  the  Misa  Ooalters,  from  Williamsburg. 


RiciiraOHii,  25tli  Januiiiy,  1819. 

Dear  Sii!, — The  question  on  striking  out  the  Central  Col- 
lege, from  the  University  bill,  has  just  been  taken  in  the 
Senate,  and  rejected  by  a  vote  of  16  to  7, 

And  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  immediately  thereafter 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  hill,  and  that  it 
passed  by  a  vote  of  22  to  1. 

I  began  to  take  some  part  in  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
up  all  Saturday  and  to-day ;  but,  in  my  first  effort,  tho  blood 
vessel,  which  had  broken  within  me,  opened  again,  and  I  was 
compelled  to  abandon  the  attempt,  by  the  discovery  that  I  was 
spitting  blood.  I  am  now  under  serious  apprehensions  on  the 
score  of  my  health.  I  have  retired  to  Judge  Coalter's,  where 
Mrs.  Cabell  met  me  on  yesterday.  Should  I  not  get  better,  I 
must  withdraw  to  Williamsburg. 

Mr.  Watts  voted  for  striking  out  the  Central  College.  Mr. 
Johnson  made  great  exertions  to  get  the  bill  amended,  but  we 
voted  him  down  very  easily. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefersoii. 


«  Mr.  Cabell  here  incidentally  allnles  to  a  measure  of  principal  importance 
to  the  material  inteteata  of  Vir^nia,  and  whioh  was  deetined.  In  afteE  years, 
to  engage  eren  a  larger  share  of  his  attention  tlian  di(t  the  University  while 
in  progvess  towards  its  final  estalilisliineut. 
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T.   J.   TO  J.   C.   C. 

MOKTiCBLio,  .Tacuary  28,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — I  join  with  you  in  joj  on  the  passage  of  the 
University  bOl,  and  it  is  necessary  you  should  send  me  a  copy 
of  it  without  delay,  that  the  visitors  may  have  a  meeting  to 
see  and  to  do  what  it  pcrmita  tliem  to  do  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  ■work,  as  the  season  for  engagements  is  rapidly  passing  off- 
But  we  shall  fall  miserahly  short  in  the  execution  of  tho  large 
plan  displayed  to  tho  world,  with  the  short  funds  proposed  for 
its  execution.  On  a  careful  review  of  our  existing  means,  we 
shall  be  able,  this,  present  year,  to  add  hut  two  pavillions  andv 
their  donnitories  to  the  two  already  in  a  course  of  execution, 
so  as  to  provide  hut  for  four  professorships ;  and,  hereafter, 
■we  can  add  hut  one  a  year ;  without  any  chance  of  getting  a 
chemical  apparatus,  an  aBtronomical  apparatus,  with  its  ob- 
servatory, a  building  for  a  library,  with  its  library,  &c.;  in  fact 
it  ia  vain  to  give  us  the  name  of  an  University  without  the 
means  of  making  it  so.  Could  not  the  Legislature  be  induced 
to  give  the  University  the  doreiict  portions  offered  to  the 
pauper  schoolSj  and  not  accepted  by  them  ?  I  mean  so  much, 
for  example,  of  last  year's  $45,000  as  has  not  been  called  for ; 
and  so  much  of  this  year's  $60,000  as  shall  not  be  called  for. 
These  unclaimed  dividends  might  enable  us  to  complete  our 
buildiiigs,  and  procure  our  apparatuses,  library,  &c.,  which, 
once  done,  a  moderate  annual  sum  may  maintain  the  institution 
in  action.  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  of  the  improvement  of 
your  health,  and  salute  you  with  affectionate  respect. 

Th:  Jbpeeeson. 

Joseph  C.  Cabell,  Esg. 
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LXXXVIII. 

[  A  special  rntereat  attaoiies  to  tho  following  letter ;  it  being  tiat  in  wLioh 
the  writer  makes  honorable  mention  of  those  gentlemen,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  two  houses,  who  had  been  most  aotire  nnd  efBoient  in  promoting  the  sue- 
cess  of  the  Univereitj'  bill.] 

J.   C.   C.   TO   T.   J. 

EiCHMOBE,  4th  Deoemher,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  28th  uU.  was  received  on  Mon- 
dajj  time  enough  to  he  answered  hj  the  mail  of  that  evening, 
but  I  declined  doing  so,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  some  of  my  friends,  before  I  should  write.  I 
am  very  sensible  of  the  truth  of  all  that  you  say  on  the  inade- 
q^uacy  of  the  funds  of  the  University ;  and  most  willingly 
would  I  co-operate  in  augmenting  them ;  but  knowing,  as  I  do, 
the  character  and  prejudices  of  tho  present  Assembly,  and 
what  his  occurred  duimg  tho  present  session,  I  must  say  thit 
I  think  thit  my  such  attempt  wouU  not  only  prove  unsuccess 
fill,  but  would  be  mjuiious  to  the  inteie«ts  of  the  institution 
When  Mr  *****!=  moved  the  house  to  enqune  into  the  o^pcdt 
ency  of  lepe'ihng  that  poition  of  tho  liw  which  piivides  foi 
the  education  of  tho  pooi,  i  muimui  of  lissatisf action  r^n 
thiough  the  dbtente  pait  A  the  ho  ise,  thit  the  fiiends  of  the 
Uiinersity  meant  to  apply  the  whole  ot  the  litcraiy  fund  to 
the  education  of  the  rich.  It  required  tho  most  strenuous  and 
persevering  exertions  of  all  the  friends  of  the  measure  to  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  ******'s  motion.  Wcro  wo  to  move  now 
for  the  derelict  portion  of  the  school  fund,  I  am  confident  that 
the  idea  would  be  revived,  that  the  friends  of  the  University 
were  grasping  at  the  whole  of  the  fund.  It  would  be  in  vain 
to  urge,  that  the  proposition  went  only  to  the  derelict  portion ; 
they  would  not  believe  ua.  We  have  got  possession  of  the 
ground,  and  it  will  never  be  taken  from  ws.  True  it  is,  the 
Wratern  people  will  probably  not  now  feel  as  desirous,  as  they 
were  of  late,  to  endow  the  University;   but  the  enlig 
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part  of  the  people  are  every  where  in  favor  of  such  an  estah- 
lishmcnt.  I  consider  it,  therefore,  our  best  policy  to  do 
nothing  that  is  calcnlated  to  injure  the  character  of  its  friends 
in  the  estimation  of  the  Assembly,  or  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people.  Any  proposition  of  the  kind  you  suggest,  though  in 
itself  highly  proper  and  judicious,  would,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, have  this  tendency,  if  brought  forward  at  the  present 
session.  At  another  session,  the  attempt  might  be  made, 
perhaps,  with  no  injurious  consequences,  and  with  a  proba- 
bility of  success.  Such  were  the  views  that  presented  them- 
selves to  my  mind,  imtnediatoly  on  the  perusal  of  your  letter. 
Mr.  John  Taliaferro,  Mr.  Hay,  Mr.  Bobertson,  of  the  Senate, 
Chancellor  Taylor,  and  Judge  Coalter  and  Col.  Oarr,  to  whom 
I  have  mentioned  the  subject,  entirely  concur  in  my  opinioa. 
As  I  lodge  two  miles  from  town,  and  am  not  present,  except 
from  11  to  3,  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  other 
persons  on  this  subject.  I  shall  endeavor  to  consult  Col. 
Nicholas  to-day,  but  I  am  sure  of  his  concurrence.  Col. 
Green  left  town  a  few  days  past.  I  told  him,  on  parting,  I 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  get  a  bil!  passed  amendatory  of 
the  law  respecting  the  education  of  the  poor,  so  as  to  coerce 
the  application  of  the  money  to  the  objects  contemplated  by 
the  act.  He  assured  me  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  best  course 
would  be  to  drop  the  whole  subject  of  education;  to  say 
nothing  more  about  it  at  the  present  session. 

We  are  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Taliaferro  and  Col.  Green 
for  the  favorable  change  in  the  delegation  north  of  James 
Biver  and  below  tide  water.  At  Christmas,  every  member 
from  Richmond  to  Hampton,  except  one,  was  opposed  to  us. 
On  the  vote,  all  went  with  ua,  except  one.  This  was  very 
much  owing  to  the  correct  views  of  the  subject  presented  to 
them  by  Col.  Green,  who  is  very  popular  in  that  part  of  the 
State,  as  indeed  he  is  every  where.  Capt.  Slaughter,  of  Cul- 
peper,  made  us  a  visit  during  the  session,  and  co-operated  with 
useful  and  commendable  ardor.  Judge  Brooke,  Judge  Brock- 
enbroiigh,  Mr.  Stanard,  Mr.  Kitchie,  Mr.  Hoomes,  of  King  & 
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Queen,  Dr.  !NicLolson,  of  Middlesex,  Mr.  Scott,  of  the  Council, 
and  Mr.  Minor,  of  Spottsylvania,  were  active  and  valuable 
friends  in  the  lower  and  northern  sections  of  the  State.  Judge 
Roane  was  not  much  in  the  circle  of  the  members,  nor  was 
Col.  Nicholas;  hut  these  gentlemen  lost  no  opportunity  of 
lending  their  aid,  in  which  course  my  brother  William  heartily 
co-operated.  I  advised  with  Col,  Nicholas  in  every  difficulty, 
and  found  him  an  invaluable  friend.  On  the  south  side  of 
James  Eiver,  Chancellor  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Pannill,  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  were  useful  auxiliaries.  Mr.  Gilmer  wrote 
the  essays  signed  a  "Virginian"  and  *'A  friend  of  the  State." 
Mr.  Sm,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  of  this  place,  wrote  the 
essay  signed  "  Crito."  He  discovered  remarkable  enthusiasm 
for  the  measure,  and  although  he  did  not  advocate  any  partic- 
ular site,  yet  his  liberal  conduct,  as  well  as  that  of  the  dele- 
gates from  the  counties  of  Prince  Edward  and  Charlotte, 
satisfied  me  that  the  sect  of  Presbyterians  did  not  {as  I  had 
expected)  exert  their  influence  against  the  Central  College.* 

*  The  italics  are  those  of  the  Editor,  and  aro  cmplojod  for  reasons  whioli 
■will  hereafter  appear.  All  the  Eseajs  bero  reforrod  to  were  both  able  and 
■well-Umed — one  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  on  the  site,  partienliirly  so.  From  that  of  Dr. 
Rice  we  present  a  passage,  whioli  Boeins  to  kave  mode  a  detip  impression  on 
the  mind  of  Mr.  Cabell,  as  I  find  it  copied  more  than  once  among  his  papers, 
and  waa  no  iloubt  used  by  bttn  with  effect.  Similar  atatementa  were  made  at 
the  time  bj  other  writers,  but  this  was  perhaps  more  particular  and  authentic. 

"  This  remark  suggests  the  idea  of  the  peouoiarj  losses  which  we  have  sus- 
tained by  lliis  most  oalpable  negligence.  This  is  no  light  matter.  Ten  years 
ago  1  made  estensjre  enquiries  on  the  subject,  and  ascertained  to  mj  oonvie- 
tion,  that  the  amount  of  money  annually  oanied  from  Virginia,  for  purposes 
of  education  alone,  exceeded  $250,000.  Since  that  period  it  has  been  greater. 
Tafee  a  quarter  of  a  million  as  the  ayerage  of  the  last  eight  and  twenty  yearis, 
and  the  amount  is  the  enormous  sum  of  $7,000,000.  But  had  our  schools 
been  sooh  as  the  resources  of  Virginia  would  have  well  allowed,  and  her 
honor  and  interest  demanded,  it  is  by  no  means  extravagant  to  suppose,  that 
the  iive  States  which  biud  on  ours  would  have  sent  aa  many  students  to  us  as 
under  iiie  present  wretched  system  we  have  sent  to  them.  This,  then,  makes 
another  amount  of  soTen  milUons!  Let  one  economists  loot  to  that.  Foor- 
toen  millions  of  good  doilaralost  to  us  by  our  parsimony  H  Lei  our  wise  men 
caloulato  the  annual  mterest  of  our  losses,  and  add  it  to  this  principal!  they 
will  then  see  what  are  the  fruits  of  this  precious  speculation.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  oraft,  it  may  well  be  sfUd  "verily,  it  is  a  losing  job.'" 
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Judge  Roane  wrote  the  easay  signed  a  "Parmer."  But  to  no 
one  are  we  more  indebted  than  to  Mr.  Sam'I  Taylor,  of  Clies- 
terfield.  Tliat  excellent  and  promising  man  deserves  your 
highest  eommendation  for  the  good  temper,  dignity,  ability, 
perseverance  and  zeal  with  which  he  conducted  the  manage- 
ment of  the  subject  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  Mr.  Gordon 
has  since  expressed  to  me,  in  the  strongest  terms,  his  approba- 
tion of  the  advice  I  had  given  himself  and  Mr.  Carr  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Taylor.  Mr,  Broadnax,  of  Greensville,  made  an  excel- 
lent ai-gmnent  on  the  site,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kanawha, 
was  a  very  valuable  ausiliary  in  the  West.  To  Mr.  Daniel 
and  Mr.  Martin,  of  the  Council,  great  thanka  are  due  for  their 
services,  at  the  last  session,  in  procuring  the  appointment  of 
the  distinguished  characters  who  composed  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners. To  that  illustrious  body  we  are  infinitely  indebted, 
and  I  shall  ever  derive  great  happiness  from  the  thought  of 
my  having  suggested  the  idea  of  that  mode  of  settling  the 
question  of  locality.  It  ia  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  has  met  with  universal  and  loud  applause, 
except  as  to  the  site  recommended  by  it.  Judge  Ooalter  saved 
the  bill  last  winter,  by  advising  the  separation  of  the  local  from 
the  general  question.  Justice  and  feeling  have  prompted  me 
to  make  this  hasty  sketch  of  the  service  rendered  by  our 
worthy  friends  in  the  cause  of  the  University.  It  is  right 
that  you  and  Mr.  Madison  should  know  who  are  your  most 
aealous  co-operators  in  the  great  work  you  have  undertaken 
for  the  good  of  your  country  and  of  mankind.  In  doing  this, 
let  me  not  be  understood  to  disparage  the  exertions  of  persona, 
not  enumerated;  and  particularly  of  the  local  delegation,  each 
of  whom  acquitted  himself  with  unusual  ability. 

You  requested  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  University  hill, 
which  I  would  do,  but  that  it  has  already  gone  to  you,  in  the 
Enquirer  of  the  28th  ult. 

Tou  and  Col.  Randolph  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  several 
reports  on  the  subject  of  the  navigation  of  James  Biver,  and 
of  the  connection  of  the  eastern  and  western  waters.     I  ahaU 
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call  on  Mr.  Peyton  tiiia  morning  to  have  Ool.  Randolph's  copy 
hurried  on.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  his  views 
on  this  great  subject,  which  I  am  now  carefully  investigating, 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  the  alarming  symptoms 
about  my  breast  are  now  subsiding,  and  I  am  capable  once 
more  of  attending  to  business, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yonrs, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell, 

Mr.  Jefei-son, 


J,   C.   C.   TO  T.   J. 

RiOBsioND,  8tli  FebTuary,  1819, 

Dear  Sir, — Lest  your  Enquirer  of  the  28th  January  may 
have  miscarried,  I  now  have  the  ploaauro  to  enclose  you  that 
paper. 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund  have 
placed  us  in  an  awkward  dilemma,  by  an  egregious  mis-state- 
ment of  the  amount  and  proceeds  of  the  fund.  Relying,  as 
usual,  on  the  statements  of  that  Board,  we  have  appropriated 
$80,000,  as  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  fund,  when  in  fact  that 
revenue  will  not  amount  to  more  than  §60,000.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the 
law  which  adds  $20,000  to  the  fund  for  educating  the  poor ; 
and  I  hope  that  this  will  be  done.  Tet  I  am  assured,  by  sev- 
eral leading  men  of  the  lower  house,  that,  in  that  house,  the 
majority  would  sooner  repeal  the  appropriation  for  the  Univer- 
sity, Probably  they  are  mistaken;  but  you  must  not  be 
surprised,  if  such  should  be  the  result.  The  Senate  may  be 
entirely  depended  on.  The  Executive  intended  on  this  day  to 
appoint  the  Visitors,  but  have  not  done  so,  because  the  biU  was 
not  signed  by  the  Speakers  of  the  two  houses.  This  was  not 
a  BufBcient  cause  of  delay;  yet  some  one  or  more  of  the  Coun- 
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cillora  feeling  difficultiea,  tlie  business  was  deferred ;  and  will 
probably  not  be  resumed  till  Monday  next. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Jos.  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jef^-,on. 


[  The  foIlOTving  corrosponJiMioe  between  Governor  Preston  and  Mr.  Cabel], 
being  snmethiEg  mora  ilinn  forma!,  is  deemed  Tuoi'tliy  of  insertion  in  tliis 
place.] 

Council  Chambek,  Febraary  27,  1819. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  jour  appointment  of  Visitor 
of  the  Unlyetsitj  of  Virginia,  together  with  the  advice  of  Council 
fixing  on  the  day  of  jour  first  meeting. 

I  haye  a  peculiar  gratification  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  as  I 
am  perBuadcd  that  the  foundation  is  now  laid  of  an  institution  that 
will  form  a  new  and  important  era  in  the  science  and  litei-ature  of  our 
native  State.  My  gratification  ia  much  increased  by  the  recollection 
that  this  institution  will  commence  under  auspices  that  will  insure  its 
success,  and  cannot  fell  to  answer  the  moat  Banguine  espectationa  of 
every  friend  to  hnowledgc  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  human 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  td  he, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J^MBS  P,  Preston. 

Jaaejih  C.  Cabell,  Esq. 

RiOHUOND,  ITtli  March,  1819. 

Sir,— I  have  had  the  iionor  to  receive  your  favor  of  27th  uH., 
enclosing  my  commission  as  Visitor  of  the  University  of  Virginia, 
and  the  advice  of  Council  fixing  on  the  day  for  the  fli-st  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

In  notifying  yourself  and  the  members  of  the  Council  of  my  ac- 
ceptance of  the  appointment,  I  beg  leave  to  make  you  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  polite  and  obliging  terms  in  which  it  was  conferred. 

I  am  verj  sensible,  I  assure  jou,  sir,  of  my  unworthiness  of  this 
honorable  appointment.  Tet,  having  been  called  to  the  station  by 
the  unsolicited  voice  of  the  proper  authority,  mj  humble  s 
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ahall  not  be  withheld.     And  I  am  happy  in  the  reflection,  that  mj 
own  insufficiency  will  bo  compensated  by  the  great  abilities  of  my 


I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedieat  servant, 

Joseph  C.  OABBti.. 
GoacTiiOT  Preston. 


J.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

KiPKBONO,  15th  February,  1819. 
DsAR  Sib, — On  Saturday,  the  Visitors  of  the  Univeraitj 
were  appointed.  They  are,  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  Madison, 
Chapman  Johnson,  James  Breckenridge,  Rohert  E.  Taylor, 
John  H.  Cocke  and  Joseph  C.  Cahell.  I  communicated  to  the 
Governor  a  message  from  Gen.  Cocke,  purporting  that  a  report 
was  in  circulation  that  tke  Visitors  of  the  Central  College  were 
about  to  be  appointed  Visitors  of  the  University;  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  appointed,  as  he  was  well  persuaded  there  were 
many  characters  in  the  State  who  would  be  better  qualified 
than  himself  to  vote  on  the  many  important  and  difficult  ques- 
tions that  wonld  arise  in  the  progress  of  the  institution ;  and 
hia  only  desire  ifl-as  to  see  the  University  flourish,  and  answer 
the  expectations  of  the  country.  I  availed  myself  of  the  ac- 
quaintance I  have  with  the  Governor,  and  with  a  member  of 
the  Council,  who  spoke  to  me  on  the  subject,  to  express  my 
deep  conviction  of  the  application  of  such  observations  to 
myself;  and  to  assure  them  that  any  iittio  zeal  and  activity 
which  I  may  have  heretofore  discovered,  sprang  from  no  inte- 
rested motive,  and  must  not  weigh  a  feather  in  the  acalo  of 
appointment.  I  besought  them  to  look  abroad,  and  select  men 
calculated  to  give  you  efficient  co-operation,  and  to  have  weight 
with  future  legislatures.  They  have  thought  proper,  notwith- 
standing, to  put  General  Cocke  and  myself  on  the  list.  I 
mded,  very  earnestly,  the  appomtment  of  Mr,  Johnson. 
11 
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Indeed,  situated  as  I  was,  it  was  a  subject  in  vihicb  I  did  uot 
wish  to  interfere ;  but  as  I  was  consulted,  in  regard  to  the 
Valley,  I  ui'ged  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Johnson  as  a  point  of 
importance.  He  haa  treated  your  name  with  great  respect  and 
deference  throughout  our  contests  for  the  site ;  and  that  ques- 
tion being  determined,  he  will  go  with  jou  in  future.  No  man 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Ridge  could  have  as  much  influence  in 
breaking  down  future  opposition  from  that  quarter  of  the  State. 
I  was  consulted  as  to  the  quarter  of  Winchester,  and  recom- 
mended Tucker,  Carr,  Hoomes,  &c.  &c.  They  were  all  inad- 
missible; every  distinguished  character  in  that  part  of  the 
State  was  objected  to,  either  as  holding  the  ofBce  .of  judge,  or 
as  being  a  member  of  Congress,  or  upon  some  other  ground. 
The  policy  of  the  Executive  differed  in  some  degree  from  that 
which  I  was  told  you  preferred;  which  was,  to  select  the  Vis- 
itors from  the  neighboring  counties.  They  preferred  to  take  a 
majority  from  tho  vicinity,  and  the  rest  from  a  distance.  Gen. 
Taylor  will  scarcely  accept  the  appointment.  *  «  s- 
*********  'j^he  last 

Monday  in  March  is  fixed  on  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  Vis- 
itors. I  hope  it  win  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  come  to  any 
intermediate  meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  Central  College, 
as  I  should  fear  tho  eff'octs  of  tho  keen  air  of  the  mountains  at 
an  earlier  period  than  the  latter  part  of  March.  My  health  is 
greatly  improved,  and  tho  only  thing  now  neccasary  to  my 
entire  re-establishment,  is  to  avoid  the  oxpoDure  of  my  lungs 
to  keen  air  or  unusual  exertion.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  a 
report  has  prevailed  in  tho  circle  of  the  members  that  I  was  to 
go  to  Europe  in  pursuit  of  professors ;  inasmuch  as  it  will  en- 
able my  opponents  to  ascribe  to  me  personal  views,  and  to 
injure  mo  with  illiterate  men,  who  are  as  ignorant  of  my  real 
motives  on  this  occasion  as  they  are  of  the  nature  and  respon- 
sibility of  the  agency  in  question.  To  one  or  two  of  my 
friends,  I  shall  state  the  substance  of  the  communications  that 
passed  between  you  and  myself  in  regard  to  this  subject.  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  consider  this  proposition  again,  inas- 
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mneli  as  the  deficiency  of  the  appropriation  will  necessarily 
defer  any  such  measure  for  tlie  present.  Viewing  the  whole 
ground,  I  consider  it  good  policy  to  employ  all  the  fuads  for 
some  time  in  building,  and  not  to  put  the  institution  into  ope- 
ration till  sufficient  aiTangementa  shall  have  been  made  for  a 
brilliant  commencement.  Suffice  it  to  say,  for  the  present, 
that  the  appointment  I  now  hold,  I  regard  as  the  highest  honor 
ever  conferred  on  nae,  and  that  I  shall  look  far  around  for  the 
means  of  duly  fulfilling  the  duties  it  imposes.  But  in  this 
pursuit,  I  shall  look  up  to  you  as  my  principal  guide  and  sup- 
port. My  fervent  vrishcs  for  the  entire  restoration  and  long 
continuance  of  your  health  continue  invariable. 
Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  preceding  letter,  I  have  conversed 
with  another  friend,  and  from  the  representations  made  by 
him,  I  am  induced  to  doubt  whether  the  wicked  conatmction 
stated  above  to  have  been  placed  upon  my  conduct  extends  to 
many  persons.  In  the  heat  of  the  eonfiict,  aspersions  were 
thrown  out  on  both  ^ides  Ttnte  dissipates  these  mists  of  pre- 
judice; and  upon  this  subject*  I  now  feel  relieved. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  OliLStcifield,  thinks  the  Ilouse  of  Delegates 
will  not  consent  to  lepeal  the  additional  $20,000  appropriated 
lor  the  education  of  the  poor.  Even  should  this  temper  con- 
tinue, the  appropriation  for  the  University  will  not  be  endan- 
gered, as  it  may  be  drawn  at  any  time  of  the  year. 

It  ia  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  friends  of  the  Univer- 
sity to  procure  the  election  of  able  and  libera!  men  to  the  next 
Assembly.  Gen.  Tucker  will  be  a  valuable  accession  to  the 
Senate. 
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T,    J.    TO    J.    C.    C, 

MoBTioiSLLO,  February  19,  1819. 
Dear  Sie, — Your  favor  of  the  15th  was  received  yesterday. 
The  appointment  of  Visitors  of  the  University  is  entirely  un- 
exceptionable to  me ;  the  only  fear  is,  that  the  distance  of 
Gen.  Breckenridge  and  Mr,  Taylor  will  render  their  attend- 
ance uncertain.  I  sliould  have  been  sorry  indeed,  if  either 
yourself  or  Gen.  Cocke  had  been  left  out.  The  lateness  of 
the  day  (March  29)  appointed  for  their  first  meeting  renders 
that  of  the  present  set  immediately  necessary,  as  wo  should 
otherwise  lose  the  chance  of  employing  workmen,  and  conse- 
quently lose  a  year  in  our  preparation.  I  think,  with  you, 
that  we  must,  apply  all  our  funds  to  building,  for  the  present 
year,  and  not  open  the  institution  until  we  can  do  it  with  that 
degree  of  splendor  necessary  to  give  it  a  prominent  character; 
consequently,  that  we  must  defer  fho  mission  for  professors  to 
another  year.  I  never  mentioned  that  subject  but  to  General 
Cocke,  and  that  with  a  view  only  of  his  mentioning  it  to  you. 
I  have  requested  a  meeting  of  the  Visitors,  at  Mr.  Madison's, 
on  Friday  next,  where  I  wish  it  were  possible  for  you  to  meet 
us,  although  not  if  it  will  jeopardise  your  health.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  determine  at  once  what  buildings  we  can  undertake 
this  season,  and  to  engage  undertakers.  I  believe  the  extent 
to  which  our  funds  will  permit  us  to  go  will  be  to  two  pavil- 
lions,  in  addition  to  tho  two  we  have,  one  boarding-house,  and 
twenty  or  thirty  more  dormitories.  Our  engagements  with 
Dr.  Cooper  *  oblige  us  to  receive  him,  and  I  shall  propose  to 
let  an  uahcr  of  our  nomination,  and  under  our  patronage,  open 
a  grammar  school  for  the  Junior  classes  in  Charlottesville,  on 
his  own  account  altogether,  receiving  nothing  from  the  college, 
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In  that  case,  Oooper  may  take  the  highest  or  the  highof 
classes  only,  and  may  opea  hia  law  school.  So  far,  I  think 
we  can  begin  in  May. 

Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Tn:  Jeffeeson. 

Mr.  Caldl. 


J.    0.   C.   TO   T.    J. 

Richmond,  22d  February,  1819. 
Dear  Siii, — Your  favor  of  19th  has  this  moment  arrived. 
I  am  sorry  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  attend  the  meeting  at 
Mr,  Madison's,  on  Friday.  In  the  present  state  of  the  roads, 
and  with  such  eymptome  as  I  have  lately  experienced,  it  would 
be  improper  in  me  to  undertake  the  journey,  I  hope  you  ivill 
be  able  to  secure  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Watson  and  General 
Cocke;  and  even  if  you  should  not,  I  am  pretty  confident  that 
what  the  members  present  may  agree  upon  will  receive  the 
sanction  of  future  meetings.  Yon  speak  of  our  engagements 
with  Doctor  Cooper.  I  did  not  know  that  any  engagements 
existed.  The  last  information  I  received  on  this  subject  was 
either  from  Gen.  Cocke  or  Col.  Coles,  during  my  illness  last 
fall,  I  was  then  told  that  you  had  been  under  the  impression 
that  Doctor  Cooper  had  laid  himself  under  an  obligation  to 
come  to  the  Central  College;  but  that  he  had  written  you  a 
letter  from  Prodericksburg,  apprising  you  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider himself  bound  in  any  way  whatsoever,  I  confess  I  was 
not  mortified  at  the  occurrence ;  for  whilst  Dr.  Cooper's  talents 
and  acquiremeniB  are  unquestioned,  I  find  the  impression  very 
general,,  that  either  in  point  of  manners,  habits,  or  .character, 
he  is  defective.  He  certainly  is  rather  unpopular  in  the  on- 
lightened  part  of  society.  This  may  be  because  he  is  not  aa 
well  known  to  the  world  as  he  is  to  you  and  Mr.  Madison. 
The  fact,  however,  is  worthy  of  notice.     A  motion  was  made 
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a  fow  days  ago,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  additional  appropriation 
of  $20,000  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  and  leave  waa 
refused  by  a  majority  of  ten,  I  mention  this  to  show  you  what 
difGcultiea  lie  in  the  way  of  getting  adequate  funds,  I  cannot 
think  that  the  nest  General  Assembly,  prepared  as  it  may  be 
by  the  press,  will  refuse  to  correct  this  false  step  in  our  pro- 
ceedings. But  rest  assured  that  this  House  of  Delegates 
would  sooner  repeal  the  provision  for  the  University  than  any 
part  of  that  made  for  the  poor.  And  there  will  probably  be 
some  struggle  on  this  subject  next  winter.  This  furnishes  with 
me  a  strong  reason  not  only  to  lay  out  all  tbe  money  at  pre- 
sent in  building,  but  convinces  me  of  the  importance  of  rather 
keeping  the  houses  empty  till  a  suiEcient  number  can  be  got 
into  a  state  of  readiness  to  receive  some  half  dozen  eminent 
professors,  than  to  fill  tliem  successively  as  they  are  finished, 
with  perhaps  here  and  there  a  man  obnosious  to  public  preju- 
dice. If  Doctor  Cooper  comes,  let  him  come  unaccompanied 
by  other  professors.  But  if  he  is  to  come  alone,  permit  me  to 
recommend  that  no  final  decision  to  that  effect  shall  be  taken 
till  the  meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  University,  when  Gen- 
erals Taylor  and  Breckenridge  may  be  fully  informed  of  the 
reasons  for  and  against  the  appointment,  and  thuir  acquiescence 
previousli/  secured.  I  have  spoken  with  Mr,  Johnson  on  this 
point.  He,  like  myself,  has  the  highest  opinion  of  the  abilities 
of  Doctor  Cooper;  but  he  considers  the  appointment  one  of 
great  delicacy  and  importance,  and  thinks  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble to  pause,  in  the  manner,  and  for  the  reasons,  I  have  stated. 
I  have  devoted  two  winters  and  one  summer  of  my  life  to  the 
most  sincere  co-operation  with  you  in  getting  this  measure 
through  the  Assembly.  I  think  I  am  well  apprised  of  the 
stato  of  the  public  mind;  and,  believe  mo,  the  contest  is  not 
over.  The  very  same  interests  and  prejudices  which  arrayed 
themselves  against  the  location  at  Charlottesville,  will  continue 
to  assail  that  establishment.  They  will  seize  upon  every  occa- 
eioQj  and  avail  themselves  of  every  pretext,  to  keep  it  down. 
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On  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
$20,000,  these  interests  were  visible  in  the  opposition.  I  write 
you  in  haste,  as  the  mail  ia  about  to  leave  town.  Perhaps  I 
may  have  taken  up  erroneons  views;  but  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  state  them.  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  present  my  respect- 
ful compliments  to  Mr.  Madison  and  other  gentlemen  present 
at  the  meeting,  and  to  assign  the  causes  for  my  absence. 
Fidthfully  yours. 


Joseph  C.  Caeeij.. 


Mr.  Jeffsrs 


Lo,  March  3,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — On  my  return  yesterday  from  our  visitorial 
call,  I  found  here  your  favor  of  Febraary  22,  and  I  now  en- 
close you  a  copy  of  our  proceedings,  with  the  request  of  our 
colleagues  to  lay  them  before  the  Oovernor  and  Council ;  for 
although  their  assent  is  not  by  the  law  necessai-y  to  give  them 
validity,  yet  they  have  a  right  to  negative,  which  makes  it  a 
duty  to  communicate  them,  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  exercise  it  if  they  disapproved  any  of  the  proceedings.  I 
am  sorry  to  learn  that  the  continuance  of  the  patronage  of  the 
Legislature  is  doubtful ;  but  we  should  go  on  in  our  duty,  and 
hope  the  same  from  them,  or  leave  on  them  the  blame  of 
failure.  Accordingly  you  will  see  that  we  have  adopted  your 
idea  of  applying  our  funds  to  preparing  building,  except  so 
far  as  current  services  and  actual  engagements  require.  On 
the  subject  of  engagements,  I  must  quote  a  passage  in  your 
letter  to  me,  to  wit :  "  you  speak  of  our  engagements  with  Pr. 
Cooper.  I  did  not  know  that  any  engagements  existed."  In 
answer  to  this,  I  have  made  transcripts  from  our  journals, 
which  I  now  enclose,  and  which  you  vrill  recollect  the  more 
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satisfactorily,  as  the  original  ia  in  your  own  hand  writing.     To 
this  I  must  add  some  facts. 

After  the  resolutions  of  the  7th  and  8tli  of  October,  1817, 
which  had  the  approbation  unanimously  of  the  whole  of  the  six 
visitors,  on  learning  that  Cooper  had  a  prospect  of  the  Chemi- 
cal chair  in  Philadelphia,  worth  $7,000  a  year,  we  voluntarily 
wrote  to  let  him  know  he  might  suspend  his  acceptance  of  our 
appointment  until  a  decision  of  the  Philadelphia  election;  and 
if  he  failed  to  be  elected,  we  should  hope  his  acceptance  here. 
He  failed  in  that,  but  they  proposed  to  establish  a  new  chair, 
to  keep  him  there.  In  this  state  of  things,  we  came  to  the 
resolution  of  May  11  of  the  last  year  1818 ;  by  which  it 
appears  we  considered  an  appointment  of  bira  as  still  obligatory 
on  us.  At  the  same  time,  New  York  was  offering  him  a  salary 
of  $2,500  a  year,  besides  tuition  fees,  to  accept  a  professor- 
ship there,  I  saw  the  letter  from  Governor  Clinton,  making 
this  offer.  But  his  inclinations  being  for  this  place,  next  to 
Philadelphia,  he  came  on  in  October  to  see  the  place,  the 
country,  &c.,  and  then  stated  to  me  in  writing  what  he  should 
expect.  By  this  time  the  expectation  that  the  Legislature 
would  adopt  the  College  for  the  University,  had  induced  us  to 
enlarge  our  scale,  to  purchase  more  lands,  make  our  buildings 
larger,  &c.,  so  that  if  that  hope  failed,  it  was  doubtful  whether 
the  state  in  which  our  funds  would  be  left,  would  not  make  it 
desirable  to  he  off  with  Dr.  Cooper.  In  answering  hia  paper, 
therefore,  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  premise  to 
the  articles  agreed  to,  that  they  were  to  be  considered  by  him 
as  fov\nded  on  the  hypothesis  of  the  Legislature's  adopting  our 
institution,  and  entitling  us  consequently  to  the  additional 
funds  of  §15,000  a  year.  I  considered  his  not  replying  to 
this  paper  as  evidence  of  a  tacit  acceptance,  and  so  spoke  of  it 
to  Mr.  Correa,  although  assuredly  he  bad  not,  by  word  or 
writing,  signified  an  acceptance.  Learning  this  on  the  journey 
from  Correa,  he  immediately  wrote  back  to  correct  mc,  and 
said  he  had  supposed  he  was  to  hold  the  thing  under  advise- 
ment until  the  legislative  decision  should  be  known,  and  in  the 
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mean  time  to  weigh  our  propositions  with  others ;  for,  besides 
that  of  New  York,  he  hsA  a  most  liberal  offer  from  New 
Orleans.  As  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  first  vote  of  our  Legisla- 
ture on  the  site  of  the  University,  carried  by  so  large  a  ma- 
jority, I  informed  Cooper  of  it,  and  that  as  soon  after  the 
passage  of  the  law  as  a  meeting  of  the  visitors  could  be  pro- 
cured, I  would  write  to  him  finally,  and  request  his  decision, 
and  expect  him,  if  he  accepted,  to  come  on  in  early  spring. 
From  all  this  it  appears  to  me  that  we  are  bound,  not  only  in 
consistency  and  reputation,  but  in  law,  if  Dr.  Cooper  accepts 
our  propcffiitions.  And  why  should  wo  wish  otherwise  ?  Cooper 
is  acknowl edged  by  every  enlightened  man  who  knows  him,  to 
be  the  greatest  man  in  America,  in  the  poVera  of  mind,  and  in 
acquired  information ;  and  that,  without  a  single  exception.  I 
understand,  indeed,  that  a  rumor  unfavorable  to  his  habits, 
has  been  afloat,  in  some  places,  but  never  heard  of  a  single 
man  who  undertook  to  charge  him  with  either  present  or  late 
intemperance ;  and  I  think  rumor  is  fairly  outweighed  by  the 
counter- evidence  of  the  groat  desire  shown  at  William  &  Mary 
to  get  him,  that  sho^yn  by  the  enlightened  men  of  Philadel- 
phia to  retain  him  *  «  *  *  a-  *  *  *^  tjja  anxiety  of  New 
York  to  get  him,  that  of  Correa  to  place  him  here,  who  is  in 
constant  intercourse  with  him,  the  evidence  I  received  in  hifl 
visit  here,  that  the  state  of  his  health  permitted  him  to  eat 
nothing  but  vegetables,  and  drink  nothing  but  water,  his  dec- 
larations to  me  at  table,  that  ho  dared  not  to  drink  ale  or 
cider,  or  a  single  glass  of  wine,  and  this  in  the  presence  of 
Correa,  who,  if  there  had  been  hypocrisy  in  it,  would  not  have 
failed  to  tell  me  so. 

The  College  is  in  distress  for  $1,500.  The  visitors  have 
authorized  Mr.  Garrett  to  receive  that  sura  from  the  treasury, 
but  we  must  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  pave  the  way  for  it,  and 
to  learn  when  we  may  draw  on  that  fund  for  moneys,  on 
whom,  and  by  whom,  the  drafts  must  be  made. 
Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Th:  Jbiterbon. 

Mr.  CabcU. 
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Will  you  bo  BO  good  as  to  have  the  enclosed  inserted  imme- 
diately in  the  Enquirer,  and  to  place  the  expense  to  account  of 
your  next  instalment  ? 

Affectionate  salutations. 

MoNTiCBLio,  March  6,  1819. 


Richmond,  8t]i  Mardi,  1819. 
Bear  Sie,~I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  since  I  last 
wrote  you,  the  Legislature  has  repealed  the  additional  appro- 
priation of  $20,000  to  the  education  of  the  poor.  Tho  ques- 
tion came  up  again  by  an  amendment  in  the  Senate  to  the 
revised  bill  respecting  the  literary  fund ;  it  passed  the  Senate 
unanimously,  and  the  House  of  Delegates  hy  a  majority  of 
eighteen.  We  are  thus  happily  extricated  from  an  awkward 
dilemma ;  and  an  obstacle  to  further  improvement  in  future  is 
removed.  This  retrogi-ado  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Leg- 
islature, tends  to  show  the  probability  of  a  mistake  on  my  part 
as  to  the  future  patronage  of  the  State ;  and  I  would  wish  the 
statement  in  my  last  letter  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  hos-- 
tility  of  rival  interests  to  be  understoo(3  with  an  exception  of 
Mr.  Johnson.  The  whole  income  of  the  literary  fund  being 
now  appropriated,  it  is  questionable  how  any  good  disposition 
of  the  people  towards  the  University  may  hereafter  be  made 
available.  New  funds  will  scarcely  be  created.  In  revolving 
the  subject  in  my  mind,  I  have  thought  of  an  expedient  for 
the  next  session.  If  the  whole  of  the  balance  due  from  the 
general  government  should  not  be  discharged  in  the  course  of 
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this  jear,  perhaps  it  might  bo  practicable  to  obtain  a  donation 
out  of  that  balance,  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  the  insti- 
tution. 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  1st  instant,  and  hastened  to 
fulfill  your  instructions.  The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at 
Mr,  Madison's  have  been  laid  before  the  Grovernor  and  Council, 
and  have  been  approved  by  them.  I  have  conversed  with  the 
Governor  and  Treasurer  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  literary 
fund,  and  the  persons  on  whom  and  by  whom  drafts  are  to  be 
made.  The  fund  is  overflowing ;  and  were  it  desired,  the 
whole  annuity  of  the  University  might  be  called  for  at  this 
time.  I  am  authorized  to  say,  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
at  Mr.  Madison's  being  in  possession  of  the  Executive,  a  draft 
from  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Q-arrett,  for  $1500,  would  be  honored 
by  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund.  The 
regular  corn-so  would  be  for  the  Visitors  to  draw  on  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors ;  and  for  those  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer. 
If  the  ViBitori  thmk  proper,  they  may  continue  to  delegate 
their  powei  m  this  i  expect  to  their  Treasurer. 

My  last  lettei  to  you  was  written  under  considerable  pain, 
(arising  fiom  an  eiuption  on  my  side,)  and  I  wrote  more  con- 
cisely, and  poihips  abruptly,  than  I  should  have  written  in  a 
different  situation.  I  had,  by  no  means,  forgotten  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Visitors  of  the  Central  College,  as  stated  in 
the  copy  of  the  record  which  you  have  had  the  kindness  to 
send  me.  You  will  recollect,  that  I  was  prevented  by  a  severe 
spell  of  sickness  from  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Visitors 
last  fall,  and  I  can  assure  you  I  was  entirely  ignorant,  till  the 
receipt  of  your  favor  of  Ist  instant,  of  the  nature  of  the  com- 
munications between  yourself  and  Dr.  Cooper,  about  that  time. 
I  not  only  did  not  know  of  any  new  engagements  with  that 
gentleman,  but  had  been  led  to  believe  that  the  obligations 
under  which  he  had  had  it  in  his  power  to  place  us  by  the 
acceptance  of  our  proposals  of  former  dates,  had  been  dis- 
solved by  a  course  of  conduct  on  his  part,  with  which  you  were 
by  no  means  satisfied.     My  information  was  derived  from  Col. 
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Coles  or  Gen.  Cocfee,  bnt  to  the  beet  of  my  recollection  from 
the  former,  during  my  illness  lust  fall.  I  was  told  that  Dr. 
Cooper's  letter,  from  Fretlericksburg,  was  not  satisfactory  to 
you ;  that  you  were  so  disgusted  you  would  not  answer  it,  and 
that  jour  engagements  with  him  were  at  an  end.  Hence,  I 
observed,  "I  did  not  know  that  any  engagements  existed." 
A3  you  must  have  been  misiinderstood  by  that  one  of  these 
two  friends  who  gave  mo  this  information ;  or,  if  not  misun- 
derstood, as  you  must  have  been  subsequently  satisfied  by 
other  communications  from  Dr.  Cooper,  the  statement  of  these 
circumstances  is  not  made  with  any  other  view  than  to  account 
to  you  for  what  must  appear  to  you  a  strange  in  consistency  or 
want  of  recollection  on  my  part, 

I  am  sure  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  refniest  you  to  eon-v 
sider  every  thing  I  say  upon  this  or  any  other  matter  touching 
the  University,  as  proceeding  from  a  friend  anxiously  disposed 
to  serve  you  personally,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
institution. 

May  it  not  be  questioned  whether  the  Visitors  of  the  Central 
College  possessed  the  power  to  enter  into  engagements  with 
Dr.  Cooper,  which  would  be  obligatory  on  the  Visitors  of  the 
University.  If  they  possessed  the  power,  would  not  the  policy 
of  exercising  it  be  somewhat  doubtful  ?  In  common  witli  the 
other  friends  of  the  Central  College,  I  censured  very  freely 
that  part  of  the  proposed  donation  from  Lexington,  which 
subjected  us  to  the  necessity  of  providing  for  their  professors. 

As  I  shall  probably  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
you  before  the  meeting  of  the  Visitors,  I  will  not  now  trouble 
you  with  unnecessary  remarks  on  this  subject.  A  course  may 
be  taken,  which  will  preserve  essentially  your  engagements 
with  Dr.  Cooper,  and  guard  against  the  injurious  consequences 
of  the  prejudices  existing  against  him. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefersm. 
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J.  C.  0.  TO   T.  J. 

Senate  Cqahbee,  Mwnli  12tb,  1819. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  note  of  the  6th  instaEt,  by  Mr.  Garrett, 
covering  the  advertiaement  for  workmen  for  the  University, 
haa  been  received,  I  walked  immediately  to  the  office  of  the 
Enquirer,  and  had  the  advertisement  inserted  in  that  paper, 
where  I  shall  cause  it  to  be  continued  for  some  successive 
papers.  I  have  introduced  Mr.  Garrett  to  the  Governor,  who 
will  have  a  meeting  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Literary  T'und  to-morrow  ;  at  which  I  have  no  doubt  his  draft 
for  the  $1,500  will  be  honored.  The  Auditor  has  promised 
me  that  he  will  have  no  objection  to  the  execution  of  the  in- 
demnifying bond,  in  the  case  of  the  certificate  in  the  county 
of  Albemarle,  so  aa  save  the  necessity  of  a  visit  to  this  place 
by  the  Proctor  of  the  College.  I  have  seen  Colonel  Nicholas 
respecting  Mr.  Broebenbrough'a  being  employed  as  Proctor  ; 
and  he  and  Mr,  Garrett  are  now  communicating  on  that  part 
of  the  business.  From  every  thing  I  can  learn  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Brookenbrough,  it  would  be  important  to  engage  him,  and 
as  any  salary  wo  could  give  a  Proctor  would  not  secure  his 
services,  neither  Mr.  Johnson  nor  myself,  as  at  present  ad- 
vised, see  any  impropriety  in  combining  for  that  object,  the 
appointment  of  Proctor  with  that  of  undertaker  of  the  wooden 
part  of  the  buildings.  I  have  had  an  application  from  a  Mr. 
Montcarrcl,  of  this  place,  for  some  station  in  the  University 
as  a  teacher  of  the  French  language,  I  have  informed  him 
that  the  institution  will  not  go  into  operation  for  at  least  a 
year  to  come;  md  m  the  meantime,  I  shall  have  it  in  my 
power  to  procure  mfoimttion  for  him.  We  rise  this  evening 
or  in  the  morning  I  cball  go  on  a  visit,  with  Mra.  Cabell,  to 
some  of  her  relition^  m  Alexandria,  and  shall  certainly  be 
with  you  on  29th  One  alight  attack  of  blood- spitting,  after 
a  long  speech,  excepted,  the  symptoms  in  my  breast  have  not 
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renrned,  since  I  last  meiitionod  tlie  subject  of  my  health ;  and 
I  am  relieved  from  serious  apprchensious,  and  the  symptoms 
that  produced  them.     It  gratifies  myself  and  all  your  friends 
exceedingly  to  hear  of  your  recovery. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

JosEpn  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  J^ermn. 


XOVII. 

[The  plan  of  the  Univermty  has  often  beeii  subjected  to  oriUcism,  both  by 
the  Virginia  public  and  traveling  Tisitora.  The  following  letter  will  ehew,  that 
in  the  view  of  eonie  of  tlie  colleagues  of  Mr.  J.,  it  lay  open  to  objection  in 
eertwn  particulars.  For  eoma  of  these  aeknowledged  defects,  howevec,  Mr. 
J.  was  not  wholly  reaponsibla ;  as  a  more  eligible  site  wbioh  he  had  once 
hoped  to  procure,  and  which  ^ould  have  admitted  a  better  aspect  and  more 
economical  constmotion,  was  lost  to  the  public  thtoogh  the  political  prejudice 
of  the  owner  against  himself.  Mr.  Cabell  was  wont  to  relate  several  pleasant 
anecdotes — better  snited  to  a  social  circle  than  to  a  permanent  record  here — 
relative  to  the  dissent  of  the  other  Visitors,  not  only  from  the  plan  of  the 
buildings,  bHt  other  novel  and  cherished  ideaa  of  the  author;  io  the  roapeotflil 
manner  in  which  their  counter-opinions  were  conveyed  to  the  Yenorable  rector, 
and  to  the  adroitness  TTith  which  they  were  met.  Their  motives  for  general 
acquiescence  are  well  stated  by  his  biographer,  Mr.  Tucker.  Thongh  every 
essential  part  of  the  establishment  required  the  sanction  of  tho  Board  of 
Visitors,  yet,  on  almost  all  occasions,  they  yielded  to  his  views,  partly  from  the 
unaffected  defereoce  which  most  of  the  Board  had  for  his  judgment  and  expe- 
rience, and  partly  for  the  reason  often  nrged  by  Mr.  Madison,  that  aa  tht 
scheme  was  originally  Mr.  Jejfersort's,  and  Ihe  chief  reepojuibility  fir  its  euccese  or 
failure  tumild  fall  on  him,  ii  was  but  fair  to  Ul  him  execute  it  in  his  men  way." 
They  doubted,  also,  concerning  one  or  more  foatnrea  of  its  organization,  and 
certain  principles  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  conduct  its  government.  These 
they  knew  wonld  be  tested  by  time  and  trial,  and  errors,  irlien  raanifeated, 
Dould  be  corrected  by  tieir  successors.] 

J.   0.   0.   TO   T.   J. 

Richmond,  17th  April,  1819. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Erockenbrough  left  this  for  Gen.  Cocke's 
yesterday  morning.     It  seems  ho  cannot  estaWish  at  the  Uni- 
versity until  1st  August ;  yet,  I  hope  you  may  be  disposed  to 
engage  him,  as  I  think  he  will  be  a  source  of  great  comfort 
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and  relief  to  you.  I  have  reflected  a  good  deal  > 
connected  with  the  University  since  i 
thoughts  have  oeeurred  to  me  which  I  beg  leave  to  communi- 
cate to  you  with  the  freedom  of  a  friend.  The  plan  of  pavil- 
ions and  dormitories  along  the  areti  of  the  University  will  be 
beautiful  and  magnificent,  and  unlike  anything  which  I  have 
seen  in  Europe  or  America.  The  continuation  of  the  same 
style  of  architecture 'till  the  two  sides  of  the  area  shall  have 
boon  filled  up,  will  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course.  Bu.t  permit 
me  to  suggest  a  doubt  whether  the  plan  of  pavilions  and  dor- 
mitories should  not  be  confined  to  the  area,  and  some  other 
styles  adopted  for  the  hotels  and  back  ranges.  The  dormito- 
ries, though  extremely  beautiful,  are  liable  to  some  objections 
in  point  of  convenience.  With  an  Eastern  and  Western  as- 
pect, with  a  single  window  in  each,  and  with  flat  roofs,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  they  will  be  very  warm  in  summer  ;  and  with 
a  contiguous  public  passage,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the 
students  will  be  less  retired  from  noise  and  other  interruptions 
than  might  be  desired.  For  these  reasons,  I  should  be  disposed 
to  depart  from  that  mode  of  building,  with  reapoet  to  the 
hotels  and  back  ranges.  In  regard  to  flat  roofs,  on  the  plan 
now  pursued,  it  seems  to  be  much  doubted,  whether  they  will 
not  leak,  and  require  renewal  in  the  course  of  six  years.  This 
seems  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion  of  the  best  workmen  in  the 
country.  With  respect  to  the  lecturing  rooms  in  the  pavilions, 
permit  me  to  ask  whether  a  more  spacious  plan  would  not  bo 
advisable  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  buildings  ?  Some 
of  the  Professors  will  probably  not  have  crowded  classes,  and 
these  might  have  the  uso  of  the  halls  now  finished,  or  in  state 
of  preparation.  But  many  of  the  Professors  will,  in  all  pro- 
bability, have  very  numerous  attendants;  and  the  idea  of 
repeating  the  same  lecture,  to  tho  residue  of  a  large  class, 
would  be  very  disagreeable  to  a  man  who  woulc'i  ascribe  the 
necessity  of  doing  so  to  a  supposed  defect  in  tho  structure  of 
the  pavilions.  It  occurred  to  me,  at  one  time,  that  the  lec- 
turing halls  in  the  pavilions  should  be  constructed  on  the  model 
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of  the  Greek  and  Roman  tbeatres  and  amphi-theatrea,  which 
has  been  adopted  since  the  revolution  in  France ;  but  as  this 
wonM  deprive  the  Professors  and  their  families  of  the  use  of 
them  at  other  hours  than  those  of  lecturing,  and  as  it  might 
produce  too  considerable  a  departure  from  the  plan  now  adopted, 
I  presume  it  would  be  most  advisable  merely  to  enlarge  the 
halls.  In  the  lapse  of  years,  it  may  be  proper  to  resign  the 
pavilions  entirely  to  the  accommodation  of  the  Professors,  and 
to  provide  lecturing  rooms  in  separate  buildings.*  I  was  ox- 
tremly  happy  to  be  informed,  by  Gen.  Cocke,  that  yoa  had 
annexed  the  gardens  to  the  baek-yards  of  the  parilions.  In 
the  suggestions  I  have  now  ventured  to  malie,  I  am  mainly 
governed  by  the  wish  to  remove  every  possible  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  the  further  patronage  of  the  Assembly.  Whilst  I 
think  the  Visitors  should  bo  guarded  in  communicating  to  the 
public  any  little  differences  of  opinion  which  now  and  then  may 
occur  among  them,  so  as  to  prevent  unfounded  inferences  from 
being  deduced,  I  am  of  opinion  that  each  individual  should 
think  and  speak  freely  bis  impressions  upon  every  point ;  and 
I  am  well  persuaded  that  a  contrary  course  ought  and  would 
be  regarded  by  you  as  uncandid  and  unfriendly. 

I  have  heard,  with  great  concern,  of  the  accidental  fire 
which  lately  occurred  at  Monticello,  and  of  the  injury  which 
yoa  are  said  to  have  sustained.  That  your  health  may  be 
soon  entirely  restored,  and  that  you  may  long  enjoy  every 
earthly  good  its  the  continued  and  unceasing  prayer  of 
Your  faithful  friend, 

Joseph  C.  Cabkll. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 

*Tliia  suggestion  was  ciivricd  out  eitliPr  ou  the  opening  of  the  mBtUiition, 
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XCVIII. 

J.  C.  0.  TO    1.  J. 

Bebmo,  2d  NoTember,  1819. 
Ddar  Sir, — Being  now  at  this  place,  on  my  way  to  the 
lower  country,  I  avail  mysolf  of  tho  opportunity  by  Mr,  Neil- 
son  to  return  the  plan  of  your  house  in  Bedford,  for  the  use  of 
which  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks.  I  admire  it 
very  much.  But  the  want  of  suitable  instrumenta,  and  con- 
tinued indisposition  almost  ever  since  I  left  Monticello,  have 
prevented  mo  from  taking  a  CQpy.  It  is  not,  however,  impor- 
tant at  this  time,  that  I  should  have  the  plan  in  my  poaaession 
to  study  or  to  imitate.  The  wish  which  I  felt  so  ardently  to 
move  into  your  neighborhood,  and  that  of  the  University,  can- 
not now  be  indulged.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is,  at  this 
time,  any  opening  for  me  to  get  into  that  neighborhood,  with 
the  advantages  of  soil  and  position  which  I  should  desire.* 
Nor  could  I  sell  either  of  my  estates  in  the  present  state  of 
the  country,  but  at  a  sacrifice  which  even  prodigality  would 
condemn.  And  the  stock  of  money  in  band,  on  which  I 
counted  when  I  left  Monticello,  as  a  fund  to  begin  upon,  I 
now  find  must  be  loaned  to  a  friend  to  prevent  the  sacrifice  of 
his  property.  I  must,  therefore,  postpone  any  change  of  my 
situation  at  this  time,  and  make  such  additions  to  my  estab- 
lishment at  Warminster  as  will  not  materially  affect  its  sale  in 
future,  and  are  demanded  by  present  convenience. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  of  the  severe  attack  of  illness 
you  have  had  since  the  meeting  of  the  Visitors ;  and  I  earnestly 
hope  it  may  wear  off  without  any  injury  to  your  constitution. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  youre, 

Joseph  0.  Cabbli.. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 

*  Mr.  C.  had  oiioe  contemplated  a  change  of  residence  and  ramovitl  to  Albe- 
marle, that  ho  might  be  in  the  neigliborliood  of  his  friend  CoL  Coles,  aa  also  of 
Mr.  J.,  0  Bcliome  in  whioli  both  of  those  gentlemen  had  manifCBtod  a  friendly 
interest.  The  seyeraf  negotjations,  hoTfOvor,  conducted  bj  others  on  Mr.  C.'s 
Ijehilf,  had  failed  isitli  the  proprietors  of  more  than  one  estate,  much  to  Lis 
regret 

12 
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MoKTicELio,  January  23,  1820. 

Deae  Sir, — I  send  you  the  enclosed  as  an  exhibit  to  our 
enemies,  as  well  as  friends.  Kentucky,  our  daughter,  planted 
since  Virginia,  was  a  distinguished  State,  has  an  University, 
with  fourteen  professors  and  upwards  of  200  students;  while 
we,  with  a  fund  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  ready  raised 
and  appropriated,  are  higgling  without  the  heart  to  let  it  go  to 
its  use.  If  our  Legislature  does  not  heartily  push  our  Uni- 
versity, we  must  send  our  children  for  education  to  Kentucky 
or  Camhridgc.  If,  however,  we  are  to  go  a  hogging  anywhere 
for  our  education,  I  would  rathei  it  should  he  to  Kentucky 
than  any  othei  State,  hccause  hhe  ha&  more  of  the  flavor  of 
the  old  cask  than  any  othi"!  All  the  States  but  our  own  are 
sensible  that  knowledge  is  po'ner  The  Missouri  question  is 
for  power.  The  eflort"  now  geneiilly  making  through  the 
States  to  advance  then  science,  is  foi  power,  while  we  are 
sinking  into  the  biibausm  of  oui  Indian  aborigines,  and  ex- 
pect, like  them,  to  oppose  by  ignoiance  the  nvei whelming  mass 
of  ligbt  and  science  hy  which  we  shall  he  surrounded.  It  is  a 
comfort  that  I  am  not  to  live  to  see  this. 

Our  exertions  in  building  this  last  year  have  amounted  to 
the  whole  of  the  public  annuity  of  this  year,  for  which,  there- 
fore, we  havo  been  obliged  to  draw  to  relieve  the  actual 
distresses  of  our  workmen;  and  the  subscriptions  come  in  slow 
and  grudgingly.  You  know  that  wo  are  to  pay  Doct.  Cooper 
^1,500  in  May,  and  his  family  will  depend  on  it  for  subsist- 
ence in  his  absence.  We  have  been  obhged,  therefore,  to  set 
apart,  as  our  only  sure  dependence,  six  particular  subscrip- 
tions, on  the  punctuality  of  which  we  can  depend,  to  wit: 
yours,  Mr.  Madison's,  Gen.  Cocke's,  Mr.  Divers',  John  Harris' 
and  mine,  which  exactly  make  up  the  money. 
Affectionately  yours, 

Th  :  Jeffbeson, 

Mr.  Cahdl 
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&timate  of  the  inoney  necesnary  to  finish  the  huildings  c 
University. 

Amount  necessary  to  finish  the  buildinga  already  com- 
menced, as  per  Proctor's  estimate,  page  23  of  the 
report  and  documents  respecting  the  University,  f38 

Amonnt  necessary  to  erect  the  buildinga  not  yet  com- 
menced, but  which  are  requisite  to  complete  the 
establiatmeiit,  as  per  the  aforesaid  page  23  of  the 
report,  58 


Total,  897,098  25 


Funds  estimated  by  the  Proctor  as  available  for  the 
pnrpose  of  carrying  on  the  buildings,  after  meeting 
sundry  engagements  specified  in  the  report;  the  pub- 
lic annuity  of  the  year  1820  having  been  included 
in  the  estimate. 

Deduct  amount  of  subscriptions  to  the  Central  College, 
included  in  the  Proctor's  estimate  of  funds,  the  whole 
or  the  greater  part  of  which  will  not  be  collected  in 
the  course  of  the  year  1820, 

Balance  of  available  funds. 

Balance  of  money  required,  after  deducting  the  afoi-e- 

said  amount  of  available  funds, 
Deduct  this  amount  on  account  of  supposed  collections 

from  the  subscribers  to  the  Central  College  in  the 

course  of  the  year  1820,' 
Amount  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  buildings 

at  the  University, 


Statement  of  the  amav/nt  of  mtlscriptions  to  the  College,  included  in 
the  Proctor's  estimate,  of  1st  October,  1819,  of  fands  available  in 
time  to  meet  the  exiinfiPS  of  larrying  on  the  buildings. 

Balance  of  1st  installment,  12,001  08 

Balance  of  2d  installment,  6,186  27 

Amount  of  3d  instillment,  due  April  1st,  1820,  11,0[(>  33 

Amount  of  "              •          due  April  1st,  1821,  11,016  33 


Total,  830,220  01 


Being  requested  to  state  my  impreasioas  as  to  the  probable  amount 

*  v<^<^aiftfa    In    t\\a    fiairaa  r\f  fliii    Tre-av    Ifi^ft    fin    af*finnTlt  nf  HllhflATin. 


of  receipts,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1820,  on  account  of  subscrip- 
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tions  to  the  Central  College,  I  declare  it  to  be  my  opinion,  founded  aa 
well  on  my  knowledge  of  the  mannei  in  which  the  subscription  moneys 
havo  heretofore  come  in,  as  on  what  is  generally  known  of  the  pressure 
of  tho  times,  that  not  more  than  $8,800  02  will  be  obtained  from  that 
quarter,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  University,  previous  to  the  lat  of 
January,  1821. 


Ilh  Fchrunry,  1820. 


AlEX'r  GrAKRETT, 

Bursar  of  the  Univerdiy  of  Virffin 


C. 


J.  C.  C,  TO    T,  J, 

RiciiraoND,  3d  February,  1820. 
Deae  Sib, — I  arrived  here  tlie  day  before  yesterday,  and 
found  your  favor  of  20tli  ult.  in  the  post-ofSce.  I'he  unfortu- 
nate and  long-eontinued  illness  of  my  wife,  kept  me  in  Wil- 
liamsburg till  the  lat  inst.  The  session  is  now  far  advanced ; 
but  I  hope  it  is  not  too  late  to  procure  a  further  endowment  of 
the  University.  The  lamentable  occurrence  in  the  treasury, 
increases  the  difficulties  wo  had  already  to  encounter.  Some 
enlightened  men  tell  me  there  is  no  prospect  of  success ;  and  I 
candidly  think  it  doubtful.  But  I  am  now  urging  the  subject 
in  every  quarter  where  I  think  I  can  be  useful.  Your  letter 
and  the  important  paper  it  contained,  I  took  the  liberty  to 
shew  to  most  of  the  members  at  the  Eagle,  this  morning ;  and 
I  found  a  good  disposition  on  the  subject.  I  am  sorry  there 
has  been  so  little  yet  done  in  regard  to  this  great  subject.  A 
detailed  report  from  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Lite- 
rary Fund  will  appear  in  a  few  days,  whereupon  propositions 
will  be  submitted  to  the  House  of  Delegates.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  shall  aee  the  friends  of  tho  measure.  You  may  expect 
to  hear  more  fully  from  me  hereafter.  I  write  now  merely  to 
inform  you  that  misfortunes  have  kept  me  in  Williamsburg  till 
the  1st  instant;  but  that  I  am  now  in  place,  and  engaged  on 
this  subject,  which  is  so  interesting  to  your  feelinge,     I  am 
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rejoiced  to  hear  of  your  good  health.  I  have  thought  it  unno- 
cessary  to  trouble  you  with  letters  heretofore,  becauao  our 
mutual  friend,  Col.  Randolph,  would  write  you  fully  on  every 
subject. 

In  haste,  I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


J,   C.   C.   TO   T.    J. 

EioiiMONn,  17th  Pebruarj,  1820. 
Dear  Sir, — The  result  of  all  my  enquiries  convinced  me 
that  the  only  course  left  us  was  to  aim  to  got  the  present  and 
future  surpluses  of  the  literary  fund,  and  to  amend  the  bill 
lying  on  the  table  of  the  Senate,  and  giving  the  counties  the 
right  of  drawing  out  their  arrears.  Mr.  Johnson  and  myself 
concerted  measures ;  anii,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Hay  in  the  de- 
hate,  carried  the  amendment  unanimously  through  the  Senate, 
save  one  vote  (Davidson's).  The  amendment  went  down  yes- 
terday morning,  and  was  laid  on  the  table,  with  the  concurrence 
of  our  friends.  It  was  understood  the  Committee  of  Schools 
and  Colleges  were  about  to  act  on  the  same  subject,  and  would 
give  ua  their  support.  They  met  yesterday,  when  Mr,  Bassett 
made  a  motion  to  give  William  &;  Mary  $5,000  per  annnm; 
which  being  rejected,  he  rose,  in  apparent  excitement,  and  ab- 
ruptly left  thR  room.  WhiJst  this  was  going  on,  I  was  sent  for 
by  the  late  Treasurer,  and  confidentially  told  the  deficiency  in 
the  treasury  would  fall  on  the  literary  fund,  I  consulted  with 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Morris,  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  who 
agreed  with  me  that  Preston  would,  to  avoid  the  penalty,  be 
compelled  soon  to  pay  up  the  money,  and  that  we  must  perse- 
vere in  our  views  to  the  present  and  future  surpluses,  till  we 
could  raise  $80,000.     By  the  documents,  it  would  seem,  there 
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ought  now  to  be  a  disposable  surplus  of  $40,000 ;  and  from  a 
power  to  pledge  the  future  surpluses  of  some  three  or  five 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  we  proposed  to  raise  tho  balance. 
This  morning  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges  met,  and 
Col.  Bassett  contrived  to  amend  our  proposition,  so  as  to  give 
«9  the  surplus,  now  supposed  to  he  on  hand,  of  $40,000,  and 
to  give  William  &  Mary  an  annuity  of  $5,000  annually.  And 
thus  the  business  stands.  Gen.  B.  was  on  the  committee,  and 
remained  silent,  lost  his  opposition  might  defeat  the  Jamea 
River  and  Kanawha  bill,  which  passed  an  hour  after.  They 
have  got  the  vantage  ground  of  us,  by  this  unfortunate  man- 
agement of  the  committee.  To-morrow  our  friends  will  make 
a  great  effort  in  the  House,  but  really  I  cannot  flatter  you. 
Nothing  shall  be  left  undone  within  the  compass  of  my  power, 
I  beg  you  to  excuse  my  not  writing  you  more  fully  and  more 
frequently,  as  I  am  much  engaged.  I  took  the  liberty  to 
insert  extracts  from  your  letter  in  tho  Enquirer. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell^ 
Mr.  Jfffa-son. 


Senate  Ceambee,  24th  February,  1820, 
Dbab  Sib, — The  enclosed  hill  has  this  day  passed  into  a 
law.  The  House  of  Delegates  having  first  rejected  tho  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  for  ^80,000;  and  then  that  for  $40,000, 
and  having  postponed  the  whole  billon  22d;  Gen,  Erecken- 
ridge,  Mr.  Johnson  and  myself  had  a  consultation,  and  agreed 
that  the  interests  of  the  institution  would  be  promoted  by  the 
bill  now  enclosed.  Oar  friend  Mr.  Gordon  had  already  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  was  in  the  midst  of  an  ani- 
mated discussion,  when  Mr.  Johnson  and  myself  got  to  the 
Hoase.     We  prevailed  an  him  to  withdraw  his  motion,  to  make 
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■way  for  the  introduction  of  the  subject  by  Gen.  Breckenridge, 
■who,  we  supposed,  not  being  from  t!ie  local  district,  would  have 
more  influence  with  the  House.  The  bill  ■went  through  this 
morning,  with  but  little  opposition.  We  hope  we  have  taken 
the  course  -which  yourself  and  the  other  Visitors  will  approve, 
considering  the  circumstances  in  -which  we  were  placed.  The 
University  is  popular  in  the  Senate,  and  unpopular  in  the 
House  of  Delegates.  I  hope  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Literary  Fund,  or  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  will  be  able 
to  leniJ  us  the  money ;  but  upon  this  point  I  cannot  speak  pos- 
itively. An  immediate  meeting  of  the  Visitors  is  necessary. 
On  29th  new  Visitors  are  to  be  appointed.  I  shall  ask  the 
Governor  to  bring  on  the  appointments  speedily,  and  if  the 
old  Visitors  should  be  re-appointed,  I  shall  propose  to  Gen.  B. 
and  Mr.  Johnson  to  proceed  directly  to  Monticello;  and  I 
would  take  Gen.  Cocke  along  with  me  from  Bremo. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeffersim. 

cm. 

J.  C.  0.  TO   T,  J. 

CHABEOTTESTitLB,  3d  October,  1820. 
Dear  Sir, — I  neglected  to  bring  with  me  Mr.  Garrett's  ac- 
count, which  I  am  instructed  to  examine  and  verify ;  and  beg 
the  favor  of  you  to  send  it  by  the  bearer.  I  wish  to  compare 
it  with  the  account  in  the  Bursar's  books,  from  which  it  was 
copied ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  I  check  the  latter  by  the 
vouchers.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  induced  to  take  the  account 
home,  in  order  to  examine  the  additions  at  my  leis'ure. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Jos.  C.  Cahbll. 
Mr.  Jefferson. 
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OIV. 

1.    J".    TO    J".    C.    C. 

PovLAR  EoBBsr,  November  28,  1830. 

Dear  Sir, — I  sect  in  due  time  tlie  report  of  the  Yisitors 
to  the  Governor,*  with  a  request  that  he  would  endeavor 
to  convene  the  Literary  Board  in  time  to  lay  it  before 
the  Legislature  on  the  second  day  of  their  session.  It  was 
enclosed  in  a  letter,  TfLich  will  explain  itself  to  you.  If  de- 
livered before  the  crowd  of  other  business  presses  on  them, 
they  may  act  on  it  immediately,  and  before  there  will  have 
teen  time  for  Kofriendly  combinations  and  mancBuvres  by  the 
enemies  of  the  institution. 

I  enclose  you  now  a  paper  presenting  some  views  which  may 
he  useful  to  you  in  conversations,  to  rebut  exaggerated  esti- 
mates of  what  our  institution  is  to  cost,  and  reproaches  of  de- 
ceptive estimates.  $162,364  will  be  about  the  cost  of  the 
whole  establishment  when  completed.  Not  an  office  at  Wash- 
ington has  coat  less.  The  single  building  of  the  courthouse  of 
Henrico,  has  cost  nearly  that ;  and  the  massive  walls  of  the 
millions  of  bricks  of  William  &  Mary,  could  not  be  now  built 
for  a  greaterf  sum. 

*  See  Appendix  M,,  No,  2. 

■f  I  find  among  Mr.  Cabell's  papers  the  following,  in  wliioh  he  states  in  tab- 
ular form  the  cost  of  scvaral  bnildinga  deaigned  for  pnblio  use.  The  faotB 
bore  collected  were  used  to  confirm  the  aaaertion  of  the  test,  and  to  ropel  the 
popular  charge  of  oitravagance. 
Cost  of  the  new  courthouse  in  the  city  of  Riotmond,  eiolusivo  of 

the  ground, $105,000 

Cost  of  the  houses  and  lots  of  Fai-mer's  Bank  of  Virginia,  -  170,030 
"  "  Bank  of  Virginia,  -  -  -  165,115 
recent  expenditures  on  Public  Square  and  Capitol,  ^9,614 
Eagle  Hotel  and  offices,  exclusive  of  ground,  -  94,000 
Union  Hotel  and  stable,  "  "  -  70,000 
Twenty  pillars  in  House  of  Eepresenlatlves  at  Wash- 
ington, at  $5,000  each, 100,000 

Twolaatoffieesof  department  at  do.      -        -        -  95,908 
Gross  sum  given  by  South  Carolina  to  her  University  in  twenty 

joais, 200,000 

Annuity  givea  by  South  Carolina  to  the  Bame,          ...  12,000 
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Surely  Governor  Clinton's  display  of  the  gigantic  efforts  of 
New  York  towards  the  education  of  their  citizens  will  stimu- 
late the  pride  as  well  as  the  patriotism  of  our  Legislature,  to 
look  to  the  reputation  and  safety  of  their  own  country,  to 
rescue  it  from  the  degradation  of  becoming  the  Barbary  of  the 
Union,  and  of  falling  into  the  ranks  of  our  own  negroes.  To 
that  condition  it  is  fast  sinking.  We  shall  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  other  States,  what  our  indigenous  predecessors  were,  when 
invaded  by  the  science  and  arts  of  Europe.  The  mass  of  edu- 
cation in  Virginia,  before  the  revolution,  placed  her  with  the 
foremost  of  her  sister  colonies.*  What  ia  her  education  now? 
Where  is  it  ?  The  little  we  have,  we  import,  like  beggars, 
from  other  States ;  or  import  their  beggars  to  bestow  on  U3 
their  miserable  crumbs.  And  what  is  wanting  to  restore  us  to 
our  station  among  our  confederates  ?  Not  more  money  from 
the  people.  Enough  has  been  raised  by  them,  and  appro- 
priated to  this  very  object.  It  is  that  it  should  be  employed 
understandingly,  and  for  their  greatest  good.  That  good  re- 
quires that,  while  they  are  instructed  in  general,  competently 
to  the  common  businesses  of  life,  others  should  apply  their 
genius  with  necessary  information,  to  the  useful  arts,  to  inven- 
tions for  saving  labor,  and  increasing  our  comforts,  to  nourish- 
ing our  health,  to  civil  government,  military  science,  &c. 

Would  it  not  have  a  good  effect  for  the  friends  of  the  Uni- 
versity, to  take  the  lead  in  proposing  and  effectuating  a  practi- 
cublo  scheme  of  elementary  schools  ?  To  assume  the  charac- 
ter of  the  friends,  rather  than  the  opponents,  of  that  object? 
The  present  plan  has  appropriated  to  the  primary  schools 
$45,000  for  three  years,  making  ^135,000.  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  if  this  sum  has  educated  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
poor  children?  I  doubt  it  much.  And  if  it  has,  they  have 
cost  us  $1,000  a  piece,  for  what  might  have  been  done  with 
$30.     Supposing  the  literary  revenue    $60,000,  I   think  it 

*  Seo  Introdiiollcn. 
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demonstrable  that  this  sHm  equally  divided  between  the  two 
objects,  would  amply  suffice  for  both.  One  hundred  counties 
divided  into  about  twelvo  wards  each,  on  an  average,  and  a 
school  in  each  ward,  of  perhaps  ten  children,  would  be  1,200 
schools,  distributed  proportionablj  over  the  surface  of  the 
State.  The  inhabitants  of  each  ward,,  meeting  together,  (as 
when  they  work  on  the  roads,)  building  good  log-houses  for 
their  school  and  teacher,  and  contributing  for  his  provisions, 
rations  of  pork,  beef,  and  corn  in  the  proportion,  each  of  his 
other  taxes,  would  thus  lodge  and  feed  hira  without  feeling  it, 
and  those  of  them  who  are  able,  paying  for  the  tuition  of  their 
own  children,  would  leave  no  call  on  the  public  fund,  but  for 
the  tuition  fee  of  here  and  there  an  incidental  pauper  who 
would  still  bo  fed  and  lodged  with  his  parents.  Suppose  this 
fee  $10,  and  |300  apportioned  to  a  county  on  an  average, 
(more  or  less  duly  proportioned,)  would  there  be  thirty  such 
paupers  for  every  county  ?  I  think  not.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  want  of  common  education  with  us  is  not  from  our  poverty, 
but  from  the  want  of  an  orderly  system.  More  money  is  now 
paid  for  the  education  of  a  part,  than  would  be  paid  for  that  of 
the  whole  if  systematically  arranged.  Six  thousand  common 
schools  in  New  York,  fifty  pupils  in  each,  300,000  in  all; 
$160,000  annually  paid  to  the  masters;  forty  established 
academies,  with  2,218  pupils,  and  five  colleges  with  718  stu- 
dents ;  to  which  last  classes  of  institutions  $720,000  have  been 
given ;  and  the  whole  appropriations  for  education  estimated 
at  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  !  What  a  pigmy  to  this 
is  Virginia  become  !  With  a  population  all  but  equal  to  that~ 
of  New  York !  And  whence  this  difference  ?  Prom  the  dif- 
ference their  rulers  set  on  the  value  of  knowledge  and  the 
prosperity  it  produces.  But  still  if  a  pigmy,  lot  her  do  what 
a  pigmy  may  do.  If  among  fifty  children  in  each  of  the  six 
thousand  schools  of  New  York,  there  a.ro  only  paupers  enough 
to  employ  $25  of  public  money  to  each  school,  surely  among 
the  ten  children  of  each  of  our  1,200  schools,  the  same  sum  of 
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825  to  each  school  will  teach  its  paupers,  (five  times  as  much  as 
to  the  same  numhcrs  in  NeiY  York,)  and  will  amount  for  tho 
whole  to  $30,000  a  year,  the  one-half  only  of  our  literary 
revenue. 

Do  then,  dear  sir,  think  of  this,  and  engage  our  friends  to 
take  in  hand  the  whole  subject.  It  will  reconcile  the  friends 
of  the  elementary  schools,  (and  none  is  more  warmly  so  than 
myself,)  lighten  the  difSeulties  of  the  University,  and  promote 
in  every  order  of  men  the  degree  of  instruction  proportioned 
to  their  condition,  and  to  their  views  in  life.  It  will  combine 
with  the  mass  of  our  force,  a  wise  direction  of  it,  which  will 
ensure  to  our  country  its  future  prosperity  and  safety.  I  had 
formerly  thought  that  visitors  for  the  schools  might  bo  chosen 
by  the  county,  and  charged  to  provide  teachers  for  every  ward, 
and  to  superintend  them.  I  now  think  it  would  be  better  for 
every  ward  to  choose  its  own  resident  visitor,  whoso  business 
it  would  be  to  keep  a  teacher  in  the  ward,  to  superintend  the 
school,  and  to  call  meetings  of  the  ward  for  all  purposes  rela-* 
ting  to  it;  their  accounts  to  be  settled  and  wards  laid  off  by  the 
courts.  I  think  ward  elections  better  for  many  reasons,  one 
of  which  is  suf&cient,  that  it  will  keep  elementary  education 
out  of  the  hands  of  fanatieising  preachers,  who  in  county 
elections  would  be  universally  chosen,  and  the  predominant 
sect  of  the  county  would  possess  itself  of  all  its  schools. 

A  wrist  stiffened  by  an  ancient  accident,  now  more  so  by  tho 
effect  of  age,  renders  writing  a  slow  and  irksome  operation 
with  me.  I  cannot,  therefore,  present  these  views  by  separate 
letters,  to  each  of  our  colleagues  in  tlie  Legislature  ;  but  must 
pray  you  to  communicate  them  to  Mr.  Johnson  and  General 
Breckenridge,  and  to  request  them  to  consider  this  as  equally 
meant  for  them.  Mr.  Gordon  being  the  local  representative  of 
the  University,  and  among  its  most  zealous  friends,  would  be  a 
moro  useful  second  to  General  Breckenridge  in  the  House  of 
Delegates,  by  a  free  communication  of  what  concerns  the  Uni- 
versity, with  which  he  has  had  little  opportunity  of  becoming 
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acquainted.     So  also  would  it  lie  as  to  Mr.  Rives,  wlio  would 
be  a  friendly  advocate. 

Accept  the  aasurance  of  my  constant 

And  affectionate  esteem  and  respect, 

Th:  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Cahetl. 

Estimates  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  hand-writing  enclosed  in  the  foregoiiig. 

A  general  view  of  wbat  tlio  lands,  buildings,  and  tdl  otber  expendi- 
tures for  the  University  will  have  cost  when  completed,  estimafed 
from  the  moneys  actually  received,  and  what  the  Proctor  states  as 
further  necessary. 

Eeoeived  of  the  subscriptioHs  about  -  ^19,000 

Loan  from  the  Literary  Fund,  -  60,000 

AnnnitioB  of  1819,  '20,        -  -  30,000 

To  be  received,  the  annuity  of  1821,  included  in  I'roo- 

toi's  estimate,         .....  "i5,000 

Further  necessary  to  complete  the  Pavilions,  Hotels  and 

Dormitories  by  do.  ....  38,364 

Probable  actual  coat  of  whole  eatabliahment,  (exclusive 
of  Library,)  8162,364 

ESTIMATES   HERETOFORE   MADE. 

10  Pavilions  for  accommodation  of  Professors  at  |6,000 

eicl  $60,000 

fl  Hotels  foi  dieting,  the  student"  at  $J  W  ei  1  21,000 

104  PoimitoricB  at  1350  each  36,400 

200    ores  of  land  an  I  buildings  purohife^l  may  be  sfi 

ted  as  worth  10,000 

Govern  with  tin  msteal  of  shinglei  levelling  grounds 
and  Btreeti  bnngin^  watci  in  j  pes  and  numerou 
other  cont  ngencies  'fay  10,000 

Bsccas  of  actual  cost  above  the  estimates  (about  18  per 

cent,) 24,i)64 
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To  liberate  tlie  funds  of  the  University,  and  to  open  ifc  in  1821, 
with  only  six  professors,  will  require — 

1.  A  remission  of  the  loan  of  860,000. 

2.  A  supplementary  sura  to  liberat-e  tie  annuities  cf 
1821,2,3,  -  -  -  |fj,000 

3.  To  msko  good  the  deficit  estimated  by  tho  Pioctor,  S,3b-]. 

4.  An  additional  sum  for  tho  building  of  the  Library,  40  000 

5.  And  to  establish  and  maintain  ten  Professorships  an  equal  paiti 
tion  of  the  Literary  Fund  between  the  University  ■ind  i,lementaiy 
schools  will  be  necessary,  say  $30,000  a  year  to  each 

A  building  for  au  Observatory  not  having  been  mentioned  in  tho 
Koekfish  report,  is  not  brought  into  view  here  It  will  cost  about 
ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  may  be  accomplished  by  tho  bal 
anoe  of  subscription  money  not  taken  into  account  m  the  report  of 
1820,  and  by  the  rents  for  the  hotels  and  doimitoiies 


J.  C.  C.  TO  T.  J. 

Sebite  Chamheb,  20th  December,  1820. 
Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  favor  of  No- 
vember 28,  which  I  received  on  my  arrival  here  on  5th  inst. 

I  have  shown  your  letter  to  General  Breckenridge  and  some 
other  friends.  Mr.  Johnson  will  not  be  here  till  Christmas. 
We  have  agreed,  for  reasons  I  will  more  fully  detail  hereafter, 
to  let  the  subject  of  tho  University  lie  over  till  after  Christ- 
mas. I  am  going  to  spend  the  holidays  with  Mrs.  Cabell  in 
Williamsburg,  from  which  I  will  write  you  at  leisure.  For  the 
present  I  will  only  say  that  we  shall  probably  have  to  fall 
down  in  our  petition  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  finish  the  buildings, 
and  let  the  rest  lie  till  another  session.  We  shall  have  the 
academies  to  contend  with  this  year.  Our  difficulties  are 
great,  but  every  effort  will  be  used  to  carry  the  bill.  Some 
objections  are  made  to  tho  mode  in   which  our  accounts  are 
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presented.  Some  ask  why  the  items  are  not  more  detailed ; 
others  why  Mr.  Garrett's  accounts  do  not  go  back  farther  than 
April.  I  woiild  adviae  the  fullest  and  freest  rendition  of  ac- 
counta.  There  lies  our  hold  on  the  public  affections.  *  *  * 
Totira  faithfully, 

Joseph  C.  Cjvbeli.. 

Mr.  M':rson. 


J.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

WjiUAJMSorEO,  22d  DeocDiber,  1820. 
Dear  Sib, — On  consultation  with  General  Breckenridge 
and  others,  it  was  decided  that  we  should  bring  forward  no- 
thing in  regard  to  the  University  till  after  Ohriatmas.  I  got 
leave  of  absence  till  29th,  and  left  town  on  20th.  The  even- 
ing before  my  departure,  I  was  informed  that  Mr.  GrifGn  of 
York  had  brought  in  a  set  of  resolutions,  the  evident  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  embarrass  the  disposable  part  of  the  literary 
fund,  so  as  to  defeat  the  claims  of  the  University ;  and  these 
resolutions  were  warmly  supported  by  the  friends  of  Hampden 
Sidney,  but  particularly  by  Mr.  Miller  of  Powhatan.  They 
give  the  right  to  the  comities  to  draw  out  the  direlict  part  of 
the  fund,  provide  against  the  recurrence  of  a  similar  state  of 
things,  and  make  an  appropriation  to  William  &  Mary,  Hamp- 
den Sidney,  Washington  College,  New  London,  the  University; 
&c.  I  went  immediately  to  see  General  Breckenridge,  and 
spent  the  evening  in  conversing  with  him  on  this  subject.  He 
waa  glad  the  opposite  party  had  come  forward  so  early  in  the 
session.  Instead  of  getting  an  advantageous  start  of  us,  he 
thought  they  would  only  defeat  themselves,  by  disclosing  their 
plans  and  conflicting  with  each  other ;  and  our  friends,  he 
thought,  should  attend  the  Committee  and  let  them  run  on  for  a 
time.     Mr.  Bowyer  and  Mr.  Gordon  seemed  to  be  fearful  of 
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the  consequences  of  this  course.  I  got  leave  of  absence,  with 
the  intention  of  carrying  Mrs,  Oahell  up  on  29th ;  but  owing 
to  this  movement  of  the  opposition,  I  have  determined  to  leave 
her  in  Williajusburg,  and  to  return  in  the  steamboat  on  the 
26th.  I  left  jour  letter  with  General  Breekenridge,  and  had 
shown  it  to  many  of  our  friends.  There  was  a  general  con- 
currence in  the  opinion,  that  we  should  not  succeed  in  an 
attempt  at  a  general  system  of  schools,  and  that  we  should  aim 
at  only  so  much  money  as  would  finish  the  buildings,  leaving 
the  mortgage  for  the  present  on  our  funds.  It  will  be  a  hard 
struggle  to  get  even  this.  The  hostile  interests  are  strong, 
and  well  conducted  this  session. 

I  have  looked  over  the  accounts  since  I  last  wrote  you.  I 
am  now  satisfied  that  Mr.  ***  was  only  seeking  for  materials 
of  opposition ;  and  I  think  it  unnecessary  for  Mr.  Garrett  to 
send  down  the  detailed  aceonnt  before  1st  April.  The  sum- 
mary statement  covers  the  whole  gronnd.  Should  it  be  neces- 
sary, I  will  hereafter  call  for  explanations  as  to  any  part  of 
the  accounts.  Gen,  Breekenridge  thinks  Gen.  Blackburn  will 
run  with  us.  Mr.  Doddridge  comes  down  in  a  good  humor ; 
has  candidly  acknowledged  that  I  was  in  the  right  as  to  the 
great  litter  of  banks,  and  avowed  himself  a  friend  to  the  Uni- 
versity, He  is  anxious  for  an  endowment  of  the  Kandolph 
Academy,  But  I  hope  he  will  ultimately  unite  with  us, 
Eowyer,  of  Kockbridge,  is  my  intimate  friend,  and  heartily 
with  us.  Otey,  of  Bedford,  advocates  an  appropriation  to 
New  London  Academy;  but  I  believe  will,  in  the  end,  go 
right.  Mr.  Watson,  of  Louisa,  is  our  zealous  friend.  I  fear 
Mr.  Crump,  of  Goochland,  will  be  induced  to  insist  on  an  appro- 
priation to  Hampden  Sidney ;  yet  I  hope  he  will  ultimately 
co-operate  with  us.  His  local  position  is  unfortunate.  ****** 
will  be  violently  opposed  to  the  University;  but  I  hope  that 
influence  is  now  but  small.  I  am  adviaed  by  Gen,  Breeken- 
ridge not  to  stir  the  question  relative  to  the  old  charters  but  as 
a  dernier  resort.  Some  have  thought  it  a  dangerous  weapon, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  divide  the  friendg  of  science,  and  throw 
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tlie  majority  against  U3.  Morris,  Breckenridge,  Eowyer,  Gen. 
Taylor,  Ooalter — all — think  the  principle  sound,  and  that  it  can 
not  ultimately  be  resisted.  Our  object  ia  now,  to  finish  the 
buildings.  If  this  could  be  done  without  reaort  to  this  doctrine, 
I  would  willingly  put  it  aside  for  the  present;  but  I  do  not  see 
how  we  can  avoid  calling  it  in,  unless  they  should  defeat  them- 
selves, and  leave  the  field  open  to  us.  I  will  keep  you  fully 
informed,  from  time  to  time.  Let  me  urge  you  to  write  to 
Judge  Roane  and  one  or  two  other  friends;  but  at  least  to 
Judge  Hoane,  ******** 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C,  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefa-icn. 


T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

MoNTtOELio,  Dflcember  25,  1820. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  the  20th  was  the  first  intimation 
that  I  had  omitted  to  enclose,  with  the  documents  of  our  re- 
port, the  first  half  year's  account  of  the  Bursar,  which  had 
been  duly  rendered  in  April,  and  filed  away.  I  now  correct 
that  error,  by  enclosing  it  to  the  Governor,  with  a  letter  of 
explanation,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Legislature. 

You  may  have  observed  an  apparent  diff'erence  of  $88,364, 
between  the  Proctor's  estimate  of  what  is  wanting  to  complete 
the  buildings,  and  our  estimate  embodied  in  the  report.  With 
the  report  and  letter  enclosing  it,  I  wrote  an  additional  one  to 
the  G-overnor,  shewing  that  this  difference  was  merely  appa^ 
rent.  As  the  evidence  of  this,  on  the  face  of  the  two  esti- 
mates, if  closely  observed,  Ecdcred  its  communication  to  the 
Legislature  not  absolutely  necessary,  I  observe  it  has  not  been 
sent  to  them  with  the  other  papers.  I  enclose  you,  however,  a 
copy  of  it,  in  the  hand-writing  of  one  of  my  grand-daughters ; 
for  my  dislocated  wrist  is  faihng  so  fast,  that  I  apprehend 
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the  loss  of  the  power  of  writing  altogether.  This  explanation 
may  be  necessary  in  both  houses;  but  may  be  given  verbally, 
as  well  as  by  the  formal  letter. 

I  lately  saw  in  a  newspaper  an  estimate  in  square  miles  of 
the  area  of  each  of  the  States,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract:  Virginia  70,000  square  miles,  Massachusetts  7,250, 
Connecticut  4,764,  Delaware  2,120,  Rhode  Island  1,580."  By 
this  it  appears  that  there  are  but  three  States  smaller  than 
Massachusetts;  that  she  is  the  twenty-first  only  in  the  scale  of 
size,  and  but  one-tenth  of  that  of  Virginia ;  yet  it  is  unquestion- 
able that  she  has  more  influence  in  our  confederacy  .than  any 
other  State  in  it.  Whence  this  ascendancy  ?  From  her  atten- 
tion to  education,  unquestionably.  There  can  be  no  stronger 
proof  that  knowledge  is  power,  and  that  ignorance  is  weakness. 
Quousque  tandem  wiU  our  Legislature  be  dead  to  this  truth  ? 
Ever  and  aifectionately  yours, 

Tn:  Jbebbeson. 
Mr  GabeU 

LtlfFj  pndo'!  d  in  for  joint/ 

MfsriCLHO  NoTemborS  1820 
Sir, —The  R^'ctor  and  Visitois  of  the  TTmyerBity  of  Virgmia,  at 
then  last  htmi  innnal  meeting  of  October  2,  havrnt;  agreed  to  a  re 
port  of  the  oondititn  ot  that  iD=ititiition,  its  disbursements  ind  funds, 
as  requiied  by  law  I  now  enclose  it,  with  the  accounts  of  the  Buiiar 
and  Proctoi  Some  difference  will  be  found  between  the  Procter  s 
account  and  the  general  \iew  presented  in  the  repoit  of  the  Board, 
which  it  IS  my  duty  to  esphm 

After  the  separation  of  the  Board,  it  occuned  to  the  Proctoi  that 
the  account  lie  h-vi  last  lendored,  and  on  view  of  which  then  report 
was  fcrmed,  raigbt,  m  some  of  its  aiticles,  be  made  more  specific  and 
correct  It  wis  given  to  him,  theiefuie,  and  that  now  cncbsed  was 
retuined  in  its  fitead  By  the  hat  aitide  jf  thjs,  it  might  be  undei 
Btoinl  that  the  buildings  whose  completion  was  cmtomplaied  m  this 
report,  would  leqmre  an  additional  sum  of  SdS,3ti4  to  complete  them 
But  this  apparent  execs  proceeds  chiefly  in  m  the  circumstance  that 
the  annuities  of  1822  and  '23  ire  not  entered  in  this  account,  as  they 
are  in  the  general  statement  made  in  the  report.  This  lessens  the 
13 
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apparent  difference  by  130,000,  leaving  a  real  ooe  of  88,364  only; 
and  ttis  the  Proctor  properly  accounts  for  by  observing,  that  the 
former  estimates  comprehendetl  buildings  only,  omitting  tte  coat  of 
200  acres  of  land,  and  several  other  contingent  expenses  not  then 
foreseen.  We  are  now  so  Lear  the  end  of  our  work  as  to  leave  Jittlo 
room  for  future  errors  of  estimate.  The  building  requisite  for  a 
library,  however,  is  not  included  in  this  estimate. 

It  will  readily  ooaur  that  these  observations  cannot  have  tad  the 
sanction  of  the  Visitors,  because  the  circnmstanee  producing  them 
arose  after  their  separation.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest 
consideration,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  bunible  servant. 


IT-  Randolp, 


Th:  J. 


J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

RiCHJiOKD,  4th  Joiiniary,  1821. 

Dear  Sir, — I  tbank  you  sineeroly  for  yonr  letter  of  De- 
cember 25th,  which  I  found  here  on  my  arrival  on  SOtli. 
Indisposition  confined  mc  in  Wiiliamsburg  rather  longer  than  I 
expected  when  I  last  wrote  you.  Since  my  arrival  I  have 
been  incessantly  engaged  on  the  subject  of  tho  University. 
"We  have  a  powerful  combination  to  oppose,  and  the  result  is 
extremely  doubtful.  If  you  will  examine  tlie  enclosed  resolu- 
tions of  Mr.  Griffin,  you  will  find  them  drawn  with  great  art; 
and  on  full  consultation,  I  have  boldly  put  forth  the  doctrine 
relative  to  the  old  charters,  which  I  announced  to  you  and  Mr. 
Madison  at  the  spring  meeting,  and  to  the  Board  in  the  au- 
tuoin.*     It  seems  to  bo  spreading  rapidly  among  our  friends, 


*  Tbe  dootj-ine  relative  to  the  old  oharters,  here  referred  to,  was,  that  on 
apprcpriation  of  pnblic  money  to  the  uses  of  either  of  the  old  colleges  ought 
not  to  be  granted  by  the  Legislature,  eieept  upon  the  eipresa  condition  that 
such  college  should,  like  the  XJniTersitj  of  Virginia,  be  at  all  times  and  in  all 
things  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Legislature.— iVo(e  by  Mr.  C. 
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and  donttless  disconcerts  our  enemies.  My  time  is  spent 
entirely  in  endeavoring  to  rekindle  the  flagging  zeal  of  onr 
friends,  to  drill  them  on  the  suhject,  and  to  prepare  them  well 
for  the  struggle.  I  fear  Johnson  may  he  averse  to  go  with  us, 
in  the  attempt  to  annex  terms  of  admission  to  the  colleges. 
He  is  expected  to-day.  But  all  the  rest  are  for  it,  and  I  hope 
he  win  join.  My  health  is  not  good,  owing  to  a  had  cold ;  and 
I  beg  you  to  excuse  the  manner  in  which  I  write,  fiest  as- 
sured that  my  best  exertions  will  be  used  to  carry  the  appro- 
priation ;  and  if  we  fail,  the  opposition  shall  feel  our  strength. 
Could  you  point  my  attention  to  any  tract  on  the  policy  of  the 
new  charters  in  preference  to  the  old?  I  am  now  endeavoring 
to  shako  the  William  &  Mary  party  by  offering  the  lower 
country  an  equal  participation  in  the  academical  fund  (here- 
after to  be  distributed),  leaving  William  &  Mary  out  of  the 
system.  The  leaders  of  that  party  were  not  prepared  for 
this,  and  will  try  to  divert  the  funds  to  the  college.  But  I 
think  we  will  disconcert  their  combination  by  this  proposition, 
Mr.  Watkins,  of  Prince  Edward,  has  resigned,  and  Mr,  Rich'd 
Venablc,  a  man  of  talents  and  influence,  ofi'ers  in  his  place. 
Doddridge  is  with  the  opposition.  Blackburn  has  gone  home, 
for  a  season.  It  is  reported  he  is  against  us,  but  I  hope  not. 
Bassett,  Gfriffin,  Smith,  Garlaiid,  Miller,  Doddridge,  are  leaders 
on  the  other  side.  You  may  rest  assured  that  every  exertion 
will  be  made  to  keep  down  the  University,  and  you  must  be 
prepared  for  a  failure  this  session.  We  hope  to  get  $50,000 ; 
but  that  is  extremely  doubtful.  I  find  my  collection  of  docu- 
ments and  my  knowledge  of  facts  of  great  nse  to  me  at  this 
time.  I  have  shewn  your  last  letter  to  Mr.  Miller,  and  he  is 
satisfied  as  to  that  point.  Should  I  be  sitentj  ascribe  it  to  my 
engagements  here. 

Faithfully,  yours, 

JosEFH  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefwson. 
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RifiHMnND,  ISth  January,  1821, 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  it  seems  to  be  the 
general  impreaaion  here  that  we  shall  be  able  to  effect  nothing 
for  the  Uaiversity  during  the  present  session.  It  is  with  the 
most  heartfelt  grief  that  I  acknowledge  this  to  be  my  own 
impression.  The  reports  relative  to  the  literary  fund  are  not 
yet  before  us,  and  this  delay  operates  against  us.  The  Gov- 
ernor haa  done  all  in  his  power,  but  the  delay  eeoms  to  he 
unavoidable.  This  seems  as  an  excuse  for  the  inactivity  of 
onr  friends,  I  must  confess  that  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is 
not  the  desirable  zeal,  activity,  or  concert  on  the  occasion.  I 
foresaw  this  result  two  weeks  ago,  but  was  told  I  was  over- 
anxious, and  unnecessarily  alarmed.  Yesterday  Mr.  Morris 
eame  to  me  in  the  Hobby,  and  with  much  concern  told  me  all 
seemed  to  he  going  against  us  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  and 
urged  the  necessity  of  a  meeting  among  the  leading  friends  of 
the  University.  This  measure  I  earnestly  pressed  a  fortnight 
ago.  A  time  was  fixed,  but  bad  weather  intervened,  and  the 
want  of  a  report  being  stated  as  an  impediment,  I  suffered  the 
measure  to  lie.  We  shall  get  the  report  nest  week ;  but  now 
gentlemen  are  alarmed,  and  to-morrow  evening  some  half  dozen 
of  our  leading  friends  are  to  meet  at  my  lodgings.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  state  of  the  fund  is  understood  to  be  very 
unfavorable.  The  annual  revenue  falls  short  of  the  appropri- 
ation ;  the  school  fund  cannot  be  touched ;  and  the  small  surplus 
of  uninvested  revenue  and  capital  will  he  a  bone  of  contention. 
Mr.  Johnson  told  me  to-day  he  saw  no  prospect  of  success, 
from  the  state  of  the  fund.  But  I  do  not  despair,  and  all  that 
I  can  do  shall  be  done.  I  am  turning  my  attention  to  a  future 
and  better  Assembly.  I  shall  endeavor  to  get  back  Taylor,  of 
Chesterfield,  {to  whom  I  spoke  yesterday,)  Broadnax,  of  Bruns- 
wick, Greneral  Taylor,  &c.  &c.     We  have  many  local  or  secret 
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powerful  influences  to  oppose ;  of  which  I  will  say  more  to  you 
in  future.  Whilst  we  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  stem  tho 
torrent,  it  would  be  well  if  you  and  Mr.  Madison  would  aid  in 
getting  some  efficient  friends  into  the  nest  Assembly.  In 
ha^te, 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 

ex. 

[  The  writer  haying  here  intimated  tlie  desire  aad  intention  of  rotiriug  from 
public  life,  was  met  b;  a  remonstraQce  ajid  appeal  from  his  corresponijent,  au 
nrgent  and  earnest,  tbat  he  was  induced  to  renounce  his  purpoee,  at  whatever 
hazard  to  bis  health  or  private  fortune.  The  latter  had  suffered  much  from 
his  absence  and  other  causes ;  the  former  -was  put  in  estreme  peril  more  than 
once  by  bis  esertiona  in  tbe  cause  to  which  bo  stood  pledged.  The  spirit  of 
self-saoriflee  and  patriotic  devotion  here  exhibited  by  each,  and  in  a  manner 
wbiob  can  leave  no  doubt  of  tbe  sincerity  ot  either,  cannot  Ml  to  command 
tbe  respect  of  tbe  reader.] 

J.  C.  C.  10   T.  .1. 

RicHMOKj),  25tb  January,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  18th  inst.  the 
meeting  therein  alluded  to  has  taken  place,  I  find  Mr.  John- 
son averse  to  any  expression  of  opinion  on  tbe  subject  of  the 
ancient  ehartere.  Our  meeting  broke  up  without  any  valuable 
result.  The  want  of  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  literary 
fund,  retards  our  movements.  There  is  a  current  constantly 
setting  against  us  on  Richmond  Hill.  It  scatters  discord  in 
our  ranks,  and  undermines  the  aeal  of  our  friends.  Preston's 
last  deficiency  falls  on  the  literary  fund,  and  augments  our 
difficulties.  The  counties  that  neglected  to  draw,  insist  perti- 
naciously on  their  "equal  rights."  That  claim,  I  suspect,  will 
nearly  exhaust  the  surplus  on  hand.  Even  some  of  our 
friends,  Johnson,  Breckenridge,  &e.,  think  we  should  not  touch 
tho  principal  of  the  fund ;  and  the  balance  still  due  from  the 
General  G-overnment  forms  a  part  of  the  principal.  The  an- 
nual revenoe   falls   short  of  the  annual  appropriation.     There 
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is  no  prospect  that  we  shall  he  ahie  to  get  into  the  poor  school 
fund.  In  this  situation,  bemmed  in  by  difficulties  and  obsta- 
cles on  all  sides,  one  only  prospect  opens  itself  to  my  view.  I 
presume  that  it  is  in  every  case  proper  to  finish  the  buildings. 
To  get  the  necessary  funds  for  this  object  must  be  our  polar 
star.  i"or  this  purpose,  we  must  get  our  credit  for  the  existing 
loan  of  $60,000  put  on  one  of  the  two  bases  which  I  proposed 
last  spring;  and  obtain  a  power  to  make  another  loan  of 
$50,000  on  similar  terms.  This  would  give  us  the  buildings, 
and  a  clear  income  of  about  $7,000.  Puture  Assemblies  must 
be  looked  to  for  the  balance.  I  spoke  of  this  plan  to  General 
Breckenridge  and  Mr.  Johnson  yesterday,  and  apoke  of  it  as  a 
dernier  resort.  Thoy  seemed  to  approve  it.  We  shall  first, 
hoTpever,  ask  for  further  funds  in  some  shape  or  other.  Gov. 
Randolph  told  me,  some  time  since,  we  should  have  to  content 
ourselves  ivith  this.  He  has  gone  into  the  country,  and  I  pre- 
sume ivill  see  yon  before  his  return. 

I  will  now  touch  upon  a  subject  that  has  engaged  my 
thoughts  for  a  long  time  past,  and  been  often  mentioned  to 
some  of  my  intimate  friends :  it  is  that  of  my  withdrawing 
altogether  from  public  life,  at  the  end  of  my  present  term  of 
service.  Gen.  Cocke  will  be  with  you  shortly,  and  will  explain 
to  you  the  grounds  on  which  I  think,  with  some  of  my  friends, 
that  this  measure  becomes  proper.  I  pause  to  give  my  friends 
an  opportunity  to  cast  about  for  a  safe  depository  for  the  great 
interests  of  our  district.  A  Mr.  ********^  of  Nelson,  has  no- 
tified me  of  his  intention  to  ofier.  At  first  I  thought  it  might 
be  improper  to  retire  under  the  imputations  that  might  be 
made,  and  so  expressed  myself  to  ****,  Governor  Randolph. 
But  on  further  reflection,  and  on  consultation  with  my  brother 
and  Gen.  Cocke,  I  do  not  think  that  circumstance  should  have 
the  least  weight  with  me.  All  other  reasons  apart,  I  do  not 
suppose  that  a  canvass  could  he  dispensed  with,  and  such  is 
the  wealinesa  of  my  breast,  that  to  ride  from  Court-house  to 
Court-house,  making  speeches  to  large  crowds,  exposed  to  the 
rigors  of  the  season,  might  eari-y  me  to  the  grave,  or  bring  on 
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me  further  and  more  distressing  symptoms  of  pulmonary  aifec- 
tion.  Do  not  suppose,  I  beseech  you,  that  my  feelings  and 
opinions  have  undergone  any  change.  On  the  contrary,  in 
retiring,  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  hring  in  such  persona  as 
may  be  calculated  to  efFeetuato  in  future  your  great  viewa  of 
literary  improvement.  In  the  course  which  I  contemplate,  I 
have  no  view  or  wish  to  go  to  Congress,  or  into  any  other 
public  station.  I  have  been  here  thirteen  winters.  My  object 
now  is  domestic,  rural  and  literary  leisure,  I  thank  my 
friends  in  Albemarle,  and  the  district,  hut,  above  all,  yourself, 
for  the  confidence  so  long  bestowed  on  me.  The  little  share 
which  I  have  hn  d  in  promoting  the  establishment  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  in  seconding  your  views  on  that  subject,  will 
always  constitute  one  of  the  most  agreeable  refiections  of  my 
life.  May  you  succeed  to  the  utmost  of  your  ■wishes,  will  ever 
be  my  constant  and  fervent  prayer.  But  that  great  and  valu- 
able institution,  I  hope,  is  now  on  a  safe  and  permanent 
footing;  and  although  its  endowment  is,  for  the  present,  too 
small,  yet  it  must  and  will  ultimately  triumph  over  all  it8 
enemies, 

I  presume  it  is  unnecessary  to  announce  my  final  determina- 
tion till  the  close  of  the  session. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  your  friend, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr,  Jefferson. 


CXI. 

T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

MoBTicELLO,  January  30,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — You  will  recollect  that  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Visitors  of  the  University  on  the  4th  of  December  last,  Mr. 
Johnson  being  disabled,  by  sickness,  to  attend,  and  having 
boon  prevented  at  tbe  April  meeting  by  had  weather,  we  were 
apprehensive  his  commission  might  be  vacated,  hy  a  failure  to 
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act  for  the  space  of  one  year,  and  I  ■vras  requested  to  apply 
to  the  Goveroor  for  a  renewal  of  the  commission.  I  accord- 
ingly communicated  the  request  to  the  Crovernor  by  letter.  He 
observed  to  me,  that  Mr.  Johnson  could  not  have  failed  to  act 
for  the  space  of  a  year,  because  he  had  not  been  one  year  in 
office  under  the  present  commission,  which  commenced  only  on 
the  29th  of  February  last ;  and  ho  suggested  that  a  meeting, 
or  any  other  act  a»  a  visitor  before  the  28th  of  February  ensu- 
ing, might  yet  save  the  lapse.  I  know  of  but  one  act  which 
the  law  authorizes  to  the  visitora  individually  and  out  of  meet- 
ing, to  wit :  the  concurrence  in  the  call  of  a  special  meeting. 
This  is  undoubtedly  a  visitorial  act ;  and  I  propose,  thercforo, 
that  the  visitors  shall,  individually,  sign  such  a  call,  annexing 
the  date  of  their  respective  signatures,  which  will  prove  it 
done  within  the  year.  I  accordingly  sign  such  a  paper  myself, 
and  forward  it  to  Mr.  Madison  for  his  signature,  with  a  re- 
quest to  forward  it  on  to  you  to  obtain  yours,  Mr.  Johnson's, 
General  Breckenridge's,  and  General  Taylor's.  On  your  re- 
turning it  to  me,  I  will  obtain  General  Cocke's.  I  have  fixed 
on  the  Ist  of  April,  because  we  meet  of  course  at  Monticello, 
on  or  before  that  day,  for  the  preparation  of  hueineas.  It  will 
not  be  necessary  to  repair  actually  to  the  University,  the  sig- 
nature of  the  call  being  the  essential  act,  and  the  actual  meet- 
ing at  the  University  not  necessary  to  its  validity,  A  re-ap- 
pointment by  the  Governor  and  Council  might  have  aaved  us 
this  ceremony,  but  for  the  use  of  the  unlucky  word  "succes- 
sor" in  the  law;  and  although  I  suggested  to  the  Governor 
that  that  might  he  got  over  by  a  first  appouitment  and  resigna- 
tion of  John  Doe,  he  thought  some  might  raise  scruples  on  it, 
as  an  evasion,  and  that  we  had  better  prevent  it  by  an  act  of 
our  own ;  and  I  think  myself  that,  as  this  accident  will  fre- 
quently happen,  we  had  better  keep  the  remedy  within  our 
own  power,  by  setting  this  precedent  at  once.  Affectionate 
salutations  to  yourself  and  our  colleagues. 

Tn:  Jefbekbon. 
Joifflt  Q.  Cabell,  Esq. 
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T.    J.    TO    -T.    0.    < 


MoNTiCKT.r.o,  Januarj  81,  1821. 
Dear  Sir,' — ^Your  favors  of  the  18th  and  25th  came  to- 
gether, three  days  ago.  They  fill  me  with  gloom  as  to  the 
dispositions  of  our  Legislature  towards  the  University.  I  per- 
ceive that  I  ara  not  to  live  to  see  it  opened.  As  to  what  had 
better  he  done  within  the  limits  of  their  will,  I  trust  with 
entire  confidence  to  what  yourself,  General  Breckenridge,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  shall  think  best.  You  will  see  what  is  practica- 
ble, and  give  it  such  shape  as  you  thiuk  best.  If  a  loan  is  to 
he  resorted  to,  I  think  $60,000  will  be  necessary,  including  the 
library.  Its  instalments  cannot  begin  until  those  of  the  former 
loan  are  accomplished;  and  they  should  not  begin  later,  nor 
be  less  than  $13,000  a  year.  (I  think  it  safe  to  retain  $2,000 
a  year  for  the  care  of  the  buildings,  improvement  of  the 
grounds,  and  unavoidable  contingencies.)  To  extinguish  this 
second  loan,  will  require  between  five  and  six  instalments, 
which  will  carry  us  to  the  end  of  1883,  or  thirteen  years  from 
this  time.  My  individual  opinion  is,  that  we  had  better  not 
open  the  institution,  until  the  buildings,  library  and  all,  are 
finished,  and  our  funds  cleared  of  incumbrance.  These  build- 
ings, once  erected,  will  secure  the  full  object  infallibly  at  the 
end  of  thirteen  years,  and  as  much  earlier  as  an  enlightened 
Legislature  shall  happen  to  come  into  place.  And  if  we  were 
to  begin  sooner,  with  half  funds  only,  it  would  satisfy  the 
common  mind,  prevent  their  aid  beyond  that  point,  and  our 
institution  remaining  at  that  forever,  would  he  no  more  than 
the  paltry  academics  we  now  have.  Even  with  the  whole 
funds,  we  shall  be  reduced  to  six  professors,  while  Harvard 
will  still  prime  it  over  ua,  with  her  twenty  professors.  How 
many  of  onr  youths  she  now  has,  learning  the  lessons  of 
Anti-Missourianism,  I  know  not ;  but  a  gentleman  lately  from 
Princeton,  told  me  he  saw  there  the  liat  of  the  students  at  that 
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place,  and  that  more  than  half  were  Virginians.  These  will 
return  home,  no  doubt,  deeply  impressed  with  the  sacred  prin- 
ciples of  our  holy  alliance  of  Restriotionists. 

But  the  gloomiest  of  all  prospects  is  in  the  desertion  of  the 
best  friends  of  the  institution ;  for  desertion  I  must  call  it.  I 
tnow  not  tho  necessities  which  may  force  this  on  yon.  Gene- 
ral Cocke,  you  say,  will  explain  them  to  me ;  but  I  cannot 
conceive  them,  nor  persuade  myself  they  are  un  control  able.  I 
have  ever  hoped  that  yourself,  General  Breckenridge,  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  "would  stand  at  jour  posts  in  the  Legislatnre  until 
every  thing  was  effected,  and  the  institution  opened.  If  it  is 
so  difficult  to  get  along  with  all  the  energy  and  influence  of  our 
present  colleagues  in  the  Legislature,  bow  can  we  expect  to  pro- 
ceed at  all,  reducing  our  moving  power  ?  I  know  well  your 
devotion  to  your  country,  and  your  foresight  of  the  awful 
scenes  coming  on  her,  sooner  or  later.  With  this  foresight, 
what  service  can  we  ever  render  her  equal  to  this  ?  What 
object  of  our  lives  can  we  propose,  so  important?  What 
interest  of  our  own,  which  ought  not  to  be  postponed  to  this  ? 
Health,  time,  labor,  on  what  in  the  single  life  which  nature  has 
given  us,  can  these  bo  bettor  bestowed  than  on  this  immortal 
boon  to  our  country  ?  The  esertions  and  the  mortifications 
are  temporary;  the  benefit  eternal.  If  any  member  of  our 
college  of  visitors  could  justifiably  withdraw  from  this  sacred 
duty,  it  would  be  myself,  who,  "  quadragenis  stipendiis  jam- 
dudum  peraotis,"  have  neither  vigor  of  body  nor  mind  left  to 
keep  the  field.  But  I  will  die  in  the  last  ditch.  And  so,  I 
hope,  you  will,  my  friend,  as  well  as  our  firm-breasted  brothers 
and  colleagues,  Mr.  Johnson  and  General  Breckenridge.  l^a- 
ture  will  not  give  you  a  second  life  wherein  to  atone  for  the 
omissions  of  this.  Pray  then,  dear  and  very  dear  sir,  do  not 
think  of  deserting  us ;  but  view  the  sacrifices  which  seem  to 
stand  in  your  way,  as  tlie  lesser  duties,  and  such  as  ought  to 
be  postponed  to  this,  the  greatest  of  aU.  Continue  with  us 
in  these  holy  labors,  until  having  seen  their  accomplishment, 
we  may  say  with   old    Simeon,    "nunc   dimittis,   Domine." 
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Under  all  circumstances,  however,  of  praise  or  lilamo,  I  sliall 
be  affectionatoly  yours. 

Th;  Jeeterbon. 


J.    C.    C.    TO    T,    J. 

EiCHMOND,  February  8,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — I  liave  received  your  letter  of  31st  ult.,  and 
return  you  many  thanks  for  the  kind  and  friendly  expressions 
it  contains.  It  is  not  in  my  nature  to  resist  such  an  appeal. 
I  this  day  handed  into  the  office  of  the  Enquirer,  a  notification 
that  I  should  again  he  a  candidate.  We  will  pass  on  to  mat- 
ters of  more  importance.  I  have  shown  your  letter  to  Gen, 
Breckenridge  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  seemed  (and  particularly 
the  former)  to  he  as  much  affected  by  it  as  myself  "VVe  are 
all  in  confusion  here  about  the  accounts  of  the  literary  fund. 
The  statements  of  our  puHic  officers  differ,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  surplus  on  hand,  although  the  Auditor  says  there  should 
be  $101,000.  The  opposite  party  secretly  exult  at  this  state 
of  things,  although  they  pretend  to  be  much  disappointed. 
Our  plan  of  a  second  loan  may  yet  succeed,  if  the  House 
should  not  get  disgusted  by  the  confusion  of  the  public  ac- 
counts, and  reject  every  thing.  Your  letter  has  kindled  great, 
aeal  in  Gen.  Breckenridge.  Yesterday  Gen.  Blackburn,  in 
discussing  Seldon's  resolutions,  spoke  of  the  University  as  "  a 
grand  institution  highly  deserving  our  patronage."  We  have 
great  difSculties  to  contend  with.  Your  name  and  hand- 
writing have  great  eiFect  here.  Let  me  entreat  you,  with  the 
freedom  of  a  friend,  immediately  to  write  to  Gon,  Brecken- 
ridge a  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  University,  such  as  may  be 
shown  generally,  showing  no  preference  and  making  no  impu- 
tations.   He  wishes  it,  and  will  malce  powerful  use  of  it. 
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You  may  rely  on  our  disci'etion.     I  write  you  with  his  privity, 
and  at  hie  instance. 

Evov  and  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Oauell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


T.   J.   TO   J.   C.   C. 

MoNTiCELLO,  Fehniary  15, 1821. 

Dear  Sir, — I  address  this  day  to  Gen.  Breckenridge  a  let- 
ter* as  you  desire<i ;  to  be  shown  if  it  is  thought  expedient, 
wthnth  1    of  discretion.     I  doubt  much,  myself,  whether 

it  h  h  t  n  t  raembera  independent  in  their  purposes,  and 
je  1  f  that  ndependence,  may  not  do  more  harm  than  good. 
On  th  I  put  myself  into  the  hands  of  my  friends.  I  am  sure 
y  u  w  11  h  propriety  of  letting  no  copy  be  taken,  or  possi- 
bility occur,  of  its  getting  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  State ; 
and  even  within  these  limits,  some  of  its  expressions  should  not 
,  go  forth. 

Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Th:  Jeebbesok, 
Mr.  Cabdl. 


cxv. 

J.  C.  C.  TO   T.  J. 

KiCHMOKD,  Febmary  20,  1821. 
Dear   Sir, — I  return  you  the  enclosed   paper,   calling   a 
meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  University,  having  procured  the 
signatures  of  Mr.  Johnson  and  Gen.  Taylor,  and  a 
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own,  aa  requested  in  your  favor  of  the  30th  ult.  I  have  also 
shown  the  paper  to  Governor  Randolph,  and  the  course  pur- 
sued ia  satisfactory  to  him  and  the  executive. 

A  bill  in  favor  of  the  University  has  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  schools  and  colleges.  It  proposes  to  authorize  a 
loan  by  the  President  and  Directors  of  $60,00,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  balance  duo  from  the  General  Government,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  uninvested  principal  of  the  fund.  It  puts  the  prin- 
cipal on  the  footing  on  which  my  first  proposition  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  last  spring  would  have  placed  the  loan 
then  proposed,  with  a  small  variation.  The  bill  was  drawn  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  on  consultation  with  Gen.  Breckenridge  and 
myself.  Its  fate  will  be  decided  iii  a  few  days.  It  will  be 
powerfully  opposed;  but  1  hope  it  will  get  through,  and  ifit  does, 
I  trust  the  money  will  finish  the  buildings ;  and  if  it  should 
not,  that  the  people  of  Albemarle  will  make  up  the  deficiency. 
*  *  *  *  has  at  last  thrown  off  the  mask,  and  avowed  his  hos- 
tility to  the  bill.  Like  many  others,  he  calls  himself  a  friend 
to  the  institution.  Our  worst  enemies  arc  pretended  friends. 
I  have  written  a  very  urgent  letter  to  Gen.  Taylor,  begging 
him  to  come  into  the  Assembly.  He  declines  the  proposition. 
So  does  Broadnax  of  Greensville.  I  enclose  you  their  letters. 
I  have  written  again  to  the  latter,  enclosing  for  his  perusal 
your  letter  to  me  on  the  subject  of  my  continuance,  and  pro- 
posing to  him  to  come  for  one  session.  I  showed  your  letter 
to  Mr.  Taylor  of  Chesterfield.  He  had  before  declined,  but 
when  he  saw  your  letter,  he  promised  me  to  think  of  it,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  get  Chancellor  Taylor  to  use  his  infiuonce 
with  him.  Mr.  William  Archer,  of  Powhatan,  has  promised 
me  to  offer,  and  we  shall  get  rid  of  *  *  *,  who  declines.  Mr. 
Mallory,  of  Orange,  has  become  a  very  active  friend.  I  have 
written  to  Mr,  Ourrie,  of  Lancaster,  inviting  him  to  join  us. 
This  is  the  only  effectual  way  to  break  down  the  opposition, 
William  &  Mary,  Hampden  Sidney,  and  Washington  Collegea 
are,  in  my  opinion,  decidedly  hostile,  *****  will  oppose 
our  bill :  hut  thinks  himself  a  warm  friend.     I  am  almost  worn 
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oat  -witli  anxiety,  and  wish  the  matter  settled.  We  have 
gotten  our  James  River  hill  through  the  House  of  Delegates. 
It  is  of  vast  importance,  and  the  whole  country  will  soon  he 
alive  from  Richmond  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha, 


Faithfully  yours, 


Jos.  C.   Caeell. 


iD,  22d  FebraatJ,  I82I. 
Dear  Sir, — The  University  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading 
in  the  House  of  Delegates,  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  only. 
It  is  now  on  its  third  reading,  and  will  he  road  to-morrow. 
Our  friends,  I  think,  are  increasing.  General  Blackburn  will 
support  it.  Mr.  Garland  came  over  and  voted  for  it.  If  we 
lose  the  bill  in  the  Lower  House,  we  shall  hang  on  upon  the 
Poor-school  Bill.  I  hope  we  shall  work  it  through,  in  one  way 
or  the  other.  The  enemies,  seeing  its  decisive  character,  have 
done  their  best  to  destroy  it.  Heaven  grant  that  I  may  be 
able  to  send  you  good  news  in  my  next.  Your  letters  to  my- 
self and  General  Brccbenridge  have  arrived  and  are  thank- 
fully received.     Mr. has  withdrawn ;  and,  as  I  suppose 

no  one  else  will  come  forward,  I  need  not  come  up  till  the 
elections. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  J,ger,on. 
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T.  J.  TO   J.  C,  C. 

MoNTicBLLO,  February  22,  1821. 
DbaE  Sir, — I  some  time  ago  put  in  your  handa  a  pamphlet 
proving  indirectly  that  the  College  of  William  &  Mary  was 
intended  to  be  a  aeniinary  for  the  Church  of  England.  It  had 
been  so  long  since  I  had  read  their  printed  statutes  that  I 
Lad  forgotten  them.  Looking  lately  into  them,  I  find  they 
declare  that  the  three  fundamental  objects  of  the  institution 
are,  1.  Learning  and  morals.  2.  To  prepare  ministers  for 
the  Church  of  England.  3.  To  instruct  Indiana.  And  they 
require  that  the  Visitors  be  all  of  the  Church  of  England,  that 
its  professors  sign  its  thirty-nine  articles,  and  that  the  scholars 
be  all  taught  the  Catechism  of  that  Church,  first  in  English, 
then  in  Latin.  Wishing  to  get  my  copy  bound,  I  have  en- 
closed it  to  a  boot-binder,  but  open,  and  under  cover  to  you, 
that  you  may  turn  to  pages  121,  125,  131,  i!47,  for  the  above. 
When  I  was  a  Visitor,  in  1779,  I  got  the  two  professorships  of 
Divinity  and  grammar  schooJ  put  down,  and  others  of  law  and 
police,  of  medicine,  anatomy  and  chemistry,  and  of  modern 
languages  substituted  ;  hut  we  did  not  then  change  the  above 
statutes,  nor  do  I  know  they  have  been  since  changed — on  the 
contrary,  the  pamphlet  I  put  into  your  hand  proves,  that  if 
they  have  relaxed  in  this  fundamental  object,  they  mean  to 
return  to  it.  When  you  have  read  the  passages,  will  you  bo 
so  good  as  to  re-enclose  the  book,  stick  a  wafer,  and  have  it 
handed  to  Mayo  ? 

Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Th  :  Jefferson. 

Mr.    Oahdl. 

p.  S.  Tebruary,  28.  I  have  this  movement  received  your 
favor  of  the  20th,  and  finding  that  things  arc  not  in  a  state  to 
require  enclosing  tho  college  statutes,  I  withdraw  them ;  and 
return  the  two  letters  you  sent  me. 
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[GItos  intelligence  of  further  Eucoese.  "We  miiBt  not  come  here  agwn  : 
monej  to  creot  baildings."  In  Uie  letter  next  Bucoeeding  be  desires  the  i 
operation  of  oertain  efficient  friends  in  the  ncit  Assembly.] 


EiOHMOND,  25th  Petouary,  1821. 
Dear  Sib, — I  hare  the  pleasing  satisfaction  to  inform  you 
that  the  University  Bill  passed  yesterday,  not  exactly  in  the 
shape  its  friends  preferred,  yet  in  one  not  very  exceptionable. 
The  first  intelligence  of  its  passage  in  tiie  Lower  House,  was 
conveyed  to  us  in  the  Senate  Chamber  by  a  tumultuous  noise 
below,  like  that  which  is  usual  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  This  was  the  tumult  of  r€goicing  friends  coming  to 
bring  us  the  glad  tidings.  Gen.  Blackburn  took  the  floor  most 
zealously  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and  is  now  fairly  enlisted, 
I  wish  you  could  see  him  on  hia  way  through  Charlottesville, 
accompany  him  to  the  University,  and  invite  him  to  return  to 
the  Assembly.  I  am  satisfied  he  is  now  very  much  disposed 
to  support  your  literary  views ;  hut  from  the  course  of  his  past 
life,*  and  the  pride  of  his  character,  he  will  be  shy,  and  the 
first  advances  must  come  from  yourself.  Doddridge  also  came 
over  and  heartily  supported  the  bill.  Our  great  friend  in  that 
House  is  Gen.  Breckenridge.  He  is,  in  truth,  a  powerful  friend, 
and  you  must  insist  on  his  remaining  in  the  Assembly.  We 
are  also  much  indebted  to  Mr,  Johnson,  of  the  Senate.  In 
the  House  of  Delegates,  Mr.  Gordon  has  shewn  himself  an 
able,  valuable  and  efficient  friend.  Mr.  Watson,  of  Louisa, 
Mr.  Crump,  of  Cumberland,  Mr,  Loyall,  of  Norfolk,  Mr. 
Bowyer,  of  Rockbridge,  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  of  Henrico,  were 
Kealous  and  valuable  friends.  Mr.  Morris,  of  Hanover,  and 
Mr.  Stevenson,  of  the  city  of   Richmond,  ( 


d  been,  of  the  Federal  partj. — Ed. 
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honorable  mention.  Stevenson  will  leave  us,  but  I  hope  Mor- 
ris will  remain.  I  wish  jou  could  sec  Morris.  He  ie  a  man 
of  decided  talents,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal  iii 
support  of  the  University.  I  hope  Mr.  Gordon  will  return. 
The  cordiality  and  generosity  of  his  nature  make  him  the 
favorite  of  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Essex, 
would  have  united  with  us,  but  he  was  called  home  by  the 
illness  of  one  of  his  family.  He  talks  of  not  returning ;  but 
I  will  endeavor  to  prevail  on  him  by  letter.  I  have  failed  in 
regard  to  Currie,  whose  letter  I  eneloao  you.  It  is  the  anxious 
wish  of  our  best  friends,  and  of  no  one  more  than  myself,  that 
the  money  now  granted  may  be  sufficient  to  finish  the  build- 
ings. We  must  not  come  here  again  on  that  subject.  These 
auecesaive  applications  for  money  to  finish  the  buildings,  give 
grounds  of  reproach  to  our  enemies,  and  draw  our  friends 
into  difficulties  with  their  constituents.  The  people  of  Albe- 
marle would  consult  their  own  interests  by  making  up  any 
little  deficiency.  I  hope  the  buildings  may  be  ready  hj  the 
next  winter.  Then  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  disencumber 
the  funds.  Rest  assured,  however,  that  the  opposition  will 
not  cease.  The  enemies  of  the  institution  will  send  up  their 
friends  to  oppose  us.  In  the  Southern  parte  of  the  State,  in 
tho  quarter  of  Brunswick,  Greensville,  &c.  I  am  informed,  it 
is  now  the  fashion  to  electioneer  by  crying  down  the  University, 
We  must  cultivate  the  West,  and  unite  with  it  as  much  of  the 
East  as  possible. 

My  competitor  having  withdrawn,  I  propose  to  accompany 
Mrs.  Cabell  to  Williamsbarg,  and  to  come  up  to  the  elections. 
Should  any  new  opponent  arise,  I  hope  my  friends  will  give 
me  the  earliest  notice. 

Faithfully,  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefersov. 
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;r.  e.  e.  to  t.  j. 

liioHMOND,  lOtli  Mai-eb,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — I  liave  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  write  you  in 
reply  to  yoar  letter  relative  to  the  charter  of  William  & 
Mary  College,  because  the  passage  of  the  University  bill  ren- 
dered it  unnecessary.  But,  although  I  shail  SCO  you  on  the 
first  Monday  in  next  month,  yet  it  becomes  necessary  that  I 
should  say  a  few  words  to  you  at  this  time.  The  bill  con- 
cerning the  appropriation  of  the  literary  fund,  by  which  the 
counties  were  to  be  authorised  to  draw  the  derelict  quotas, 
failed  between  the  two  Houses.  The  Senate  insisted  on  rea- 
sonable amendments  to  prevent  waste  and  misapplication,  and 
the.  House  of  Delegates  indignantly  rejected  them.  The  ene- 
mies of  the  University  contrived  to  create  a  general  impression 
in  that  House,  that  this  was  a  breach  of  faith  in  the  Senate. 
I  need  not  tell  you  this  was  false.  Whatever  may  have  been 
promised  in  the  other  House,  none  of  the  Senators,  as  far  aa 
my  knowledge  extends,  had  made  an  unconditional  promise. 
Gen.  Breckenridge  approves  our  course.  But  I  am  assured, 
that  many  men  of  respectability,  who  heretofore  have  voted 
with  us,  went  away,  solemnly  declaring  that  they  would  never 
again  vote  one  cent  to  the  institution,  I  am  greatly  fearful 
that  the  elections  will  bo  regulated  by  this  question,  and  our 
enemies  will  increase.  All  our  friends,  about  Richmond,  en- 
treat me  to  write  to  you,  to  commence  no  building  which  can- 
not be  finished,  and,  above  all,  not  to  come  here  again  for 
money  to  erect  buildings.  The  general  impression  seems  to 
be,  that  the  Legislature  wiU  do  nothing  more  for  some  years ; 
and  many  think  it  wouid  be  wise  policy  to  abstain  from  encum- 
bering the  annuity  to  the  amount  allowed  by  law,  and  to  reserve 
as  much  of  it  as  possible  for  the  annual  support  of  the  profes- 
sors. It  is  thought,  too,  it  would  have  a  favorable  effect  on 
the  Legislature,  if  we  were  to  keep  a  balance  unexpended  at 
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the  end  of  the  year.  The  popiilar  cry  is,  that  there  is  too 
ranch  finery  anil  too  nrnch  extraTagance,  You  ■will  be  better 
ioformed  on  these  points  when  the  board  meets.  I  see  no 
prospect  of  our  being  able  to  get  rid  of  the  encumbrance  on 
the  annuity,  but  hj  some  source  of  revenue  other  than  the 
literary  fund  ;  ajid  this  will  bo  vory  difficult.  My  principal 
object,  in  writing  you  at  tbia  time,  is  to  apprise  you  that  we 
are  liiiely  to  lose  our  friend  Gen.  Breckenridge,  and  to  ask 
you  to  use  your  influence  to  prevent  it.  He  told  me  he  could 
not  consent  to  come  again ;  but  at  last  said  he  would  not  com- 
mit himself  till  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors.  I  am 
told,  however,  that  when  he  left  town  he  said  he  should  not 
offer,  and  would  not  serve  again.  He  is  the.  only  man  that  can 
keep  the  Western  delegation  correct ;  and  -is  worth  more  than 
all  the  rest  of  ms  put  togetlier.*  If  he  quits  us,  I  shall  be  in 
utter  despair  for  years  to  come.  Therefore,  I  beseech  you  and 
Mr.  Madison  both,  to  write  him  earnestly  and  without  delay. 
Botetourt  court  is  on  Monday,  and  I  fear  a  candidate  will  be 
brought  forward  in  his  place  on  that  day.  I  have  reasons, 
however,  to  believe  that  it  will  be  our  late  speaker.  Watts,  hie 
son-in-law,  who  has  moved  into  Botetourt ;  and  if  he  should 
be  declared  on  Monday,  he  may,  without  discredit,  give  way 
to  hia  father-in-law.  Broadnax  persists  in  not  offering.  I  saw 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  Chcster6eld,  yesterday,  and  found  he  had  not 
consented  to  offer,  as  I  had  supposed.  But  I  hope  what  I  then 
said  to  him  will  induce  him  to  come  out.  Himself  and  G-en. 
Breckenridge  are  the  men,  above  all  others,  I  should  be 
pleased  to  see  in  the  House  of  Delegates.  Mr.  Tazewell,  of 
Norfolk,  would  be  a  powerful  auxiliary.  I  have  no  influence 
with  him.  If  you  were  to  invite  him,  probably  he  would  offer. 
I  submit  to  your  better  judgment,  whether  you  should  write 
him  on  this  subject.     He  m  thought,  by  some,  to  be  favorably 


*  This  ivcll-merited  tribnte  excites  our  regret,  that  tbe  surTiving  friends  of 
this  gentleman  have  not  given  to  the  public  some  fuller  and  more  adequate 
memorial  of  his  private  worth  and  public  Eeryioea. 
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disposed  to  such  an  application,  and  there  is  now  a  vacancy  in 
the  borough  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  Loyall  having  determined  to  with- 
draw. Tazewell  has  always  been  friendly  to  the  University. 
He  is  versatile  on  some  subjects,  hat  I  boliove  steady  on  this  ; 
and  lie  is,  without  exception,  the  most  powerful  advocate  I  ever 
heard. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 


J.  c,  0.  TO   T.  J. 

Edgewood,  1st  April,  1821. 
Dear  Sie, — I  am  much  concerned  not  to  he  able  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Visitors  or  the  Albemarle  election,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  indisposition  contracted  in  traveling  through 
the  late  severe  weather.  I  hope  my  friends  will  make  known 
the  cause  of  my  absence  from  the  election,  and  make  my  apol- 
ogy to  the  people.  I  shall  endeavor  to  call  on  you,  on  my  way 
down  the  country.  I  profit  of  the  opportimity  by  Mr.  Southall 
to  convey  you  this  note.  My  respectful  compliments  and 
friendly  salutations  attend  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  your  friend, 

Jos.  0.  Cabbll. 
Mr.  Jeferson. 


JuDOK  CoAiTEB's,  Hecrioo,  28fli  April,  1831. 
Dear  Sir, — It  was  not  until  the  25th  inet.  that  I  found  my 
health  sufficiently  restored  to  enable  me  to  set  out  for  the 
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lower  cotmtry.  By  traveling  slowly,  and  lying  down  aome 
hours  in  the  day,  I  was  enabled  to  get  down  from  my  brother's 
in  three  days,  but  not  without  being  compelled  to  go  to  bed 
with  a  high  fever  at  Powhatan  Court-house,  which  continued 
half  a  day  and  one  night.  I  arrived  here  much  ludispoaed 
yesterday,  but  am  better  to-day,  and  hope  that  my  journey  to 
the  Northern  Neck,  whither  I  am  now  going,  will  entirely 
restore  my  strength.  'Xhe  cold  which  I  took  in  traveling  up 
the  country  greatly  affected  my  muscular  and  nervoixs  system. 
The  consequence  is,  I  am  thrown  into  so  weak  and  delicate  a 
state,  that  I  could  not  move  out  of  the  house  without  taking 
fresh  cold  that  would  bring  back  in  an  aggravated  form  all  my 
complaints.  The  extraordinary  prevalence  of  winds,  and  the 
sudden  and  frequent  changes  in  March  and  April,  prolonged 
my  confinement.  Knowing  how  little  would  overset  me,  I 
determined  to  rely  on  the  liberality  of  the  people,  and  confine 
myself  to  the  house.  Mrs.  Cabell  had  come  up  to  this  place, 
and  was  very  uneasy  about  me.  I  was  not  in  a  situation  to 
visit  you  with  the  tranquility  and  strength  that  were  requisite 
for  the  objects  of  my  call.  The  heats  of  summer  were  advan- 
cing apace,  and  a  full  month  is  necessary  to  make  my  journey 
to  Corrottoraan,  where  the  state  of  my  affairs  demands  my 
immediate  presence.  I  therefore  determined  to  postpone  my 
visit  to  the  University  till  my  return  in  June,  when  I  hope  to 
he  entirely  well,  and  will  come  down  at  leisure,  to  converse 
with  you  fully  on  the  affairs  of  the  University.  Since  I  last 
wrote  you  by  Mr.  Southall,  I  have  learnt  from  General  Cocke 
that  he  was  also  prevented  by  iU-health  from  attending  the  last 
meeting.  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  what  passed  at  the  meet- 
ing, and  feel  very  ansious  for  information.  I  regret  to  find 
that  Gen.  Breckenridge  will  not  be  in  the  next  Assembly;  as 
also  to  discover  in  Gen.  Blackburn's  speech  on  the  University 
some  remarks  which  I  did  not  know  it  contained,  till  I  saw  it 
in  the  Enquirer,  not  having  been  present  at  its  delivery.  I 
regret  that  Mr.  Maury  was  not  returned  from  Buckinghana. 
Both  the  delegates  from  that  county  will  probably  be  in  the 
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opposition.  Amherst  and  Nelson  will  go  witli  ****.  My 
friend  Col.  Shelton  was  shut  out  by  his  own  son-in-law.  *  * 
*******  rpj^g  elections,  aa  far  as  I  have  heard 
from  them,  aro  as  favorable  as  I  could  expect.  It  is  reported 
that  the  University  has  lost  ground  considerably  of  lato  among 
the  mass  of  the  people.  Some  efforts  ought  to  he  made,  in  the 
course  of  the  season,  to  regain  and  strengthen  the  public  con- 
fidence. We  have  every  thing  to  hope  from  the  importance 
and  singleness  of  the  object,  and  the  progress  of  information, 
But  I  fear  the  results  will  be  too  slow.  I  did  not  like  the 
manner  in  which  the  business  was  conducted  last  winter.  The 
whole  of  the  literary  fund  being  now  disposed  of,  we  are  driven 
upon  a  difficult  and  thorny  path.*  Wo  must  look  for  a  sink- 
ing fund  to  pay  tho  interest  and  principal  of  the  debt,  or  strive 
to  get  it  remitted.  Best  assured,  my  dear  sir,  that  a  ca,ll  must 
be  made  upon  all  the  friends  of  literature  and  science  to  unite 
their  influence  on  this  great  occasion — a  call  such  as  made  by 
myself  and  others  on  the  question  of  location.  But  the  minds 
of  leading  men  over  the  State  should  be  drawn  early  to  this 
Sttbject.  Much  may  be  done  by  yourself  and  Mr.  Madison. 
I  have  not  time  to  go  more  fully  into  the  subject,  at  this  time; 
but  will  come  to  see  yoti  aa  soon  as  I  return.  In  the  interim, 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeffeyson. 


*  His  aiitioipaUons  wore  verifiecl.  Vftrious  iinanoml  espedkiifs — sou 
wliich  had  been  suggested  before,  (see  Letters  87,  96,  101) — in  lie  nest  t 
years,  were  presented,  discussed,  modified,  -withdrawn  or  rejected,  T 
which  met  with  partial  or  entire  suocesa  are  detailed  in  future  letters, 
in  particular  Nos.  125,  131,  !32,  135,  136,  141,  142,  144,  364,  166. 
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EiiCEwoOB,  St!i  August,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — My  servant  comes  down  to  Mr.  Minor's  on 
ImsineBS  relative  to  my  farm,  and  I  profit  of  the  opportunity 
to  drop  jou  a  line,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  should  have  been 
at  Montieello  a  month  ago,  but  for  a  return  of  had  health,  I 
arrived  here  on  2d  June;  was  employed  four  or  fiye  weeks  in 
necessary  attention  to  my  affairs,  when  I  had  an  attack  of  tiie 
prevailing  epidemic,  from  the  eifects  of  which  I  have  not  yet 
entirely  recovered.  I  anxiously  wished  to  come  down  about 
this  time,  but  could  not  ride  so  fai-  at  this  season,  without  ex- 
cessive pain,  and  imminent  danger  of  a  bilious  fever.  Mrs. 
Cabell  is  also  in  bad  health.  If  we  do  not  get  better,  we  shall 
spend  the  first  fortnight  in  September  at  some  of  the  Springs. 
I  count  confidently  on  being  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 
I  shall  husband  my  health,  so  as  to  meet  our  friends  in  the 
next  Assembly,  and  do  anything  in  my  power  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  University.  In  the  mean  time,  permit  me  to 
recommend  a  complete  liquidation  and  lucid  statement  of  all 
accounts;  and,  should  it  be  requisite,  the  employment  of  a 
skillful  accountant,  to  state  all  the  accounts  in  a  regular  set  of 
hooks ;  and  to  have  the  books  ready  to  be  sent  to  the  Assem- 
bly, [You,  doubtless,  observe  the  movements  of  the  Presbyte- 
rians at  Hampden  Sidney,  and  the  Episcopalians  at  William  & 
Mary.*  I  learn  that  the  former  sect,  or  rather  the  clergy  of 
that  sect,  in  their  synods  and  presbyteries,  talk  much  of  the 
University.  They  believe,  as  I  am  informed,  that  the  Socini- 
ana  are  to  be  installed  at  the  University  for  the  purpose  of 
overthrowing  the  prevailing  religious  opinions  of  the  country. 
They   are  therefore  drawing  off,  and  endeavoring  to  set  up 

*  This  subject  will  be  toudied  in  a.  futui-e  notu. 
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establishments  of  their  own,  subject  to  their  own  control. 
Hence  the  great  eiForta  now  making  at  Hampden  Sidney,  and 
the  call  on  all  the  countica  on  the  south  side  of  James  Elver 
to  unite  in  support  of  that  college.  Thej  calculate  on  Robin- 
son's estate  at  Washington  College,  and  are  opposed  to  any 
substantial  change  in  the  old  charters. 

I  hope  your  health  continues  good.  Should  you  write  to 
Mr.  Madison,  be  pleased  to  remember  me  with  great  respect 
and  regard  to  him. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  your  friend, 

JosKPH  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefei-son. 


(circular.)     T,  J.  TO  J.  C.  0. 

MoNTicELi,o,  Augnat  1.5,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — la  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Visitors 
of  the  University,  at  their  last  session,  the  Proctor  has  been 
constantly  employed  in  "ascertaining  the  state  of  accounts 
under  contracts  already  made,  and  the  expense  of  completing 
the  buildings  begun  and  contemplated;"  and  wo  have  conse- 
quently suspended,  according  to  instructions,  "the  entering 
into  any  contracts  for  the  library  until  we  see  that  it  may  be 
done  without  interfering  with  the  finishing  of  all  the  pavilions, 
hotels  and  dormitories  begun  and  to  be  begun."  The  Proctor 
will  require  yet  a  considerable  time  to  complete  his  settlements ; 
insomuch  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  there  will  be  any 
thing  ready  for  us  to  act  on  at  our  stated  meeting  in  October, 
should  that  take  place.  Eut  by  deferring  our  meeting  to  the 
approach  of  that  of  the  General  Assembly,  it  is  believed  we  shall 
be  able  to  report  to  them  that  nearly  tho  whole  of  the  buildings 
of  accommodation  arc  finished,  and  the  sum  they  will  have 
cost;  that  the  few  remaining  will  be  finished  by  the  spring, 
and  what  their  probable  cost  will  be,  as  ascertained  by  experi" 
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ence,  and  further  to  shew  the  balance  of  the  funds  still  at  our 
command,  and  how  far  they  will  be  competent  to  the  erection 
of  the  library.  On  this  view  of  the  unreadiness  of  matter  for 
our  next  stated  meeting,  and  the  prospect  that  a  deferred  one 
will  enable  us  to  make  a  clear  and  satisfactory  report,  I  ven- 


ture to  propose  the  omi 

special  call  of  an 

the  meeting  of  the  Legi 


ission  of  our  October  meeting,  and  the 
ional  one  on  the  Thursday  preceding 
;ure.  That  day  is  iixed  on  for  the 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature; as  it  brings  them  so  far  on  their  way  to  Eichmond, 
with  time  to  get  to  the  first  day  of  the  session.  Not  having 
an  opportunity  of  personal  consultation  with  my  colleague  of 
the  committee  of  advice,  I  pass  the  letters  through  his  hands. 
If  he  approves  the  proposition,  he  will  subjoin  his  approbation 
and  forward  them  to  their  several  addresses;  otherwise,  not. 
If  approved,  it  will  be  proper  you  should  subscribe  the  enclosed 
notice  and  return  it  to  me,  to  be  placed  among  our  records. 

I  have  just  received  an  order  of  the  Iiitorary  Board  for 
$29,100,  in  part  of  the  loan  of  $60,000  lately  authorized; 
and,  following  the  practice  of  the  Legislature,  I  have  thought 
it  just  and  safest  to  have  the  deposit  made  by  moieties  in  the 
Virginia  and  Farmers  Banks. 

I  salute  you  with  great  friendship  and  respect. 

Th:  Jefebrson. 

Joseph   C.  Cabell,  Ess- 

Approved. 

JoHK  H.   Cooke. 


CXXIV. 

J.  c.  C.  TO   1.  J. 

Ebgewood,  Blst  August,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — By  the  last  mail  I  received  the  Circular  of  Gren. 
Cocke  and  yourself,  proposing  to  the  Visitors  to  omit  the  regu- 
lar autumnal  meeting,   and  in  lieu  thereof  to  hold  a  special 
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meeting  on  the  Thursday  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  Assem- 
bly. The  reasons  stated  in  the  Circalar  in  support  of  this 
proposition  are  entirely  satisfactory  to  my  mind.  I  shall  ac- 
cordingly decline  carrying  Mrs.  Oahcll  with  me  to  Corrottoman, 
as  I  wished  and  intended,  in  order  that  I  may  return  on  horse 
back,  travel  quickly,  and  he  certain  to  attend.  I  shall  shift  my 
overseer  here  on  let  November,  depart  immediately,  leave  my 
wife  with  her  parents  in  Williamsburg,  hasten  on  horse  back 
across  the  lower  ferries,  spend  a  fortnight  on  my  estate  helow, 
and  return  by  Tappahannock  and  the  upper  ferries.  Nothing 
but  death  or  illness  shall  prevent  my  coming.  The  time  is 
extremely  inconvenient  to  me,  and  mars  some  favorite  and  long 
projected  arrangements  for  the  autumn.  But  what  of  that? 
If  I  can  but  retain  the  little  stock  of  health,  it  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  re-acquire,  I  will  come  to  Monticello  with  a 
heart  warm  with  zeal  in  the  holy  cause.  I  have  devoted  my- 
self to  some  favorite  improvements  on  my  farm  this  summer ; 
have  kept  out  of  the  sun ;  and  walked  from  four  to  five  miles 
each  day;  and  though  I  have  had  a  severe  attack  of  illness  in 
the  summer,  I  am  pretty  well  again,  and  feel  nothing  of  the 
affection  of  my  side,  except  in  cloudy  weather.  Had  I  kept 
up  my  practice  of  walking  in  the  winter  mornings,  I  should 
probably  have  avoided  the  severe  illness  I  suffered  in  the 
spring.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  your  good 
health  continues  uninterrupted.  I  am  going  to  next  Albemarle 
court,  and  shall  commit  this  to  the  post-ofBcG  at  Charlottesville. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

JosETii  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  J.ffcr,on. 
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T.    J.    TO    J.    C,    0, 

MoNTiCEiLO,  Soptemlier  SO,  1821. 
Deae  Sir, — Mr.  lirockenbrough  has  been  closely  engaged 
since  our  last  meeting  in  settling  the  coat  of  the  buildings 
finished  at  the  University,  that  Tve  might  obtain  a  more  cor- 
rect view  of  the  state  of  our  funds,  and  see  whether  a  compe- 
tency will  remain  for  the  library.  He  has  settled  for  six 
pavilions,  one  hotel,  and  thirty-five  dorroitories,  and  will'  pro- 
ceed with  the  rest ;  bo  that  I  hope,  by  our  next  meeting,  the 
whole  of  the  four  rows  will  be  nearly  settled.  From  what  is 
done,  he  baa  formed  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  what  is  yet  to 
be  done ;  and  guided  in  it  by  actual  experience,  it  is  probably 
nearly  correct.  The  result  is,  that  our  actual  receipts  hereto- 
fore, with  what  is  still  to  be  received  of  the  loan  of  this  year, 
after  paying  for  the  lands  and  all  incidental  and  current  ex- 
penses, will  exactly  complete  the  four  rows  of  buildings  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  professors  and  stadents,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  $195,000,  and  leave  us  without  either  debt  or 
contract. 

In  the  conjectural  estimate  laid  before  the  visitors  at  their 
last  meeting,  it  was  supposed  that  the  three  annuities  of  1822, 
'23  and  '24,  would  suffice  for  the  library  and  current  charges, 
without  the  aid  of  the  unpaid  subscriptions  which  were  re- 
served therefore  as  a  contingent  fund.  By  this  more  accurate 
estimate,  it  appears  that  the  unpaid  subscriptions,  valued  at 
$18,000,  will  be  neceSBCtry  to  complete  that  building.  So  that 
the  conjectural  estimate  fell  short  by  $18,000  of  the  real  cost 
of  the  four  rows ;  which  in  a  total  of  $195,000,  is  perhaps  not 
over- considerable.  I  call  it  the  real  cost,  because  that  of  the 
unfinished  buildings  is  reckoned  by  the  real  cost  of  those 
finished.  The  season  being  now  too  far  advanced  to  begin  the 
library,  and  the  afflicting  sickness  in  Gen.  Cocke's  family 
having  deprived  me  of  the  benefit  of  consultation  with  him,  I 
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think  it  a  duty  to  leave  that  undertaking  entirely  open  and  nn- 
deoided,  for  the  opinion  of  the  Visitors  at  their  meeting  in 
November,  when  it  is  believed  the  actual  settlements  will  have 
reached  every  thing,  except  one  pavilion  and  three  hotels, 
which  alone  will  be  unfinished  until  the  spring. 

The  considerations  which  urge  the  building  the  hull,  at  least, 
of  the  library,  seemed  to  impress  the  Board  strongly  at  their 
last  meeting ;  and  it  is  put  in  our  power  to  undertake  it  with 
perfect  safety,  by  the  indefinite  suspension  by  the  Legislature, 
of  the  commencement  of  our  instalments.  This  leaves  us  free 
to  take  another  year's  annuity,  to  wit:  that  of  25  before  we 
begin  instalments,  should  the  funds  fall  short  which  are  here 
counted  on  for  that  building.  The  undertakers  are  disposed 
to  accept  and  collect  themselves  the  outstanding  Buhseriptions 
in  part  of  payment.  Ton  will  distinguish,  in  this  statement, 
by  their  enormous  cost,  the  pavilions  Ko.  3  and  7,  and  16  dor- 
mitories contracted  for  in  1817  and  '18,  at  the  inflated  prices 
prevailing  then,  while  we  acted  as  a  Central  College  only.  In 
1819,  and  the  following  years,  prices  were  reduced  from  25  to 
50  per  cent.  The  enlarged  cost  of  the  latter  dormitories  has 
been  occasioned  hy  the  unevenness  of  the  ground,  which  re- 
quires cellars  under  many  of  them. 

I  shall  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  you  at  Monti- 
cello  a  day,  at  least,  before  that  of  our  meeting,  as  we  can 
prepare  onr  business  here,  so  much  more  at  leisure  than  at  the 
Tlniversity.     I  salute  you  with  great  friendship  and  respect. 

Th:    jEEKEReOTT. 
Mr.  Cabell. 
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)   IN  IHE   FOREGOING. 

A  view  of  the  wJioh  expenses  of  (he  Funds  of  the  University. 

Ai^taal  Estimated  Avtra- 

Cost.  Cost.  gee. 

Pavilions  No.  3  and  7  nudertakea  in 

1817  and  1818,  -        -        -        $19,149  81  $9,574  90 

Pftvilione  No.  4,  5,  9,  -        -        -  33,563  15  8,390  78 

17  marble  capitals  from  Italy  for  No. 

2,  8,  6,  8,         -        -        -        -  1,784  00 

Pn^aioaa  No.  1,  6,  8,  10,   not  finislied,  33,563  15 

Hotel  BB. 4,fi09  58 

Five-sisth  other  hotels  not  finished,  20,000  00      4,000  00 


Dormitories,  13  undertaUen  ia  1817, 
10    -        -        - 
71  not  finished, 

109 


11,083  63  583  34 


Lands,  wages,  and  condngenoies  (sup- 
pose for  I'ound  numbers,) 

18,885  74 

S84,088 

51 

$110,911  49 

Funds : 
Glebe  Lands, 
Annuities  of  1819,  '20,  '21, 
Loan  of  1830,        -        - 
Loan  of  1821,        -        - 
Sahacriptions  reoeiTOd  to 

Sept.,  1821,  Bbcmt 

$3,104  09 
45,000  00 
00,000  00 
60,000  00 

25,000  00 

$195,000 

Bal.  to  be  carried  forward,    $1,895  91  195,000 

Expenses  to  be  still  inouired : 
Walls   of   back  jarda,   gardens,    &o., 

abont  100,000  bricks,-      -        -  1,500  00 

Wages  and  contingencies  for  1823,  '24,  0,000  00 

Library:  hull80,200,& interior  13,476,  43,675  00 

Interest  for  1821,  '22,  '23,          -  13,700  00 


Balance  brought  forward,  $1,835  91 
Subscriptions  $19,183  38, 

of  which  are  separate  18,000  00 

Annuitiesof  1822, '23, '24,  45,000  00 


more  summary  vietu  of  tke  coat  of  the  four  TOin  of  bnildinys  and  library. 
Ten  Pavilions,  ....  $88,06011 

Sis  Hotels, 24,609  58 

One  hundred  and  niHC  Dovmitories,    -  -  63,445  57 
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OXXVI. 

J.    C.    C.  TO    T.    J. 

WiiLiAjisiiufti;,  21st  November,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — I  most  heartily  regret  to  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  again  apologising  for  my  absence  from  the  meeting  of 
the  Visitors.  The  cause  of  my  disappointment  is  fresh  indis- 
position, the  character  and  tendency  of  which  Gen.  Coeko  will 
more  particularly  explain  to  you.  I  am  pursuing  a  course 
recommended  by  two  physicians  in  Richmond,  and  thus  far 
approved  by  Dr.  Smith  of  this  place.  They  have  all  advised 
me  to  decline  my  visit  to  Corrottornan,  and  my  attendance  at 
the  meeting  on  "Wednesday  next ;  but  I  think  I  may  attend  tot 
my  duties  in  the  Senate.  Mr.  Johnson  will  enable  me  to  un- 
derstand the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Board,  which  i  regret 
very  much  not  to  be  able  to  learn  from  them  personally.  If  I 
had  a  vote  on  the  question  of  finishing  the  buildings,  I  sbould 
vote  for  it,  as  a  measure  con-eet  in  itself,  and  prudent  with 
reference  to  the  present  state  of  the  public  mind.  If  there  be 
not  money  enough  to  finish  them,  I  would  go  on  as  near  to  the 
object  as  possible.  But  I  am  at  this  time  inclined  to  think  I 
would  ask  nothing  of  the  present  Assembly.  I  would  go  on 
and  complete  the  buildings,  and  at  another  session  make  the 
great  effort  to  emancipate  the  funds,  Last  spring  I  rather 
inclined  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  many  friends  in  Rich- 
mond, that  we  should  commence  no  building,  which  we  could 
not  finish.  But  I  now  think  otherwise.  I  see  no  essential 
good  to  result  from  stopping  short  of  our  object,  merely  to 
have  the  credit  of  having  a  little  money  in  hand,  which  the 
enemies  of  the  institution  would  aver  that  we  wished  to  spend, 
but  had  not  the  courage  to  part  with.  They  would  exaggerate 
the  sum  eventually  necessary  to  complete  the  establishment, 
and  laugh  at  our  policy.  Such  are  my  views.  But  you  and 
the  enlightened  gentlemen  of  the  Board  know  better  bow  to 
steer  the  ship  than  I  do.     I  will  heartily  co-operate  in  such 
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measorea  as  your  better  judgments  will  propose.  Be  pleased 
to  remember  me  most  respectfully  and  kindly  to  all  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Board,  and  believe  me  to  remain  faithfully  and 
unchangeably  your  friend. 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


[Polioj  to  be  pursued  during  the  present  aeasion.     New 
opposition.     Mode  in  wliicb  it  ms  met,     "  Timeo  Danaoa."'\ 

J.    C.    C.    TO   T.    J. 

RiOBMOSB,  January  3,  1822, 
Dear  Sir, — I  arrived  here  on  the  30th  ult.,  and  took  my 
seat  in  the  Senate  on  the  Slat.  My  general  health  is  good, 
and  the  disease  in  my  ear  considerably  diminished.  I  feel 
myself  in  a  situation  to  return  zealously  and  vigorously  to  the 
duties  of  my  station,  and  for  that  purpose  have  taken  my 
lodgings  at  the  Eagle  Hotel.  I  trust  there  will  be  no  relapse 
in  the  local  affection ;  and  as  to  my  general  health,  my  morn- 
ing walks  will  preserve  it,  unless  the  exertion  of  my  mind  and 
anxious  watching  of  nights  should  greatly  impair  it,  as  they 
have  done  heretofore.  But  I  will  trust  myself  to  Providence, 
and  hope  for  the  best.  I  have  been  bo  long  cut  oif  from  my 
aocustomed  communications  with  you,  that  I  almost  fear  you 
doubt  my  fidelity  and  constancy.  I  intend  to  write  you  as  I 
did  formerly,  and  shall  endeavor  to  keep  you  fully  and  regu- 
larly informed  of  our  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  University. 
For,  as  yon  will  have  seen  in  the  papers,  the  subject  has  been 
brought  forward  to  the  surprise  of  us  all,  by  Mr,  Griffin  of 
York,  Mr.  Minor  of  Spottsylvania,  had  written  to  me  to 
hasten  up ;  hut  I  did  not  receive  his  letter,  nor  hear  of  the  mo- 
tion till  my  arrival  here  on  Sunday.  At  first,  Mr,  Griffin's 
motion  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  friends  of  the  University. 
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Coming  from  a  quarter  deemed  so  hostile,  we  thouglit  it  a  har- 
binger of  a  favorable  change  in  the  public  feeling  and  opinion. 
I  confess  I  had  my  doubts  from  the  beginning,  and  now  those 
doubts  are  confirmed.  I  knew  from  information  received  from 
Mr.  Saunders  in  Williamsburgj  that  Mr.  Griffin  had  been 
apprized  that  his  course  last  winter  was  thought  by  the  friends 
of  the  University,  to  have  had  for  its  principal  object  the  de- 
struction of  that  institution,  and  I  thought  it  not  improbable 
that  be  sought  to  redeem  himself  from  the  charge  of  insin- 
cerity in  the  estimation  of  the  more  enlightened  part  of  the 
community.  Some  supposed  he  wished  to  prevent  the  literary 
board  from  completing  the  loan.  Others,  thai  he  wished  to 
force  the  friends  of  the  University  to  a  premature  movement 
at  an  inauspicious  time.  All  of  us,  however,  thought  that  so 
remarkable  a  movement  from  an  opponent,  whatever  the  mo- 
tive might  be,  was  calculated  to  do  good.  How  far  it  may 
influence  our  movements,  will  depend  on  circumstances.  Yes- 
terday Mr,  Griffin  sought  a  conversation  with  me,  ivhich  satis- 
fied mo  that  his  support  would  not  be  given  to  his  own  motion. 
He  called  on  me  to  know  if  the  Logialaturo  would  consent  to 
cancel  the  bonds  of  the  University,  on  condition  that  we  should 
never  apply  for  any  further  appropriation,  whether  we  would 
consent  to  give  the  pledge.  I  replied  to  him,  that  I  could  not 
speak  for  others,  but  for  myself,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  avow 
that  I  would  give  no  such  pledge,  and  I  was  very  confident 
that  the  other  friends  of  the  University  would  give  a  similar 
answer.  Indeed,  I  told  him,  that  I  would  sooner  see  the  mea- 
sure which  he  had  offered  rejected,  than  to  accept  it  on  any 
such  condition.  All  tho  obvious  objections  to  such  a  pledge 
were  urged,  and  I  need  not  repeat  them  to  you.  He  contended 
that  unless  such  a  pledge  was  given,  he  was  sure  the  motion 
to  cancel  the  bonds  would  be  rejected  by  an  immense  majority; 
and  I  understood  him  to  say  that  in  such  case  he  would  him- 
self vote  against  it.  He  furthermore  observed,  that  even  that 
pledge  would  not  carry  the  measure ;  and  finally  remarked 
that  he  should  urge  the  measure  no  further.     Among  other 
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things,  he  assured  me  that  he  began  to  feel  apprehensions  for 
the  safety  of  the  literary  fund.  The  University,  he  said,  was 
evidently  more  and  more  unpopular,  and  his  motion  was  op- 
posed by  all  the  leading  members  of  the  Honae.  I  told  him 
that  his  measure  would  of  itself  enable  the  University  to  get 
into  operation  in  a  short  time,  and  to  flourish  greatly,  but 
individually,  I  was  of  opinion  that  future  Legislatures  should 
go  further,  I  remonstrated  with  him  on  the  impropriety  of, 
his  withdrawing  himself  from  the  support  of  his  own  proposi- 
tion, because  we  would  not  agree  with  him  on  ulterior  measures 
not  necessarily  connected  with  it;  and  invited  him  to  aid  us  in 
removing  the  popular  prejudices.  But  all  would  not  do,  and 
we  separated  without  coming  to  any  agreement  of  opinion. 
In  parting,  I  reqoested  him  to  converse  with  Mr.  Johnson, 
inasmuch  as  I  did  not  wish  to  be  singly  consulted  on  the  occa- 
sion. He  declined  doing  so,  as  unnecessary  after  what  had 
passed.  This  conversation  has  been  a  subject  of  much  merri- 
ment among  our  friends ;  and  we  are  amused  at  the  eifort  thus 
gravely  made  to  bind  us  to  our  good  behaviour  in  all  time  to 
come.  Mr.  Ritchie  will  como  out  with  an  encomium  on  Mr. 
Giriffin's  liberality.  We  are  not  yet  decided  whether  we  shall 
profit  of  the  opening  made  by  Mr.  Grriffin,  or  let  the  subject  lie 
over  till  another  session.  I  am  endeavoring  to  ascertain  our 
best  policy,  by  consultation  with  our  friends.  The  laborious 
task  again  falls  to  my  share  to  go  the  rounds,  and  to  endeavor 
to  reliindle  the  enthusiasm  of  our  friends.  In  the  course  of 
the  last  three  clays,  I  have  seen  enough  to  convince  me  that 
the  Senate  is  well  disposed,  and  the  House  of  Delegates,  per- 
liaps,  more  than  usually  hostile.  The  temper  and  disposition 
of  that  House  is  distressing  and  alarming.  To-day  a  motion 
was  made  and  supported  by  Morris  and  Blackburn,  to  authorize 
the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  mailing  an  appropriation  to  Washington  and  Hamp- 
den Sidney  Colleges,  and  it  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 
These  colleges  have  both  three  or  four  respectable  agents  here, 
soliciting  aid  from  the  Legislature.  It  is  true  that  there  is  no 
15 
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money  to  dispose  of;  but  to  refuse  enquiry  to  the  colleges, 
indicates  great  hostility  to  the  literary  interests  of  the  State, 
as  they  aro  more  popular  than  the  University.  Iniiced,  it  is 
doubted  whether  there  is  not  a  strong  party  in  the  House  for 
the  total  abolition  of  the  literary  fund.  Our  prospects  are 
certainly  gloomy  in  a  high  degree.  I  have  recommendecl  to 
our  friends  to  keep  back  the  subject  as  long  as  possible,  and  in 
the  interim  to  endeavor  to  make  friends.  We  all  agree  thus 
far,  that  Griffin's  proposition  is  the  proper  one,  if  we  make 
any ;  and  that  we  should  ask  for  nothing  more.  I  still  have 
hopes  that  explanation  may  pave  the  way  to  final  success ;  but 
in  all  our  struggles,  never  have  I  seen  a  more  gloomy  prospect. 
Blackburn  is  said  by  some,  to  take  to  heart  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  government  to  Staunton.  I  am  not  sure  of  this,  but  I 
suspect  he  seeks  it  with  deep  anxiety.  Is  it  not  possible  that 
calculations  may  ho  made  on  our  anxiety  to  endow  the  Univcr- 
sity?  May  they  not  say — these  men  would  not  oppose  us, 
least  we  may  retaliate  ?  I  feel  the  dilemma — I  regret  it~-but 
I  cannot  vote  to  carry  the  scat  of  government  to  Staunton. 
We  are  committed  against  Charlottesville;  because  of  the 
University  being  there.  And  I  presume  our  best  course  is  to 
keep  it  here.  I  shall  not  be  busy  or  noisy,  but  my  purpose  is 
settled,  he  the  consequences  what  they  may. 

ith  January :  I  hear  to-day  a  general  coneurrenee  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  hostile  character  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and 
the  probability  that  we  ought  not  to  apply  for  any  thing. 
Yesterday  in  the  debate  on  tho  motion  to  refer  the  considera- 
tion of  the  college  question  to  the  Conimittee  of  Schools  and 
Colleges,  I  understood  Cten.  Blackburn  strongly  committed 
himself  against  any  and  every  proposition  to  touch  the  capital 
of  the  literary  fund,  Mr.  Bitchie's  remarks  of  this  morning, 
will  probably  carry  Mr.  Gr,  to  the  point  of  voting  for  his  own 
motion.  Mr.  Watkins  of  Prince  Edward,  one  of  the  Oommis- 
aioners  at  Eockfish  G-ap,  is  here  on  a  visit.  He  is  a  friend  to 
the  University,  and  to  Hampden  Sidney.  He  strongly  advises 
that  we  shall  make  no  such  application  this  session  ;  he  says 
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we  should  aak  for  no  more  money,  and  let  the  debt  stand  for 
the  present ;  that  hy  the  remission  of  the  deht,  we  shall  not 
get  money,  &e.  But  I  think  otherwise.  We  should  get  our 
annuity,  and  after  that  the  momentum  of  the  institution  would 
carry  it  along.  There  ia  an  almost  unanimous  opinion,  that  if 
■we  should  move  at  all,  we  should  present  and  support  Griffin's 
proposition.  And  we  generally  think  that  we  ought  to  keep 
hack  the  proposition,  and  then  he  governed  by  circumstances. 
Col.  Archer  of  Powhatan,  has  just  given  his  support  to  this 
course,  and  he  moves  much  among  the  memhers.  He  thinks 
at  this  time  we  should  meet  with  a  decided  repulse.  I  should 
he  happy  to  receive  any  advice  from  yourself  or  Mr.  Madison ; 
but  will  certainly  write  you  from  time  to  time. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  it  would  be  good  policy  to  show  a 
friendly  disposition  towards  the  colleges.  The  friends  of  Hamp- 
den Sidney  are  anxious  for  aid,  and  are  not  so  lofty  in  their 
tone  as  they  were  last  winter.  I  came  here  disposed,  if  there 
should  be  money  to  spare,  to  vote  something  to  them,  on  con- 
ditions not  very  rigorous ;  to  meet  them  in  friendly  consulta- 
tion ;  in  short,  to  conciliate  them.  Aa  far  as  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  obsorvo,  thoy  are  disposed  to  meet  UB  in  the 
same  temper. 

4  F.  M.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  seen  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Delegates,  who  is  warmly  our  friend.  He 
thinks  much  may  he  done  to  change  the  minds  of  members. 
And  so  do  I.  I  am  going  around  and  soliciting  the  aid  of  all 
the  speaJsers,  and  the  more  liberal  members.  I  have  moved 
Eitcbie,  and  I  will  bring  the  press  to  bear  on  the  House.  I 
will  also  get  the  aid  of  the  Senators.  In  short,  if  any  exertions 
of  my  mind  can  put  a  lever  under  the  weight  that  hears  us 
down,  it  shall  be  raised  this  session.  I  shall  also  endeavor  to 
promote  the  completion  of  the  loan.  In  four  days,  I  am  again 
fairly  out  at  sea,  struggling  with  the  tempest. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 
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MoNTiOELLO,  Janaarj  3,  1822. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  a  letter  from  ****«*«j  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  on  tbe  subject  of  the  University,  to 
which  I  have  this  day  given  an  answer.  Not  knowing  to  what 
purpose  it  may  te  ased,  I  enclose  the  letter  and  a  copy  of  the 
answer,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Johnson  and  yourself,  to 
enable  you  to  meet  any  quotation  wliich  might  bo  made,  other- 
wise than  in  the  genuine  terms  and  spirit  of  the  answer.  I 
will  ask  your  return  of  these  papers,  when  the  term  of  their 
use  shall  bo  past.  Affectionate  and  respectful  salutations. 
Th:  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Oahdl. 

CXXIX. 

T.  J.  TO    J.  C.  C. 

The  encloaod  was  omitted  in  my  letter  of  yesterday.  Friendly 
salutations. 

January  5,  1822. 

Perhaps  some  other  paper  was  inadvertently  put  in  its  place. 
If  so,  be  so  good  as  to  return  it  by  mail. 
\Memora'ndu'm.  ] 
To  liberate  the  funds  on  lat  January,  1822  : 

1.  A  remission  of  the  debt, 

2.  To  hberate  the  annuities  of  1823  and  1823, 

Wanted  to  finish  the  buildings, 

Total  anni  necessary  to  complete  the  buildings  and  to  hberate 

the  funds  of  the  Fniverait^,  -         -         -       ^145,564 

In  addition  to  the  aforesiid  sum  of  §145,564,  tbe  Rector  and  Visi- 
tors recommend  an  ingmenfition  nf  the  annuity  of  $15,000,  but 
leave  the  amount  to  tbo  disaeticn  of  the  treneral  Assembly. 
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J.   C.   C.   TO   T.   J. 

EiCHMOND,  7tii  January,  1822. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  3rd  instant, 
and  have  shewn  it  to  Mr.  Johnson.  Should  the  case  occur, 
for  which  it  was  intended  to  provide,  it  shall  be  used.  Per 
the  present,  Mr.  Johnson  and  myself  think  it  best  not  to 
exhibit  it  genorallj,  as  it  might  be  the  means  of  throwing  still 
farther  from  us  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
What  course  ho  will  ultimately  pursue  no  one  eeems  to  know. 
We  deem  it  prudent  not  to  enquire  whether  the  "insurance''' 
was  necessary  to  carry  him  along  with  us,  or  whether  it  was 
called  for  merely  to  promote  the  success  of  the  resolution. 
The  former  i-i  the  obvious  inference ;  but  we  leave  him  to  ac- 
count for  the  amgulaiity  of  bis  course.  The  general  impres- 
sion am  ng,  the  fiitndf  of  the  University,  is,  that  the  move- 
ment oi  this  gentlemin  was  dictated  by  some  unfriendly 
design 

Things  have  lemamed  ncaily  in  statu  quo  since  I  last  wrote 
you.  In  the  Senate  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  a 
large  vote  to  cancel  the  bonds.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
measure  ia  gaining  some  friends  in  the  Lower  House ;  hut, 
from  all  I  can  learn,  there  is  now  in  that  body  a  large  majority 
against  it.  Postponement  is  the  advice  which  I  have  giv-cn  to 
all  our  friends.  We  cannot  lose,  and  may  gain  by  it.  I  find 
most  difficulty  to  arise  from  an  imprudent  commitment  of 
our  friends  in  that  House  at  the  last  session,  not  to  encroach 
on  the  capital  of  the  literary  fund.  I  diifered  with  them  then, 
and  warned  them  of  the  consequences.  The  occasion  on  which 
this  took  place  was  the  discussion  of  our  Loan  Eill.  They 
were  driven,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  into  these  decla- 
rations, by  the  allegation  of  our  opponents,  that  our  loan  would 
ultimately  be  taken  from  tho  capital  of   the  fund.     ******  15 
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i)i  this  number.  I  have  been  laboring  to  prevail  on  him  to 
make  a  pubhc  recantation  of  hia  error:  and  nothing  is  yet 
decided  on.  I  hope  the  force  of  enlightened  opinion  will  como 
to  mj  aid  in  this  respect.  What  I  most  fear  is  that  ******* 
will  adhere  to  that  ground.  The  style  of  his  opposition,  added 
to  the  inconsistency  of  our  friends  in  that  House,  would  very 
certainly  defeat  us.  He  is  not  to  be  approached,  unless  when 
he  has  an  evident  and  strong  desire.  In  general,  be  affects  to 
be  Jupiter  in  a  cloud.  In  the  present  case,  I  apprehend  that 
hia  views  on  another  subject,  in  which  I  differ  with  him,  would 
make  me  not  a  very  welcome  guest ;  and  I  stand  aloof.  By 
the  bye,  I  see  a  whole  group  of  gentlemen  here  from  Staunton; 
apparently  on  ordinary  business.  In  reflecting  on  the  causes 
of  the  opposition  to  the  University,  I  cannot  but  ascribe  a 
great  deal  of  it  to  the  clergy.  William  &  Mary  has  conciliated 
them.  It  is  represented  that  they  are  to  be  excluded  from  the 
University.  There  has  been  no  decision  to  this  effect ;  and, 
on  full  reflection,  I  should  suppose  that  religious  opinions 
should  form  no  test  whatever.  I  should  think  it  improper  to 
exclude  religious  men,  and  open  the  door  to  such  as  Doctor 
Cooper.  Mr.  Johnson  concurs  with  me  in  this  view.  And  I 
liave  publicly  expressed  the  opinion.  The  clergy  have  suc- 
ceeded in  spreading  the  belief  of  their  intended  exclusion,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  source  of  much  of  our  trouble.  I  am 
cautious  not  to  commit  yourself,  or  Mr.  Madison,  or  the  board. 
I  have  also  made  overtures  of  free  communication  with  Mr. 
Rice,  and  shall  take  occasion  to  call  on  Bishop  Moore.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  shall  touch  on  this  delicate  point  with  either  of 
them.  But  I  wish  to  consult  these  heads  of  the  church,  and  ask 
their  opinions,  I  have  suggested  also  to  *******  and  ******* 
*****  plana  of  finance  to  aid  them  in  the  accomplishment 
of  their  objects.  Nevertheless,  I  suspect  the  Colleges  will 
not  succeed,  aa  they  are  suro  to  interfere  with  one  another  ; 
and  the  most  that  could  be  done  for  any  of  them  would  be  to 
lead  them  a  littlo  money  out  of  the  capital  on  the  credit  of 
the  future   surplus,  which    is    generally   appropriated    to   the 
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colleges.     William  and  Mary  seems  to  withdraw  her  claims. 

The  county  arrears  must  he  given  out,  for  we  are  now  appa- 
rently at   war  with   the  democracy.     Such  are   my  present 
views.     I  will  write  you  weekly ;  but  fear  I  shall  not  send  you 
any  good  tidings  this  session. 
In  great  haste, 

I  remain,  dear  air,  faithfully  yours, 

Jos.  0.  Cabell. 
2[,:  Ma-son. 


3.  C.  C.  TO   T.  J. 

Richmond,  I4tii  January,  1822. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wrote  you  on  this  day  week  relative  to  our 
views  and  movcmonta  as  to  the  University  up  to  that  date. 
On  the  11th  instant  I  directed  the  public  printer  to  send  you 
a  copy  of  the  Accountant's  report  on  the  literary  fund,  on 
the  last  page  of  which  you  will  see  that  the  revenue  of  the 
fund  barely  satisfies  existing  appropriations.  This  fact  was 
announced  to  me  on  the  8th  instant,  by  Mr.  Watson.  On  the 
discovery,  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  ground  of  Mr. 
Griffin's  proposition.  The  aversion  to  encroach  on  the  capital 
of  the  fund  fftrnished  a  popular  theme  to  our  adversaries, 
which  was  strengthened  by  the  commitment  of  our  friends  in 
the  Lower  House  at  the  last  session.  The  hostile  character  of 
the  House  of  Delegates,  and  the  opposition  of  a  part  of  the 
local  delegation  from  some  of  the  neighboring  counties,  ren- 
dered these  circumstances  more  weighty.  On  consultation 
with  some  of  my  friends,  I  determined  to  enter  on  some  other 
plan.  At  first,  I  thought  of  Preston's  debt.  But,  on  this 
subject,  there  is  a  peculiar  feeling.  Mr,  Johnson  thought  that 
two  dollars  would  be  given  out  of  any  other  fund,  sooner  than 
one  dollar  out  of  that.     He  informed  me  that  you  had  advised 
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him  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  amount  claimed  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  on  account  of  interest  paid  on  sums  borrowed 
and  expended  hy  the  State  in  our  defence  during  the  late  war. 
At  length  this  was  agreed  upon,  and  this  is  the  plan  that  now 
occupies  our  attention.  It  is  something  like  working  for  a 
dead  horse,  it  is  true.  -  But  it  seems  to  be  the  only  plan  likely 
to  go  down  with  the  Assembly ;  and  should  we  fail  at  Wash- 
ington, the  passage  of  the  bill  will  give  ub  an  equitable  bold 
on  future  Asaemblies.  I  called  on  the  Auditor  on  8th  for  the 
necessary  information  as  to  the  amount  of  this  interest  debt, 
and  received  from  him  an  account  of  interest  paid  to  the 
amount  of  $430,000,  which  had  been  made  out  for  the  Execu- 
tive last  winter.  The  Auditor  informed  me  that  the  account- 
ant at  Washington  had  given  him  to  understand  that  the  claim 
had  been,  or  would  be  rejected  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. Presuming  that  that  amount  was  due,  I  entered  into 
conferences  with  some  of  the  friends  of  the  colleges,  and  pro- 
posed that  wc  should  all  unite  in  supporting  a  bill  giving  half 
the  amount  to  the  UniverBity,  and  the  other  half  to  the  col- 
leges. I  found  greit  leilmess  m  the  friends  of  the  two  upper 
colleges,  but  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  neir  "V\  illiam  &  Mary 
was  in  favor  of  gn  n^  i  fouith  to  the  piimary  schools,  and  a 
fourth  to  the  colleges  ]n  the  foim  f  i  "pecific  appropriation. 
Thus  it  is,  that  e^  en  th  se  ^entlemen  f  om  that  quarter  who 
profess  to  be  our  fiienda  ■ue  as  difiieult  to  pleaee  as  our  open 
■  enemies.  There  seemed,  howevei  to  be  less  objection  to  this 
scheme  than  any  other  tnd  Mi  ^  itson  thought  it  would  go 
down.  Since  the  10th  I  have  discovered  that  the  Auditor's 
statement  embraced  as  well  interest  paid  since  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal  by  the  General  Government,  as  interest 
paid  anterior  to  that  time.  This  will  cause  a  heavy  deduction. 
How  much  I  do  not  know.  It  may  reduce  it  by  half;  and  if 
so,  I  must  endeavor  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  college  party 
to  let  it  all  go  to  the  University.  This  may  affect  the  extent 
and  cordiality  of  their  support,  and  possibly  divide  ns.  But  I 
hope  not,  as  Hampden    Sidney  and  Washington  Colleges  have 
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a  particular  bill  under  way,  proposing  to  lend  them  a  small 
portion  of  the  principal  of  tho  litci'ary  fund.  The  exclusive 
primary  school  party  will  oppose  us  in  every  case,  A  call  has 
been  made  on  the  Executive  for  information  as  to  the  state  of 
our  claim,  preparatory  to  the  bringing  in  of  a  bill.  This  ia 
the  present  posture  of  affairs. 

I  have  had  a  very,  long  interview  with  Mr.  Rice.  He  and 
myself  differed  on  some  points ;  but  agreed  in  the  propriety  of 
a  firm  union  between  the  friends  of  the  University  and  the  Col- 
leges, as  to  measures  of  common  interest,  and  of  postponing 
for  future  discussion  and  settlement  points  on  which  we  differ. 
I  think  this  safe  ground.  We  shall  be  first  endowed ;  and 
have  the  vantage  ground  in  this  respect.  Accordingly  I 
assented  to  the  propriety  of  waiving  all  discussions  about 
charters  at  this  time.  *  *  *  ^  »  *  w  * 
They  have  heard  that  you  have  said  they  may  well  be  afraid 
of  the  progress  of  the  Unitarians  to  the  South.  This  remark 
was  carried  from  Bedford  to  the  Synod,  beyond  the  Ridge, 
last  fall.  The  Bible  Societies  are  in  constant  correspondence 
all  over  the  continent,  and  a  fact  is  wafted  across  it  in  a  few 
weeks.*     Through  these  societies  the  discovery  of  the  religions 


"■In  those  who  ai'e  eonTCTSttut  witli  tto  objeete  and  oporatjone  uf  these 
societies,  the  surmise  suggested  in  tlie  teit  cannot  but  excit?  ei  smile,  and  a 
feeling  somewhnt  akin  ta  sadness,  thnt  statesmen  irho  are  so  familiar  with 
matters  coming  within  their  own  sphere,  Hhould,  at  dmes,  entirely  miataSo 
the  motives  ivnd  purpoaee  of  those  who  in  otbev  departments  nie  laboriog  for 
the  pahlic  good.  Mr.  Cahell  himself,  in  after  years,  and  on  better  knowledge, 
become  the  patron  of  these  associations,  as  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  hefore. 
(See  Mb  letter  to  Samnel  GreenhoTf,  of  Jsmuarj,  1814.  'Worka  VI,  308.  The 
present  is  also  the  most  suitable  occasion  for  adverting  more  particularly  to 
another  error  into  irhich  both  himself  and  his  diatingnislied  oorrespODtfent 
Lad  fallen,  and  of  which  some  traces  have  appeared  in  former  letters.  This 
arose  from  an  act  of  the  Viators,  whioL  was  much  eanrossed  at  tlie  time,  and 
caused  no  little  excitement ;  which,  however,  had  well  nigh  sabsidcd,  ■when  it 
was  revived,  with  increased  fervor,  by  the  Jiret  puWication  of  Mr.  JefferBoc's 
itritings.  Tho  editor  of  tJiese  papers,  in  the  performance  of  a  task  assigned 
him  by  ethers,  and  which  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  decline,  bas  yet  not 
IhoHght  it  iLeiimbODt  on  him  to  intrude  himsulf  unncccBsarily  between  Iho 
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opinions  of  Ticknor  and  Bowditch  was  made.     Mr.  Rice  as- 
sured me  that  he  was  a  warm  friend  of   the  University ;  and 


public  tuLd  two  such  men  a3  ttie  autbors  of  this  eorresponiienae.  But,  aa  this 
affair  maj  ba  thoaght  to  require  some  furtliei'  explanation  than  is  affovdocl  bj 
the  test,  bo  supposes  that  he  BbaU  not  exceed  hie  privilege  in  stating,  witli 
that  view,  certain  ftiots,  as  coming  either  within  his  own  knowledge,  or  as 
received  tram  undoubted  authority. 

Dr.  Thomas  Cooper,  an  Eiiglishman  of  great  and  versatile  talents,  learned 
in  many  sciences,  and  a  liberal  in  politics,  fled  vrith  bis  father-in-law,  tbe 
celebrated  Dr.  Priestley,  from,  persecution,  in  his  native  country,  to  tbe  United 
States.  Pennsylvania  at  flrat  afforded  tliem  botli  an  asylum.  Here  Dr.  C. 
engaged  in  the  pracdoe  of  the  law,  and  in  no  long  time  rose  to  the  benoh. 
In  a  few  years  he  retired  from  Ibis  post,  became  a  Professor  successively  in 
Dickinson  College  and.  tbe  University  of  Pennsylvania;  edited  a  perioiiieal 
devoted  to  science  and  tbe  useful  arts ;  and,  at  length,  was  invited  to  the 
College  of  South  Carolina,  with  which  he  was  connected  during  the  remainder 
of  his  active  life.  In  the  interval  between  his  sojonrn  in  Pennsylvania  and 
ids  transfer  to  South  Carolina,  be  bad  been  offered  a  chair  in  the  proposed 
Central  College  of  Virginia,  and  wben  that  inatitation  was  merged  in  the 
Universitj,  tbe  same  was  ag^u  proffered,  to  his  acceptance 

This  appointment,  which,  as  now  appears  was  thonght  impolitic  by  some 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  colleagues,  as  soon  as  (jenenllv  known  pioved  dia- 
tastefal  to  very  many  ciUieng  of  Virginia  including  all  classes  of  what  are 
called  the  "religious  community."  Ho!  was  it  lung  eie  that  di6 satisfaction 
fonnd  expression  through  the  public  prints  The  reason  allege  I  was,  Uiat 
Dr.  Cooper  held,  on  many  snbjeots,  extreme  opinions,  wbii,h  be  was  at  no  pains 
to  conceal ;  and  sotoe  of  whicb,  they  honc'Jtly  behoved  struck  at  tbe  very 
foundations  of  social  order,  of  morals  ind  religion  Dr  John  Rice,  a  dis- 
tinguished Presbyterian  clergyman,  then  pastor  of  a  chnrcb  and  editor  of  a 
literary  and  religious  periodical  in  Richmond,  became  the  organ  through  whom 
their  dissent  was  declared.  Eie  opposition  was  based,  not  on  common  rumor 
or  vulgar  misappreheu»OQ,  but  was  justified  by  tbe  express  declarations  of 
Dr.  C.  Mmself,  as  set  forth  in  his  edition  of  tbe  works  of  Priestley,  and  the 
passages  containing  them  were  cited  by  Dr.  R.  for  tbe  judgment  of  bis  read- 
ers. Of  tie  fairness  of  this  mode  of  procedure  there  can  be  no  doubt,  pro- 
vided the  reviewer  refrained  from  low  appeals  to  prejudice  or  fanaticism ; 
and  on  a  re-perusal  of  tbe  article,  at  this  day,  we  do  not  find  that  he  is 
obnoxious  to  the  chaise.  It  soon  appeared  that  he  was  sustained,  not  hy  bis 
own  sect  alone,  but  by  the  general  sentiment  of  the  Virginia  public — and  the 
appointment  was  quietly  rescinded  after  making  an  equitable  pecuniary  com- 
p        ti      t    D     G  for  his  losses  consequent  on  the  new  aiTangement.     Here 

h      ff       m  ght  have  terminated  and  passed  into  oblivion  without  sequel. 

But  th    ba     g  been  thus  traversed  in  a  favorite  measure,  seems  to  have 

m  wb  t   1   t    b  d  the  usual  pbilosopbio  serenity  of  tbe  venerable  rector. 

I        b     1      1 1  ttevs  to  Dr.  Cooper  and  others  of  his  correaponduuts,  not  ilie 
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th;it,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  he  hoped  the  Visitors  would,  in  the 
early  stages  of  its  existence,  remore  the  fears  of  the  religious 


author  of  tie  offeosiTe  arUcle  alone,  but  the  entire  sect  of  PresbjteriaaB 
Here  reflected  on,  and  in  no  verj  tneaaured  terms,  Tbeir  religions  opinions 
■were  sererely  oriticiaed ;  a  belief  was  inUmated,  that  they  desired  to  have 
them  established  bj  law ;  as  also  to  monopolize  the  education  of  the  oountry; 
in  a  word,  that  tbej  cherished  a  faclioua,  ambitions  spirit,  agfunst  which  the 
friends  of  freedom  and  prograaa  should  be  on  their  guard.  These  were  serious 
charges ;  and  yet,  so  long  as  tliey  were  confined  to  prirate  letters  (some  of 
them  confidential,)  tie  parties  assailed  would  have  been  content  to  lea^e  the 
correction  to  IJme  and  the  progress  of  events.  Bat  wben  tloae  letters  were 
published,  thej  had  a  right  to  recltura  against  tijoir  injustice. 

And  surely  there  was  a  cause.  The  UniTeraitj  was  the  propertj  of  tie 
■whole  State.  It  nas  to  ba  erected,  endowecl  and  sustMued  at  the  public 
especEO.  Of  the  Virginia  pnblio,  the  PresbyterianE,  although  a  minority, 
oonstitued  a  large  and  respectable  part.  TVe  do  not  leam  that  they  questioned 
the  ability  or  scientific  attiunmeats  of  Dr.  Cooper;  that  they  objected  to  his 
having  been  employed  by  the  proper  authorities  in  Pennsylvania ;  or  by  those 
of  the  Central  College,  ao  long  as  it  continued  a  private  corporation— nor  yet 
by  those  of  Soutli  Carolina  at  a  later  day.  That  was  the  otfair  of  others,  to 
whom  it  was  left  in  every  case.  So  far  as  appears  from  any  overt  act,  they 
desired  to  participate  in,  not  to  monopolize  tho  adyantages  of  the  instjtutjon 
to  the  establishment  of  wMch  they  hacl  contributed  their  due  quota,  and  it 
was  both  natural  and  proper  that  they  should  enquire  and  judge  of  the 
characters  and  sentiments  of  those  who  were  to  be  the  future  instructors  of 

For  the  rest,  they  had  fought  manfully  for  independence  during  tJie  revolu- 
tion— they  hod,  fvoro  wbatever  motive,  been  among  the  first  in  this  State  to 
proclaim  tlie  principles  of  religious  liberty,  and  to  urge  their  legal  establish- 
ment. Many  of  tbea  had  been  active  members  of  the  republican  party— so 
oaUed— and,  distinguishing  between  Mr.  J.'s  accredited  opinions  on  religion, 
and  bia  political  system,  had  ^ven  their  cordial  support  to  bis  administration 
of  the  General  Government.  If  their  faith  was  repulsive  to  hiiu,  his,  which 
has  now  been  made  public,  was  as  little  acceptable  to  ibem  ;  and  each  oonld 
enjoy  Iiis  own  under  the  broad  shield  of  that  Constitation  which  was  raised 
for  the  protection  of  all.  It  should  be  added,  that  this  class  of  our  citizens, 
who  had  theretofore  shewn  a  conimentlable  leal  in  the  cause  of  education, 
werB  among  the  earliest  advocates  of  the  Dniversity,  as  they  have,  since  ita 
estublisbment,  been  its  steadfast  friends  and  patrons. 

Of  Dr.  Bice,  in  particular,  it  may  be  said,  that  there  are  many  now  Eving 
who  remember  him  as  tbe  learned  aud.  eiemplary  Divine,  decitled  in  bis  own 
opinion,  but  liberal  towards  others,  and  courteous  in  general  society;  devoted 
to  the  regular  duties  of  hie  calling,  and  so  studiously  observant  of  clerical 
propriety  as  to  refrain  from  the  least  appearance  of  mingling  in  party  poli- 
tics.    Eavoly,  if  ever,  did  he  even  use  tlie  coiumou  privilege  of  citizens— that 
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orders.  He  avowed  that  the  Presbyterians  sought  no  peculiar 
advantage,  and  that  they  and  the  other  sects  ■would  he  well 
satisfied  by  the  appointment  of  an  Episcopalian.  I  stated  to 
him  that  I  knew  not  what  would  he  the  determination  of  the 
board ;  but  I  was  siu-e  no  desire  existed  any  where  to  give  any 
preference  to  the  Unitarians ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  should 


of  recording  Lie  vote  at  the  poUa.  Anct  yet  it  is  bclioTed,  that  Virginia  did 
not  contain,  nithin  lier  broad  limita,  and  among  her  most  enlightened  boue, 
one  who  was  more  truly  attaeiied  to  her  soil  and  people,  or  who  more  ardeoily 
desired  boih  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  the  masses  and  the  improte- 
ment  of  edueatjon  in  its  higher  grades.  Hie  influence  hod  heen  csert«d,  ty 
tongue  and  pen,  in  behalf  of  the  University,  while  its  fortunes  nere  jet 
doubtful,  and  when  it  most  needed  friends  ;  and  those  who  knew  liJm  will  not 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  bis  declarations  to  Mr.  Cabell,  as  recorded  in  this  and'^ 
other  letters. 

But  the  miBnppreheneion  had  been  not  wholly  on  one  Bido.  A  notion  bad 
got  abroad  among  some  of  the  less  informed,  that  Mr.  J.  was  not  merely  hos- 
tile to  a  partioolar  sect,  but  that  he  would  endeavor  to  eselude  all  religious 
inatruoUon  and  influence  from  the  precincts  of  the  Unirerwty.  Tbie  idea  will 
appear  chimerical  to  all  who  recollect  that  this  insWtufion  was  the  creature 
of  the  Legislature,  and  wholly  subject  to  its  control.  To  remove  an  impres- 
sion as  injurious  as  it  was  absurd,  Mr.  J.,  in  his  next  annual  report,  was 
prompt  to  discl^m  any  such  purpose,  and  actually  suggested  a  plan  by  which 
aspirants  to  the  clerical  profession,  in.  the  different  sects,  could  each  be  taught 
his  own  peculiar  theology  in  the'  immediate  yioinity  of  the  Caiveraity,  and 
yet  enjoy  the  proper  benefits  of  the  latUr  by  attending  its  course  of  lectures 
at  other  hours. 

The'friends  of  Sampden  Sidney  Colteg-:  may  also  leavn,  from  tbis  corres- 
poudenoe,  that  there  was  no  partioular  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Visitors  of 
tbe  University  to  depress  that  inslitation.  They  did  not  deny  ita  former 
usefulness  or  capacity  for  future  servioo.  Believing  tliat  a  general  system  of 
education  for.  the  whole  State  should  embrace  primary  schools,  colleges,  and 
a  single  university ;  and  thinking  it  but  just  that  all  of  the  second  class 
which  received  aid  from  the  State,  should,  like  the  University,  come  niider 
Stttt«  control ;  when  the  condition  was  rejected,  they  acquiesced  in  an  or  - 
rangement  which  appears  to  be  better  suited  to  our  peculiar  circumstances, 
and  which  lias  certainly  succeeded  beyond  all  prior  espectationa— -that  of 
leaving  each  sect  to  establish  its  own  college  and  academies,  and  using  the 
funds  of  the  State  principally  for  tlie  maintenance  of  a  Universily  which  coold 
only  be  suatMued  by  the  united  strengtb  of  oil,  and  for  the  tnifion  of  the  poor 
whose  parents  were  unable  to  bear  tho  ospense. 
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not  vote  against  any  one  on  account  of  his  teing  a  professor 
of  religion  or  free-thinker. 

Faitlifiilly,  yonrs, 


Mr.  Jeffers 


Joseph  C.  Cahell. 


T.   J.   TO   J.    c.   c. 

MosuCELio,  January  14,  1822. 

Dear  Sir,' — -I  have  duly  received  your  two  favors  of  the 
3d  and  7th,  and  in  them  the  proof  of  your  continued  zeal  for 
the  object  of  our  joint  labors. 

Of  the  course  most  prudently  to  bo  pursued,  Mr.  Johnson 
and  yourself  are  best  judges.  You  alone  are  in  a  situation  to 
know  tho  state  of  the  pulse  of  the  body  on  which  our  in- 
stitution depends  for  lifo  or  death ;  and  to  you  I  leave  it 
entirely.  Silence  and  resignation  have  sometimes  greater 
effect  than  importunity.  The  obtaining  a  relinquishment  of 
the  debt  at  this  time  is  not  material ;  for  we  could  not  open 
the  institution  while  our  funds  would  be  employed  in  building 
the  library.  With  time,  perhaps  the  public  opinion  may  be- 
come more  and  more  reconciled  to  it.  The  only  thing  of  real 
importance,  at  present,  is  a  suspension  of  the  payment  of 
interest  for  four  or  five  years.  We  could  then  be  going  on 
■with  the  library,  and  the  cancelment  of  the  whole  within  that 
term  would  be  in  good  enough  time.  But,  in  all  this,  do  what 
f  and  your  colleague  shall  think  most  practicable  and 


Affectionately,  yours, 

Th:  Jefferson. 

Jouph  C.  Cabdl,  Esq. 
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CXXXIII. 

J.    C.    C.    TO   T.    J. 

EiCHMOND,  21at  January,  1822. 
Dbae  Sib, — I  thank  jou  for  your  favor  of  14tli  inatanfc, 
which  arrived  to-day,  and  has  been  shewn  to  Mr.  Johnson. 
The  plan  of  suapending  the  interest  would  he  practicable,  if 
the  increase  of  the  fund  were  not  too  low  eyen  to  satisfy  exist- 
ing appropriations.  The  accountant's  estimate  makes  the 
revenue  more  than  $62,000 ;  hut  the  stocks  are  ascertained 
to  be  so  unproductive,  as  to  bring  the  income  for  this  year 
hclow  $60,000.  Since  the  date  of  my  last,  individual  con- 
ferences have  taken  place,  and  from  these  I  should  judge 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  arrears  of  interest 
due  from  the  General  Government.  The  members  seem 
liheral  in  giving  lands  in  the  moon.  From  this,  I  judge 
that  the  dread  of  the  people  is  at  the  bottom  of  moat  of  the 
objections  made  to  the  appropriations;  *  *  *  * 
*****  Some  of  our  friends  are  very  much 
dissatisfied  with  what  is  called  the  intended  Dead  Horse  Bill ; 
but  all  estimate  it  as  better  than  nothing;  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  leading  friends  of  the  institution  think  that  nothing 
better  would  go  down.  Whilst  the  executive  is  preparing  the 
account,  we  shall  hold  conferences,  and  if  anything  better  can 
be  done,  you  may  rest  assured  I  will  not  hesitate  to  ask.  I 
think  it  important  to  make  no  application  that  will  be  rejected ; 
and  if  they  will  give  us  the  arrears  of  interest  only,  we  shall 
,aeem  to  be  under  the  patronage  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  the 
event  of  our  failure  at  Washington,  we  can  return  here  on 
eq^uitable  grounds.  Mr.  Fenton  Mercer  has  written  to  Mr. 
Bowyer,  who  brought  in  the  resolution  respecting  the  arrears 
of  interest.  Prom  this  I  judge  ho  thinks  still  there  is  some 
plausibility  in  the  scheme.  I  shall  soon  see  the  letter,  and  will 
say  a  word  about  it  in  a  postscript. 
Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 
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P.  S.  I  bave  seen  Mr.  Mercer's  letter.  He  encourages  Mr. 
Bowjer  to  prosecute  the  subject,  and  says  he  has  always 
thought  the  claim  might  he  sustained  at  Washington.  He 
believes  it  to  amount  to  $250,000.  He  blames  a  former  Gov- 
ernor for  inattention  to  this  husinesa. 


OXXXIV. 

[  It  tmned  out  tlie  hope  of  tlia  writer,  as  oiprcssed  in  the  following  letter, 
was  mucli  too  aacguine.  Tlie  prosporoua  onnditiou  of  the  institution  now, 
and  for  some  years  past,  has  brought  it  nearer  to  fulfillment.  It«  previous 
patronage  flnotaateil  with  the  state  of  the  times  and  other  oiroamstanoas.] 

T,   J.   TO   J.   C.   C. 

MoiJTiCELr.o,  January  25,  1822. 
Dear  Sir, — In  a  conversation  with  Mr,  Garrett,  after  his 
return  from  Biehmond  a  few  days  ago,  he  mentioned  to  me 
that  the  general  opinion  in  the  circles  there  in  which  he  was, 
seemed  to  he,  that  we  could  not  expect,  within  any  moderate 
time,  more  than  100  students  at  our  University.  This  won- 
derful error  proceeds  from  a  want  of  information,  even  as  to 
our  own  State.  My  position  with  respect  to  that  institution 
occasions  me  to  be  the  centre  of  the  enquiries  and  information 
on  that  auhject,  and  those  from  our  own  State  prove  that  that 
alone  will  immediately  furnish  far  beyond  that  number.  And 
the  letters  I  have  received  from  almost  every  State  south  of 
the  Potomac,  Ohio  and  Missouri,  prove  that  all  of  these  are 
looking  anxiously  to  the  opening  of  our  University  as  an  epoch 
which  is  to  relieve  them  from  sending  to  the  Northern  univer- 
sities. And  when  we  see  that  the  colleges  of  those  States, 
considered  aa  preparatory  only  for  oiirs,  have  one,  two,  and 
three  hundred  students  each,  we  cannot  doubt  that  oura  will 
receive  the  double  and  treble  of  their  numbers,  I  have  not  a 
douht  our  accommodations  for  218  will  be  filled  within  six 
months  after  opening,  and  for  every  fifty  coming  afterwards, 
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■ffe  ahall  have  to  build  a  boarding-houao  and  twenty-five  dormi- 
tories. Immediately  after  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Garrett, 
I  happened  to  receive  the  encloaod  from  Maryland,  and  I 
thought  it  not  amiss  to  send  it  to  you,  to  be  used  as  you 
please,  except  not  to  be  published.  I  could  send  you  a  volume 
of  an  oh. 

I  hope  some  means  will  be  devised  of  suspending  the  actnal 
payment  of  interest  by  the  University  for  four  or  five  years. 
It  would  be  a  real  misfortune  to  let  our  workmen  be  dispersed 
before  the  whole  buildings  are  accomplished.  I  have  duly  re- 
ceived your  favors  of  the  3d,  7th,  14th  and  21st. 
Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 


Joseph  G.  Oabdl,  Esq. 


Th:  Jeffeeson. 


J.    C.   C.   TO   T.   J, 

RiCEMOBB,  3d  February,  1822. 
Dbab  Sib, — I  did  not  write  you  this  day  week,  because  the 
posture  of  affairs  had  undergone  no  change,  and  I  had  nothing 
to  communicate  worthy  of  your  attention.  I  thank  you  for 
your  two  favors  of  lith  and  25th  alt. ;  both  of  which  I  have 
shewn  to  many  friends.  Since  the  date  of  my  last,  Mr.  John- 
son has  suggested  to  mo  an  expedient,  perhaps  freer  from 
objection  than  any  heretofore  thought  of  since  the  beginning 
of  the  session.  It  is  to  leavo  the  debt  of  the  University  as  it 
now  stands,  and  to  ask  for  an  additional  appropriation  out  of 
■the  surplus  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  over  and  above  the 
$60,000  already  appropriated.  I  am  inclined  to  think  this  a 
better  scheme  that  the  preceding ;  because  it  is  free  from  the 
objection  of  touching  or  giving  up  any  of  the  capital  of  the 
fund ;  from  that  of  taxing  the  people ;  and  from  that  of  trench- 
ing on  existing  appropriations.  It  is  not  more  inconvenient  to 
tile  college  interest  than  the  plan  of  cancelling  the  bonds, 
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which  Mr.  Griffin  proposed ;  and  it  is  equally  as  beneficial  to 
the  University,  except  that,  perhaps,  if  the  bonds  should  he  can- 
celled, aad  the  fund  in  its  revenue  fall  short  of  $60,000,  WB 
might  hereafter  claim  arrearages.  It  is  hotter  than  an  appro- 
priation pro  tanto  out  of  the  interest  claim,  because  it  gives 
us  the  benefit  of  every  addition  to  the  fund.  I  should  prefer 
the  cancelling  of  the  bonds,  because  I  think  a  fair  construc- 
tion of  the  University  act  would  give  us  the  arrears  as  soon  as 
the  fund  should  be  able.  Bat  Mr.  Morris  told  mc  to-day  be 
■was  so  committed  he  could  not  support  that  measure;  and  pro- 
bably Blackburn  and  many  others  would  object,  and  the 
wavering  would  avail  themselves  of  the  pretext.  Something 
will  he  attempted  in  a  few  days ;  and  our  election  seems  to  be 
confined  to  these  two  measures.  Your  plan  of  suspending  the 
interest  seems  to  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to  cancelling  the 
bonds.  I  think  we  should  get  rid  of  the  debt,  if  possible.  We 
could  then  go  into  operation  without  the  library,  or  get  it  from 
the  annuity  or  other  sources.  I  consider  the  cancelling  the 
bonds,  and  the  appropriation  of  $7,200  per  annum  out  of  the 
surplus  ai  substantially  the  same  thing.  The  latter  measure 
has  the  advantage  only  of  relieving  our  friends  from  embar- 
rassment. I  fear  nothing  will  be  done;  and  that  we  shall  be 
voted  down  promptly.  I  shall  endeavor  to  enlist  the  speakers 
on  our  side,  and  there  is  my  only  hope. 

The  subject  of  the  Kentucky  mission*  is  now  before  us,  and 
likely  to  take  up  some  time.  That  of  State  Rights  is  also  on 
the  carpet.  I  think  it  would  have  been  better  postponed  till 
the  next  session. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


*  The  mission  hore  referred  to  mas  tliat  in  wticli  Measra.  Henry  Clay  and 
George  M.  Bibb,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  appeared  before  tbe  bar  of  tlie 
Honsa  of  Delegates,  in  (indication  of  the  lams  giving  to  occupying  claimants 
a  right  to  certain  lands  in  Kantnckj,  by  which  majiy  citizens  of  the  parent 
State  thought  themselves  aggrieved. 

16 
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J.   C.   C.   TO   T.   J. 

RiUHMOND,  nth  Feliniarj,  1822. 
Dear  Sie, — In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  we  then  con- 
templated the  plan  of  asting  the  LcgiaKtuie  to  giyt  the 
University  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  to  the 
amount  of  $7,200,  which  would  be  equivalent  to  the  lelease  ot 
the  debt.  Mr.  Johnson  and  myself  had  thought,  by  this  ex- 
pedient, we  should  get  clear  of  the  commitment  of  oui  fnends 
in  the  House  of  Delegates  against  any  scheme  which  would  go 
to  the  diminution  of  the  capital  of  the  literary  fund  To  my 
groat  regret,  however,  I  discovered  that  oui  fuend  Mi  Moms 
of  Hanover,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Col- 
leges, would  not  support  this  measure.  He  assured  Mr.  John- 
son and  myself  that  himself  and  Gen.  Breckenridge  had  been 
compelled,  by  an  express  call  from  Mr.  Miller  of  Powhatan,  to 
get  up  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  at  the  last 
session,  and  pledge  themselves  to  support  the  appropriation  to 
the  colleges  of  the  surplus  of  $20,000 ;  and  this  pledge  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  to  debar  him  from  voting  for  any  measure  which 
would  go  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  surplus  from  that  destina- 
tion. It  was  vain  for  me  to  deplore  the  imprudence  of  such 
pledges.  It  was  the  price,  he  said,  of  the  loan  bill  of  the  last 
winter.  It  being  most  clear  that  we  could  carry  no  measure 
in  which  the  friends  of  the  University  should  ho  divided,  and 
it  being  every  way  important  to  have  the  support  of  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, I  was  compelled  to  abandon  that  measure.  My  patience 
was  nearly  exhausted,  and  I  felt  an  inclination,  almost  irresist- 
ible, to  return  to  my  family.  I,  however,  remembered  the 
great  interests  at  stake,  and  chided  my  own  despondency. 
Some  how  or  other  we  had  taten  up  the  impression  that  your 
proposition  to  suspend  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 
waa  equivalent,  in  point  of  principle,  to  cancelling  the  bonds. 
On  a  sudden  it  struck  me,  like  a  flash  of  light,  that  your  sug- 
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geation  might  be  viewed  otherwise'  aod  that  it  would  at  least 
serve  as  an  enteiit  g  wed^e  and  p,iye  time  to  nlly  the  resotu'ces 
of  the  State  I  histcned  to  Mi  Moir  a  loom,  and  invited 
him  to  unite  with  u«  in  the  auppoit  of  tbe  pHn  contained  in 
TOur  last  letter  In  tstiting  it  to  him  veibally,  I  mistook  a 
suspension  of  payment  foi  i  lemie^ion  of  inteiest.  Mr.  Mor- 
ns objected  tj  a  lemission  of  mteicst  "is  conflicting  with  his 
pled£;e  of  last  wmtti  I  handed  him  yom  letter,  saying, 
thit  IS  my  Jdst  ho).e  that  beiug  rejected,  iij  heart  fails  me, 
and  my  h mis  fill  He  leod  the  lettei  igam;  and  marked 
tl  e  distmction  between  a  suspension  inl  lemis  ion  of  interest, 
which  I  hdd  o^eilookcd  He  cspiciscd  himself  entirely  will- 
ing to  snppoi  t  your  j  i  oposition  We  discusse  1  it  at  large  in  the 
pieaeni-e  nnd  with  the  iid  of  Doctor  Oocke  lul  flnally  agreed 
to  make  your  letter  our  rallying  point.  Mr.  Morris  was  to  see 
Mr.  Johnson  to  procure  his  co- operation,  which  I  expected  as  a 
matter  of  course,  and  was  to  prepare  and  bring  forward  the  bill 
without  delay.  But,  unluckily,  the  business  of  the  Kentucky 
commissioners  just  then  was  pressed  before  the  Legislature,  and 
has  diverted  the  attention  of  the  leading  members  from  all  other 
subjects.  I  am  aware  of  the  imminent  danger  of  the  delay 
which  has  taken  place.  But  I  have  urged  the  subject  by  all 
the  means  in  my  power,  and  I  assure  you  I  have  not  been  able 
to  get  it  forward  at  an  earlier  day.  Should  the  measure  fail, 
I  shall  he  blamed  by  certain  persons  for  the  failure,  by  the  late 
period  of  bringing  it  forward;  but  I  have  been  unable  to  pro- 
cure eo-operation  and  action  at  an  earlier  period.  To-day  I 
got  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Johnson  together;  when  I  found  Mr. 
Johnson  very  difficult  to  persuade  to  support  your  plan,  on  the 
ground  that  he  did  not  wish  to  put  the  institution  so  much  in 
tho  power  of  the  Assembly,  or  House  of  Delegates.  However, 
at  length  I  prevailed  on  him  to  unite,  and  at  his  instance 
agreed  that  the  bill  should  contain  another  provision,  viz :  a 
power  to  the  President  and  Directors  to  apply  any  moneye 
which  they  may  receive  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  on  account  of  interest,  to  the  rc-imbursement  of  the 
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principal  and  interest  of  the  debt.  Thus,  then,  the  bill  is  at 
length  agreed  upon,  and  ahont  the  18th,  or  14th,  or  15th  inat,, 
it  will  come  before  the  House  of  Delegates.  "Whether  it  will 
pass  or  not,  I  cannot  tell;  but  I  hope  it  will.  I  shall  immedi- 
ately go  around  to  enlist  about  a  half  dozen  speakers  from 
different  parts  of  the  State.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the 
institution  is  gaining  ground.  Would  it  he  believed  in  future 
times,  that  such  efforts  are  necessary  to  carry  such  a  Mil,  for 
such  an  object! I*  In  haste  and  truth, 
Paithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jfffersm. 


J.   C.    C.   TO   T,    J. 

Richmond,  25th  Fabmaiy,  1823. 
Deab  8ik,— I  am  very  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  the  rosolu. 
tion  of  the  Committee  of  Sehoola  and  Colleges  in  favor  of  a 
suspension  of  the  interest  of  the  University  debt  was  this  day 
called  up  and  postponed  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  by  a  vote 
of  86  to  66,  The  poor  school  or  arrearage  bill  is  on  the  table 
of  the  Senate,  and  we  shall  send  them  down  an  amendment. 
I  fear  we  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  for  a  modification  going  to 
put  off  the  library  for  the  present.  I  am  very  much  opposed 
to  Mr.  Johnson  on  this  point;  but  I  fear  I  must  give  way.  I 
wish  I  could  have  your  advice  on  this  point;  hut  it  would  come 
too  late.     Never  have  we  had  so  untoward  a  House  as  that  of 


*  Thia  eselamation  might  be  repeated  ivith  greater  empliasia  at  tlie  present 
<laj,  when  we  can  look  took  to  the  liberal  appropriations  which,  in  the  iater- 
yal,  have  been  made  by  the  Le^slature  of  Virginia  to  the  eanse  of  eduoa- 
tion — military  and  medical;  to  yarioua  pnblic  cLaritJeB,  and,  aboTe  all,  to  the 
great  cause  of  internal  improTemeot.  Tlie  revival  of  the  Bpirit  which  has 
giTen  faTor  to  the  last,  was  in  no  small  degree  owing  to  the  early  and  perae- 
Toring  efforts  of  Mr.  Cabell. 
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this  year.  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr,  Bowyer  are  gone.  It  has 
teen  utterly  out  of  mj  power  to  hasten  Mr.  Morris  and  others. 
Mr.  Watson  retires.  But  jou  would  do  well  to  get  bis  friends 
in  Louiaa  to  open  a  poll  for  him.  Ho  would  be  a  great  loss 
indeed.  He  cannot  now  come  unless  the  people  choose  to  send 
him,  as  he  is  committed.  Could  yoa  not  get  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
Chesterfield  to  come  ?  I  have  tried  in  vain,  Six  clever  men, 
in  addition  to  our  present  fi'iends,  would  turn  the  tide.  Morris 
retires  also. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 


[Explantorj  of  the  caases  of  fwlnre — Repeliing  tha  popular  oUargea  of 
eitravagance — AekuowJedgirg  the  assislance  of  friends — And  tniiiig  courage 
for  the  futnre.l 


Waeminstee,  Bill  Morob,  1822. 
Dear  Sir,' — I  returned  on  3d  instant  to  my  family  at  this 
place,  after  having  experienced  the  mortification  of  losing  all 
our  propositions  in  favor  of  the  University.  Shortly  after  the 
date  of  my  last  letter  to  you,  I  determined  to  give  my  assent 
to  the  restriction,  in  regard  to  the  rotunda,  insisted  on  hy  Mr, 
Johnson,  G-en.  Blackburn  and  others.  I  yielded  this  point  most 
reluctantly;  hat,  on  full  refiection,  I  thought  it  better  to  do 
BO.  In  the  first  place,  I  thought  they  would  be  able  to  carry 
it  against  us.  Next,  I  thought  it  important  that  the  friends 
of  the  institution  should  not  waste  their  strength  against  each 
other.  Lastly,  I  was  the  less  opposed  to  the  measure,  inas- 
much as  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  hill  to  the  houses 
of  accommodation  would  enable  the  Board  to  keep  hack  the 
arrears  of  subscription  and  the  glebe  money  as  a  contingent 
fund  for  miscellaneous  purposes.     At  one  time  I  had  hopes 
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that  I  could  raise  a  party  strong  enoagh  to  defeat  the  attempt 
at  restriction?.  I  fonnd  no  difficulty  in  satisfying  intelligent 
men,  who  had  not  committed  themselvoa.  But  tho  idea,  of  ex- 
travagance in  the  erection  of  the  buildings,  had  spread  far  and 
wide  among  the  mass ;  and  even  among  a,  part  of  the  intelli- 
gent circle  of  society.  The  admissions  of  our  own  friends,  and 
the  known  opinion  of  a  fart  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  have 
mainly  contributed  to  give  currency  and  weight  to  the  pre- 
judice prevailing  on  this  subject.  Believing,  as  I  did,  tha,t 
instead  of  extravagance,  there  had  been  great  economy,  and 
feeling  the  deepest  conviction  that  the  erection  of  the  rotunda 
was  essential  to  the  beat  interest  of  the  institution,  it  was,  I 
assure  you,  a  source  of  hitter  mortification  to  me,  to  be  com- 
pelled to  yield  my  assent  to  an  amendment  to  the  Senate's 
amendment  respecting  tho  suspension  of  interest,  which  pro- 
hibited the  erection  of  the  rotunda.  And  I  do  not  believe  I 
could  have  been  induced  to  yield  ray  own  impressions  on  this 
subject,  had  I  not  seen  Mr.  Brock enbrough,  the  proctor  of  the 
University,  and  heard  him  express  the  opinion  that  in  the 
existing  state  of  the  institution,  it  would  be  advisable  for  ita 
friends  to  take  the  bill  with  the  limitation,  rather  than  lose  it 
altogether. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  our  measure  suffered  by  being 
offered  so  late  in  the  session.  A  certain  degree  of  delay,  I 
thought  not  disadvantageous ;  but  the  exti'eme  delay  which 
took  place,  I  foresaw  would  jeopardize  our  interests,  and  by 
every  means  in  my  power,  I  endeavorecl,  though  vainly,  to  lessen 
it.  Prom  tho  31st  December  when  I  arrived,  till  the  day  pre- 
ceding that  on  which  Mr.  Clay  addressed  the  General  Assem- 
bly, I  was  employed,  as  I  believe  I  have  already  informed  you, 
in  ascertaining  what  proposition  would  meet  with  the  concur- 
rent STipport  of  our  own  friends.  On  the  latter  date,  Mr. 
Morris,  Chairman  of  the  Committoo  of  Schools  and  Colleges, 
consented  to  support  the  measure  you  had  recommended,  of 
suspending  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  University  debt. 
In  a  day  or  two  after,   at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
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plan  -was  enlarged  so  as  to  emTji-ace  an  appropriation  of  the 
claim  of  the  State  on  the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
interest  paid  on  our  advances  to  that  government  during  the 
lato  war,  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  debt  of  the  Univeraity.  The  bill  was  drawn  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Morris,  and  on  consn!- 
tation  with  us  three,  Mr.  Morris  was  engaged  to  bring  it  for- 
ward on  the  first  favorable  opportunity.  But  Mr.  Morris  was 
then  engrossed  by  the  business  of  the  Kentucky  mission,  and 
unfortunately  he  continued  so,  till  the  last  days  of  the  session, 
when  Hanover  court,  in  which  he  is  much  employed  as  a  law- 
yer, called  him  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  deprived  us 
entijely  of  his  aid.  If  I  could  have  foreseen  the  effect  of  the 
Kentucky  mission,  on  Mr.  Morris's  miud,  I  would  have  pre- 
vailed on  Mr.  Watson  to  take  the  lead  in  this  business.  But 
to  take  it  out  of  Mr.  Morris's  hands,  without  a  manifest  neces- 
sity, would  have  been  every  way  ungracious  and  imprudent. 

Pending  the  latter  part  of  the  delay  on  this  subject,  Mr. 
Eowyer,  of  Eockbridge,  Mr.  Watson,  of  Louisa,  and  Mr. 
Morris,  of  Hanover,  left  us.  I  called  on  each  of  them,  and 
conjured  them  not  to  leave  us.  But  it  was  all  in  vain.  Their 
minds  were  made  up  to  retm-n  home,  and  I  could  not  shake 
them.  Morris  promised  mo  to  return,  if  possible ;  but  he  did 
not  return,  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  his  causes  in  Hano- 
ver court.  All  the  exertions  of  which  I  was  master,  were  put 
forth  to  accelerate  the  march  of  our  measures,  and  to  keep  our 
friends  together  in  the  latter  part  of  the  session.  But  they 
were  fruitless. 

After  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges  had  reported 
a  resolution  in  favor  of  suspending  the  interest,  and  on  the 
day  before  the  resolution  was  postponed  in  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates, we  determined  to  let  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  and 
to  move  in  the  Senate  suitable  amendments  to  the  bill  which 
had  been  sent  up  on  the  subject  of  the  arrearages  due  the 
counties.     The  resolution  was  called  up  and  postponed,  con- 
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trary  to  the  wishes  of  our  friends,  in  the  absence  of  tlie  Chair- 
man of  the  Coniinittee. 

When  the  arrearage  hill  was  amended  in  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Johnaon  advised  that  wo  should  ask  for  $200,000,  out  of  our 
claim  on  the  General  Government  for  interest,  instead  of  asking 
only  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  debt.     His  advice  was  acceded  to. 

Wten  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  taken  up  in  the 
House  of  Delegates,  Blackburn  moved  his  restrictive  clause, 
and  it  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority.  There  was  an  union 
of  enemies  and  friends  in  that  vote.  Those  who  wished  to 
reject  the  Senate's  amendments  did,  many  of  them,  vote 
against  the  prohibition  to  build  the  rotunda,  because  they 
thought  it  would  make  the  bill  more  popular,  if  the  prohibition 
should  prevail.  And  some  of  the  warm  friends  of  the  institu- 
tion, particularly  those  with  whom  I  had  conferred  on  this 
point,  voted  against  it  on  correct  principles.  The  House  of 
Delegates  then  disagreed  to  our  amendments,  and  the  subject 
came  back  to  us. 

At  that  stage,  I  called  on  Gen.  Elackbum.  He  was  in  bed. 
I  stood  by  his  bed-side,  and  addressed  him  for  near  an  hour, 
with  the  view  of  prevailing  on  him  not  to  renew  his  motion  to 
restrict  the  Board  of  Visitors  when  the  bill  should  return  from 
the  Senate.  I  went  into  a  general  view  of  the  causes  of  hos- 
tility to  the  University,  and  endeavored  to  prove  that  the 
sources  of  opposition  were  deeper  than  they  appeared  to  be ; 
and  that  the  expenditure  in  building  was  only  a  popular  topic 
seized  on  by  the  hostile  interests  with  which  we  were  contend- 
ing. iVIy  eiforts  were  vain.  Ho  had  taken  up  different  views, 
and  moreover  had  pledged  himself  to  the  House.  I  sliould 
then  have  endeavored  to  get  his  restriction  rejected  in  the 
House  of  Delegates,  but  for  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Broek- 
enbrough,  to  which  I  have  already  referred.  The  Senate 
insisted.  The  House  of  Delegates  adhered.  The  Senate 
asked  a  free  conference,  which  was  agreed  to.  It  took  place 
in  the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  in  the  presence  of 
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most  of  tte  membera  of  both  Houses.  Gen,  Blackburn's 
amGndment  relative  to  the  saspensioo  of  further  buildings  than 
the  houses  of  aooommodation,  was  offered  by  Mr.  Johnson  as 
an  amendment  to  the  suspending  clause,  and  he  proposed  to 
Strike  out  the  ^200,000.  The  Committee  of  the  Senate  was 
unanimous,  and  a  majority  of  the  other  Committee  concurred. 
The  House  of  Delegates  refused  to  accede  to  the  advice  of  the 
committee  of  conference.  And  the  question  now  occurred, 
shall  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments,  and  thereby  de- 
feat the  passage  of  the  original  bill  respecting  the  arrearages, 
or  recede,  and  let  it  pass.  On  cousultation  with  my  friends, 
I  detcrmiaed  to  recede.  The  bill  contained  some  valuable 
provisions  respecting  the  primary  school  fund.  This  in  par- 
ticular— ^that  a  county  should  account  for  a  former  quota, 
before  it  should  draw  a  new  quota,  and  should  account  accord- 
ing to  a  form  to  be  prescribed.  I  have  ever  thought  that  the 
true  interest  of  the  University  would  bo  promoted  by  a  correct 
and  judicious  administration  of  the  primary  school  fund.  The 
law  was  very  defective,  and  great  abuses  prevailed.  An  at- 
tack on  the  whole  literary  fund  was  made  during  the  past  ses- 
sion, and  bottomed  in  part  on  the  waste  of  the  primary  school 
fund.  The  whole  fund  was  jeopardized  by  the  abuses  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  popular  branch.  A 
party  was  forming  itself  in  the  bosom  of  the  Legislature,  and 
apparently  gaining  strength,  whose  object  was  to  break  up  the 
literary  fund,  and  put  the  money  in  the  treasiiry.  They 
seized  upon  the  waste  of  the  funds  sent  out  for  the  education  of 
the  poor,  and  wielded  it  against  the  whole  establishment.  The 
best  interests  of  science  and  literature  seemed  to  me  to  enjoin 
it  on  us  to  rescue  the  system,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  dis- 
grace, by  prudent  amendatory  provisions.  I  had  also  made 
up  my  mind,  that  it  was  expedient  to  let  the  arrears  go  out. 
You  remember,  no  doubt,  the  excitement  at  the  close  of  the 
preceding  session.  A  number  of  the  counties  had  suffered 
their  quotas  to  accumulate  in  the  treasury,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  they  would  be  authoriaed  to  draw  them  at  discretion. 
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This  was  particularly  tho  case  with  the  amall  counties  in  the 
eastern  parts  of  the  State,  where  they  draw  least  relatively  to 
their  rate  of  contribution,  I'ho  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Literary  Fund  did,  in  my  opinion,  construe  the  law  correctly. 
Bat  as  the  law  was  not  very  clearly  expressed,  there  was  room 
for  misconstruction  among  honest  minds.  The  idea  of  inequal- 
ity ia  odious  to  the  people ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
claiming  the  arrears,  considered  themselves  unequally  dealt 
by.  The  enemies  of  the  University  had  made  powerful  use  of 
this  weapon ;  and  doubtless  hoped  and  expected  we  would  pre- 
serve it  to  them.  These  considerations  induced  us  to  recede, 
and  suffer  the  original  bill  to  pass.  I  am  well  pleased  on 
reflection,  that  we  did  so.  Before  I  left  Kichmond,  I  under- 
stood that  although  all  our  measures  had  failed,  there  seemed  , 
to  be  prevailing  a  general  sentiment  of  regret  that  nothing  had 
been  done  for  the  University.  I  ascribe  this  sentiment  in  no 
small  degree  to  onr  moderation  in  sufl'ering  the  arrearage  bill 
to  pass.  After  the  failure  of  our  amendments  from  the  Senate, 
an  effort  was  made  by  original  bill  in  the  Ilbuse  of  Delegates, 
to  procure  the  SJS200,000,  separate  and  distinct  from  the  sus- 
pension of  interest,  which  failed. 

Mr.  Johnson  made  a  long  and  able  Speech  in  the  Committee 
of  Conference,  in  support  of  the  suspension  of  interest,  In 
the  course  of  this  speech,  he  took  occasion  to  express  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  plan  of  the  buildings  was  not  the  best  which 
might  have  been  adopted.  But  on  this  point,  he  said,  he  was 
opposed  to  such  high  authority,  he  confessed  he  was  induced 
to  doubt  the  correctness  of  his  own  judgment. 

On  this  occasion,  ******  of****  took  an  active 
part  against  us,  on  the  ground  that  the  suspension  of  the 
interest  would  impair  tho  principal  of  the  literary  fund.  He 
voted  tho  next  day  in  favor  of  the  bill  giving  $200,000 
to  the  University,  having  in  the  debate  on  the  suspension  com- 
mitted himself  to  that  effect. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  results  of  a  session  of  two  months,  during 
which  I  may  have  erred  in  the  course  of  measures  which  was 
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adopted,  but  in  which  I  never  for  one  moment  lost  sight  of  the 
great  object  of  our  pursuit.  I  am  not,  however,  disheartened ; 
and  look  forward  to  the  future  with  better  prospects  of  success. 
So  far  from  despairing,  I  relj  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of 
our  countrymen,  and  so  expressed  myself  in  the  closing  debates 
of  the  Senate.  I  shall,  if  life  and  health  permit,  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Visitors,  oq  the  first  Monday  in  next  month.  I 
expect  to  leave  this  place  on  the  19th,  spend  a  few  days  in 
Richmond,  pass  up  by  Bremo,  to  my  house,  and  return  by  the 
way  of  Monticello.  As  the  House  of  Delegates  did  reject 
Gen,  Blackburn's  restrictive  amendment  on  a  question  pro- 
pounded on  that  subject,  and  disconnected  from  any  other,  and 
afterwards  rejected  the  proposition  connected  with  the  suspen- 
sion of  interest,  we  are  left  fairly  where  we  were  as  to  the 
rotunda.  I  shall  endeavor  to  see  some  of  my  leading  friends 
on  this  subject  as  I  come  through  Eichmond.  It  would  be 
well  to  move  cautiously  on  this  part  of  the  buildings,  more  be- 
canse  of  the  part  that  some  of  our  friends  have  acted,  than 
from  respect  to  our  adversaries. 

I  write  in  haste,  and  as  the  mail  is  about  to  close,  have  no 
time  to  correct  mistakes,  which  I  hope  you  will  excuse- 
Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeferson. 


J.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

WiLLi-iMSBURG,  10th  Marcli,  1822. 
Dear  Sir,— When  I  last  wrote  you,  I  forgot  to  enclose  you 
the  letters  which  passed  between  yourself  and  Mr. ,  rela- 
tive to  the  University.  I  now  enclose  them  to  you  by  mail, 
lest  some  unforeseen  accident  may  prevent  me  from  getting  to 
the  meeting  on  the  first  of  next  month.  Information  but 
recently  received  from  my  farm  in  Lancaster,  renders  it  highly 
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important  that  I  should  go  there  without  delay.  But  I  shall 
not  Suffer  this,  nor  any  other  cause  within  my  own  control,  to 
prevent  mo  from  attending  at  tho  meetings  of  the  Board  oF 
Visitors,  as  long  as  I  continue  to  hold  the  appointment.  I 
may  be  prevented  hereafter,  as  I  have  been  heretofore,  by  ill- 
health.  I  have  determined  to  remain  here  a  week  longer  than 
I  intended  when  I  last  wrote  you,  and  now  propose  to  leave 
this  on  25th  inst.,  to  arrive  at  Gen.  Cocke's  on  the  Saturday 
before  the  meeting,  and  to  ride  with  him  to  Monticello  on  the 
next  day.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  you  before  the  meeting,  but 
as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  so  (as  I  shall  travel  in  the 
stage)  without  setting  out  a  week  sooner  than  I  wish  to  leave 
this  place,  and  as  I  have  written  you  very  fully,  I  must  be 
deprived  of  that  satisfaction  for  this  time.  My  object  would  ^ 
be  to  consult  yourself  and  Mr.  Madison  as  to  the  policy  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  ought  to  be  adopted  in  regard  to 
the  central  building.  In  my  last  letter,  I  unfolded  to  you  tho 
difference  of  opinion  between  Mr,  Johnson  and  myself  in 
regard  to  this  subject,  and  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to 
yield  up  the  opposition  which  I  contemplated  to  the.  restrictive 
amendment  proposed  by  himself  and  Gen.  Blackburn.  On 
this  last  point,  I  was,  perhaps,  not  as  circumstantial  as  I  might 
have  been.  When  matters  were  rapidly  hurrying  on  to  a  crisis, 
I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Gary,  of  Fluvanna,  that  Mr.  Brocken- 
brough  (whom  I  had  not  then  seen)  had  stated  to  him,  that  if 
you  were  in  Richmond,  yoii  would  yourself  support  the  bill 
with  the  restrictive  clause,  sooner  than  lose  it.  There  was  not 
a  moment  to  lose,  and  immediately  on  receiving  this  communi- 
cation, I  advised  Mr,  Gary,  and  through  him  my  other  friends 
in  the  House  of  Delegates,  to  yield  to  the  amendment.  Under 
such  circumstances,  I  had  not  the  courage  or  the  rashness  to 
array  one  part  of  the  friends  of  the  institution  against  another, 
when  you  yourself  would  not  do  it,  were  you  present.  After- 
wards, I  saw  Mr.  Broekenbrough,  and  was  informed  by  him, 
that  Mr.  Gary  had  misunderstood  him.     He  doubted  whether 
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you  would  approve  the  courae,  tut  expressed  it  to  be  his  opin- 
ion, that  we  had  hotter  pursue  it. 

I  never  in  my  life  felt  more  deeply  convinced  on  any  subject, 
than  I  am  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  policy  of  going  ou  with 
the  buildinga,  in  preference  to  the  plan  of  putting  the  institu- 
tion into  operation,  with  half  the  buildings  finished.  The 
President  of  the  College  and  Judge  Semple,  in  conversation 
with  me,  a  few  days  ago,  candidly  acknowledged  the  policy  of 
our  course  in  this  respect.  They  observed,  that  Virginians 
would  never  ho  pleased  with  anything  on  a  sniaill  scale.  Judge 
Semple  atMuced  a  fact,  by  way  of  illustration,  which  I  waa 
pleased  to  hear.  Mr.  John  Tyler,  of  Charles  City,  late  mem- 
ber of  CoQgresSj  was  formerly  opposed  to  the  institution.  In 
a  trip  which  he  made  last  year  to  the  Springs,  he  called  and 
inspected  the  buildings ;  and  the  Judge  assured  me  that  Mr. 
Tyler  was  so  much  impressed  by  the  extent  and  splendor  of 
the  establishment,  that  he  has  become  an  advocate  for  the  TJni- 
versity,  and  would  have  voted  last  winter,  had  he  been  in  the 
Legislature,  for  cancelling  the  bonds,  Mr.  Tyler  is  a  candi- 
date for  tho  Assembly,  and  will  doubtless  be  elected.  From 
what  the  Judge  told  me,  I  suspect  the  opposition  will  attempt 
to  fetter  Mr.  Tyler  by  instructions.  Dr.  Crump,  of  Cumber- 
land, was  as  much  influenced  by  the  sight  of  the  buildings  as 
Mr.  Tyler,  He  abandoned  us  last  winter,  on  other,  and,  as  I 
think,  insufficient  grounds.  The  opinion  which  I  had  previ- 
ously entertained  on  this  subject,  ha.s  been  confirmed  by  many 
facts  of  this  description. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  judgment  and  ser- 
vices of  our  colleagues,  and  particularly  Mr.  Johnson,  I  can 
not  but  deeply  regret  the  views  he  has  formed  in  regard  to  the 
library.  But  for  the  weight  of  his  own  opinion,  I  think  the 
opposition  on  that  subject  might  have  been  disregarded.  It  is 
important  to  carry  him  along  with  us.  How  far  this  conside- 
ration, and  the  state  of  the  funds,  may  induce  us  to  put  by  the 
library  for  the  present,  I  really  feel  very  great  doubts.  About 
Biehmond,  and  Staunton,  and  with  the  Federal  party,  I  ob- 
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serve  the  opposition  to  the  library  to  be  atrongest.  I  shall  be 
mainly  governed  by  the  opinion  of  youraeif  and  Mr,  Madison 
on  this  subject. 

Faithfully  youra, 


M?-.  J^g^s 


Joseph  C.  Cabell. 


J,  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

Ebgbwood,  3d  October,  1822. 
Dear  Sir,— Gen.  Cocke  will  inform  you  that  the  cause  of 
my  failure  to  attend  at  the  University  on  yesterday  was  that 
I  had  not  sufficiently  recovered  from  the  severe  and  tedious 
illness,  by  which  I  have  been  unhappily  visited.  My  conva-^" 
leseence  is  much  slower  than  I  expected,  and  is  further  pro- 
longed by  succeaaive  relapses.  S.ome  days  paat  I  was  taken 
with  the  ague  and  fever,  which  often  follows  in  the  rear  of  the 
bilioua  fever,  Eor  two  days  I  have  been  taking  bark,  and  its 
salutary  effects  induce  me  to  hope  I  shall  misa  my  ague  to-day. 
If  I  should  bo  ao  fortunate  as  to  escape  a  return,  and  the 
weather  should  be  favorable,  I  think  of  setting  out  in  a  car- 
riage on  Saturday,  so  as  to  get  to  Monticello  on  Sunday  or 
Monday  to  dinner.  If  I  should  not  come,  you  may  conclude 
that  my  state  of  health  forbids  the  journey ;  for  I  am  never 
absent  from  your  meetings  but  with  the  greatest  reluctance; 
and,  on  this  occasion,  feel  a  particular  desire  to  he  present.  I 
ardently  hope  that  Mr,  Dawson  has  reached  the  end  of  his 
labors,  and  found  all  things  to  eome  out  clear  and  satiafac- 
tory.*     General  Cocke   seemed   reluctant   to   commence   the 

*  So  it  proTec! ;  and  thair  clear  expose  yin&  of  esaential  aid  in  fntore  opera- 
tions. Tlie  aaEooiiite  esaminer  -was  Mr.  Martin  Dawson,  a  native  of  Nelson 
county,  but  tlien  a  worthj  citizen  of  Albensarle.  It  is  pertinent  to  our  gen- 
eral subject,  and  sljonld  be  mentioned  in  his  lienor,  tbat  at  liia  deatt  in 
1835,  fte  hegueathed  ?39,S0O,  the  bulk  of  a  forUme  aceumulased  during  a  life  of 
diligence  and  thrift,  *'"  "''^  "f  P"'"''"^  education  of  the  poor  in  these  tvio  counties, 
between  wliom  ila  annual  iuterest  is  divided. 
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inspection  of  the  books  without  an  associate.  I  ehould  think, 
however,  that  with  Mr.  Dawson's  assistance  it  would  be  an 
easy  task.  He  is  now,  probably,  in  Albemarle,  on  his  way  to 
fulfill  thia  duty.  Should  I  not  attend,  be  pleased  to  remember 
me  kindly  to  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  your  friend, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


J.  C.  0,  TO   T.  J". 

Richmond,  19th  December,  1823. 
Dear  Sm, — I  reached  this  place  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
write  now  merely  to  apprise  you  of  my  arrival.  I  returned  to 
Williamsburg  from  the  Northern  Neck  on  the  6th  instant,  and 
immediately  wrote  to  a  friend  in  this  place  to  ascertain  whether 
the  usual  recess  of  the  Senate  would  take  place.  I  counted 
on  a  recess  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  was  willing  to  avail 
myself  of  it,  in  order  that  I  might  enjoy  some  rest  after  much 
fatigue  and  trouble.  By  some  accident,  I  did  not  hear  of  the 
determination  of  the  Senate  not  to  adjourn  till  the  16th,  when 
a  letter  from  my  brother,  and  Judge  Tucker  on  his  return  from 
the  Federal  Court,  informed  me  of  the  fact.  On  the  17th  I 
came  up  in  the  stage.  Yesterday  and  to-day,  I  have  been 
engaged  in  fixing  myself  in  my  lodgings  at  the  Eagle.  I  have 
had  short  interviews  with  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Bives,  Mr.  Gary, 
and  others.  All  that  I  can  now  tell  yon  is,  that  the  House  of 
Delegates  has  greatly  improved  in  ability,  and  I  am  informed 
that  the  leading  members  generally  seem  well  disposed  towards 
the  University.  The  accompanying  report,  respecting  the  lit- 
erary fund,  will  shew  you  that  the  state  of  the  finances  is  very 
unfavorable.  I'rom  what  source  we  are  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary funds,  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have  not  as  yet  fonned  any 
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opinion.  And.  I  am  eqnally  undecided  how  macli  we  onglit  to 
ask  in  our  bill;  whether  the  funds  necessary  to  build  the 
library,  and  the  relinquishment  of  the  debt— or  the  former 
singly,  leaving  the  debt  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of — or  the 
relinquishment  of  the  debt  without  conditions.  This,  I  pre- 
sume, is  the  order  of  preference.  It  is  the  order  in  which  I 
shouid  myself  arrange  the  propositions.  I  greatly  doubt  the 
practicability  of  carrying  the  first  or  second.  The  third  would 
be  apt  to  succeed,  if  we  should  hit  judiciously  on  the  proper 
funds.  A  certain  party  will  attempt  to  impose  conditions  to 
the  third  proposition.  Some  of  our  friends  will  concur  in  this 
view.  I  hear  that  Mr,  ***  professes  himself  friendly;  but 
requires  that  we  should  state  what  the  coat  of  the  necessary 
apparatus  and  library  will  be,  and  that  we  should  go  into 
immediate  operation.  He  complains  that  he  has  not  hereto- 
fore been  consulted.  He  will  bo  conferred  with  hj  some  of 
our  friends.  But  there  is  some  danger  in  such  consultations ; 
for,  unless  you  accede  to  their  views,  such  friends  often  fly  off 
altogether.  We  shall  endeavor  to  get  ready  to  bring  some 
thing  forward  about  the  1st  January;  about  which  time  I  hear 
the  report  will  be  down,  together  with  the  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  the  centre  building.  Some  delay  is  necessary  to  ascertain 
what  is  best  to  be  done.  After  that,  a  straight  forward,  open 
and  bold  course  is  what  I  shall  recommend  to  our  friends. 
Mr.  Johnson  is  not  yet  arrived ;  and  I  hear  he  is  sick.  I  fear 
we  shall  differ  again  about  conditions;  but  I  wish  to  have  the 
advantage  of  his  talents  and  influence.  Thank  God,  my  health 
is  now  uncommonly  good.  But  it  requires  that  I  should  often 
reflect  on  the  great  object  in  view,  to  prevent  my  spirits  from 
sinking  under  the  combined  influence  of  a  painful  separation 
from  my  family,  an  increasing  debt,  and  the  reflection  that 
such  great  exertions  are  necessary  to  do  the  least  service  to 
science  in  this  State.  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  see 
Col.  Randolph  before  he  leaves  town.  If  I  have  not  hereto- 
fore mentioned  the  subject  of  your  late  unfortunate  wound,  it 
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is  not  because  I  was  not  deeply  eonoernoil  for  your  sufferings. 
I  hear,  with  great  pleasure,  that  you  are  recovering. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 


CXLII. 

[  Suggesting  a  plan  of  oporaticus  (luving  the  present  session.] 
J.    C.    0.    TO    T.    J. 

RioHHOND,  2Bd  DfiBember,  1822. 
Dear  Sir,' — Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Rives  left  this  for  Albe- 
marle on  yesterday,  and  will  not  probably  return  for  eight  or 
ten  days.  The  latter  went  for  his  family,  and  the  former  to 
visit  Mrs.  Gordon  in  her  distress  for  the  loss  of  a  child,  I  am 
very  sorry  that  they  wore  obliged  to  leave  town,  as  we  want 
the  aid  of  all  our  fiiends  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Gordon  shewed  me,  on  Saturday,  a  letter  which  he  bad 
just  received  from  Mr.  Dinamore,  stating  that  the  undertakers 
had  ascertained  that  they  could  not  afford  to  build  the  library 
for  less  than  $70,000.  At  my  instance,  Mr,  Gordon  threw  the 
letter  in  tho  fire.  My  object  was  to  prevent  it  from  being 
made  an  improper  use  of,  in  the  event  of  its  being  seen  by  our 
enemies.  I  have  spoken  with  one  or  two  friends  confidentially 
on  this  subject,  and  we  all  agree  that  if  the  price  of  the  un- 
dertakers should  rise  above  $50,000,  and  more  especially  if  it 
should  reach  $70,000,  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  the  pro- 
ject of  a  conditional  contract  on  their  parts,  and  leave  us  at 
large.  In  our  opinion,  we  should  not  ask  for  more  than 
$50,000  for  the  library;  suggesting,  that  if  the  job  should  be 
put  up  to  the  lowest  bidder  among  the  workmen  of  first  rate 
ability  in  the  United  States,  that  sum  would  probably  suffice, 
and  if  it  should  fall  short,  the  deficiency  could  be  made  up 
from  the  annmty,  or  from  some  other  source.  At  all  events, 
we  could  hope  not  to  trouble  the  Legislature  again  on  that 
17 
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subject.  If  matters  have  not  gone  too  far,  we  would  prefer 
that  no  such  document  as  one  ealliHg  for  $70,000  for  the 
library  should  be  sent  here.  It  ivould  prohabiy  blow  up  all 
our  plana.  Perhaps  a  conditional  contract  for  $60,000  might 
not  do  barm,  as  it  would  bar  tbo  door  to  all  doubt  about  the 
price  of  the  house.  But  if  $70,000  should  bo  asked  for,  I 
fear  we  shall  be  totally  overthrown.  Could  you  not  reject  the 
offer  of  the  undertaltera,  on  the  ground  that  we  may  he  able  to 
get  better  terms,  and  authorize  me  \ij  letter  to  ast  for  $50,000 
for  the  library?  I  suggest  these  ideas  with  deference  to  your 
better  judgment.  I  should  observe  to  you,  tbat  even  now 
there  is  great  hesitancy  in  the  ranks  of  our  friends  as  to  the 
propriety  of  building  the  library  at  this  time;  this,  too,  whilst 
the  belief  is  that  it  would  cost  at  most  about  $50,000.  One 
or  two  of  Biy  best  friends  in  the  Assembly  tell  me,  they  thiuk 
that  many  who  would  vote  for  eaneelliug  the  debt,  would  op- 
pose any  further  appropriation  for  building.  I  am  endeavoring 
to  remove  the  objections,  but  am  luiCLTtahi  how  far  I  shall  be 
able  to  succeed. 

What  I  think  of  at  present  is  to  ask  for  tlie  first  proposition 
in  my  last  letter:  that  is,  to  cancel  and  appropriate  both.  The 
ways  and  means  which  I  now  contemplate  are,  to  ask  for  a 
loan  of  ^50,000  out  of  the  surplus  capital  on  hand,  to  build 
the  library ;  and  to  put  the  whole  debt  of  the  University,  thus 
augmented  to  i|170,000,  along  with  the  other  debts  of  the 
State,  under  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund.  I  have  lat- 
terly struck  on  this  plan,  on  consultation  with  your  grandson, 
who  suggested  the  idea  of  resorting  to  the  sinking  fund.  I 
have  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Loyall,  Mr.  Eowyer  and  Mr.  Hunter, 
who  all,  on  first  view,  highly  approved  it.  On  the  best  reflec- 
tion I  can  give  the  subject,  it  is  the  best  plan  wo  can  adopt. 
We  had  better  let  the  literary  fund  stand  as  it  is — not  inter- 
meddle with  the  provisions  for  the  schools,  or  the  surplus 
appropriated  to  the  colleges.  Let  us  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  old  balances,  or  dead  horses,  or  escheated  lands,  but  ask 
boldly  to  be  exonerated  from  our  debts  hy  the  powerful  sinking 
fund  of  the  State.     This  is  manly  and  dignified  legislation; 
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and  if  we  fail,  the  blame  mil  not  be  ours.  Such  arc  my  pre- 
sent views.  Some  there  arc  who  think  we  h<id  better  ask  for 
the  loan  only,  at  this  time,  and  leave  the  deht  for  another  see- 
sion.  There  are  arguments  for  and  against  this  course.  It 
woald  lessen  the  present  demand.  But  it  would  leave  the 
door  open  for  future  applications,  and  postpone  the  time  of  our 
coramenccment.  The  public  mind  seems  impatient  for  a  com- 
mencement of  the  operations  of  the  institution.  My  present 
impressions  arc  in  favor  of  asking  for  the  whole.  I  think  it 
would  be  important  to  show  that  if  we  eould  finish  the  build- 
ings, aud  get  rid  of  the  debt,  we  could  go  on  without  troubling 
the  Assembly  again.  There  are  some  who  say,  "you  will 
want  a  library  and  apparatus,  and  you  will  be  obliged  to  come 
here  for  more  money,  and  is  it  not  better  to  expend  the 
$50,000  in  that  way,  than  in  buildings?"  I  am  taking  this 
ground — that  occasional  gifts  from  the  Legislature  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  apparatus  would  be  of  service- — nay,  of 
great  importance ;  but  that  we  could  get  along  without  them, 
by  appropriating  half  the  fees  of  tuition  to  that  object,  and 
that  we  have  already  adopted  a  resolution,  whereby  half  the 
fees  will  go  into  the  coffers  of  the  institution  ;  and  that  we  had 
rather  have  ^50,000  to  finish  the  buildings,  than  to  purchase 
books  and  apparatus.  I  should  wish  to  be  corrected,  if  I  err 
on  any  of  these  important  points. 

I  have  very  great  confidence  in  Mr.  Hunter,  Last  night  he 
pressed  me  to  write  for  the  report.  He  says  members  will 
take  time  to  consider  the  subject,  and  there  is  no  time  to  lose. 
Unfortunately,  the  question  about  the  seat  of  government  is 
fixed  for  the  10th  January.  It  is  to  bo  regretted  that  they 
eould  not  be  separated  by  a  greater  interval.  I  think  we 
should  bring  our  business  forward  early  in  January.  The 
prints  will  be  kept  back  till  the  report  is  made.  I  am  very 
happy  to  hear  from  Mr.  Garrett,  that  the  Proctor's  accounts 
are  satisfactorily  settled. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 


c.y  Google 


CORRESPONBENCE.  [1822. 


T.   J.   TO   J.   C.   C. 

MoNTicELLO,  Dcoembcr  28,  1B22. 
Dear  Sir, — ^Yours  of  the  19th  was  received  some  days  ago ; 
those  of  the  23d,  the  day  before  yesterday.  At  the  same  time 
with  the  former,  I  received  one  of  the  same  date  from  Mr. 
Rives,  proposing  a  question  to  me,  which,  aa  ho  is  absent,  I 
will  answer  to  yon.  It  was — if  the  romission  of  the  principal 
debt,  and  an  accommodation  of  the  cost  of  the  library  cannot 
both  be  obtained,  which  would  be  most  desirable  ?  'Without 
any  question,  the  latter.  Of  all  things  the  moat  important,  ia 
the  completion  of  the  buildings.  The  remission  of  the  debt 
will  come  of  itself.  It  is  already  remitted  in  the  mind  of  every 
man,  even  of  the  enemies  of  the  institution.  And  there  is 
nothing  pressing  very  immediately  for  its  expression.  The 
great  object  of  oar  aim  from  the  beginning,  has  been  to  make 
the  establishment  the  most  eminent  in  the  United  States,  in 
order  to  draw  to  it  the  youth  of  every  State,  but  especially  of 
the  south  and  west.  We  have  proposed,  therefore,  to  call  to 
it  characters  of  the  first  order  of  science  from  Europe,  as  well 
as  om-  own  country ;  and,  not  only  by  the  salaries  and  the 
comforts  of  their  situation,  but  by  the  distinguished  scale  of  its 
structure  and  preparation,  and  the  promise  of  future  eminence 
which  these  would  hold  up,  to  induce  them  to  commit  their 
reputation  to  its  future  fortunes.  Had  we  built  a  barn  for  a 
college,  and  log  huts  for  accommodations,  should  wo  over  have 
had  the  assurance  to  propose  to  an  European  professor  of  that 
character  to  come  to  it  ?  Why  give  up  this  important  idea, 
when  so  near  its  accomplishment  that  a  single  lift  more  effects 
it?  It  is  not  a  half  project  which  is  to  fill  up  the  enticement 
of  cbaraotor  from  abroad.  To  stop  where  wc  are,  is  to  aban- 
don our  high  hopes,  and  become  suitors  to  Yale  and  Harvard 
for  their  secondary  characters  to  become  our  first.  Have  we 
been  laboring  then  merely  to  get  up  another  Hampder 
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or  Lexington  ?  Yet  to  this  it  sinks,  if  ire  abandon  foreign  aid. 
Tbe  report  of  E-oekfisli  G-ap,  sanctioned  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, authorized  us  to  aim  at  much  higher  things  ;*  and  the 
abandonment  of  the  enterprise  where  we  are,  would  be  a  relin- 
quishment of  the  great  idea  of  the  Legislature  of  1818,  and 
shrinking  it  into  a  country  academy.  The  opening  of  the 
institution  in  a  half-state  of  readiness,  would  be  the  most  fatal 
step  which  could  be  adopted.  It  would  be  an  impatience  de- 
feating its  own  object,  by  putting  on  a  subordinate  character 
in  the  ontset,  which  never  would  be  shaken  off,  instead  of 
opening  largely  and  in  full  system.  Taking  our  stand  on  com- 
manding ground  at  once,  will  beckon  every  thing  to  it,  and  a 
reputation  once  established,  will,  maintain  itself  for  ages.  To 
secure  this,  a  single  sum  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousands  of  dollars  is 
wanting.  If  we  cannot  get  it  now,  we  will  at  another  or 
another  trial.  Courage  and  patience  is  the  watchword.  De- 
lay is  an  evil,  which  will  pass;  despair  loses  all.  Let  us  never 
give  back.  The  thing  will  cai-ry  itself,  and  with  firmness  and 
perseverance  we  shall  place  our  country  on  its  high  station, 
and  wo  shall  receive  for  it  the  blessings  of  posterity.  I  think 
your  idea  of  a  loan,  and  placing  it  on  the  sinking  fund,  an  ex- 
cellent one. 

Binsmore's  $70,000  evidence  only  the  greediness  of  an  un- 
dertaker. He  declined  communicating  the  details  of  his  esti- 
mate, lest  their  exaggeration  should  he  visible.  From  the 
undertakers  we  have  the  following  offers : 

The  brick  work  complete,  including  columns,           -  $11,300 — Perry. 

Stonework, 3,940— Gorman. 

Cfirpeiitvy  and  joinery  of  tlie  lower  rooms,  -  12,000— OMli am, 

^21,240 
There  remain  the  inside  work  of  the  upper  room,  the  roof,  and 


*  Tills  conaideration  oilonc,  if  there  were  no  other,  should  suffice  to  vindi- 
oilfl  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mb  colleagues  in  their  adherence  to  a.  plan  projected 
on  a  liberal  settle,  Tet  how  often  and  generally  iras  It  lost  sight  of  by  the 
people  aud  their  representatives  in  opposition  dudng  this  protracted  straggle. 
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tbe  two  appendages  or  covered  wajs  in  the  fianks  to  connect 
with  the  other  buildings,  of  which  we  have  no  estimate ;  but 
they  cannot  cost  as  much  aa  all  the  rest  of  the  building.  I 
asked  at  what  they  had  estimated  the  stone  worlc  ?  The 
answer  was  $6,000.  I  knew  at  the  same  time  that  Govman 
must  do  it  for  them,  and  would  do  it  for  $3,940 ;  so  that  fifty 
per  cent,  was  laid  on  this  article  for  their  gains,  and  probably 
like  advances  on  the  other  articles.  Mr,  Brockenbrough's 
original  estimate  was  carefully  and  minutely  made,  and  allow- 
ing for  the  two  covered  ways,  we  are  safe  in  saying  that 
another  loan  of  $60,000  will  place  ns  beyond  the  risk  of  our 
needing  to  ask  another  dollar  on  that  account. 

Ton  propose  to  me  to  write  to  half  a  aozen  gentlemen  on 
this  subject.  You  do  not  know,  my  dear  sir,  how  great  ia  my 
physical  inability  to  write.  The  jointa  of  my  right  wrist  and 
fingers,  in  conseC[uence  of  an  ancient  dislocation,  are  become 
so  stiffened  that  I  can  write  hut  at  the  pace  of  a  snail.  The 
copying  our  report,  and  my  letter  lately  sent  to  the  Governor, 
being  seven  pages  only,  employed  me  laboriously  a  whole 
week.  The  letter  I  am  now  writing  you  has  taken  me  two 
days.  I  have  been  obliged,  therefore,  to  withdraw  from  letter 
ivriting,  but  in  cases  of  the  most  indispensable  urgency.  A 
letter  of  a  page  or  two  costs  me  a  day  of  labor,  and  a  painful 
labor.  I  have  few  now  to  live  ;  should  I  consign  them  all  to 
pain  ?  I  ought,  if  I  could,  to  write  to  yourself,  to  Mr.  John- 
son, Mr.  Rives,  Mr.  Gordon,  and  to  Mr.  Loyall  too,  now  one 
of  our  fraternity.  But  what  I  say  to  one,  you  must  all  be  no 
indulgent  as  to  consider  meant  for  the  whole.  Be  so  good  aa 
to  express  to  Mr,  Loyall  my  gratification  at  his  being  added  to 
our  Board,  and  my  hope  that  he  will  make  Monticello  his 
head-q^uarters  whenever  lie  comes  up.  Our  meetings,  you 
know,  are  always  on  Mondays,  and  the  stage  passes  us  the 
previous  Saturday  evening.  This  gives  an  intermediate  day 
for  rest,  enquiry  and  consideration. 
Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Tii:  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Oabdl. 
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CXLIV. 

J.    C.    0.    TO    T,    J. 

BiCHMOSQ,  December  30,  1822. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  liappy  to  inform  yo«  that  Mr.  Gordon 
aad  Mr.  Rives  arrived  in  town  last  evening,  and  have  attended 
the  House  to-da,y,  Mr.  Gordon  called  on  me  this  morning, 
when  I  disclosed  to  him  what  I  had  done  in  his  absence,  and 
my  present  views  and  prospects.  I  have  conferred  with  Mr. 
Hunter,  Mr.  Gary,  Mr.  Bowyer,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Botetourt,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  &c.,  and  the  almost  Knanimous  opinion  of  us  all  is,  that 
we  should  ask  for  another  loan  to  finish  the  buildings,  and  to 
leave  the  debt  untouched  for  the  present.  "We  propose  to  move 
for  one  object  at  a  time,  in  order  not  to  unite  the  enemies  of 
both  naeasures  against  one  hill.  Should  we  succeed  in  getting 
the  loan,  we  may  afterwards  try  to  get  rid  of  tho  debt.  But 
the  general  impression  is,  that  we  cannot  carry  both  measures 
at  this  session.  I  presume  I  am  clearly  right  in  the  assurance 
which  I  give  to  our  particular  friends,  nay  to  every  body,  that 
if  both  measures  cannot  pass,  the  Board  of  Visitors  would  pre- 
fer the  loau  to  the  cancelling  of  the  bonds.  It  gives  me  heart- 
felt pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  intelligent  members  gene- 
rally express  the  opinion  that  the  institution  should  be  finished. 
This  confirms  the  propriety  of  the  course  we  have  taken.  Of 
the  propriety  of  that  course,  you  know,  I  have  never  doubted. 
And  I  may  be  allowed  to  feel  the  gratification  natural  on  such 
an  occasion.  Last  winter  I  had  to  encounter  a  mingled  host 
of  friends  and  enemies,  on  this  point,  and  yielded  it  from  a 
mistake  existing  between  Mr.  Brocbenbrough  and  Mr.  Gary. 
Now  the  leading  members  generally  say,  the  institution  should 
be  finished.  Mr.  Baldwin  has  assured  me  of  his  hearty  co- 
operation to  this  effect.  Prom  himself,  and  from  Mr,  Taylor, 
of  Botetourt,  I  hear  that  Mr.  Sheffey  will  go  with  ns.  Mr. 
Doddridge,  I  expect,  will  do  the  same.  Mr.  *****  i^as 
twice  announced  to  Mr.  Gary,  on  being  consulted  by  him,  that 
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he  ■would  oppose  any  further  building ;  yet  Mr.  Grordon  thinks 
ho  may  be  brought  over.  *******  The  Presi- 
dent of  Hampden  Sidney  is  here,  making  interest  for  that 
institution.  I  am  on  good  terms  with  him.  He  is  veiy  friendly 
to  the  University.  To-day  he  advised  me  to  aim  only  for  a 
loan,  and  said  he  was  confident  from  what  he  had  heard  among 
the  members,  that  the  debt  should  be  loft  untouched  for  the 
present.  I  advised  him  to  take  care  that  *  *  *  *  will  not 
kindle  a  flame  against  his  college,  by  throwing  himself  athwart 
the  course  of  the  friends  of  the  University.  He  observed  that 
*  *  *  *  |,ad  not  made  up  his  mind  finally  how  he  would  vote 
on  a  bill  authorizing  us  to  finish  the  buildings  of  the  Univer- 
sity ;  but  he  believed  that  unless  tho  bill  for  Hampden  Sidney 
should  be  supported,  he  would  oppose  ua.  I  advised  him  to 
remonstrate  with  him  as  to  the  propriety  and  policy  of  that 
mode  of  legislation,  and  cautioned  him  not  lightly  to  depart 
from  the  system  of  voting  for  every  measure  on  the  foundation 
of  its  own  merits.  I  hope  *****  may  be  prevailed  on  to 
relinquish  hie  opposition.  I  am  now  more  in  dread  of  Mr, 
Johnson's  coming  to  town,  and  advocating  the  doctrine  of  cur- 
tailing the  building,  than  I  am  of  any  other  danger.  But  as 
the  popular  prejudice  on  that  subject  has  abated,  I  hope  he 
would  go  with  us.  The  report  was  in  town  on  I"riday.  Mr. 
Daniel  told  me  he  was  waiting  for  Governor  Pleasants  to  com- 
municate it.  The  Governor  will  probably  be  in  town  this 
evening.  The  report  will  probably  be  made  to-morrow.  As 
soon  as  it  is  printed,  I  will  get  Capt.  Peyton  to  exhibit  the 
prints  of  the  plan  of  tho  University.  In  a  few  days  thereafter 
our  bill  will  be  brought  in.  I  have  a  loan  bill  ready  drawn. 
The  subject  of  interest  is  somewhat  embarrassing.  We  shall 
he  obliged  to  lose  the  interest.  I  conclude  it  ia  better  to  do 
so,  than  stand  in  our  present  situation.  We  must  limit  the 
timo  of  our  election  on  the  subject  of  the  loan  to  some  short 
period,  to  avoid  the  loss  of  interest  to  the  fund.  Such  a  pro- 
viso will  help  to  carry  our  bill.  There  shall  be  no  difficulty  on 
that  score  about  a  Board.     If  the  bill  passes,  I  will  come  up 
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immediately  in  the  stage,  and  I  mabo  no  doubt  Gen.  Cocke 
and  Mr,  Iioyall  vf'iW  also  attend.  I  still  think  a  conditional 
contract  on  the  part  of  the  undertakers  for  §70,000  would  do 
more  harm  than  good.  But  if  they  will  engage  for  $60,000 
to  finish  the  building  out  and  out,  I  would  rather  have  the 
contract  than  not.  If  they  will  not,  I  will  ask  for  fifty- — per- 
haps, sixty  thousand  dollars.  The  year  before  last,  we  esti- 
mated the  library  at  $40,000.  Last  year  at  §45,000,  as  well 
as  I  recollect.  Should  I  now  rise  to  §60,000,  some  reason 
will  be  asked  for  the  difference  in  the  estimates.  I  have  here- 
tofore grounded  myself  on  Mr,  Brockenbrough's  estimates.  If 
no  other  document  can  he  furnished,  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  your  writing  a  short  letter  to  some  one  here,  asking  for 
such  sum  as  you  may  think  proper  for  the  object.  The  sooner 
it  comca,  the  better.  The  affair  of  the  Proctor's  accounts 
seems  to  be  unknown  here.  I  am  happy  to  hear  from  Gen. 
Cocke,  that  that  business  has  been  satisfactorily  adjusted.  I 
write  in  great  haate, 

And  remain,  dear  sir, 

Ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeferson. 


EiciiMOND,  January  9,  1823. 
Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  your  letter  of 
28th  December,  and  am  mortified  with  the  circumstance  of  my 
having  been  the  cause  of  so  much  trouble  to  you.  I  am  happy 
to  inform  you  that  our  prospects  are  now  very  favorable. 
Every  thing  is  understood ;  every  thing  is  a.rranged.  Our  bill 
will  be  introduced  in  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges, 
in  a  day  or  two.  We  ought  to  have  Lad  a  select  committee,  to 
get  rid  of  enemies  and  to  expedite ;  but  the  report  was  commit- 
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ted  to  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  CoUegea  by  a  member 
who  knew  not  our  views,  and  there  would  be  certain  difficulties 
in  getting  it  away  from  that  committee.  We  hope  we  are 
strong  enough  to  meet  our  adversaries  at  every  stage.  The 
report,  I  am  told,  will  have  a  very  happy  effect.  I  heard  a 
thing  last  evening,  which  is  very  pleasing.  In  Mecklenburg, 
Lunenburg,  Brunswick,  Greensville,  Norfolk,  and  Essex  coun- 
ties, the  University  was  made  a  test  in  the  election  last  spring. 
The  members  who  voted  against  us  Jast  year,  were  turne<il  out, 
or  compelled  to  promise  to  vote  with  us.  I  have  the  facts  as 
to  the  four  first  counties,  from  Ool,  Powell  of  Brunswick,  as  to 
Norfolk  from  Ool.  Lee,  and  as  to  Essex  from  Mr.  Hunter. 
The  institution  is  gaining  greatly  to  the  south  and  to  the  east, 
and  indeed  every  where,  Clopton  will  be  elected  from  the 
Williamsburg  district.  The  University  was  made  a  test  on  the 
Henrico  Hustings  yesterday,  and  Clopton  almost  universally 
voted  for,  I  got  *  *  *  *  to  withdraw.  If  he  had  offered, 
he  would  greatly  have  jeopardized  Mr,  Clopton's  election. 
The  prints  of  the  University  will  be  bought  up  rapidly. 
Ever  faithfully  yours, 

JosKPii  C,   Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


T.    J.    TO    J.    C,    C. 

MoNTiCRLLO,  January  18,  1823. 
Dear  Sie, — Yours  of  tho  9th  is  quite  reviving.  You  say 
that  as  soon  as  the  bill  has  passed,  yourself  and  colleagues  will 
come  up  to  a  special  meeting.  This  will  be  indispensable,  be- 
cause our  workmen  will  be  obliged  to  be  looking  out  for  other 
work  for  the  ensuing  season,  if  their  employment  here  is  not 
soon  decided  on.  But  observe  that,  to  make  a  special  call 
legal,  reasonable  notice  must  be  given  to  all  the  Visitors,  As 
soon,  therefore,  as  the  bill  has  passed  the  Lower  House,  (as  I 
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suppose  we  may  rely  on  the  Senate,)  yourself,  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Loyall,  raay  sign  a  special  call,  and  seniJ  a  copy  by  mail 
to  Mr.  MadisoD,  Gen.  Breekenridge,  Gen,  Cocke,  and  myself, 
eaeh  fixing  a  day  of  meeting  ■within  such  term  as  the  proceeding 
of  the  Senate  may  require,  and  not  less  than  a  fortnight.  The 
object  of  the  meeting  will  be  to  authorize  the  commonceraent 
of  the  building,  and  to  talk  over  some  ulterior  meaanrea  which, 
however,  cannot  be  finally  concluded  till  April. 

Mr.  Dawson  telb  me  we  must  not  commit  ourselves  too 
strongly  as  to  the  amount  of  our  debts,  as  stated  in  my  letter 
to  the  Literary  Board.  Further  investigations  incline  iilm  to 
apprehend  they  will  be  sensibly  more  than  the  Proctor  author- 
ized me  to  say,  there  being  yet  some  large  accounts  to  settle. 
It  would  he  well  if  you  would  always  send  me  a  copy  of  the 
printed  report  for  the  more  convenient  use  of  the  Board.  With 
respect  to  the  clauns  of  the  local  academies,  I  will  make  no 
compromise.  The  second  grade  must  not  be  confounded  with 
the  first,  nor  treated  of  in  the  same  chapter.  The  present 
funds  are  not  sufficient  for  all  the  three  grades.  The  first  and 
third  are  moat  important  to  he  first  brought  into  action.  When 
they  are  properly  provided  for,  and  the  funds  sufficiently  en- 
larged, the  middle  establishment  should  be  taken  up  systemat- 
ically. In  the  mean  time,  it  may  more  conve^iiently  than 
either  of  the  others  be  left  to  private  enterprise ;  1,  because 
there  is  a  good  number  of  classical  schools  now  existing ;  and 
2,  because  their  students  ai'e  universally  sons  of  parents  who 
can  afford  to  pay  for  their  education. ;  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
Mr.  Hives  has  taken  up  the  subject  of  primary  schools ;  tha 
present  plan  being  evidently  inefficient,  we  should  talse  the 
lead  in  a  new  one,  and  become  equally  their  patrons  as  of  the 
University.  Tho  hostile  attitude  into  which  wo  have  been 
brought  apparently  is  equally  impolitic  and  unuseful.  Were 
it  necessary  to  give  up  either  the  Primaries  or  the  University, 
I  would  rather  abandon  the  last,  because  it  is  safer  to  have  a 
whole  people  respectably  enlightened,  than  a  few  in  a  high 
md  the  many  in  ignorance.     This  last  is  the 
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s  state  in  which  a  nation  can  be.     The  nations 
and  governments  of  Earope  are  eo  many  proofs  of  it. 
Affectionately  yours, 

Ik:  JEffifEESOK. 


J.  C.  C,    TO  T.   J. 


RiDHMONu,  23d  January,  1823. 

Dear  Sir, — Tour  favor  of  13th  instant  came  safely  to 
hand  by  the  mail.  I  have  shewn  it  to  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr. 
Rives,  My  own  impression  is,  that  in  touching  the  subject  ofv 
the  nnliquidated  debt,  we  should  merely  guard  against  future 
unfavorable  imputations,  by  stating  that  it  might  and  probably 
would  exceed  the  conjectural  amount  mentioned  in  your  letter, 
and  that  when  you  wrote,  the  settlement  was  in  a  progressive 
state.  The  county  delegates  seem  disposed  to  say  nothing 
about  it.  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  their  discretion. 
When  the  bill  gets  to  the  Senate,  I  shall  say  something  on 
the  subject. 

In  regard  to  the  academies  and  primary  schools,  I  think  our 
most  prudent  course,  at  this  time,  is  neither  to  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  them,  nor  to  make  war  upon  tliem.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  imagine  a  atate  of  things  in  regard  to  these  other 
branches  of  the  system  more  favorable  to  us  than  that  which 
now  exists.  The  funds  are  limited,  and  we  wish  to  avoid  a 
competitor.  The  colleges  cannot  all  be  gratified,  and  they 
will  defeat  one  another.  The  primary  schools  are  in  a  state 
of  discredit,  and  the  public  mind  is  not  now  disposed  to  in- 
crease the  appropriation  to  them.  If  we  amend  the  system 
at  this  time,  and  give  it  credit  and  honor,  this  ally  will  become 
our  worst  enemy.  The  popular  branch  of  the  system  would 
swallow  up  all  the  funds.  Even  now  an  effort  will  be  made  to 
divide  with  us  in  every  appropriation ;  but  the  diBcredit  into 
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which  the  popular  branch  has  fallen,  will  defeat  the  measure. 

Beaidea,  there  are  great  intrinsic  difficnlties  in  the  subject. 
"When  your  bill  was  brought  in  some  years  ago  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  Chesterfield,  I  consulted  all  the  best  heads  of  my  acquain- 
tance* then  about  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  every  effort 
was  made  to  smooth  away  the  difficulties  of  the  subject;  and 
though  many  plana  were  suggested,  none  met  with  general 
approbation.  At  some  future  time,  I  woulA  cheurfully  enter 
again  on  tliia  difficult  and  thorny  question.  I  think  we  would 
do  well  to  decline  it  at  this  time,  and  take  advantage  of  the 
favorable  breeze  that  now  wafts  us  along. 

I  have  imparted  these  views  to  Mr.  Rives,  and  left  him  to 
pursue  hia  own  course.  Mr.  G-ordon  concurs  with  me,  Mr. 
Rivea  did  not  propose  to  move  the  subject  of  the  primary 
schools  till  the  Loan  Bill  should  be  acted  on.  But  the  bonds 
will  remain  to  be  cancelled,  and  the  objeetiona  would  con- 
tinue till  the  University  should  got  into  operation.  I  have 
thought,  and  still  think,  that  we  should  act  with  good  faith  to 
the  primary  schools ;  but  that  would  dictate  merely  that  we 
should  not  attempt  to  take  from  them  any  of  the  $45,000,  till 
experience  and  public  opinion  demand  the  measure.  I  have 
attempted,  in  the  county  where  I  reside,  to  exhibit  proofs  of  my 
real  desire  to  give  that  system  a  fair  trial.  Our  proceedings 
were  printed  and  distributed  over  the  State.f  But,  last  year, 
I  eaw  more  clearly  than  ever  the  inherent  defects  of  that  sys- 
tem. It  will  require  great  alteration  and  amendment.  But 
for  us  to  move  in  it,  I  think,  the  time  has  not  arrived. 

As  to  the  collegea  and  academies,  I  differ  from  some  of  our 
friends.     I  would  vote  for  an  appropriation  to  Hampden  Sid- 


*  Among  Mr.  C.'s  papers  are  neyeral  from  his  distingnisheti  friends,  eon- 
bilning  hints  on.  thia  snbjeet,  written  at  tlie  time  specifiecl,  and  wMob  ho 
appears  to  hare  aeleotetl  out  of  many  others  for  presei-vation  and  fntnre  use. 

j- Many  of  the  snggBsiions  and  forms  contained  in  tMa  pamphlet  kaving 
beea  enacted  into  law,  were  adopted,  and  are  pnrsned  at  this  day  in  the  dis- 
bursement of  this  fund  tiiroughout  tUe  State. 
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ney,  and  not  wait  till  the  funds  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  whole 
corps  of  colleges.  I  think  some  aid. to  that  college  would  now 
be  useful  and  well-timed.  However,  on  this  suhjcct,  as  on  that 
of  the  question  of  remoring  the  Seat  of  Government,  I  think 
we  should  not  discover  the  zeal  of  partizaiis.  Politeness  to 
all,  interference  with  none,  and  devotion  to  our  object,  consti- 
tute the  policj  that  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  govern  the  course 
of  the  friends  of  the  University  at  this  time. 

Yow  must  he  surprised  at  the  slow  progress  of  our  hill.  The 
tardiness  of  its  movement  is  to  be  regretted.  But  I  do  not 
know  how  it  could  he  avoided.  If  it  had  been  called  up  out  of 
its  regular  turn,  perhaps  the  irregularity  of  the  course  might 
give  rise  to  animadversions.  It  will  he  read,  in  its  turn,  for 
the  first  time,  to-day  or  to-morrow.  It  went  through  the  com- 
mittee without  opposition.  It  will  doubtless  be  opposed  in  the"" 
House,  hut  from  every  thing  I  can  learn  I  think  there  cannot 
be  much  doubt  of  its  success.  Should  it  pass  late  in  the  ses- 
sion, I  should  hope  that  a  meeting  on  the  lat  Monday  in  April 
might  answer  the  purposes  of  the  institution.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  of  the  confirmation  of  the  loan  by  the  board,  and  the 
delay  would  probably  throw  the  loss  of  interest  on  the  literary 
fund,  and  save  so  much  to  tho  University. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Ever  faithfully,  your  friend, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jtff.rion, 

cxLvm. 

T.  J.    TO    J.  C.  C. 

MoKTicEiLO,  Januiirj'  28,  1823. 
I>BAR  Sib, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  23d,  and  it 
has  entirely  converted  me  to  your  opinion  that  we  should  let 
the  primary  schools  lie  for  the  present,  avail  ourselves  of  their 
temporally  descredit,  and  of  the  breeze  in  our  favor,  until  the 
University  is  entirely  secured  in  the  completion  of  its  buildings 
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and  remission  of  its  debt ;  and  then  to  come  forward  heartily, 
as  the  patrons  of  the  primaries,  on  some  plan  which  will  allow 
us  a  fairer  share  of  the  common  fund.  Our  present  portion 
would  enable  us  to  have  hut  six  professors,  whereas  the  law 
contemplates  ten,  which  number  is  really  necessary,  a.nd  would 
require  at  least  $10,000  additional  to  our  present  annuity.  I 
have  accordingly  written  to  Mr.  Kives  to  retract  the  opinion  I 
had  espressed  to  him  in  favor  of  immediately  taking  up  the 
subject  of  remodelling  those  schools.  But  I  still  differ  from 
you  as  to  giving  a  dollar  to  Hampden  Sidney.  Let  this,  with 
all  the  other  intermediate  academies,  be  taken  up  in  their  turn 
and  provided  for  systematically  and  proportionally.  To  give 
to  that  singly,  will  be  a  departure  from  principle,  will  make 
the  others  our  enemies,  and  ia  not  necessary.  'Xhe  University 
is  advanced  to  that  point,  from  which  it  must  and  will  carry 
itself  through ;  and  it  will  strengthen  daily.  In  the  mean 
time  we  need  take  no  part  for  or  against  either  the  academies 
or  schools.  If,  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  loan,  the 
remission  of  the  whole  debt  can  be  obtained  without  difficulty 
at  the  present  session,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  enabling  us 
at  once  to  take  measures  for  engaging  professors,  and  for 
opening  the  institution  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which  a  post- 
ponement to  the  next  session  would  delay  another  year. 

You  supposed  that  our  April  meeting  will  be  early  enough 
for  acting  on  the  law  to  be  passed.  The  only  thing  pressing 
will  be  the  engaging  our  workmen.  If  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Loyall,  and  yourself  should  advise  me,  by  letter,  that  you 
approve  of  the  acceptance  of  the  loan,  I  will  take  measures 
to  get  the  same  opinion  from  the  other  three  gentlemen,  and 
shall  not  scruple  to  engage  the  workmen,  and  to  have  prepara- 
tions for  bricks  commenced.  Wc  can  do  without  the  money 
till  the  April  meeting.  If  this  opinion  be  given  as  soon  as 
the  bill  passes  the  Lower  House,  I  presume  we  may  act  imme- 
diately, without  fearing  a  veto  from  the  Senate.  I  salute  you 
with  cordial  affection  and  respect. 

Th  :  Jeiterson. 

Mr.   Cahdl. 
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CXLIX. 

[  This  letter  espresees  a  hope  of  obtaining  a  liberal  ftppropriation  to  the 
UniTeraity,  whioh.  was  eonfifmed  in  that  which  folioTfcii — and  in  the  nest  suc- 
ceeding be  makes  mention  of  those  who  favored  the  meaEnre,  and  of  its  more 
aotiye  friends.] 

J.  C.  C.  HO   T.  J. 

RicQMOsii,  Eebruaij  iid,  1828. 

DsAR  Sir, — I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  28tli  ultimo,  and 
feel  much  gratified  that  you  approve  the  view  which  I  took  of 
the  subject  of  the  primary  schools.  I  am  very  much  pleased 
at  your  suggestion  of  a  method  by  which  a  meeting  of  our 
hoard  may  be  deferred  till  the  regular  period  in  the  month  of 
April.  It  would  bo  very  inconvenient  for  me  to  attend  an 
intermediate  meeting,  and  the  method  you  suggest  will  bo 
readily  assented  to  by  all  the  Visitors  here.  I  tako  this  for 
granted  without  the  formality  of  a  consultation.  It  gives  me 
the  most  heartfelt  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  there  is  now  no 
doubt  of  the  succeaa  of  our  Loan  Bill.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  the  bill,  and  of  the  amendments  which  were  proposed  last 
week.  Our  friends  came  to  an  understanding,  that  in  order  to 
detach  the  primary  school  party  from  the  college  party,  they 
would  vote  for  Doddridge's  amendments,  with  some  alterations. 
The  bill  was  taken  up  to-day  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  when 
Griffin's  amendments  were  rejected,  and  the  bill,  with  Dod- 
dridge's amendments  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by 
a  large  majority.  The  sense  of  the  House  is  considered  to  be 
definitively  ascertained.  It  will  come  to  the  Senate  in  a  day  or 
two,  where  it  will  pass  without  amendment.  On  I'riday  I  hope 
to  send  you  intelligence  of  its  passage. 

We  would  most  cheerfully  amend  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  estinction  of  the  debt ;  and  Mr.  Johnson 
wished  to  do  so.  Eut  I  have  persuaded  him  to  let  the  bill 
pass.  We  had  better  run  no  risks.  Let  us  make  sure  of  the 
$60,000,  and  then  we  will  survey  the  ground.  It  ia  doubtful 
whether  we  caji,  with   prudence,  attempt   the  extinction   this 
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winter.  If,  on  consultation,  it  should  be  deemed  practicable, 
jou  may  rely  on  our  will  to  make  the  effort.  We  are  within 
two  weeks  of  the  end  of  the  aesaion,  I  see  clearly  that  we 
may  save  a  year  by  extinguishing  now.  But  I  fear  another 
year's  delay  is  the  price  of  eventual  success.  I  earnestly  hope 
that  thia  loan  will  finish  the  buildings.  We  must  never  come 
here  again  for  monet/  to  erect  buildings.*  It  would  be  good 
policy  to  expend  $60,000  on  the  library  should  it  require  so 
much,  and  not  divert  any  part  of  it  to  the  payment  of  existing 
debts.  Should  the  funds  fall  short,  I  would  rather  ask  for 
money  hereafter  to  pay  off  old  debts,  than  to  finish  the  Library. 
The  settlement  of  Mr.  Brockenbrough's  accounts,  in  the 
mode  in  which  they  wore  settled  has  produced  capital  effects 
here.  The  result  has  even  transcended  my  expectations.  The 
members  of  the  Legislature  will  take  to  themselves  the  satis- 
faction of  finding  fault  with  this  and  that,  but  they  are  all 
pleased  to  see  the  public  money  so  accurately  accounted  for, 
and  so  faithfully  applied.  I  was,  from  the  first,  confident  that 
no  weapon  could  be  wielded  by  us  with  more  efRcacy  than  this 
annual  rendition  of  accounts  which  seemed  to  be  a  rod  in 
pickle  for  us.  I  think  also  that  your  suggestion  respecting 
the  religious  sects  has  had  great  infiuence.  It  is  the  Franklin 
that  has  drawn  the  lightning  from  the  cloud  of  opposition.  I 
write  you,  dear  sir,  with  a  heart  springing  up  with  joy,  and  a 
cheek  bedewed  with  tears  of  delight.  Accept,  I  beseech  you, 
my  cordial  congratulations  at  this  evidence  of  the  returning 
good  sense  of  the  country,  and  of  its  just  appreciation  of  your 
labors.  Long  may  you  live  to  enjoy  new  and  ever  recurring 
proofs  of  your  country's  confidence  and  favor,  is  the  unceasing 
prayer  of  your  faithful  and  affectionate  friend, 

Josjipn  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jsjferion. 

1  sbewB  the  extreme  sensitivcnesB 
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J.   C,   C.   TO   T.   J. 

RiOnMOND,  Febramy  6,  1823. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  enclose  you  a 
copy  of  the  act  concerning  the  University,  which  has  this 
moment  passed  the  Senate,  and  is  now  the  law  of  the  land. 

The  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates was  121  to  66. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  19  to  3. 

I  hereby  give  my  assent  to  the  loan  authorised  by  this  act, 
I  shall  get  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Loyall  to  write  you  to  the 
same  effect.  Mr.  Johnson  is  now  out  of  office,  hut  I  shall  get 
the  Executive  to  re-apppoint  him.  Of  course,  he  and  Mr. 
Loyall  will  assent,  because  they  have  advocated  the  loan. 

I  am  now  casting  about  to  see  if  we  can  cancel  the  bonds. 
On  that  subject  you  shall  hear  from  me  in  due  time.  In  the 
interim,  accept,  I  beseech  you,  my  congratulations,  and  believe 
me,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Jos.  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Gordon  distinguished  himself  in  the  discussion  in 
the  House  of  Delegates ;  and  the  county  was  well  represented 
by  both  tho  members. 


CLI. 

J.   0.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

KtcnMOKD,  nth.  Foliruary,  1823. 
Peak  Sib, — Tour  favor  by  Mr.  Broekenbrough  has  been 
duly  received.  I  have  shewn  it  to  some  members  for  the  pur- 
pose of  evincing  the  willingness  of  the  Board  to  meet  all 
charges.  But  the  letter  of  Oldham  made  no  impression  here ; 
and  I  believe  it  was  met  so  promptly,  there  has  been  no  at- 
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tempt  to  use  it  for  mischievous  purposes.  It  deaervea,  in  my 
opinion,  no  serious  notice  from  any  one.  Mr.  Brockenbrough's 
feelings  may  prompt  him  to  ask  a  further  scrutiny  of  his  eon- 
duct,  hut  I  believe  no  candid  man  would  request  it. 

Mr.  Johnson  informs  me,  that  by  his  failure  to  attend  two 
successive  meetings,  he  is  no  longer  a  Visitor.  I  called  to-day 
to  notify  tho  Governor  of  the  fact,  and  to  request  hia  re- 
appointment. The  Governor  said  he  would  have  him  re-ap- 
pointed, aa  soon  as  he  should  be  regularly  notified.  Not 
having  time  to  examine  into  the  subject  of  the  form  prescribed 
by  law,  I  promised  to  see  Mr.  Johnaon  again,  and  to  return  to 
the  Executive.  I  mention  this  circumstance  merely  to  account 
for  your  not  hearing  from  Mr.  Johnson  in  regard  to  the  loan. 

Yesterday,  Mr.  Gordon  moved,  in  the  House  of  Delegates, 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance to  enquire  and  to  report  to  the  House,  the  beat  means 
of  paying  the  debts  of  the  University.  It  was  rejected  by  an 
over IV helming  majority.  To-day,  a  similar  resolution  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Loyall,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Baldwin.  The  vote 
was  seventy-odd  to  ninety-odd.  The  subject  is  at  rest  for  this 
session.  Some  of  the  friends  of  the  University  were  opposed 
to  bringing  forward  the  motion  at  this  session.  However,  Mr. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Loyall,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Taylor  (of  Botetourt), 
Mr.  Bowyer,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Watkins  (of  Goochland),  Gen. 
Tucker,  &c.  &c.,  being  of  opinion  that  the  character  of  the 
present  Legislature  having  shewn  itself  to  be  very  favorable, 
we  should  not  lose  the  opportunity  it  might  afford  for  getting 
the  debt  remitted;  and  the  measure  being  right  in  itself,  and  im- 
portant to  the  State,  I  entirely  concurred  in  the  movement  of 
the  question,  and  wish  to  share  with  my  friend  Gordon  in  the 
responsibility  arising  out  of  the  proceeding.  I  know  our  in- 
dulgent friends  would  forgive  us,  if  we  had  done  wrong.  But 
the  failure  of  the  proposition  does  not  demonstrate  that  we 
were  wrong.  We  have  broken  the  ice,  and  prepared  the  publio 
mind  for  a  future  application.  Besides,  if  such  men  as  I  have 
named  above  agreed  with  us,  the  movement  must  have  beea 
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jnatifiod  by  appearances.  Wo  could  not  dive  into  tlie  hearts 
of  memliera. 

I  have  now  a,  strong  wish  to  return  to  my  family,  and  as 
soon  as  I  can  dispose  of  some  small  local  bills  for  my  district, 
I  shall  go  to  Williamsburg  and  remain  there,  engaged  in  read- 
ing, till  our  regular  meeting  in  April ;  wlicn,  if  life  and  health 
should  permit,  you  may  expect  to  see  me  at  Monticello.  We  have 
done  much;  but  much,  very  much  remains  to  be  done.*  In 
the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  we  must  avail  ourselves  of  the 
press.  This  Assembly  has  gone  aa  far  as  the  public  mind  will 
now  bear.  It  is  necessai-y  to  bring  up  the  people  to  the  level 
of  the  age.  Their  representatives  will  readily  go  along  with 
us.  I  think  the  beat  interests  of  the  institution  require  that 
we  should  come  here  for  no  more  money  for  buildings.  Dodd- 
ridge and  others  have  told  me  their  patience  is  thread-bare  on 
this  subject.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  buildings 
should  be  finished  with  this  third  loan.  Fortunately,  no  one 
thought  of  limiting  the  time  within  which  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  the  power  to  borrow.  Till  April  the  loss  of  interest 
will  fall  on  the  literary  fund,  and  not  on  the  University. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Doctor  Jones,  of  Williamsho- 
rough.  North  Carolina,  formerly  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
College  of  William  &  Mary,  desiring  to  know  of  me  if  I 
thought  he  could  obtain  the  chemical  chair  in  the  University 
of  Virginia.  I  have,  in  reply,  advised  him  to  look  elsewhere 
for  promotion.     You  have  already  heard  from  him. 

I  have  found  nothing  like  hostility,  this  session,  from  the 
delegation  about  Staunton.  Mr.  Johnson  has  made  no  sort  of 
opposition  to  the  plan  of  finishing  the  buildings.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  has  encouraged  the  loan  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
ShefFey  and  Mr.  Baldwin  have  shewn  a  friendly  disposition. 
The  latter  has  been  very  friendly.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Botetourt, 
has  ably  supported  us.     At  one  time  we  feared  Doddridge ; 


*  AnotlBr  proof  that  the  ooui'se  of  tlie  frieods  of  the  TJaiyersitj  m 
"progression  bj  antagonism." 
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but,  I  believe,  on  the  whole,  his  primary  school  amendment 
■was  of  service  to  us.  We  have  shaken  hands  and  interchanged 
cordial  congratulations.  Mr.  Loyall,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  many 
other  gentlemen,  have  greatly  aided  us.  The  Hampden  Sid- 
ney interest  was  opposed  to  us.  The  influence  of  William  & 
Mary,  as  usual,  was  adverse;  but  it  is  sensibly  diminishing. 
Mr.  Gfarland,  of  Amherst,  gives  us  now  a  pretty  uniform  sup- 
port. I  heard  of  hostile  remarks  from  him  early  in  the  session, 
but  his  future  course,  I  think,  will  he  friendly. 
I  am,  dear  air,  over  faithfully  yours. 

Joseph  C.  Cabell, 

Mr.  Jeferson. 


J,  C,  C.  TO   T.  J. 

William  a  BUBB,  26th  February,  1823. 

Dear  Sik, — The  Legislature  being  on  the  eve  of  adjourn- 
ment, and  all  tl  b  f  my  district,  and  indeed  of  the 
State  in  general  b  mpleted,  or  so  nearly  so  as  to  admit 
of  my  departu  1 1  it  t  wn  on  the  23d  inst.  and  arrived  here 
on  the  evening    f  th     am    lay. 

During  the  latt  p  t  f  the  session,  we  provided  by  law 
that  Visitors  of  the  University  should  not  lose  their  seats  by 
the  mere  fact  of  being  absent  from  two  successive  meetings, 
but  only  after  a  notification  of  that  fact  to  the  Executive  by 
the  Board  of  Visitors.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  the  provi- 
sion had  a  retrospective  bearing,  so  as  to  embrace  Mr.  John- 
son's case.  Perhaps  it  did  not.  I  think  Mr.  Johnson  seemed 
to  wait  for  you  to  state  to  the  Grovernor  whether  you  would 
wish  him  re-appointed.  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  recommend 
that  you  should  do  so.  Then  you  would  certainly  hear  from 
him  in  approbation  of  the  loan. 

Gen.  Cocke,  in  a  letter  lately  received  from  him,  expresses 
the  strongest  wish  that  in  contracting  for  the  building  of  the 
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library,  the  undertakers  should  be  bound  down  to  complete  it 
for  a  definite  amount.  This  wish  is  general  among  our  friends. 
Nothing,  in  mj  opinion,  would  be  more  advantageous  or  grate- 
ful to  them.  Great  fears  are  entertained  that  the  workmen 
will  he  left  too  much  at  large.  A  strong  and  general  wish 
prevails  that  we  should  finish  the  buildings  with  the  third  loan. 
If  we  do  this,  I  think  all  will  ultimately  succeed.  The  oppo- 
sition in  this  quarter  in  broken.  I  tbiuk  the  enemy  is  ready 
to  strike  his  culors.  My  friend  Duct.  Smith  confesses  that  the 
public  sentiment  is  decidedly  with  us;  and  if  he  admits  it,  it 
must  be  so.  Through  the  Senators  and  Delegates,  I  have,  in 
conjunction  with  the  delegates  from  Albemarle,  tlispersed  the 
circulars  respecting  the  Professorship  of  Agriculture  over  the 
whole  State.* 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C,  Cabell. 

Mr.  J/ifsnon. 

CLIII, 

T.  J.  TO    J,  C.  C. 

MoNTicELio,  Maroh  12,  1823. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  received  from  all  our  brethren  appro- 
bations of  the  loan,  I  authorized  Mr.  Brockonbrough  to  engage 


*Mr.  Jefferson's  seuse  of  the  importance  of  haTing  Agriooltora  regularly 
taught  as  a  branch  of  ednoafion  is  eipreaaad  in  a  letter  to  David  Williams,  in 
1803.  (Writings  IV.  9.)  The  Eockfish  report  contemplates  a  ciiair  for  that 
purpose  fttnoag  those  to  he  establiabed  in  the  TJnWeraitj,  when  iia  endoT7- 
menta  would  permit.  In  the  mean  time,  it  was  expected  that  the  Theory  of 
Agrioultura  would  ba  aspounded  by  the  Professor  of  Chemistry.  Whether 
this  was  incompatible  with  his  other  dotias,  or  from  whatever  onuse,  it  boa, 
we  beliere,  been  very  inadequately  done,  or  not  at  all.  In  1822,  Geo.  Cocte 
offered  to  the  Agrlculinral  Society  of  Albemarle  a  series  of  reaoludons,  pro- 
EBntiog  a  plan  of  raising  a  fund  for  the  endowment  of  a  chair  of  Agriculture 
in  the  Uniyensity,  by  joint  contribntion  of  other  Agricultural  Societies  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  of  such  farmers  in  the  State  as  approved  the  measure.  The  Pres- 
jdeot  of  the  Society,  Sir.  Madison,  prepared  a  fetter  in  recommendation  of 
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the  wort  of  tlie  rotunda,  and  have  it  commenced  immediately. 
We  had  only  two  bricklayers  and  two  carpenters  capable  of 
executing  it  with  solidity  and  correctne^;  these  had  not  capi- 
tal sufficient  for  so  great  an  xmdertaking,  nor  would  they  have 
risked  their  little  all  but  for  a  great  advance  on  the  estimated 
coat,  probably  50  per  cent.  For  this  reason,  and  others  very 
decisive,  Mr.  Broekenbrongh  declined  that  mode  of  engagem.ent, 
and,  on  consideration  of  his  reasons,  I  approved  of  them.  He 
has  engaged  Thorn  &  Chamberlain  for  the  brick  work,  and 
Dinsmore  &  Nelson  for  the  roof  and  carpenter's  work,  on 
terms  which  I  think  will  make  our  money  go  the  farthest  pos- 
sible, for  good  work ;  and  his  engagement  is  only  for  the  hull 
complete.  That  done,  we  can  pay  for  it,  see  the  state  of  our 
funds,  and  engage  a  portion  of  the  inside  work,  so  as  to  stop 
where  our  funds  may  fail,  should  they  fail  before  its  entire 
completion.  Thero  it  may  rest  ever  so  long,  be  used,  and  not 
delay  the  opening  of  the  institution.  The  work  will  occupy 
three  years.  All  this  will  he  more  fully  explained  at  our 
meeting,  and  will,  I  hope,  receive  your  approbation.  I  shall 
hope  to  see  you  at  Monticello  the  day  before,  at  least.  Accept 
the  assurance  of  my  friendly  esteem  and  respect, 

Th  :    jBFEEaSON. 

Mt.  Cabeil. 


the  object,  and  both  letter  aud  resolulaonB  -were  emlxidiBd  in  a  Circular  by 
Mr.  Pater  Minor,  their  Secretary,  and  disperaeil  thvougli  the  State  in  tlie 
mode  mentioned  hy  Mr.  Cnbell.  For  the  rBBolutiona  and  Mr.  Madison's  let- 
Iflr,  sea  Skinner's  American  Furmer,  IV,  273. 

Some  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  were  raised  in  this  way;  but  the  per- 
son to  TFhom  it  was  lofined  omitting  to  ^ve  Beoority  for  its  return,  and  his 
oiroumslances  having  changed,  the  money  waa  lost.  Bepeated  efforts  were 
afterwards  made  by  different  indliidaala  to  procure  a  special  endowment  for 
such  a,  ehair  ftom  the  Le^slatnre — as  by  Got.  Barbour,  Mr.  Edmund  Buffin, 
and  others— but  hitherto  without  effect.  See  Am.  Far,  VII.  289,  Far.  Reg. 
II.  703,  III.  274,  625,  687,  VI.  707.  A  proposition  h  now  before  the  Agri- 
cultural Society  of  Virginia  for  the  maintenance  of  saeh  a  Profesisorsliip  with 
a  part  of  their  funds,  and  is  farored  by  many.  Its  fata  will  probably  be 
decided  at  ibeii  nest  annual  meeting  in  the  coming  autumn. 
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CLIV. 

J.    C.    C.  TO    T.    J. 

WiLLiAMSBuKQ,  Maroh  24,  1823. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  jocr  favor 
of  the  12th  instant.  I  am  at  all  times  disposed  favorably  to 
every  thing  which  you  think  heat  for  the  University,  and  malse 
no  doubt  hut  that  on  this  occasion  you  have  pursued  the  course 
best  calculated  to  promote  its  interests.  I  certainly  intend  to 
leave  this  on  Thiirsday,  the  27th  instant,  and  after  making  a 
visit  to  my  farm  in  Nelson,  to  come  to  Montieello  on  the  day 
before  the  next  meeting.  But  something  now  unforeseen  may 
occur  to  prevent  my  coming.  I  will,  therefore,  remark  to  you  by 
letter,  that  it  is  highly  probable  that  our  friend  General  Cocke 
may  propose  at  the  meeting  to  adopt  a  course  of  proceeding 
somewhat  different  from  the  one  you  seem  to  have  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  library.  He  has  written  to  me  that  he  should 
propose,  first,  to  pay  off  all  existing  debts,  and  then  to  adapt 
the  plan  of  the  library  to  the  residue  of  the  funds.  Perhaps 
contracts  which  you  have  authorized  may  divert  him  from  tliis 
course.  Possibly  Mr.  Johnson  may  concur  with  Gen.  Cocke 
in  this  opinion;  but  of  this  I  have  no  evidence,  I  shall  he  at 
Bremo  on  the  29th,  when  I  will  endeavor  to  divert  the  General 
from  the  course  he  lately  contemplated.  I  fear,  from  the  indi- 
cations furnished  by  your  late  letters,  that  the  money  will  fall 
short.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  would  venture  to  recommend  to 
you,  to  conduct  affairs  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  another  appli- 
cation to  the  Legislature  for  building  funds.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  plan  you  have  adopted  of  engaging  for  the  hull  of 
the  library  is  a  prudent  one,  in  reference  to  this  object.  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  house  may  be  got  into  a  condition  to 
he  used,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  last  loan;  and  that  we  may 
be  able  to  make  this  aasurance  to  the  next  Assembly,  when  we 
apply  for  the  remission.  I  am  persuaded  that  this  is  a  point 
of  great  importance.     Mr.  Doddridge  requested  me  to  state  to 
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you  that  ho  had  supported  the  third  loan,  but  that  his  patience 
was  worn  out,  and  that  another  application  would  not  and 
could  not  he  received.  Such,  he  said,  was  the  sentiment  of  all 
his  friends.  It  would  probably  be  in  itself  useful,  and  very 
satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  Visitors,  and  the  public,  if  some 
unusual  degi'ee  of  care  should  be  given  to  the  subject  of  the 
materials  of  the  library,  eo  as  to  ensure  their  being  furnished 
at  prices  the  most  reasonable,  and  worked  up  without  waste  or 
imposition.  Precautionary  measures,  such  as  resolutions  of 
instruction  to  the  Proctor,  and  requisitions  of  particular  and 
detailed  reports,  would  probably  allay  the  anxiety  of  some  of 
the  members. 

We  have  a  difficult  course  to  steer  in  the  Assembly.  Among 
the  most  dangerous  of  our  opponents,  are  a  certain  class  of 
politicians,  who  are  friendly  to  the  University,  but  very  fas- 
tidious about  the  manner  in  which  you  conduct  it.  These  per- 
sons seem  desirous  to  exhibit  themselves  in  the  ranks  of  its 
friends,  as  leaders  whose  support  is  a  sine  qua  non  of  its  exis- 
tence, but  nothing  which  they  do  must  imply  an  approbation 
of  its  management.  Perhaps  I  may  be  uncharitable ;  but  it 
does  appear  to  me  that  there  is  a  powerful  party  in  this  State, 
with  whom  it  is  almost  a  passport  to  reputation  to  condemn  the 
plan  and  manq^emeni  of  the  University.  They  have  extended 
their  influence  over  some  honest  and  intelligent  men,  who  do 
not  concur  in  their  political  prejudices.  Perhaps  this  may  be 
the  natural  result  of  old  political  conflicts.  Yet  I  sometimes 
think  I  can  see  something  more. 

Another  difficulty  which  embarrasses  our  course,  is  that  of 
not  asking  too  much  on  the  one  hand,  and  not  committing  our- 
selves improperly  as  to  the  future  on  the  other.  I  was  often 
enquired  of  last  winter,  as  to  what  we  should  do  about  a 
library  and  apparatus.  My  reply  was,  that  it  would  certainly 
be  good  policy  in  the  Legislature  to  grant  occasional  aids 
towards  those  objects ;  but  that  the  institution  could  go  into 
operation  and  flourish  without  them.  I  stated  that  a  portion 
of  the  fees  of  tuition,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
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alrcitdj  adopted,  was  to  pass  into  the  coffers  of  the  institution, 
and  would  probably  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  boots 
and  apparatus.  I  think  it  would  be  politic  and  proper,  at  a 
suitable  time,  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  anticipate  this  fund, 
by  a  loan  of  some  50  or  $60,000  for  the  purchase  of  books 
and  apparatus,  charging  the  loan  on  that  portion  of  the  fees  as 
a  sinking  fund,  and  pledging  the  State  merely  eventually,  by 
way  of  ensuring  the  success  of  the  loan.  Not  a  man  of  sense 
in  the  State  would  deny  the  great  importance  of  furnishing  to 
the  professors  of  physical  science  the  means  of  bringing  out 
with  them  from  Europe  the  necessary  apparatus  collected  by 
themselves.  It  would  be  well  not  to  give  currency  to  this 
scheme  (should  it  be  approved)  till  about  the  time  of  bringing 
it  forward.  It  is  the  only  plan  on  which  I  could  venture  to 
approach  the  Legislature  on  that  branch  of  our  affairs  after  the 
ground  we  have  taken ;  but  I  am  strongly  in  hopes  it  would 
be  admissible  and  successful.  I  shall  be  gratified  if  you  and 
Mr.  Madison  would  take  it  under  your  consideration. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefa-eon. 


J.   C.   C,   TO   T.   J. 

Edoewood,  27th  October,  1823. 
Dear  Sib, — I  herewith  return  you  Mr.  Coffey's  work  on  the 
State  Prison  of  New  York,  with  my  best  thanks  for  the  use  of 
it.  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  retain  Roscoe's  work  a  little  lon- 
ger, as  I  have  been  so  much  engaged  in  my  brother's  affairs  of 
late,  as  to  have  been  unable  to  read  it.  I  am  sorry  to  inform 
you  that  I  am  unable  to  find  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Gruide 
any  where  about  my  house,  and  that  I  know  not  what  has 
beeomo  of  it.     It  is  probably  in  the   hands  of  some  one  to 
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whom  it  has  been  lent,  but  I  fear  it  ■will  not  be  recovered.     I 
will  send  it  to  you  without  delay,  if  I  ever  get  hold  of  it. 

Looking  to  a  better  eventual  arrangement  of  my  property,  I 
became,  at  my  brother's  sale,  the  purchaser  of  one  of  his  valu- 
able tracts  of  land,  formerly  a  part  of  my  father's  estate.  This 
purchase  will  greatly  augment,  for  a  few  years,  my  pecuniary 
difficulties,  and  will  probably  render  it  necessary  for  me  to 
withdraw  for  a  time  altogether  from  public  husineas.  I  shall 
attend  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  if  I  sliould 
sell  my  farm  here  or  in  Lancaster,  I  might  atill  persevere  in 
my  present  course.  But  as  neither  of  these  events  is  probable, 
I  have  thought  it  proper  to  apprise  you  of  the  purchase,  and  of 
its  probable  consequences,  that  you  might  not  bo  unprepared 
with  a  iit  person  to  execute  your  views  in  Europe.* 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 


CLYL 

T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    C, 

I  received  with  real  regret  yours  of  October  27.    The  neces- 
sity of  looking  out  for  a  substitute,  obliged  me  to  act  immedi- 
ately.    I  consulted  Mr.  Madison,  but  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  see  yoH.     Pray,  therefore,  call  on  me  as  you  go  down. 
Affectionate  salutations. 
November  13,  1823. 


*  Mr.  Caliell  haci,  on  the  urgent  instance  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  colleagues, 
consented  to  go  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  employing  suitable  Professors 
for  certain  of  the  chairs  in  the  DniTersitj ;  but,  for  the  considerations  men- 
tioned in  tbis  letter,  was  induced  to  forego  his  purpose.  Mr.  Francis  W. 
Cilmer  wna  aoleoted  as  bis  substitute,  and  discharged  his  mission  ta  the  siitis- 
fnotion  of  !ill  c 
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J.    0.    0.    TO    T.    J. 

Richmond,  22d  November,  1823. 
Sear  Sir, — I  arrived  at  thia  place  on  yesterday,  and  to-day 
shall  proceed  on  my  journey  to  the  county  of  Lancaster;  but 
from  my  detention  in  Nelson,  in  consequence  of  my  late  pur- 
chase, it  will  probably  be  out  of  mj  power  to  get  back  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Assembly,  Indeed,  I  fear  I  shall  bo  compelled 
to  be  absent  nearly  all  the  month  of  December,  as  I  shall  pro- 
bably have  to  return  to  Nelson.  As  Gon.  Ereckenridge  is  in 
the  House,  I  presume  it  would  be  advisable  to  take  time  to  get 
our  measure  through.  Col.  Randolph  and  himself  and  otherSv 
win  be  able  to  chalk  out  the  course  most  likely  to  conduct  us 
to  a  succosaful  issue.  I  hope  I  may  be  able  so  to  arrange  my 
affaire  as  to  retain  my  seat  in  the  Senate  till  the  end  of  my 
term.  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  so,  by  the  employment  of  the 
beet  managers  at  high  wages.  Nothing  on  earth  would  give 
me  more  pleaeura  than  to  comply  with  any  wish  of  yours,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  the  University,  but  candor  requires  me 
to  state  that  such  is  now  the  posture  of  my  affairs,  I  shall  be 
unable  to  leave  the  country.  I  will  continue  my  best  en- 
deavors to  co-operate  with  you  in  the  State,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  remain  in  the  Legislature.  I 
enclose  you  Eoecoe's  work,  which,  from  my  multiplied  engage- 
mentfl  of  late,  I  have  been  unable  to  read ;  but  I  am  unwilling 
to  keep  it  from  you  any  longer,  and  hope  you  wil!  pardon  the 
delay  which  has  already  taken  place. 
I  am,  dear  air, 

Faithfully  yours, 

Jos.  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeferson. 
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J.   C,    0,   TO   T.   J, 

EiCHMOSD,  3d  December,  1828. 
Dear  Sie, — Bj  the  aid  of  my  valuable  friend,  Col.  Boyd, 
of  the  eoimty  of  King  &  Queen,  I  have  been  enabled  to  finiah 
my  business  in  the  Northern  Neck,  and  to  return  to  this  place 
on  the  second  of  this  mouth.  I  took  my  seat  iu  the  Senate 
to-day.  Finding  that  my  private  affairs  could  be  so  speedily 
adjusted,  I  retuvnod  hastily  over  stormy  rivers,  and  frozen 
roads,  to  re-join  tho  band  of  steadfast  patriots  engaged  in  the 
holy  cause  of  tho  University.  I  am  novp  fixing  myself  in  my 
old  apartment  at  the  Eagle,  where  there  is  a  crowd  of  mem- 
bers, and  many  of  them  men  of  influence.  I  have  had  but 
little  opportunity  to  catch  the  popular  sentiment.  The  gov- 
ernor, who  is  a  man  of  great  prudence  and  discretion,  and 
answers  all  our  expectations,  has  put  our  claims  before  the 
Legislature  in  bis  happiest  manner.  As  far  as  I  can  learn, 
the  public  sentiment  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  removing  our 
debt.  I  shall  go  around  and  endeavor  to  excite  the  enthusiasm 
of  our  friends,  and  to  rouse  them  to  action,  and  to  prepare  the 
public  mind  before  the  Senate  adjourns.  Gordon  is  in  tbe 
Eagle  with  me.  Col.  Randolph*  is  at  Mrs.  Higginbotham's ; 
and  I  have  seen  him  but  for  a  moment.  I  shall  consult  with 
them  in  every  thing.  Kest  assured  of  my  unceasing  and  un- 
changeable devotion. 

Your  faithful  friend, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell, 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


Lndolph  having  filled  the   Gnbarnatoi-ial  chair  from  1619  lo  1822, 
{-entered  ibe  Legislature  as  a  delegate  A;oni  Albemarle. 
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OLIX. 

J.  C,  C.  TO    1.  J". 

BiOKHORD,  29tli  Deoembci',  1833. 

Dear  Sie, — I  reached  this  on  26th  instant,  and  have  got 
into  lodgings,  and  am  entering  into  communications  with  our 
friends  on  the  subject  of  the  University.  Col.  Randolph  has 
probably  shown  jou  the  enclosed  documents,  but  leat  he  may 
have  forgotten  them,  I  send  you  the  enclosed  copies.  I  fear 
this  bill  is  all  -we  can  get.  Ilearing  that  the  surplus  was 
ample,  I  did,  till  to-day,  eulogize  our  friends  on  the  ability 
with  which  they  had  taken  their  position.  But  on  inspection 
of  the  state  of  the  fund,  I  find  there  would  be  a  deficiency  o^ 
revenue  to  meet  all  the  appropriations,  and  our  annuity  would 
fall  short.  This  has  filled  me  with  inquietude.  Nevertheless, 
we  hear  from  Washington  that  our  old  claim  for  interest  has 
been  allowed.*  If  so,  we  must  at  least  have  it  added  to  the 
capital  of  the  fund,  and  then  the  surplus  would  suffice. 

&  P.  M.  I  had  written  thus  far  when  I  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr,  Loyall.  Ho  tells  me  our  friends  were  aware  of  the 
deficiency  of  the  surplus  income  of  the  fund.  But  the  average 
amount  of  undrawn  quotas  of  the  counties  were  considered 
amply  sufficient  to  supply  the  defect.  I  again  think  our  posi- 
tion is  well  chosen.  Col.  Randolph  has  doubtless  explained  all 
these  things  to  you  much  better  than  I  can.  I  trust  we  shall 
he  able  to  get  rid  of  the  debt.  And  there  I  fear  we  shall  halt. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

P.  S.  The  college  party  will  be  incensed  at  our  taking  hold 
of  the  surplus,  notwithstanding  the  pledge  of  $20,000  of  sur- 
plus revenue  to  the  colleges  some  years  ago,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Miller,  of  Powhatan. 

Mt.  Jefferson. 

»  We  shall  hoar  mora  of  this  fund-of  tlie  farther  efforts  nsce?snvy  to  sc- 
enro  it,  and  of  Hie  timely  and  important  aid  it  affordod. 
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GLX. 

T.   J.    TO   J.   C.   C. 

Jnnuarj- 19,  1824. 

CLXI. 

T,    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

January  '22,  1824. 
CLXII. 
T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    0. 

January  23,  1824. 

[  The  Editor  has  been  nimble  as  yet  to  prooore  oopiea  of  these  letters. 
He  hopes  to  supply  the  omiEWon  bcreai'ter.] 


CLXIIL 

[Anticipating  farther  snoecss— mhich  is  related  in  the  next.] 

J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

RicnJiOND,  iTanuarj  20,  1824. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  three  letters  of 
19th,  23d  and  24t]i  instant,  all  of  which  I  have  shewn  to  our 
friends  in  the  Senate.  The  University  bill  ia  now  before  the 
Senate,  and  will  be  acted  on  in  a  day  or  two.  I  confess  I 
differ  with  you  as  to  its  importance  and  character.  We  do 
not  here  care  in  the  least  for  the  proviso  giving  to  the  General 
Assembly  the  power  of  revocation.  You  know  the  University 
is  at  all  times,  and  in  all  things,  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
General  Assembly.  The  annuity  cannot  he  revoked  but  by 
the  concurrent  vote  of  both  houses,  and  the  Senate  will  never 
concur  in  any  such  measure.  The  provisoes  are  mere  surplus- 
age, consented  to  by  our  friends  to  furnish  an  excuse  to  waver- 
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ing  Bien  to  come  over  to  us.  We  would  gladly  take  in  the  back 
interost  if  we  could.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  bill  does  not 
now  do  it.  But  I  believe  we  shall  be  compelled  in  the  Senate 
to  tate  away  all  doubt  and  give  it  up.  We  havo  gained  a 
great  victory.  The  hill  is  worth  $10,800  per  annum  to  the 
Umversity.  The  word  "mcome"  is  more  extensive  than  '-' rev- 
enue." We  shall  have  the  income  from  fines,  &c.  to  aid  the 
surplus  revenue  in  satisfying  our  appropriation.  Am  I  right 
in  supposing  that  $50,000,  payable  in  ten  annual  installments, 
for  the  purchase  of  books  and  apparatus,  with  a  power  to  the 
Visitors  to  anticipate  tho  money,  for  those  purposes,  and  for 
those  purposes  only,  would  he  a  good  measure  next  to  be 
adopted?  I  am  thinking  of  it.  We  can  get  no  more  money 
for  building  this  year.*  I  write  in  haste.  I  have  been  con- 
fined to  my  bed  a  week,  and  to  my  room  a  fortnight,  by  an'" 
excruciating  rheumatic  affection  of  my  head,  contracted  by 
sleeping  near  a  damp  wall.  This  is  the  reason  that  I  have  left 
altogether  to  Col.  Randolph  to  inform  you  of  our  proceedings. 
As  soon  as  the  bill  passes,  I  will  send  you  a  copy. 
Faithfully,  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabbli. 

Mr.  JeffTioa. 


RiouHOKD,  2Sth  January,  1824. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  now  the  gratification  to  enclose  you,  by 
our  fi-icnd  Mr.  Garrett,  a  copy  of  the  University  act  of  the 
present  session.  It  passed  the  Senate  unanimously.  Attempts 
were  made  to  amend  it;  but  we  were  determined  to  pass  the 
bill  as  it  came  to  us ;  because  our  friends  in  the  other  house 
warned  ua  of  the  imminent  danger  of  its  return.     I  was  iU 
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in  bed  when  the  proyiso  to  ■which  you  so  much  object  was  added 
to  the  bill.  It  was  deemed  perfectlj  harmless  hj  our  friends, 
and  useiul  as  furnishing  an  excuse  to  some  who  wanted  an  ex- 
cuse to  join  us.  We  are  all  concerned  to  find  you  so  much 
opposed  to  it,  and  still  hope  you  will  bo  reconciled.  After  it 
was  proposed,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  resist  it;  and 
when  engrafted  on  the  bill,  an  attempt  to  strike  it  from  the 
bill  would  have  endangered  our  euccese;  We  had  always 
plumed  ourselves  on  our  democratic  character.  Wo  had  fought 
the  college  party  with  that  clause  in  our  charter  which  says, 
.  "  the  University  shall  be  at  all  times,  and  in  all  things,  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  General  Assembly,"  We  were  seizing 
on  all  occasions  to  engraft  a  similar  provision  on  new  charters. 
If  on  this  we  had  shewn  a  distrust  incompatible  with  former 
professions,  our  good  faith  would  have  been  impeached,  and 
we  should  have  alienated  our  most  powerful  friend,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State.  The  annuity  cannot  be  withdrawn 
but  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  houses,  and  I  think  the 
time  will  never  come  when  such  a  vote  will  be  obtained.  Swch 
is  the  opinion  of  all  the  four  Visitors  in  town.  "We  shall  want 
further  aids  in  future,  and  it  would  bo  unfortunate  to  lose  any 
portion  of  the  favor  we  now  possess.  Col.  Randolph  concurs 
in  these  views.  So  docs  Mr.  Gordon.  I  suggested  in  my  last 
the  idea  of  trying  to  obtain  $50,000,  in  ten  annual  install- 
ments, for  the  library  and  apparatus.  Perhaps  ^40,000  would 
be  more  apt  to  succeed;  and  I  wish  to  know  your  views  as  to 
the  adequacy  and  expediency  of  either  provision.  I  incline 
to  think  nothing  of  the  kind  can  succeed  this  session.  But  I 
have  a  scheme  in  contemplation,*  of  which  I  will  say  more  in 
future.  ********* 

*  *  Gon.  Cocke  and  myself  have  long  been  thinking 

of  Chancellor  Carr  as  the  Law  Professor ;  and  we  would  be 
happy  if  there  could  be  no  commitment  on  that  question.     Mr. 

*  For  an  aocoant  of  this,  and  of  tbo  tempest  evoked  by  its  enunciation,  see 
beloff,  letter  166. 
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Carr's  happy  temper  and  manners,  and  dignified  character,  to 
Bay  nothing  of  his  talents  and  acquirements,  induced  us  to 
think  of  him,  as  the  head  of  the  institution. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

J/r,  Jeffason. 


T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

MoiiTiCELi.0,  February  23,  1824. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  favored  with  your  two  letters  of  January 
26  and  29,  and  am  glad  that  yourself  and  the  friends  of  the 
University  are  so  well  satisfied  that  the  provisoes  amendatory 
of  the  University  act  are  mere  nulhties.  I  had  not  fceen  able 
to  put  out  of  my  head  the  Algebraical  equation,  which  was 
among  the  first  of  my  college  Icssona,  that  a— a=0.  Yet  I 
cheerfully  arrange  myself  to  your  opinions.  I  did  not  sup- 
pose, nor  do  I  now  suppose,  it  possible  that  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature  should  ever  consent,  for  an  additional  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  of  revenue,  to  set  all  the  professors  and  students 
of  the  University  adrift;  and  if  foreigners  will  have  the  same 
confidence  which  we  have  in  our  Legislature,  no  harm  will  have 
been  done  by  the  provisoes. 

You  recollect  that  we  had  agreed  that  the  Visitors  who  are 
of  the  Legislature  should  fix  on  a  certain  day  of  meeting  after 
the  rising  of  the  Assembly,  to  put  into  immediate  motion  the 
measures  which  this  act  was  expected  to  call  for.  You  will  of 
course  remind  the  Governor  that  a  le- appointment  of  Visitors 
is  to  be  made  on  the  day  following  Sunday,  the  29th  of  this 
month;  and  as  he  is  to  appoint  the  day  of  their  first  meeting, 
it  would  be  well  to  recommend  to  him  that  which  our  brethren 
there  shall  fix  on.  It  may  be  designated  by  the  Governor  as 
the  8d,  4th,  &c.  day  after  the  rising  of  the  Legislature,  which 
will  give  it  certainty  enough. 
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You  aelc  wtat  sum  would  l>e  desirable  for  the  purchase  of 
books  and  apparatus?  Certainly  tbo  largest  you  can  obtain. 
Forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  enable  us  to  purchase  the 
most  essential  books  of  text  and  reference  for  the  schools,  and 
such  an  apparatus  for  Mathematics,  Astronomy  and  Chem.istry 
as  may  enable  us  to  set  out  with  tolerable  competence,  if  we 
can,  through  the  banks  or  otherwise,  anticipate  the  whole  sum 
at  once. 

I  remark  what  you  say  on  the  subject  of  committing  our- 
selves to  any  one  for  the  Law  appointment.  Your  caution  ia 
perfectly  just.  I  hope,  and  am  certain,  that  this  will  be  the 
standing  law  of  discretion  and  duty  with  every  member  of  our 
Board  in  this  and  all  casea.  You  know  that  we  have  all,  fiom 
the  beginning,  considered  the  high  qualifications  of  our  pro- 
fessors aa  the  only  means  by  which  wo  could  givo  to  our  insti- 
tution splendor  and  pre-eminence  over  all  its  sister  '^emmalles 
The  only  question,  therefore,  we  can  ever  ask  ouiselves,  as  to 
any  candidate,  will  be,  ia  he  the  most  highly  quahfied?  The 
College  of  ******  has  lost  its  character  of  primacy  by  indulg- 
ing motives  of  favoritism  and  nepotism,  and  by  conferring 
appointments  as  if  the  professorship  a  wore  entrusted  to  them 
as  provisions  for  their  friends.  And  even  that  of  Edinburgh, 
you  know,  is  also  much  lowered  from  the  same  cause.  We  are 
next  to  observe,  that  a  man  is  not  qualified  for  a  professor, 
knowing  nothing  but  merely  his  own  profession.  He  should 
be  otherwise  well  educated  as  to  the  sciences  generally;  able 
to  converse  understandingly  with  the  scientific  men  with  whom 
he  is  associated,  and  to  assist  in  the  councils  of  the  Faculty  on 
any  subject  of  science  on  which  they  may  have  occasion  to 
deliberate.  Without  this,  he  will  incur  their  contempt  and 
bring  disreputation  on  the  institution.  With  respect  to  the 
professorship  you  mention,  I  scarcely  know  any  of  our  judges 
personally ;  but  I  will  name,  for  example,  the  late  Judge  *****j 
who,  I  believe,  was  generally  admitted  to  be  among  the  ablest 
of  them.  His  knowledge  was  confined  to  the  common  law 
merely,  which  does  not  constitute  one-half  the  qualification  of 


c.y  Google 


292  CORRESPOSDBNCE.  [1824. 

a  really  learned  lawyer,  mucii  less  that  of  %  Professor  of  Law 
for  an  University.  And  as  to  any  other  hranchea  of  science, 
he  mast  have  stood  mate  in  tto  presence  of  his  literary  associ- 
ates, Of  of  any  learned  strangers  or  others  visiting  the  Univer- 
sity. Would  thia  constitute  the  splendid  stand  we  propose  to 
take? 

The  individual  named  in  your  letter  is  one  of  the  best,  and 
to  me  the  dearest  of  living  men,  From  the  death  of  his 
father,  my  most  cherished  friend,  leaving  him  an  infant  in  the 
arms  of  my  sister,  I  have  ever  looked  on  him  as  a  son.  Yet 
these  are  considerations  which  can  never  enter  into  the  question 
of  his  qualifications  as  a  Professor  of  the  University.  Suppose 
all  the  chairs  filled  in  similar  degree,  would  that  present  the 
object  which  we  have  proposed  to  ourselves,  and  promised  to 
the  liberalities  and  expectations  of  our  country?  In  the  course 
of  the  trusts  which  I  have  exercised  through  life,  with  powers 
of  appointment,  I  can  say  with  truth,  and  unspeakable  com- 
fort, that  1  never  did  appoint  a  relation  to  office,  and  that 
merely  because  I  never  saw  the  case  in  which  some  one  did  not 
offer  or  occur,  better  qualified ;  and  I  have  the  most  unlimited 
confidence  that  in  the  appointment  of  Professors  to  our  nurs- 
ling institution,  every  individual  of  my  associates  will  look 
with  a  single  eye  to  the  sublimation  of  its  character,  and  adopt 
as  our  sacred  motto,  "detur  digniori."  In  this  way  it  will 
honor  us,  and  bless  our  country, 

I  perceive  that  I  have  permitted  my  reflections  to  run  into 
generalities  beyond  the  scope  of  the  particular  intimation  in 
your  letter.  I  will  let  them  go,  however,  as  a  general  confes- 
sion of  faith,  not  belonging  merely  to  the  present  case.  Name 
me  affectionately  to  our  brethren  with  you,  and  he  assured 
yourself  of  my  constant  friendship  and  respect. 

Tit:  Jepfersos. 
Mr.  Cabell. 
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J,  C.  0,  TO    T.  J. 


1,  February  10,  1824. 
Deae  Sie, — I  received  in  due  time  by  the  mail  your  favor 
of  the  3d  inst.  I  have  not  written  in  reply,  becauae  I  have 
been  absorbed  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  at  this  place. 
From  t!ie  first  moment  I  heard  of  the  bill  to  re-charter  the 
Farmers  Bank,  I  fixed  upon  it  as  furnishing  a  good  opporta- 
nity  to  provide  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  our  library  and 
apparatus.  I  mentioned  my  views  to  Mr.  Garrett  when  ho  'was 
in  town;  and  was  actuated  by  these  views  when  I  wrote  you 
for  your  opinion  as  to  a  suitable  sum  for  those  purposes.  I 
kept  my  secret,  even  from  tho  Visitors,  and  even  my  brother 
and  most  intimate  friends,  till  about  the  time  the  bill  passed 
the  House  of  Delegates.  The  bankers  called  on  me  and  re- 
quested my  co-operation  in  getting  the  Bank  rc-chartered, 
which  I  promised  in  the  event  of  being  satisfied  as  to  the 
terms.  The  House  of  Delegates  passed  the  bill  without  de- 
manding any  bonus.  When  1  announced  my  views  in  the 
Senate,  seventeen  Senators  declared  themselves  on  my  side. 
But,  as  I  expected,  I  instantly  found  myself  in  the  midst  of  a 
hornet's  nest.  What,  with  the  active  opposition  of  stock- 
holders, debtors,  directors  and  officers,  a  prodigious  ferment 
was  excited  and  still  prevails ;  and  I  have  lost  the  majority  in 
the  Senate.  I  have  made,  and  am  still  making,  every  exertion 
in  my  power  to  compel  the  bankers  to  unite  with  us;  and  I 
have  still  hopes  of  success.  But  defeat  is  not  improbable. 
Yet  what  a  victory  would  not  this  he !  At  such  a  time — for 
such  an  object — against  such  a  host  of  opponents!  Col.  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  Gordon,  Gen.  Breckenridge,  and  others,  are  breast- 
ing the  storm  below.  I  have  a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate 
in  favor  of  the  measare ;  but  some  are  afraid  of  losing  the  bill 
by  our  amendments.  Perhaps  the  struggle  will  not  be  over 
before  the  return  of  the  mail;  and  I  should  be  extremely  glad 
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to  receive  from  you  a  few  lines  to  animate  our  frienda  and 
rekindle  their  zeal.  Probably  your  letter  would  get  here 
before  the  final  vote  on  our  amendments  in  the  House  of  Del- 
egates, I  have  seen  the  Governor  on  the  subject  of  the  next 
meeting,  and  shall  make  suitable  arrangements  with  the  other 
Visitors . 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Jos,  C.  Cabell. 
Mr.  Jefferson. 

P.  S-  We  BKall  probably  carry  a  bonus  in  the  Senate.  If 
the  appropriation  to  the  University  fails  in  the  Senate,  I  stiil 
hope  it  will  be  carried  below,  as  an  amendment  to  oar  amcnd- 
ment. 


J.    c.    0,   TO   T.   J. 

BiCBMOSD,  7th  Marcli,  1824. 
Deak  Sia, — I  presume  you  have  already  been  informed,  by 
Col,  Randolph,  of  the  result  of  our  long  continued  struggles 
for  the  bonus  of  the  Farmers  Bank.  We  have  been  compelled 
to  relinquish  it  to  the  improvement  fund,  and  to  accept 
an  equivalent  out  of  the  balance  of  the  debt  due  from  the 
General  Government.  Never  have  I  known  so  obstinate  a 
struggle  between  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly.  Mr,  Johnson 
has  shewn  himself,  throughout  this  affair,  the  sincere  friend  of 
the  University.  He  has  risen  greatly  in  my  esteem.  Colonel 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Gordon,  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  did 
every  thing  that  could  be  expected  of  them.  Nearly  every 
other  delegate  from  my  district  stood  against  us,  at  the  roost 
critical  period  of  our  contest,  Tou  can  hardly  imagine  the 
obloquy  to  which  this  business  subjected  me.  I  have  been 
abused  all  around  the  town,  and  by  a  great  portion  of  the 
Assembly.     But  I  held  my  onward  course,  regardless  of  the 
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efforts  of  every  description  made  by  friends  and  foes  to  arrest 
me,  I  resolved  to  ride  through  on  the  hack  of  tho  Farmers 
Bank,  and  would  never  be  dismounted.  Since  the  contest  has 
terminated,  public  opinion  and  feeling  towards  me  have  greatly 
changed,  except  among  the  ******,  ivho  are  sorely  vexed 
at  our  success,  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  Randolph  for  a  more 
particular  history  of  this  contest.  For  my  part,  I  have  scarcely 
seen  the  earth  on  which  I  walked  for  a  month  past ;  and  I  feel 
tired  and  greatly  anxious  to  return  to  my  family. 

The  claim  on  the  General  Government  is  of  two  descriptions, 
viz  :  for  principal  advanced  and  interest  paid  on  thsit  principal. 
As  to  the  first,  the  vouchers  have  been  lost,  and  I  apprehend 
the  debt  is  desperate.  The  second,  Mr.  JoLnson  considers  as 
principal,  although  it  is  called  interest ;.  and  he  thinks  the 
claim  irresistible,  I  have  this  evening  held  a  long  conversa- 
tion with  the  Governor  on  this  subject.  Some  month  or  two 
ago,  Col.  Barbour  wrote  on  to  the  Governor  for  a  statement  of 
the  interest  paid  by  Virginia,  on  account  of  the  United  States. 
The  Auditor,  after  a  laborious  research,  has  recently  finished 
the  account,  and  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor.  He 
could  not  readily  turn  to  it,  so  as  to  let  me  see  the  amount, 
but  I  presume  it  exceeds  our  appropriation.  On  this  foun- 
dation repose  our  hopes  of  success.  Early  in  the  session  of 
Congress,  Col,  Barbour  introduced  a  bill  giving  authority  to 
some  officer  of  the  Government  to  settle  our  claim  on  equitable 
principles,  but  it  failed.  If  Mr.  Johnson's  opinion  be  correct, 
I  presume  an  act  of  Congress  would  not  be  necessary.  But 
whether  an  act  he  proper  and  necessary  or  not,  I  am  consider- 
ing of  the  best  means  of  securing  the  payment  of  the  claim. 
I  wished  Mr.  Johnson  to  undertake  to  go  as  agent  to  Wash- 
ington, but  this  he  positively  refuses,  on  the  ground  of  his 
determination  never  to  fill  an  office  which  he  has  assisted  in 
creating.  It  has  occurred  to  my  mind,  that  a  memorial  from 
yourself  to  the  Government  would  have  a  powerful  efFect,  and 
especially  if  a  resort  to  Congress  should  be  necessary.  But  I 
hope  you  will  consider  of  the  matter  and  suggest  whatever  you 
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may  think  for  the  best.  I  hare  written  to  Mr.  Hay  to  inform 
him  of  our  euccesa,  and  with  the  hope  that  such  an  annun- 
ciation would  make  powerful  friends  at  Washington.  You  and 
Mr.  Madison,  and  tho  President,  I  trust,  will  prevent  tho 
defeat  of  our  hopes.  Thia  appropriation  will  place  us  beyond 
the  reach  of  preteuded  friendship  and  open  hostility.  This 
hope  has  induced  me  to  run  tho  risk  of  an  entire  overthrow  of 
my  standing  in  my  district.  A  faction  was  eagei'ly  preparing 
for  the  saeriSee.  But  our  success  hero  has  defeated  them 
there. 

Our  session  is  so  protracted,  that  the  Governor  and  the 
Visitors  in  town  have  thought  it  best  to  have  our  next  meeting 
on  the  first  Monday  in  April. 

I  leave  this  for  WilUamsburg  on  the  lOtb  instant. 

I  enclose  two  schemes  of  Professorships  by  Mr.  Gilmer,  who 
drew  them  up  without  knowing  of  the  one  yoo  enclosed  me. 
He  wished  me  to  erase  the  last  salary  in  each  scheme,  as  he 
might  be  thought  interested ;  but  I  send  yoa  the  paper  as  I 
received  it.     He  has  been  expecting  to  hear  from  you. 

From  my  not  receiving  a  reply  to  my  last,  I  presume  you 
arc  unwilling  to  promote  the  re-establishment  of  any  bank. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Caeell, 

Mi:  Jeffe-non. 


S.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

WitLiAMSBunn,  17ili  Maidi,  1824, 
Dear  Sir, — On  the  21st  instant  I  shall  take  passage  in  the 
steamboat  for  the  city  of  Washington.  My  stay  there  will  be 
short,  but  I  will  endeavor  to  collect  and  bring  you  all  the 
information  I  can  obtain  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  TJni- 
versity,  You  are  the  beat  judge  of  the  measures  proper  to 
ensure  the  recovery  of  this  just  debt;  but  I  beg  leave  to  urge 
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the  importance  of  letters  addressed  by  yourself  and  Mr.  Madi- 
son to  such  persons  as  jon  may  think  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote your  views.  I  sliaJl  probably  come  directly  from  Wash- 
ington to  Monticello.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  delay  in 
returning  you  Russell's  tract  on  the  Universities  of  Great 
Britain.  I  ran  over  the  book  hastily  and  handed  it  to  General 
Breckenridge,  accompanied  by  your  message.  His  engage- 
ments in  the  Assembly  caused  it  to  remain  long  in  his  posses- 
sion. At  length  I  obtained  it  from  him,  and  next  delivered  it 
to  Mr.  Johnson,  in  whose  hands  it  was  when  I  left  town.  Mr. 
Loyali  has  never  seen  it.  Mr.  Johnson  will  forward  or  bring 
it  to  you.  Great  excitement  was  produced  by  our  proceedings 
at  the  last  session.  It  is  very  important  that  we  should  suc- 
ceed at  Washington.  We  have  exhausted  the  favor  of  the 
Assembly,  and  we  must  not  ask  for  a  cent  at  the  next  session ; 
if  we  do,  we  shall  be  tnrned  off  by  a  large  majority.  Such  is 
the  general  impression.  I  was  very  much  blamed  by  incon- 
siderate friends  for  asking  for  the  bonus;  many  invidious 
remarks  were  made  around  the  town,  even  by  some  of  the 
judges  who  had  formerly  been  our  staunch  friends ;  and 
both  town  and  Assembly  were  in  universal  uproar.  Except 
Col.  Randolph  and  Mr,  Gordon,  I  believe,  the  whole  delegation 
from  my  district  were  in  full  outcry  against  me.  These  gen- 
tlemen coald  not  originate  the  measure  in  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates ;  if  they  had  done  so,  the  bonus  would  have  gone,  of 
course,  to  the  improvement  fund.  I  waited  for  that  House  to 
commit  itself  to  a  relinquishment  of  the  bonus  to  the  bank,  so 
as  to  clear  away  the  claim  of  the  fund,  and  then  I  set  up  the 
claim  of  the  University.  I  mentioned  my  views  to  Mr,  Gar- 
rett, as  he  was  leaving  town,  subsequently  to  Mr.  Bowyer ; 
and  with  these  exceptions  I  was  silent  till  the  bill  was  passing 
the  House  of  Delegates.  I  knew  the  game  was  haaardous, 
especially  to  my  personal  popularity  in  my  district.  But  the 
University,  James  river  and  Bank  interests,  I  thought,  would 
bear  ua  through.  After  the  bank  was  secured,  we  were  on  the 
eve  of  overthrow  by  the  James  river  interest.     They  wanted 
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the  bonua  to  pay  the  interest  of  their  intend*dj  loans,  and  set 
up  the  doctrine  of  pledges  against  us.  It  was  with  difficulty 
we  adjusted  the  matter  by  the  compromise  which  took  place. 
I  believed,  and  it  was  afterwards  admitted,  that  we  might  have 
got  the  bonus,  if  the  Senate  had  stood  out— but  there  were  six 
seBators  swayed  by  the  position  of  the  branches  of  the  bank 
with  respect  to  their  districts.  They  wished  ua  success,  but 
they  could  not  venture  beyond  a  certain  point.  I  knew  every 
mind  and  every  thouglit.  Johnson  and  myself,  therefore, 
determined  to  give  up  the  bonus  for  an  equivalent  out  of  the 
debt.  At  that  period  we  should  certainly  have  been  defeated 
in  the  Senate,  had  we  attempted  to  persist  in  the  original 
scheme.  Ultimately  we  made  strong  appeals  to  the  pride  of 
the  Senate,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  excitement  produced  by 
the  opposition,  screwed  thom  up  to  an  adherence,  so  as  to 
throw  the  responsibility  of  the  last  vote  on  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates. I  was  amused  at  the  exultation  with  which  certain  per- 
sons from  my  district  anticipated  my  downfall.  I  was  to  be 
an  object  of  universal  detestation  for  bringing  ruin  on  the 
district,  and  was  to  be  hurled  from  the  Senate  at  the  next 
election.  I  refer  you  to  Col.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Gordon  for 
evidence  on  this  subject.  After  the  bill  passed,  there  was, 
indeed,  a  change  of  scene.  Shame  and  discomfiture  were 
hurled  upon  the  heads  of  our  opponents.  Many  of  those  who 
had  been  moat  illiberal  in  their  judgments  and  strictures  on 
my  course,  came  forward  and  frankly  acknowledged  thoir 
errors,  and  did  ua  ample  justice.  I  beg  to  be  excused  for  these 
egotisms,  which  a  sense  of  past  injury  has  wrung  from  me, 
Mr.  Johnson  thinks  the  claim  a  good  one.  In  one  week  from 
this  time  I  will  know  the  impression  at  Washington.  What 
little  I  can  do,  shall  be  done  to  benefit  the  scheme.  But  one 
line  from  yourself  and  Mr.  Madison  will  do  more  than  all  the 
members  of  Assembly  could  say  on  this  subject. 

Of  the  importance  of  this  appropriation,  ample  evidence  is 
fnrniahed  by  the  conduct  of  the  professors  of  this  college. 
Opposition  is  extinct.     The  tone  is  totally  changed.     They 
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bave  not  said  it,  but  I  can  see  distinctly  that  they  regard  ihe 
condition  and  prospects  of  this  college  as  highly  perilous.  The 
situation  of  these  professors  is  calculated  to  excite  sympathy, 
I  think  the  President  would  gladly  accept  a  professorship  in 
the  University,  as  would  also  Campbell  and  Rogers.  If  they 
■were  sure  of  their  fixed  salaries,  they  would  be  better  recon- 
ciled to  the  course  of  events.  But  there  are  now  but  thirty- 
two  students,  and  on  the  opening  of  the  University  a  further 
reduction  may  be  anticipated.  I  know  your  liberal  feelings  to 
all  men  of  letters;  and  if  justice  to  the  public  (ivhleh  is  the 
polar  star)  will  allow  anything  to  bo  done,  it  should  bo  done  in 
favor  of  these  men.  I  merely  mention  the  subject  with  the 
feelings  it  is  calculated  to  excite,  but  make  no  definite  propo- 
sition.    I  fear  nothing  can  be  done. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


J,    C.    C,    TO    T.    J. 

City  of  Wabhisgtos,  April  1,  182i. 
Dear  Sir, — My  plan  was  to  leave  the  city  to-day,  so  as  to 
get  to  Monticello  on  Saturday.  But  finding  I  cannot  reach 
the  point  I  desired  in  time  to  do  so,  I  must  now  defer  my 
departure  till  Saturday  or  Sunday,  when  I  expect  to  set  out 
on  my  return,  and  taking  the  Monday's  stage  from  I"rede- 
riokshurg  arrive  at  Monticello  on  Tuesday.  Should  I  not 
come  myself,  you  may  expect  to  receive  a  letter  from  me.  But 
it  is  my  intention  at  this  time  to  come  ;  and  my  object  ia  to 
endeavor  to  procure  ad  interim  such  a  recognition  of  our  claim 
by  the  Cabinet  as  :will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  in  Virginia.  The  President  and  Mr.  Wirt  are  both  very 
friendly,  and  have  received  me  in  the  kindest  manner.  Mr. 
Crawford  was  very  decisive  in  our  favor.     And  all  the  other 
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members  probably  are  well  disposed,  Wten  I  came  here,  the 
business  ivas  at  a  stand.  An  abortive  movement  had  been 
made  bj  Col.  Barbour  ia  the  Senate.  Such  was  Mr,  Mercer's 
statement,  who  was  under  the  impression  that  the  delegation 
should  first  have  been  called  together,  concert  ensured,  and  an 
Executive  recommendation  procured,  before  any  movement 
was  made  in  Congress,  He  advised  me  to  try  the  Cabinet, 
although  he  thought  I  should  not  succeed.  I  had  spoken  with 
all  the  Secretaries,  except  Mr,  Adams,  and  had  a  formal  inter- 
view with  Mr,  Calhoun,  at  his  ofiice,  who  recognized  the  justice 
of  the  claim,  but  said  that  the  usage  of  the  department  on 
the  subject  of  interest  could  only  be  changed  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress. I  had  commenced  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  at 
the  private  instance  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Wirt,  when  tho. 
communication  of  our  Governor,  covering  an  able  exposition  of 
our  claim  by  Mr.  Johnson,  arrived,  A  meeting  of  the  dele- 
gation was  nest  had,  at  tho  instance  of  Colonel  Barbour,  and 
he  was  authorized  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Executive 
through  the  Department  of  War,  I  confess  I  was  surprised 
at  so  unexpected  a  movement ;  and  I  still  think,  that  when  the 
snbject  of  the  appropriation  is  discussed  in  Congress,  this 
intermediate  appeal  to  the  Executive,  by  the  delegation,  will 
he  of  no  service  with  the  delegations  of  the  other  States.  To 
prevent  any  misapprehensions  of  my  motives  and  course,  I 
waited  on  Col.  Barbour,  and  explained  to  him  my  particular 
views,  which  were,  pending  the  delays  of  legislation,  to  get 
the  Cabinet,  if  possible,  to  say,  that  under  tHe  existing  laws  of 
the  United  States  the  claim  stands  on  the  same  footing  as 
would  a  claim  for  principal,  and  that  nothing  but  an  act  of 
Congress  making  the  appropriation  is  necessary.  He  appeared 
to  be  entirely  satisfied.  I  think  the  board  ought  to  be  satisfied 
with  such  a  recognition,  and  lend  us  the  bonus.  The  steps 
which  I  have  taken,  and  am  taking,  spring  from  a  desire  to 
promote  the  views  of  al!  the  Visitors.  If  you  will  adjourn 
over  for  one  day,  perhaps  I  may  be  able  to  bring  you  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Cabinet.     They  will  not  meet  before  to-m 
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and  I  know  not  how  long  it  will  take  to  make  up  their  deci- 
sion. I  enclose  a  paper  which  Col.  Monroe  requested  me  to 
shew  you.  He  says  that  Percival  and  Torrey  were  considered 
very  able  men,  and  Torrey  he  regards  as  the  best  appointment 
for  the  chemical  chair  in  our  University.  He  requested  me  to 
state  to  you,  that  he  regarded  it  as  all  important  to  get  as 
many  of  the  professors  as  possible  from  this  country.  He 
appears  to  be  very  friendly  to  all  your  views. 

If  I  should  not  come  by  the  stage  on  Tuesday,  you  would 
oblige  me  by  directing  my  servant  to  return  homo  with  my 
horses,  on  Wednesday  morning ;  and  in  the  interim  after  his 
arrival  to  wait  for  me  at  the  tavern  in,  Charlottesville. 

My  best  respects  attend  Mr.  Madison  and  all  the  Visitors. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

p.  S.  I  have  opened  my  letter  to  inform  you  that  Colonel 
Barbour,  of  the  Senate,  has  just  called,  and  indicates  every 
disposition  to  aid  me  in  the  accomplishment  of  my  object.  He 
seems  to  approve  of  the  ground  I  have  taken,  and  of  the  letter, 
which  I  now  propose  to  address  to  the  President.*  This  busi- 
ness has  engaged  nearly  all  my  time.  I  hope,  to-morrow,  to 
pay  more  attention  to  my  private  claim. 


Edge-wood,  81h  April,  1824. 
Bear  Sir, — This  will  he  delivered  to  you  by  my  servant 
Archer,  who  comes  down  with  the  horse  you  were  so  good  as  to 
lend  me.     I  took  the  liberty  to  keep  him  longer  than  I  pro- 
mised, because,  on  getting  to  Col.  John  Coles's,  I  found  both 


=  =,Google 


802  COREESPOKDBNOB.  [1824. 

himself  and  his  brother  Tucter,  together  with  their  families, 
were  setting  out  to  see  Lady  Skipwith,  and  all  their  riding 
horses  seemed  to  be  in  requisition.  I  shall  remain  a.t  home  but 
a  few  clays,  and  then  return  to  the  lower  country.  It  will  be 
some  time  in  the  month  of  May  before  I  arrive  here  with  my 
family. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Caeell. 

Mr.  Jfferson. 

P.  S.    I  will  write  to  Mr.  Macluro  from  Williamsburg. 


(circular.)     t.  j.  to  j.  c.  c. 

MoNTicBixo,  April  9,  1824. 
Dbae  Sir, — Notwithstanding  the  reduction  which  was  made 
in  the  rents  proposed,  it  appears  that  that  on  the  salaries  will 
so  much  enlarge  our  surplus,  that  ^e  may  very  safely  engage 
eight  professors  and  still  have  a  surplus  this  year  of  $6000, 
and  annually  after  of  $5,024.  The  opportunity  of  procuring 
the  anatomical  professor  is  so  advantageous,  that  I  propose  to 
make  the  provisional  instruction  for  his  engagement  absolute. 
On  this  subject  I  ask  your  opinion,  to  be  given  to  me  without 
delay,  that  it  may  be  in  time  to  be  acted  on.  The  statements 
below  will  enable  you  to  form  your  opinion. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  esteem  and  respect. 

Th:  Jefferson. 

Joseph  C.  Cahdl,  Esq. 

Estimated  Account  for  1824. 

Current  expanses  of  the  institution  for  thia  year,  4,500 

Expense  of  procttriog  professors,  1,500 

Salaries  of  eight  professors,  for  October,  November,  December,  3,000 

Surplus  for  apparatus,  books,  oontiugeDcies,  0,000 

To  be  paid  by  the  annuity  of  1824,  $15,000 
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Annual  Account  after  1824,  as  ruay  he 
Income  annuity, 
Rent  of  Bis  hotels,  at  8150, 
One  hundred  dormitories,  at  |16, 
Nine  smaller  dormitories,  at  $12, 
Uiiiveraitj  rent  on  2J.8  atudenta,  at  |12, 

Expenditure,  current  expenses  of  the  institution, 

Eight  professors,  at  |1,500  each, 

A  militarj  instructor, 

Surplus  for  apparatus,  books,  contingencies. 


This  year's  surplus  of  $6,000  will  afford  for  text  hooka  11,000. 
Apparatus:  Chemical,  $1,000;  Anatomical,  81,000;  Astronomical, 
Physical,  Mathematical,  $3,000. 


J.  C.  C.  TO  T.  J. 

Bkemo,  April  16,  1824. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  9th  instant  was  delivered  to 
mo  hy  mj  servant  on  the  11th.  I  deferred  writing  ttH  now, 
because  I  thought  my  answer  would  not  reach  you  as  soon  by 
the  msul  from  Warminster,  as  by  that  from  Columbia,  which 
place  I  shall  pass  in  a  few  hours  from  this  time,  on  my  journey 
to  tlie  lower  country,  I  was  very  much  pleased  at  the  limita- 
tion of  the  foreign  professors  to  a  moiety  of  the  whole  number. 
I  thought  I  could  see  advantages  in  this  limitation,  which  I 
attempted  to  explain  to  the  Board  of  Visitors.  I  need  not 
repeat  what  I  said  upon  this  subject.  The  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy is  not,  like  the  Professor  of  Law  and  Polities,  and  the 
Professor  of  Ethics,  connected  with  a  science  calculated  to 
give  tone  and  direction  to  the  public  mind,  on  the  most  im- 
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portant  autjects  that  can  occwpj  the  human  understanding. 
It  is  of  the  class  of  Profess  or  siiips  which  may  he  prudently 
filled  hy  foreigners,  Tor  this  renson,  and  hecause  the  differ- 
ence Ijetween  five  and  six  is  but  one ;  and  above  all,  because 
you  are  an  infinitely  hotter  judge  of  tho  subject  than  I  am, 
and  it  is  my  greatest  happiness  to  give  you  pleasure  upon  any 
and  upon  all  occasions,  you  may  consider  me  a%  yielding  my 
assent  to  your  proposition  to  instruct  the  agent  to  engage  the 
Anatomical  Professor  in  Europe.  I  am  huri-yicg  on  to  rejoin 
my  family,  and  write  in  great  haste. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jffferson. 

I  concur  "witli  Mr.  Cabell  in  the  above. 

John  H.  Cocke. 


CLXXIII. 

[A  new  subject  is  bronght  befoca  ua  in  tko  following  letter.  The  anoient 
college  ofWilliani  &  Mary,  which,  dnring  the  interregnum  that  followed  the 
decease  of  Biahop  Madiiou,  its  former  Preeident,  had  much  declined,  and 
wMoh  had  for  some  years,  under  the  auspioes  and  management  of  I'reEideut 
Smith,  liappify  revived,  was  again  in  a  depressed  condition.  This  geutlemau 
seeing  no  immeiiiato  prospect  of  a  change  in  its  fortunes  for  the  better,  eon- 
oeiTfed  the  project  of  its  removal  to  the  oitj  of  Eiohmood,  and  of  uniting 
therewith  a  medical  school.  While  this  was  favored  by  most  of  the  Faculty, 
and  certain  other  friends  of  the  institntion,  as  the  only  probable  meUiod  of 
restoring  its  efficiency,  it  was  warmly  roBiated  by  a.  greater  nnmber  in  the 
vicinity  and  the  lower  oouudea  generally,  who  conld  not  look  calmly  on  a 
scheme  which,  if  successful,  wciull  have  been  productive  of  injury  to  personal 
and  vested  interests,  and  the  occasion  of  a  violent  disruption  of  cherished 
local  and  historical  associations.  Nevertheless,  the  plan  was  persisted  in  ;  a 
petition  for  leave  to  carry  it  ont  was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  and  was 
advocated  by  the  President  at  the  bar  of  the  Honse.  Tbe  proposition  was 
favored  by  a  portion  of  that  body  and  by  the  powerful  influence  of  the  city  of 
Richmond.  Having  been  previously  much  canvassed  in  the  newspapers,  it 
here  underwent  h  second  discussion,  which  called  fortli  the  most  poweiful 

efforts  of  friends  and  opponents. 

Among  tho  latter  were  Mr,  Cabell  and  other  friends  of  the  Dnivoraity,  who 

thought  tUey  saw  in  its  success  a  dangerous  rival  to  that  inatitution  which 
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had  cost  tbem  80  much  time  and  labnr  and  who  honeitly  beliei  ed  that  Tir- 
ginia  did  not  need,  aa  ahe  conld  not  maintwa  moie  than  one  snob  as  they 
were  still  endeavoriog  to  estabheh  This  mth  its  collateral  topics,  is  the 
theme  and  burden  of  many  of  the  aabsequent  letters  Hia  t  j  position  was  baaed, 
not  on  hostility  to  William  &  Mary  or  its  existing  anthorities,  but,  proceed- 
ing on  a  principle  nnalogoua  to  aelf-defenofl,  he  felt  justified  in  resorting  to  a 
weapon,  the  nae  of  which,  under  other  ciroumstanoes,  might  haTe  been  re- 
garded as  ungenerous,  and  which  was  abandoned  by  him  on  the  failure  of  the 
petidon.  This  college  was  iriewed  by  him  not  as  a  pviyate  corporation,  but 
aa  a  pnhlie  charity.  Its  endowment  baying  been  principally  contributed  by 
the  authoritiea  of  Virginia  when  a  colony,  its  control  was  thought  to  Jevolye 
as  of  right  on  Virginia  as  a  State.  If  the  college,  no  longer  able  to  retain  its 
ranlt  as  such,  must  descend  Xa  the  scale  of  an  academy,  what  should  hinder 
the  State — sufficient  funds  being  reserved  for  the  diaoharge  of  tbja  lower 
function — from  reclaiming  the  surplus  and  appvopi-iatjng  it  to  the  support  of 
edaoatJon  in  other  parts  of  the  State  whore  it  was  most  needed.  But  these 
and  other  matters  ace  fully  set  forth  in  the  letters  themselves,  ancl  certain 
papers  in  the  Appendix.] 

J.  C.  C.  TO   T.  J. 

"WiLLiiMSQcnQ,  5th  May,  1824. 

Dbae  Sir, — A  scheme  is  now  in  agitation  at  this  place,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  remove  the  college  of  William  &  Mary  to 
the  city  of  Richmond.  All  the  Professors  of  the  college,  ex- 
cept the  Professor  of  Law,  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  Chan- 
cellor Brown  and  others,  of  the  Board  of  Viaitors,  will  give  it 
their  support.  AVhat  number  of  the  Visitors  wUl  come  into  it, 
I  am  not  informed;  but  the  friends  of  the  measure  expect  a 
majority.  The  plan,  as  yet,  is  a  topic  of  private  coaveraation 
at  thia  place,  but  it  is  coming  out,  as  Mr.  Brown  has  publicly 
spoken  of  it  at  the  post-office,  as  an  expedient  measure,  greatly 
approved,  and  publicly  advocated  by  all  parties  in  Richmond. 
Mr,  Loyall  called  here  a  few  days  ago  on  his  way  from  Rich- 
mond to  Norfolk,  and  informed  me  that  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mr. 
Nieholaa,  and  others,  spoke  to  him  warmly  in  favor  of  the 
scheme.  It  will  most  unquestionably  be  attempted,  and  will 
be  powerfully  supported.  Bishop  Moore  is  one  of  the  Visitors. 
The  clergy,  the  Federal  party,  the  metropolis,  and  probably 
the  faculty  of  medicine  throughout  the  State,  will  advocate  the 
removal.     The  motives  of  the  three  firat  are  obvioua.     The 
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medical  faculty  are  seeking  to  establisli  a  medical  school  at  the 
seat  of  government,  and  probably  a  part  of  the  scheme  will  he 
to  give  the  college  a  direction  that  way,  and  profit  of  their 
extended  inflaence.  The  scheme  will  be  much  opposed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Williamsburg,  headed  by  Judge  Semple  and  Col. 
Eassett,  who  will  create  a  hot  party  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  But  knowing,  as  I  do,  the  powerful  influences  that 
will  be  brorght  to  bear  in  its  favor,  I  should  not  bo  surprised 
if  the  Board  of  Visitors  should  be  brought  over  to  sign  a 
petition  to  the  Assembly  to  authorize  a  removal,  especially  as 
the  impression  is  general  that  the  college  will  otherwise  cer- 
tainly fall.  I  think  they  calculate  largely  on  the  support  of 
Mr.  Johnson  in  the  Senate,  whom  I  expect  the  party  for  re- 
moval will  endeavor  to  run  into  the  Senate  from  this  district 
in  place  of  Mr.  Clopton,  at  the  end  of  his  present  term.  I 
expect  they  also  count  on  Mr,  Grarnett  and  others  recently 
elected  to  the  House  of  Delegates.  The  loss  of  the  buildings 
here  would  probably  be  compensated  by  donations  from  the 
corporation  of  Richmond,  or  from  the  General  Assembly.  The 
capital  of  the  college  is  upwards  of  $100,000.  I  see  that  this 
subject  is  to  occupy  much  of  the  attention  of  the  State,  and  I 
consider  it  a  duty  to  give  you  information  of  the  existence  of 
the  scheme.  What  part  the  friends  of  the  University  ought  to 
take  on  this  question,  it  becomes  us  promptly  to  decide.  The 
situation  in  which  we  are  placed,  calls  for  the  exercise  of  more 
than  ordinary  discretion.  We  have  always  avowed  that  we 
sought  not,  and  would  not  interfere  with  the  capital  of  the  col- 
lege. We  have  said,  "keep  your  college  and  your  endow- 
ments ;  we  want  not  to  meddle  with  you ;  but  you  shall  not 
prevent  the  improvement  of  the  State."  The  college  now  will 
say  WG  cannot  flourish  in  a  sickly  site.  If  you  will  move  us 
to  the  seat  of  government,  we  shall  be  able  to  do  more  public 
good.  The  medical  faculty,  too,  may  say,  the  State  wants  a 
medical  school,  and  there  can  be  no  hospitals  at  the  University. 
Let  us  turn  the  college  into  a  medical  school  at  Richmond, 
where  we  can  give  clinical  lectures.     Some  difficulties  to  this 
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latter  plan  would  grow  out  of  the  private  interests  of  tte  pre- 
sent professors,  particularly  those  of  the  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics. But  as  the  Professor  of  Law  would  of  course  remain 
here,  and  two  of  the  Professors  are  physicians,  some  provision 
Tould  probably  be  made  for  the  Mathematical  Professor,  so  as 
to  accommodate  his  interests  to  the  plan.  My  present  opinion 
18  decidedly  opposed  to  the  plan ;  because  I  know  that  the  col- 
lege would  be  made  a  rival  to  the  University,  and  we  should 
lose  in  that  rnatitution  more  than  we  should  gain  in  the  college. 
If  a  new  destination  is  to  be  given  to  the  capital  of  the  college, 
why  not  endow  academies  therewith  over  the  whole  face  of  the 
Commonwealth.  We  were  told  some  winters  ago,  by  the  col- 
lege party,  we  do  not  want  an  University — wo  want  academies. 
Now  we  may  say  to  the  State,  we  do  not  want  a  college  at 
Richmond — we  want  preparatory  seminaries  over  the  whole 
face  of  the  country.  But  to  oppose  an  institution  struggling 
to  save  itself,  and  to  thwart  the  natural  endeavors  of  literary 
men  to  advance  their  fortunes,  is  truly  painful.  Yet  are  we  to 
suffer  tho  labors  of  so  many  years  to  be  blasted  by  an  unneces- 
sary and  destructive  competition  ?  Most  assuredly  we  must 
not.  But  can  the  subjects  be  reconciled?  Would  it  be  pru- 
dent to  co-operate  in  tho  plan  of  a  medical  seminary  at  Rich- 
mond? Some  winters  back  my  respect  for  your  better  judg- 
ment restrained  me  from  active  support  to  my  medical  friends 
at  Richmond.  I  am  pretty  confident  that  whatever  plans  may 
be  avowed  of  giving  to  the  college  a  preparatory  character,  or 
that  of  a  medical  school,  rivalry  must  still  be  the  object  and 
end  of  the  scheme.  Mr.  Loyall  concurs  in  those  views,  but 
his  opinion  is  not  finally  made  up ;  and  I  wish  the  advice  of 
yourself  and  Mr.  Madison.  It  is  now  time  to  look  into  the 
charter,  and  ascertain  what  may  bo  done,  consistently,  with 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  Dart- 
mouth College.  From  private  conferences  with  a  professor  of 
the  college,  there  is  reason  to  conjecture  that  the  Board  of 
Yisitors  will  divide  as  follows  on  the  question  of  removal : 
For  Removal. — Bishop  Mooro,  Mr.  Scott  of  the  Council,  CoL 
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Macon  of  New  Kent,  Mr.  Saunders  of  "Williamsburg,  Chancol- 
lor  Brown,  Dr.  Oliarlee  Everett,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  Mr.  L.  W. 
Tazewell. 

Against  Removal.— Gol.  Bassett,  Major  (rriffin  of  York,  Dr. 
Gait  of  Willi amsburg,  Mr.  Jolin  W,  Sowell  of  Grlouceator. 

Doubtful— Ma,ior  Prior  of  Elinabeth  City,  Mr.  John  Tyler, 
Mr.  Wm.  Armistead  of  King  William,  Mr.  N.  Faulcon. 

There  are  three  vacancies  to  be  filled,  the  whole  number 
being  nineteen.  I  shall  leave  this  to-morrow  for  Corrottoman. 
I  shall  bo  in  Bichraond  from  20th  to  2Sth  of  the  month ;  and 
after  that  at  Warminster. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Faithfully  jours, 

Joseph  0.  Oabbll. 


1.   J.   TO   J.   c.   c. 

MoNTicEi.LO,  May  10,  1824. 
DEiR  SiE, — Your  favor  of  the  5th  from  Williamsburg  has 
been  duly  received,  and  presents  to  us  a  case  of  pregnant 
character,  admitting  important  issues,  and  requiring  serious 
consideration  and  conduct.  Yet  I  am  more  inclined  to  view  it 
with  hope  than  dismay.  It  involves  two  questions.  1.  Shall 
the  college  of  WUliam  &  Mary  be  removed  ?  2d.  To  what 
place  ?  As  to  the  first,  I  never  doubted  the  lawful  authority 
of  the  Legislature  over  the  college,  as  being  a  public  institu- 
tion, endowed  from  the  public  property,  by  the  public  agents 
for  that  function,  and  for  public  purposes.  Some  have  doubted 
this  authority  without  a  relinquishment  of  what  they  call  a 
vested  right,  by  the  body  corporate ;  but  as  their  voluntary 
relinquishment  is  a  circumstance  of  the  case,  it  is  relieved 
from  that  doubt.    I  certainly  never  wished  that  my  venerable 
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Alma,  Mater  should  be  disturbed.  I  considered  It  as  an  actual 
possession  of  ttat  ancient  and  earliest  settlement  of  our  fore- 
fathers, and  was  disposed  to  soo  it  yielded  as  a  courtesy,  rather 
than  taken  as  a  right.  They,  however,  are  free  to  renounce  a 
benefit,  and  we  to  receive  it.  Had  we  dissolved  it  on  the 
principle  of  right,  to  give  a  direction  to  its  funds  more  usefal 
to  the  public,  the  professors,  although  their  chartered  tenure 
is  during  pleasure  only,  might  have  reasonably  expected  a  vote 
of  a  year  01*  two's  salary,  as  an  intermediate  support  until  they 
could  find  other  employment  for  their  talents.  And,  notwith- 
standing that  their  abandonment  is  voluntary,  this  should  still 
be  given  them.  On  tiiis  first  question,  I  think  we  should  be 
absolutely  silent  and  passive,  taking  no  part  in  it  until  tho  old 
institution  is  loosened  from  its  foundation,  and  fairly  placed  on 
its  wheels. 

2.  On  the  second  question,  to  what  place  shall  it  bo  re- 
moved ?  we  may  take  the  field  boldly.  Richmond,  it  seems, 
claims  it,  but  on  what  ground  of  advantage  to  the  public? 
When  the  professors,  their  charter  and  funds  shall  be  trans- 
lated to  Richmond,  will  they  become  more  enlightened  there 
than  at  the  old  place?  Will  they  possess  more  science?  be 
more  capable  of  communicating  it,  or  more  competent  to  raise 
it  from  the  dead,  in  a  new  scat,  than  to  keep  it  alive  in  the 
ancient  one  ?  Or  has  Richmond  any  peculiarities  more  favor- 
able for  the  communication  of  the  sciences  generally,  tlian  the 
place  which  the  Legislature  has  preferred  and  fixed  on  for  that 
purpose  ?  This  will  not  be  pretended.  But  it  seems  they 
possess  advantages  for  a  medical  school.  Let  us  scan  them. 
Anatomy  may  be  as  completely  taught  at  the  University  as  at 
Richmond.  The  only  subjects  of  dissection  which  either  place  can 
count  on,  are  equally  acquirable  at  both.  And  as  to  medicine, 
whatever  can  bo  learnt  from  lectures  or  hooks,  may  be  taught 
at  the  University  of  Virginia  as  well  as  at  Richmond,  or  even  at 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  Tork,  or  Boston,  with  the  inesti- 
mable additional  advantage  of  acquiring  at  the  same  time  tho 
kindred  sciences  by  attending  the  other  schools.     But  Rich- 
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mond  thinks  it  can  have  a  hospital  which  will  furnisli  subject-s 
for  the  clinical  branch  of  medicine.  The  classes  of  people 
which  furnish  subjects  for  the  hospitals  of  Baltimore,  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  and  Boston,  do  not  exist  at  Kichmond,  The 
shipping  constantly  present  at  those  places  furnish  many  pa- 
tients. Is  there  a  ship  at  Richmond?  The  class  of  white 
servants  in  those  cities,  which  is  numerous  and  pennylcss,  and 
whose  regular  resource  in  sickness  is  always  the  hospital,  con- 
stitutes the  great  body  of  their  patients.  This  class  does  not 
exist  at  Richmond.  The  servants  there  are  slaves,  whose 
masters  are,  by  law,  obliged  to  take  care  of  them  in  sickness, 
as  in  health,  and  who  could  not  be  admitted  into  a  hospital. 
These  resources  then  being  null,  the  free  inhabitants  alone 
remain  for  a  hospital  at  Richmond.  And  I  will  ask  how  many 
families  in  Richmond  would  send  their  husbands,  wives,  or 
children  to  a  hospital,  in  sickness  ?  to  be  attended  by  nurses 
hardened  by  habit  against  the  feelings  of  pity,  to  lie  in  public 
rooms,  harrassed  by  the  cries  and  sufferings  of  disease  under 
every  form,  alarmed  by  the  groans  of  the  dying,  exposed  as  a 
corpse,  to  be  lectured  over  by  a  clinical  professor,  to  be  crowd- 
ed and  handled  by  his  students,  to  hear  their  caso  learnedly 
explained  to  them,  its  threatening  symptoms  developed,  and 
its  probable  termination  foreboded?  In  vindication  of  Rich- 
mond, I  may  surely  answer,  that  there  is  not  in  the  place  a 
family  so  heartless,  as  relinquishing  their  own  tender  cares  of 
a  child  or- parent,  to  abandon  them  in  sickness  to  this  last 
resource  of  poverty.  For  it  is  poverty  alone  which  peoples 
hospitals ;  and  those  alone  who  are  on  the  charities  of  their 
parish  would  go  to  their  hospitul.  Have  they  paupers  enough 
to  fill  a  hospital?  and  sickness  enough  among  these?  One 
reason  alleged  for  the  removal  of  the  college  to  Richmond  is, 
that  Williamsburg  is  sickly  and  Richmond  healthy.  The  lat- 
ter then  being  little  sickly,  is  happily  little  apt  for  tha  situa- 
tion of  a  hospital.  No,  sir,  Richmond  is  no  place  to  furnish 
subieets  for  clinical  lectures.  I  have  always  had  Norfolk  in 
■view  for  this  purpose.     The  climate  and   Pontine  country 


c.y  Google 


1824.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  311 

around  Norfolk  render  it  trwlj  sickly  in  itself.  It  is  moreover 
the  rendeavous  not  only  of  the  shipping  of  commerce,  but  of 
the  vessels  of  the  puhlie  navy.  The  United  States  have  there 
a  hospital  already  established,  and  supplied  with  sulDJects  from 
these  local  circumstances.  I  had  thought,  and  have  men- 
tioned to  yourself  and  our  colleagues,  that  when  ouv  medical 
school  ha.a  got  well  under  way,  we  should  propose  to  the  fede- 
ral government  the  association  with  that  establishment,  and  at 
our  own  expense,  of  the  clinical  branch  of  our  medical  school, 
BO  that  our  students  after  qualifying  themselves  with  the  other 
branches  of  the  science  here,  might  complete  their  course  of 
preparation  by  attending  clinical  lectures  for  six  or  twelve 
months  at  Norfolk. 

But  that  Richmond  has  a  claim,  as  being  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. The  indisposition  of  Richmond  towards  our  University 
has  not  been  unfelt.  But  would  it  not  be  wiser  in  them  to 
rest  satisfied  with  the  government  and  their  local  academy  ? 
Can  they  afford,  on  the  question  of  a  change  of  the  seat  of 
government,  by  hostiliaing  the  middle  counties,  to  transfer 
them  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western  interest  ?  To  make  it 
their  interest  to  withdraw  from  the  former  that  ground  of 
claim,  if  used  for  adversary  purposes?  "With  things  as  they 
are,  let  both  parties  remain  content  and  united. 

If,  then,  William  &  Mary  is  to  be  removed,  and  not  to  Rioh- 
mond,  can  there  be  two  opinions  how  its  funds  may  be  directed 
to  the  best  advantage  for  the  public  ?  When  it  was  found  that 
that  seminary  was  entirely  ineffectual  towards  the  object  of 
public  education,  and  that  one  on  a  better  plan,  and  in  a  better 
situation,  must  be  provided,  what  was  so  obvious  as  to  employ 
for  that  purpose  the  funds  of  the  one  abandoned,  with  what 
more  would  be  necessary  to  raise  the  new  establishment?  And 
what  so  obvious  as  to  do  now  what  might  reasonably  have  been 
done  then  by  consolidating  together  the  institutions  and  their 
funds?  The  plan  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature  required  for 
our  University  ten  professors ;  hut  the  funds  appropriated  will 
maintain  but  eight,  and  some  of  these  are  consequently  over- 
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burdened  with  duties.  The  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  prin- 
cipal which  you  say  still  remains  to  Wilham  &  Mary,  hy  its 
interest  of  $6,000,  would  give  us  the  two  deficient  professors, 
with  an  annual  surplus  for  the  purchase  of  books.  And  cer- 
tainly the  Legislature  will  see  no  public  interest,  after  the 
expense  incurred  on  tho  new  establishment,  in  sotting  up  a 
riYal  in  the  city  of  Richmond;  they  cannot  think  it  better  to 
have  two  institutions  crippling  one  another,  than  one  of  healthy 
poweva,  competent  to  that  highest  grade  of  instruction,  which 
neither  with  a  divided  support  could  expect  to  attain. 

Another  argument  may  eventually  arise  in  favor  of  consoli- 
dation. The  contingent  gift,  at  the  late  session,  of  §50,000 
for  books  and  apparatus,  shews  a  sense  in  the  Legislature  that 
those  objeeta  are  stiil  to  be  provided.  If  we  fail  in  obtaining 
that  sum,  they  will  feel  an  incumbency  to  provide  it  otherwise. 
What  ao  ready  as  the  derelict  capita!  of  William  &  Mary,  and 
the  large  libraiy  they  uselessly  possess  t  Should  that  college, 
then,  be  removed,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  Legialatiirc,  keep- 
ing in  viow  its  original  object,  will  consolidate  it  with  the 
University. 

But  it  will  not  be  removed.  Richmond  is  doubtless  in  earn- 
est; but  that  the  Visitors  should  concur  is  impossible.  *  * 
«**■***  *  *  *** 

I  will  only  add  to  this  long  letter  an  opinion  that  we  had 
better  say  as  little  aa  we  can  on  this  whole  subject.  Give 
them  no  alarm.  Let  them  petition  for  tho  removal;  let  them 
get  the  old  structure  completely  on  wheels,  and  not  till  then 
put  in  our  claim  to  its  reception.  I  shall  communicate  your 
letter,  as  you  request,  to  Mr,  Madison,  and  with  it  this  answer. 
Why  can  you  not  call  on  us,  on  your  way  to  Warminster,  and 
make  this  a  subject  of  conversation  ?  With  my  devoted  re- 
spects to  Mrs.  Cabell,  assure  her  that  sho  can  no  where  be 
more  cordially  received  than  by  the  family  at  Monticello ;  and 
the  deviation  from  your  direct  road  is  too  small  to  merit  con- 
sideration. 

Ever  and  affectionately  your  friend  and  servant, 

Th:  JEFFBasos. 
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p.  S.  May  23.— Your  letter  and  this  answer  haYe  been 
commiinieatcd  to  Mr.  Madison.  I  enclose  you  his  answer, 
which  be  so  good  as  to  return  to  me. 

Mr.  Madison  to    Mr.  Jefferson.     (Cfapi/ — the  original  having  heen 
relumed,  as  requested.) 

MoNTPBLiBa,  May  20,  1824. 

DjEAR  Sir, — I  return  the  letter  from  Mr.  Gabell,  with  your  answer 
to  itj  enoloaed  in  joura  of  the  16th,  just  come  to  hand. 

It  is  not  probable  that  a  removal  of  the  College  from  WUIiamsburg 
will  be  espoused  by  a  majority  of  the  Visitors,  controled  as  they  will 
be  by  the  popular  voice  in  that  quarter.  If  it  should,  Kiohmond  will 
not  be  without  competitors.  Tlie  pretensioiiB  of  Petersburg  have  al- 
i-cady  been  brought  foi-ward.  And  if,  in  its  new  position,  it  is  to  be 
co-ordinate  with  tho  present  University,  there  will  he  a  bold  claim  by 
the  ultramontane  country.  After  all,  is  the  climate  of  Richmond  so 
different  in  the  public  eye  from  that  of  Williamsburg,  as  to  make  it  a 
satisfactory  substitute  ?  Is  not  Kichmond  also  becoming  too  much  of  a 
city  to  be  an  eligible  site  for  such  an  inetitation?  The  most  extensive 
and  flourishing  of  our  leKrned  institutions  are  not  in  the  most  popu- 
lous towns.  That  in  Philadelphia  is  eclipsed  by  rising  seminaries  in 
other  parts  of  tlie  State.  In  New  York  the  case  is  not  dissimilar. 
Be  all  this  as  it  may,  I  concur  entirely  in  your  opinion,  that  the  best 
eoaasel  for  us  is  to  be  passive  during  the  experiment,  and  turn  the 
result  to  the  best  account  for  the  interest  of  science  and  of  the  State. 

I  wish  Mr.  Cabell  may  comply  with  jour  invitation  to  a  conversa- 
tion-interview, on  his  way  to  Warminster,  with  an  understanding 
that  mine  is  included,  and  that  we  should  hi"  muth  gi  stifled  in  wel- 
coming him  and  his  lady  over  our  threshold 

Yours,  with  affectionate  estt,ca], 

James  Maui  son. 

Mr.  Jeffwsm. 
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J.  0.  C.  TO  T.  J. 

Wakhinstee,  June  13,  1824. 
Dbar  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  16th  uH.,  covering  llr,  Mad- 
ison's letter  to  you  of  the  20th,  was  handed  to  me  by  Capt. 
Peyton  in  Richmond,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  I  have 
heretofore  declined  writing  in  reply,  because  I  have  enter- 
tained the  hope  of  visiting  you  as  desired,  in  which  event  a 
written  answer  would  bo  unnecessary.  Nothing,  I  assure  you, 
could  have  heen  more  agreeable  to  Mrs.  C'lhell  and  myself, 
than  to  visit  Monticello  and  Montpelicr,  But  the  unfoitunate 
situatiou  of  Mrs.  Tucker*  has  deprived  us  of  that  pleasure 
It  demands  all  our  attention,  and  I  fear  will  eventuate  in  the 
loss  of  her;  an  affliction  which  can  only  he  appieciated  by 
those  who  know  her,  as  I  do,  to  be  one  of  the  moat  perfect  of 
the  human  race.  May  Heaven,  in  its  mercy,  avert  this  blow 
from  my  family  !  She  has  been  in  bad  health  and  rather  de- 
clining for  Hpwards  of  a  twelve-month.  Eut  when  wc  set  out 
from  Williamsburg,  her  attending  physician  expressed  no  seri- 
ous apprehensions  about  her  case ;  and  the  family  certainly 
felt  none.  But  on  her  arrival  in  Richmond,  she  was  much 
injured  by  the  journey,  and  her  physician  expressed  an  opinion 
very  unfavorable  to  her  ultimate  recovery.  It  was  agreed  in 
the  family  that  Mrs,  Cabell  and  myself  should  hurry  on,  and 
prepare  our  domestic  affairs  for  setting  out  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tucker  to  the  White  Sulphur  Springs  in  a  few  days  after 
their  arrival  at  this  place.  Mrs,  Tucker  stood  the  fatigues  of 
the  journey  from  Richmond  better  than  I  had  expected,  and  at 
first  we  indulged  the  hope  that  the  air  of  this  upper  country 
would  prove  very  serviceable.  But  she  begins  to  look  again 
very  badly,  and  all  our  fears  are  again  revived.     Wo  are  now 
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hurrying  our  preparations  for  departure,  and  liope  to  set  out 
in  three  days  from  this  time.  I  go  in  the  morning  to  Buck- 
ingham Courthouse,  to  mate  enquiries  as  to  the  best  stages 
along  tho  route  to  New  London  and  Johnson's  Springs  in  Bo- 
tetourt. If  I  find  it  admissible,  I  shall  return  home  and 
attend  to  my  harvest.  In  this  situation  I  must,  for  the  pre- 
sent, decline  the  kind  invitation  of  yourself  and  Mr.  Madison, 
to  ivhom  I  beg  you  will  .be  good  enough  to  make  my  apology. 
I  am  very  thankful  to  you  both  for  your  prompt  attention  to 
my  letter  from  Williamsburg.  I  have  shown  your  letters  con- 
fidentially to  a  few  friends.  When  I  see  you,  I  will  re-state 
more  at  large  my  reasons  for  thinking  that  tho  funds  of  Wil- 
liam &  Mary  should,  if  the  college  falls,  receive  a  different 
direction  from  the  one  you  seem  disposed  to  give  them.  Such 
of  my  Assembly  friends  as  I  have  met  with,  concur  warmly  in 
favor  of  the  academical  appropriation.  I  entirely  concur  in 
your  views  as  to  the  impropriety  of  the  Richmond  scheme.  It 
will  he  warmly  supported,  and  will  give  us  a  good  deal  of 
trouble ;  hut  it  can  and  ought  to  be  defeated.  Already  I  was 
drawn  into  some  discussions  about  it.  But  from  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  I  have  pursued  your  advice,  and  shall  inculcate  it 
on  my  friends,  Onr  course  is  simple  and  easy,  till  tho  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Legislature.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will  have 
the  pleasure  (and  as  soon  as  possible)  to  see  you  and  Mr.  Mad- 
ison. I  write  in  great  haste,  and  must  conclude  with  the  most 
heartfelt  respect  and  esteem. 

Tour  friend  and  servant, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 
Mr.  J^fersoK. 
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J.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J. 

ErcHMOKD,  17tliDeoeDiber,  1824. 
Dear  Sir, — I  reached  this  place  on  the  12th  instant,  and 
have  employed  the  interval  in  taking  lodgings  and  in  occa- 
sional conferences  on  the  interests  of  my  district  and  of  the 
State,  My  delay  in  getting  to  town,  was  owing  to  the  failure 
of  an  overseer  to  come  to  one  of  my  farms  at  the  time  I  ex- 
pected him,  and  partly  to  the  desire  of  Mrs.  Tuclter  to  pro- 
long her  stay  in  the  mountain  air.  I  wished  and  intended  to 
proceed  and  settle  my  husiness  at  Corrottoman,  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  which  commences  to-morrow,  and  Trill 
continue  for  ten  days.  But  the  state  of  affairs  here  has  in- 
duced me  to  remain  in  town,  and  postpone  my  Corrottoman 
trip  till  the  close  of  the  session.  Our  University  friends  -were 
■waiting  for  my  arrival,  expecting  that  I  could  give  them  yoar 
views  and  those  of  the  Board,  aa  to  the  course  most  espi^dient 
to  be  pursued,  both  in  regard  to  the  University  and  to  the 
removal  of  the  College,  As  I  did  not  receive  the  letter  you 
gave  me  reason  to  expect  from  you  about  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, I  am  not  as  fully  informed  npon  all  points,  as  was  ex- 
pected and  desired.  Our  situation  is  ono  that  gives  me  great 
anxiety,  more  especially  as  regards  the  removal  of  the  college 
After  the  best  consideration  I  could  give  the  subject,  I  hav' 
determined  to  vote  for  the  measure,  provided  the  college  wil 
consent  to  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  General  Assembly. 
I  confess  that  this  disposition  of  the  subject  leaves  me  greai 
cause  of  uneasiness  as  to  the  future,  and  yet  it  seems  to  me 
the  best  ground  to  take  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
Our  friends  in  tho  Lower  House  appear  disposed  to  oppose  the 
removal  altogether.  All  seem  to  regret  the  prospect  before  us. 
Col.  Randolph,  Mr.  Loyall,  and  Mr.  Bowyer,  seem  doubtful 
as  to  the  best  course  to  be  taken.  I  shall  struggle  hard  to 
hring  the  college  under  the  power  of  the  Assembly.     Mr, 
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Johnson  and  the  friends  of  removal  will  oppose  it  with  much 
zeal,  I  shall  prohably  explain  the  use  I  would  feel  disposed 
to  make  of  the  power  of  the  Assembly,  which  is  to  reduce  the 
capital  of  the  college,  leaving  a  moiety  here,  and  transferring 
the  residue  to  Winchester  and  Hampden  Sidney,  or  other 
points  in  the  State,  connected  with  the  general  system.  It 
would  he  utterly  impracticable  to  procure  any  portion  for  the 
University;  and  I  still  most  earnestly  recommend  the  aban- 
dontoent  of  every  such  idea,  if  any  plan  of  the  kind  has  ever 
been  formed.  The  hostile  party  in  Richmond  and  the  college 
aim  decidedly  at  a  groat  institution  connected  with  a  medical 
school.  They  are  very  averse  to  Legislative  control ;  but  if 
they  cannot  get  the  removal  on  other  terms,  they  will  come 
under  the  power  of  the  Assembly,  and  struggle  for  influence 
hereafter.  The  republicans  in  lliclimond,  including  the  high 
officers  of  government,  only  want  a  preparatory  college,  and 
would  be  disposed  to  come  into  any  reasonable  measures  to 
prevent  pernicious  competition.  I  rely  greatly  on  them ;  and 
on  the  interests  of  the  other  points  referred  to  above ;  but  I 
confess  I  am  uneasy  about  the  future,  knowing,  as  I  do,  the 
vast  influence  of  the  metropolis.  The  delegation  from  the 
country  about  Williamsburg,  oppose  the  measure  with  great 
zeal.  They  will  probably  use,  as  a  last  resort,  the  proposition 
to  keep  half  the  capital  in  Williamsburg,  and  send  half  here. 
Mr.  Hay  is  here,  and  advises  very  strongly  that  the  University 
party  should  not  oppose  the  removal.  Judges  Brooke,  Green, 
Coalter,  Brockeiibrough,  &c.,  who  have  been  powerful  friends 
of  the  University,  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  removal,  but 
will  all  be  for  legislative  control.  I  will  write  you  more  fully 
from  time  to  time.  I  have  advised  our  friends  in  the  other 
House  to  move  immediately  the  reference  of  the  report  of  the 
Rector  and  Visitors  to  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges, 
with  a  view  of  reporting  a  resolution  in  favor  of  an  advance  on 
the  part  of  tho  State  of  the  $50,000,  on  the  credit  of  the  debt 
due  from  the  General  Government.  I  fear  we  shall  not  suc- 
ceed, particularly  as  the  college  question  has  got  the  start  of 
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US.  But  we  -will  do  every  thing  in  our  power.  Mr.  Blatter- 
man's  arrival  here  gives  a  favorable  impulse  to  public  opinion. 
It  is  suggested,  however,  'that  if  the  friends  of  the  University 
should  oppose  the  removal  of  the  coUege,  every  effort  will  be 
made  by  its  friends  and  by  the  metropolis,  to  defeat  every  mea- 
sure brought  forward  for  the  University.  My  amendment  ex- 
cites great  heat  in  the  higher  circles  of  the  opposition.  The 
friends  of  the  other  colleges  will  be  greatly  opposed  to  it. 
Yet  I  shall  make  it  a  sine  qud  non  of  my  vote.  Gen.  Taylor 
is  hero,  entering  most  earnestly  into  the  interest  of  the  college 
party.  Mr,  Leigh,  Mr.  Johnson,  Judge  Marshall,  Mr.  Gar- 
nett,  &c.,  &c.,  join  heartily  in  his  zeal-  I  speak  from  report; 
for  with  the  most  of  these  gentlemen  I  am  in  no  habits  of  in- 
tercom-se.  I  should  bo  truly  happy  to  have  the  advice  of 
yourself  and  Mr.  Madison,  as  I  am  surrounded  by  powerful 
adversaries,  and  have  lost  the  disinterested  aid  of  the  great 
leaders  of  the  republican  party.  Rest  assured  of  my  unabated 
fidelity,  and  never  eeasing  anxiety  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
University. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Most  truly  and  in  great  haste  your  friend, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  JefFenon. 


J.    C.    C.    TO   T.    J. 

RiCHMOHD,  2lBt  Deeember,  1824. 
Dbak  Sia, — Since  the  date  of  my  last  I  have  been  enabled 
to  settle  my  opinions  as  to  the  course  which  we  ought  to  pur- 
sue. My  views  have  undergone  a  material  change.  On  my 
first  ari'ival  here,  I  was  assailed  by  old  and  powerful  friends  of 
the  University,  with  all  the  weapons  of  reason  and  persuasion ; 
and  wishing  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  ilHbera'ity,  I  for  a 
short  time  contemplated  a  compromise,  and  proposed  to  vote 
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for  tho  removal  of  the  college,  provided  its  fnends  would  con- 
sent to  place  it  under  the  control  of  the  General  Assemtily. 
But  subsequent  reflection  has  conYinced  mo  that  I  ought  to 
vote  altogether  against  the  removal.  Accordingly  I  have 
called  on  my  friends  on  the  other  side,  apprised  them  of  my 
adherence  to  my  first  impression,  and  am  now  doing  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  removal.  In  taking  this 
course,  I  oppose  the  wishes  of  my  nearest  and  dearest  relatives 
and  friends,  and  bring  upon  myself  the  powerful  resentment 
of  the  metropolis.  But  my  judgment  is  satisfied,  and  I  shall 
brave  every  consequence.  I  fear  the  influence  of  the  metrop- 
olis, headed  by  so  many  able  men,  wiU  ho  too  strong  for  us. 
Still  I  have  hopes  that  wo  may  succeed.  All  the  strong  friends 
of  the  University  will  do  their  utmost  to  put  down  the  scheme. 
"We  have  had  a  conference  and  perfectly  agree,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  will  support  tho  Richmond  interest. 
Ool.  Randolph  will  be  up  at  Christmas,  and  will  give  you  all 
the  news.  A  powerful  weapon  used  by  the  President  of  the 
College  is  that  of  a  medical  college  at  this  place  by  the  volun- 
tary annexation  of  a  medical  faculty  to  William  &  Mary  on  its 
removal.  He  says  it  is  aa  impossible  to  make  doctors  at  the 
University  of  Virginia  as  it  is  to  have  ships  without  sails  or 
waves;  and  asserts  that  he  will  teach  here  what  cannot  be 
taught  there.  I  should  wish  to  be  informed  precisely  how  far 
you  propose  to  carry  medical  education  at  the  University;  and 
if  you  only  propose  a  preparatory  school,  to  be  furnished  with 
arguments  to  shew  that  this  place  also  would  be  merely  pre- 
paratory. A  former  letter  of  yours,  which  I  have  among  my 
papers,  throws  out  lights  on  this  subject;  but  I  should  be 
thankful  for  anything  additional  that  may  enable  me  to  defend 
the  University  policy  in  the  departments  of  medicine  and  law, 
which  arc  tho  points  chiefly  assailed.  You  can  scarcely  form 
an  idea  of  the  immense  influence  of  this  town  on  the  General 
Assembly.  Now,  aa  last  winter,  I  have  to  contend  with  a  pow- 
erful interest  in  the  town,  which  seems  to  threaten  our  total 
overthrow.     I  will  write  you  from  time  to  time,  and  should  be 
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grateful  for  any  assistance  in  your  power.     I  have  sent  my 
carriage  home,  and  shall  not  leave  the  city  till  the  end  of  the 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeffenon. 


T.   J.   TO   J.   C.   C. 

MoNTiCELLO,  Deoember  22,  1824, 

Dear  Sir, — The  proposition  to  remove  William  &  Mary  Col- 
lege to  Richmond,  with  all  its  present  funds,  and  to  add  to  it  a 
medical  school,  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  remove  the 
University  also  to  that  place;  because,  if  hoth  remain,  there 
will  not  be  students  enough  to  make  either  worthy  the  accept- 
ance of  men  of  the  first  order  of  science.  They  must  each 
fall  down  to  the  level  of  our  present  academies,  under  the 
direction  of  corctmon  teachers,  and  our  state  of  education  must 
stand  exactly  where  it  novr  is.  Few  of  the  States  have  heen 
able  to  maintain  one  University,  rfone  two.  Surely  the  Legis- 
ture,  after  such  an  expense  incurred  for  a  real  University,  and 
just  as  it  is  prepared  to  go  into  action  under  hopeful  auspices, 
will  not  consent  to  destroy  it  hy  this  side  wind.  As  to  the 
best  course  to  he  taken  with  William  k  Mary,  I  am  not  so 
good  a  judge  as  our  colleagues  on  the  spot.  They  have  under 
their  eyes  the  workings  of  the  enemies  of  the  University, 
masked  and  unmasked,  and  the  intrigues  of  Richmond,  * 
**********  and 
they  can  hest  see  what  measures  are  most  likely  to  counteract 
these  insidious  designs. 

On  the  question  of  the  removal  I  think  our  particular  friends 
had  better  take  no  active  part,  but  vote  silently  for  or  against 
it,  according  to  their  own  judgment  as  to  the  public  utility ; 
and  if  they  divide  on  the  question,  so  much  the  better,  ] 
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I  am  glad  the  Visitors  and  Professors  have  invoked  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislature,  because  it  is  an  acknowledgment 
of  its  authority,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  to  superintend  and 
control  it,  of  which  I  never  had  a  doubt.  It  is  an  institution 
established  for  the  public  good,  and  not  for  the  personal  emolu- 
ment of  the  professors,  endowed  from  the  public  lands,  and 
organized  bj  the  Executive  functionary,  whose  legal  office  it 
was.  The  acquiescence  of  both  corporations,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Legislature,  removes  what  might  otherwise  have 
been  a  difficulty  with  some.  If  the  question  of  removal  he 
decided  affirmatively,  the  next  is,  how  shall  their  funds  bo  dis- 
posed of  most  advantageously  for  the  State  in  general  ?  These 
are  about  $100,000 — too  much  for  a  secondary  or  local  insti- 
tution. The  giving  a  part  of  them  to  a  school  at  Winchester, 
and  part  to  Hampden  Sidney  is  well,  as  far  as  it  goes ;  but 
does  not  go  far  enough.  Why  should  not  every  part  of  the 
State  participate  equally  of  the  benefit  of  this  reversion  of 
right  which  accrues  to  the  whole  equally?  This  would  be  no 
more  a  violation  of  law  than  the  giving  part  to  a  few.  You 
know  that  the  Kockfish  report  proposed  an  intermediate  grade 
of  schools  between  the  primary  and  the  University,  In  that 
report  the  objects  of  the  middle  schools  are  stated.  See  page 
10  of  the  copy  I  now  enclose  you.  In  these  schools  should  be 
taught  Latin  and  Greek  to  a  good  degree.  French,  also, 
numerical  arithmetic,  the  elements  of  geometry,  surveying, 
navigation,  geography,  the  use  of  tho  globes,  the  outlines  of 
the  solar  system,  and  the  elements  of  natural  philosophy.  Two 
professors  would  suffice  for  these,  to  wit,  one  for  languages,  the 
other  for  so  much  of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy  as  is 
here  proposed.  This  degree  of  education  would  be  adapted  to 
the  circumstances  of  a  very  great  number  of  our  citizens,  who 
being  intended  for  lives  of  business,  would  not  aim  at  an  Uni- 
versity education.  It  would  give  us  a  body  of  yeomanry,  too, 
of  substantial  information,  well  prepared  to  become  a  firm  and 
steady  support  to  the  government.  As  schools  of  ancient  lan- 
guages, too,  they  would  be  preparatories  for  the  University. 
21 
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You  have  now  an  happy  opportunity  of  carrying  tliis  inter- 
mediate eatablisLment  into  execution,  without  laying  o,  cent  of 
tax  on  the  people,  or  taking  one  from  the  treaaury.  Diyide 
the  State  into  college  districts  of  about  eighty  miles  square 
each ;  there  would  be  about  eight  such  districts  below  the  AUe- 
gbany,  and  two  beyond  it,  which  would  be  necessarily  of  larger 
extent,  because  of  the  sparaenosa  of  their  population.  The 
only  advance  these  colleges  would  call  for,  would  be  for  a 
dwelling  house  for  the  teacher,  of  about  §1,200  cost,  and  a 
boarding  house  with  four  or  five  bed  rooms  and  a  school  room, 
for  probably  about  twenty  or  thirty  boys.  The  whole  should 
not  cost  more  than  $5,000 ;  but  the  funds  of  "William  &  Mary 
would  enable  you  to  give  them  $10,000  each.  The  districts 
might  be  so  laid  off  that  the  principal  towns  and  the  academies 
now  existing,  might  form  convenient  sites  for  their  colleges,  as 
for  example,  Williamsburg,  E-ichmond,  Fredericksburg,  Hamp- 
den Sidney,  Lynchburg,  or  Lexington,  Staunton,  Wincliester, 
kc.  Thus,  of  William  &  Mary,  you  will  make  ten  colleges, 
each  as  useful  as  she  ever  was,  leaving  one  in  Williamsburg 
itself,  placing  as  good  a  one  within  a  day's  ride  of  every  man 
in  the  State,  and  yet  our  whole  scheme  of  education  completely 
established.  I  have  said  that  no  advance  is  necessary  but  for 
the  erection  of  buildings  for  these  schools,  because  the  boys 
sent  to  them  would  be  exclusively  of  a  class  of  parents  in  com- 
petent circnmstancea  to  pay  teachers  for  the  education  of  their 
own  children."  The  §10,000  given  to  each  would  afford  a  sur- 
plus to  maintain  by  its  interest  one  or  two  persons,  duly  se- 
lected, for  their  genius,  from  the  primary  schools,  of  those  too 
poor  to  proceed  further  of  their  own  means.  You  will  remem- 
ber, that  of  the  three  bills  I  originally  gave  you,  one  was  for 
these  district  colleges,  and  going  into  the  necessary  details. 
Will  you  not  have  every  member  in  favor  of  this  proposition 
except  those  who  are  for  gobbling  up  the  whole  funds  them- 
selves 5  The  present  professors  might  all  be  employed  in  the 
college  of  Richmond  or  Williamsburg,  or  any  other  they  would 
prefer,  with  reasonable  salaries  in  the  meantime,  until  the  sys- 
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torn  should  get  under  way.  This  oecasion  of  completing  our 
system  of  education  is  a  God-send,  wliioh  ought  not  to  pass 
away  neglected.  Many  may  be  startled  at  the  first  idea,  but 
reflection  on  the  justice  and  advantage  of  the  measure  will 
produce  converts  daily  and  hourly  to  it.  I  certainly  would  not 
propose  that  the  University  should  claim  a  cent  of  these  funds, 
in  competition  with  the  district  colleges. 

Would  it  not  he  better  to  say  nothing  about  the  last  dona- 
tion of  $50,000,  and  endeavor  to  get  the  money  from  Congress, 
and  to  press  for  it  immediately  ?  I  cannot  doubt  their  allowing 
it,  and  it  would  be  much  better  to  get  it  from  them  than  to 
revive  the  displeasure  of  our  own  Legislature. 

You  are  aware  that  we  have  yet  two  professors  to  appoint, 
to  wit ;  of  natural  history  and  moral  philosophy,  and  that  we 
have  no  time  to  lose,  I  propose  that  sueh  of  our  colleagues 
as  are  of  the  Legislature,  should  name  a  day  of  meeting  con- 
venient to  themselves,  and  give  notice  of  it,  by  mail,  to  Mr. 
Madison,  General  Cocke  and  myself;  but  it  should  not  be  till 
the  arrival  of  the  three  professors  expected  at  Norfolk.  On 
their  arrival  only  can  we  publish  the  day  of  opening.  Our 
Richmond  mail-stage  arrives  here  on  Sunday  and  departs  on 
Wednesday,  and  arrives  again  on  Thursday  and  departs  on 
Sunday,  each  affording  two  spare  intervening  days,  and  requir- 
ing from  you  an  absence  of  six  days. 

Mr.  Long,  professor  of  ancient  languages,  is  located  in  his 
apartments  at  the  University.  He  drew,  by  lot,  Pavilion  No. 
T.  He  appears  to  be  a  most  amiable  man,  of  fine  understand- 
ing, well  qualified  for  his  department,  and  acquiring  esteem 
as  fast  as  he  becomes  known.  Indeed,  I  have  great  hopes 
that  the  whole  selection  will  fulfill  our  wishes. 
Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Th:  jEEJimsoN. 

Mr.  Cabdl. 


c.y  Google 


CORBESPONDENCE.  [182i. 


(private.)— T.   J.   TO   J.    C.   C. 

MoNTiOKLLo,  December  22,  1824. 

Dear  SiR,~Let  the  contents  of  ttia  letter  be  known  to  you 
and  myself  only.  We  want  a  professor  of  Ethics.  Mr.  Madi- 
son and  myself  think  with  predilection,  of  George  Tucker,  our 
member  of  Congress.  You  know  him,  however,  better  than 
ive  do.  Can  we  get  a  better  ?  Willhoseive?  You  know  the 
emoluments,  and  that  the  tenure  is  in  fact  for  life,  the  lodg- 
ings comfortable,  the  society  select,  &e.  If  you  approve  of 
him,  you  may  venture  to  propose  it  to  him,  and  ask  him  if  he 
will  accept.  I  say  "you  may  venture,"  because  three  of  us 
could  then  he  counted  on,  and  we  should  surely  get  one,  if  not 
more,  or  all,  of  the  other  four  gentlemen. 

You  will  probably  think  it  due  and  proper  to  shew  my  other 
letter  of  this  date  to  Col.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Gordon,  under 
recommandation  of  due  caution.  For  our  colleagues  with  you, 
it  is  intended  equally  as  for  yourself.  The  measure  of  the 
district  colleges,  if  approved,  had  bettor  be  brought  on  by  some 
one  having  no  relations  with  tho  University. 
Affectionately  yours. 


Jfr.  Cabell 


Th:  Jbi'ferson. 


CLXXX. 

J.  C.  C,    TO  T.  J. 

ElOHMOKD,  3lBt  D 

Dear  Sir, — Your  two  letters  of  22d  instant,  one  of  them 
covering  the  report  from  Rockfish  Gap,  have  safely  arrived, 
and  both  of  them  have  received  my  most  attentive  consideration. 
Your  private  letter  has  been  seen  and  will  be  seen  only  by  my- 
self.    On  29th  inat.  I  wrote  Mr.  Geo.  Tucker  a  letter  iu  con- 
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formity  to  jour  desire,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  After 
the  most  attentive  perusal  of  the  other  letter,  I  took  the  liberty 
to  blot,  so  as  to  render  illegible,  the  following  passage  :  "  As  to 
the  best  course  to  ho  taken  with  William  &  Mary,  I  am  not  so 
good  a  juclge  as  our  colleagues,  on  the  spot;  they  have  under 
their  ejes  the  workings  of  the  enemies  of  the  University, 
masked  and  xmmasked,  and  the  intrigues  of  Richmond  * 

*******.  And  they  can  best  see 
what  measures  are  most  likely  to  counteract  these  insidious 
designs,"  I  thought  this  passage  calculated  to  wound  th* 
feelings  of  some  of  the  persons  to  whom  I  wished  to  shew  the 
letter,  and  to  relinquish  the  defensive  posture  which  I  wished 
to  preserve  in  the  eyes  of  the  General  Assembly,  The  residue 
of  the  letter  was  just  such  a  paper  as  I  had  a  strong  desire  to 
receive  from  you,  and  one  calculated  to  produce  a  powerful 
effect.  Some  days  before  your  letter  arrived,  Dr.  Smith  called 
in  my  absence,  and  mentioned  to  Mrs.  Cabell  that  there  was  a 
letter  in  town  from  Mr.  Madison,  approving  of  the  removal  of 
the  college,  but  did  not  mention  the  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  addressed.  I  called  the  next  morning  on  Doctor 
Smith,  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
letter ;  hut  he  was  not  at  his  lodgings,  and  afterwards  left 
town  before  I  could  see  him;  nor  have  I  been  able  to  hear  any 
thing  further  of  this  letter.  From  the  conversation  between 
Mr.  Madison  and  myself,  at  the  last  meeting  of  our  board,  I 
thought  it  not  improbable  that  such  a  letter  had  been  written. 
Its  effect  on  the  opinion  of  members  would  be  very  great,  unless 
counteracted  by  an  opposite  letter  from  yourself.  However 
disagi-eeable  it  would  be  for  such  a  collision  of  opinion  to  ap- 
pear before  the  public,  yet,  in  the  present  case,  the  public  weal 
would  render  its  disclosure  unavoidable.  Mr.  Madison's  views 
had  a  great  influence  on  my  own  mind,  and  favoring  my  sin- 
cere wish  to  avoid  the  collision  in  which  I  am  engaged  with  so 
many  friends,  for  a  long  time,  they  shook  my  previous  conclu- 
sions, and  were  instrumental  in  inducing  me  to  suggest  the 
compromise  contemplated  when  I  first  arrived  in  this  place. 
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Dr.  Smith'B  discloeure  of  his  plans  before  the  Committee  of 
Schools  and  Colleges,  and  some  other  disclosures,  drove  ms 
back  to  my  first  impressions  on  the  subject ;  and  have  neutral- 
ized my  brother,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Ju<3ge  Carr,  Mr.  Gilmer,  and 
■Governor  Pleasants.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that 
these  gentlemen  are  all  now  in  heart  ivith  us,  after  having 
been  very  zealous  on  the  other  side,  I  shewed  your  letter  to 
Mr.  Johnson,  with  a  copy  of  the  passage  which  I  had  erased, 
with  a  suitiible  explanation  of  T:ay  motives.  His  determined 
support  of  the  removal  made  me  feel  some  hesitation  in  opening 
to  him  all  our  views  on  this  occasion.  Yet  this  candid  course 
seemed  preferable  to  one  of  reserve  and  caution,  towards  one 
who  has  so  often  co-operated  ably  and  zealously  in  our  cause ; 
and,  moreover,  your  letter  required  it.  He  objected  to  the 
course  recommended  on  general  grounds  of  inexpediency,  and 
particularly  on  that  of  its  ineompatibility  with  the  charter.  I 
differed  with  him,  and  we  separated  in  a  friendly  manner.  I 
have  since  shewn  your  letter  to  Mr.  Gordon  and  Col.  Randolph, 
Mr.  Loyall  and  Mr,  Bowyer.  Col.  R.  has  had  it  for  two  days, 
and  has  shewn  it  to  many  friends,  as  he  assures  me,  and  as  I 
have  had  some  occasion  to  perceive,  with  powerful  efTect.  By 
our  exertions  we  had  previously  changed  the  current  in  some 
degree ;  hut  since  the  arrival  of  your  letter,  I  hear  a  great 
change  has  taken  place.  The  bold  step  of  laying  hold  of,  and 
of  dividing  the  funds  of  the  college,  is  one  perhaps  which  we 
shall  be  unable  to  take  at  the  present  session.  The  legal  diffi- 
culties about  the  cliarter,  and  those  connected  with  any  division 
of  the  State  into  districts,  will  probably  throw  the  subject  to 
some  future  session.  But  the  scheme  makes  a  great  impres- 
sion. I  doubt  whether  the  fact  of  your  opinion  on  this  subject 
being  known,  will  not  do  us  much  more  good  than  harm,  and 
am  so  inuch  disposed  to  think  so  that  I  authorized  Col.  Ran- 
dolph, to-day,  to  shew  your  letter  at  his  discretion.  You  can 
scarcely  form  an  idea  of  the  powerful  influence  wliich  this  town 
had  exerted  on  this  subject,  and  of  the  excitement  which  pre- 
vails among  the  warm  advocates  of  the  measure.     Our  leading 
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officers  and  judges  acted  without  due  reflection  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  business,  and  many  of  them  hold  on  in  their 
career.  I  trust  in  God  we  shall  be  able  to  break  down  thia 
measure,  the  ruinous  consequences  of  which  I  now  see  in  lively 
colors.  The  hatred  and  abuse  which  I  bring  on  myself  you 
can  scarcely  imagine.  But  I  know  and  appreciate  your  great 
and  good  views,  and  will  support  you  at  every  sacrifice.  Some- 
times I  sink  on  my  bed,  exhausted  by  my  reflections  and  feel- 
ings; then,  animated  by  the  prospect  of  the  future,  I  spring 
up  with  renovated  life  and  vigor.  *  *  »  *  a^ 
*  *  *  *  The  5th  January  is  fixed  for  the  com- 
mittee to  tako  up  the  subject.  In  the  interim,  Mr.  Grordon 
and  myself  have  agreed  upon  a  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
perty of  the  college,  in  which  the  object  is  to  shew  the  injustice 
of  giving  all  to  thia  place.  Judge  Semple  ia  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  committee  when  it  meets  again,  and  I  antici- 
pate some  benefit  from  his  presence.  Mr.  ****  says  if  the 
measure  should  bo  rejected,  the  board  will  try  the  efi'ect  of  a 
new  organization — they  will  set  up  their  table  in  college,  and 
re-establish  their  grammar  school — and  if  they  do  not  succeed 
in  a  few  years,  they  will  lay  their  charter  on  the  table  of  the 
House  of  Delegates.  This  is  what  I,  for  years  past,  have 
advised  them  to  do ;  but  of  thia  I  could  not  convince  them. 
Your  hand-writing  and  your  letters  have  great  efieet  hero. 
Were  you  to  reinforce  your  letter  to  me  by  another  to  Mr. 
Loyall,  however  short,  it  would  have  considerable  influence. 
As  soon  aa  I  hear  from  Mr.  Tucker  I  will  write  to  you.  I 
need  not  say  that  the  greater  part  of  thia  is  of  a  confidential 
character. 

Ever  and  faitlifully  yours, 

Jos.  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeffersoit. 
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CLXXXI. 

J.    C.    C.    10    T.    J. 

BiCHNosD,  6tli  Janaacy,  1825. 

Dear  Sm, — The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Tucker,  in  reply- 
to  mine,  of  which  you  have  a  copy,  I  send  for  the  perusal  of 
yourself  and  Mr.  Madison  alone.  I  can  see  no  objection  to 
its  communication  thus  far,  although  I  expect  Mr.  Tucker 
wrote  it  with  an  expectation  that  it  would  not  go  beyond  me. 
I  expected  he  would  hesitate  about  accepting  a  situation  which 
would  cut  him  off  from  all  prospect  of  future  promotion.  This 
yery  objection  furnishes  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  of  the 
propriety  of  sending  to  Europe  for  a  large  proportion  of  the 
professors.  I  am  quite  uncertain  what  Mr.  Tucker's  decision 
will  he  ;  when  I  get  his  final  answer  I  will  communicate  it  to 
you.  I  know  not  what  to  say  to  him  aa  to  the  length  of  time 
to  be  allowed  him ;  and  would  wish  to  be  governed  hj  your 
instructions  on  that  head. 

We  hear  nothing  of  the  Competitor.  When  that  ship  arrives 
I  will  call  on  the  other  members  of  the  board  to  fix  a  time  for 
meeting,  as  you  propose.  It  will  be  very  inconvenient  for 
some  of  the  members  to  come  up  in  the  winter.  I  presume 
you  will  not  call  us  together,  unless  there  should  be  a  prospect 
of  filling  the  vacant  professorships,  or  other  good  cause. 

■A  Mr.  Kidd,  of  this  place,  lately  an  editor  of  a  paper,  now 
a  teacher,  has,  through  his  friends,  made  some  advances  with 
a  view  to  induce  me  to  propose  bim  as  Professor  of  Ethics.  I 
replied  that  I  had  reason  to  believe  the  place  was  about  to  be 
engaged  to  another.  Mr.  Kidd  ia  a  Scotchman  by  birth ;  he 
has  traveled  in  Europe ;  and  aeoms  to  he  a  man  of  talents  and 
learning.  But  I  know  too  little  of  him  to  recommend  him. 
Colonel  Randolph  and  Mr.  Madison,  I  expect,  know  much  of 
him. 

The  petition  of  William  &  Mary  has  lost  much  ground  since 
I  last  wrote  you,  I  think  it  will  be  rejected  by  a  large  vote. 
The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Gordon,  ******  has  had 
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even  a  greater  eiFect  than  I  expected.  The  mcmliers  of  the 
corporation  are  divided  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  Judge 
Semple  is  now  before  the  committee,  and  refuses  to  answer  the 
enquiries.  Doctor  Smith  was  willing  to  give  general  answers. 
The  Visitors  in  town,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  approved  of 
Judge  Semple's  course.  This  happened  in  the  committee  yes- 
terday. They  are  now  acting  on  the  same  subject.  The 
.  college  party  will  try  to  get  the  comuaittee  discharged  from 
the  resolution  ;  the  friends  of  the  University,  to  get  them  dis- 
charged from  the  whole  subject.  The  meaanro  proposed  in 
your  letter  is  too  bold  for  the  present  state  of  the  public  mind. 
Wo  will  not  bring  it  forward  as  an  original  proposition ;  but, 
shonld  there  he  occasion,  as  a  substitute  for  the  measure  of 
removal  to  this  place.  Tho  letter  has  had  a  considerable  effect. 
The  hostile  party,  apprised  of  this,  endeavor  to  destroy  its  influ- 
ence, by  reporting  that  you  have  sent  orders  to  the  Assembly 
to  plunder  the  college,  and  bribe  the  difi'erent  parts  of  the 
State.     I  shall  hereafter  shew  the  Jetter  to  very  few. 

I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barbour,  of  the 
Senate,  under  date  of  the  3d  instant,  saying,  "I  had  an  in- 
terview with  tho  chairman,  and  one  of  the  private  members  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  yesterday,  who  presented  me  with 
the  report  and  bill  which  will  be  presented  to-day  to  the  House 
of  Representatives.  They  are  so  far  favorable  as  to  accord  to 
us  the  whole  amount  of  the  interest  actually  paid  by  Virginia 
on  the  loans  negotiated  by  her.  Indeed,  this  is  all  we  think 
prudent  to  ask  for,  as  interest  on  all  tlie  advances  would  be  a 
question  of  great  difficulty,  as  in  the  actual  state  of  opinion 
here  it  might  jeopardize  the  -whole." 

Thus  we  have  our  hopes  kindled  up  again.  Should  this 
money  he  paid,  I  hopo  we  will  proceed,  directly  to  invest  the 
whole  amount  in  books  and  apparatus,  trusting  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  finish  the  rotunda. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 
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CLXXXII. 

[It  will  have  been  obserred  that  the  parties  to  this  coirospooS 
their  gaze  so  intently  filed  on  the  great  object  before  them,  or  on 
and  current  events  cs  tbej  rose,  (i.nd  which  seemed  to  fnior  or  impede  its  at- 
tainment, that  there  was  but  little  time  to  dwell  on  the  motisoa  which  either 
did  or  should  haye  aotnated  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  enterprise.  This, 
and  a  few  of  the  preoediog  letters,  may  afford  an  agreeable  relief  to  their 
general  orgnmentatlTe  or  matter-of-fact  oharncter.  Wb  refer  particularly  to 
ita  oloeing  pfLragcaph,  the  atrnin  of  which  ia  resumed  and  prolonged  in  an- 
other near  the  close  of  tbe  series.  Sea  No.  207,  below,  Saoh  sentimeDts,  not 
put  forth  for  the  nonee,  but  uttsred  in  all  eiaeerity,  as  between  friends  ani 
coadjutors  in  tho  same  oauso,  may  bo  poailered  with  profit  by  the  rising  gen- 
eration of  Htatosmon.] 

T.    J.    TO    J.    C,    0. 

MoMTicELLO,  January  11,  IS25. 
Dear  Sir,~-Wo  are  dreadfully  non-plussed  here  by  the  non- 
arrival  of  our  three  professors.  We  apprehend  that  the  idea 
of  our  opening  on  the  1st  of  February  prevails  so  much  abroad 
(although  we  have  always  mentioned  it  doubtfully,)  as  that 
students  will  assemble  on  that  day,  without  awaiting  the  fur- 
ther notice  promised.  To  send  them  back,  will  be  diacouraging, 
and  to  open  an  Univeraity  without  Mathematics  or  Natural 
Philosophy,  would  bring  on  ua  ridicule  and  disgrace.  We 
therefore  publish  an  advertisement,  stating  that  on  the  arrival 
of  these  Professors,  notice  will  be  given  of  the  day  of  opening 
the  institution. 

Grovernor  Barbour  writes  me  hopefully  of  getting  our  fifty 
thousand  dollars  from  Congress.  The  proposition  has  been 
originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  tho  chairman  of  which  has  prepared  a 
very  favorable  report,  and  a  bill  conformable,  assuming  the 
re-payment  of  all  interest  which  the  State  has  actually  paid. 
Tho  Legislature  will  certainly  owe  to  ua  the  recovery  of  this 
money ;  for  had  they  not  given  it  in  some  measure,  the  rever- 
enced character  of  a  donation  for  the  promotion  of  learning, 
it  would  never  have  been  paid.     It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore. 
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that  the  displeasure  incurrecl  by  wvinging  it  from  them  at  the 
last  session,  will  now  give  way  to  a  contrary  feeling,  and  even 
place  113  on  a  ground  of  some  merit.  Should  this  sentiment 
take  place,  and  the  arrival  of  our  professors  and  filling  of  our 
dormitories  with  students  on  the  1st  of  February,  encourage 
them  to  look  more  favorably  to  us,  perhaps  it  might  dispose 
them  to  enlarge  somewhat  their  order  on  the  same  fund.  You 
observe  the  Proctor  has  stated  in  a  letter  accompanying  our 
report,  that  it  will  take  about  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
more  than  we  have,  to  finish  the  rotunda.  Besides  this,  an 
anatomical  theatre  (costing  about  as  much  as  one  of  our  hotels, 
say  about  five  thousand  dollars,)  ia  indispensable  to  the  school 
of  anatomy.  There  cannot  be  a  single  dissection  until  a  pro- 
per theatre  is  prepared,  giving  an  advantageous  view  of  the 
operation  to  those  within,  ancl  effectually  excluding  observa- 
tion from  without.  Either  the  additional  sums  therefore  of 
twenty-five  and  five  thousand  dollars  will  be  wanting,  or  we 
must  be  permitted  to  apply  five  of  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  to 
a  theatre,  leaving  the  rotunda  unfinished  for  the  present.  Yet 
I  should  think  neither  object  an  equivalent  for  renewing  the 
displeasure  of  the  Legislature.  Unless  we  can  carry  their 
hearty  patronage  with  us,  the  institution  can  never  flourish.  I 
would  not,  therefore,  hint  at  this  additional  aid,  unless  it  were 
agreeable  to  our  friends  generally,  and  tolerably  sure  of  being 
carried  without  irritation. 

In  your  letter  of  December  31,  you  say  my  hand-writing 
and  my  letters  have  great  efl'ect  there,  i.  e.,  at  Richmond.  I 
am  sensible,  my  dear  sir,  of  the  kindness  with  which  this  en- 
couragement is  held  up  to  me ;  but  mj  views  of  their  effect 
are  very  different.  When  I  retired  from  the  administration  of 
public  affairs,  I  thought  I  saw  some  evidence  that  I  retired 
with  a  good  tiegree  of  public  favor,  and  that  my  conduct  in 
ofiice  had  been  considered,  by  the  one  party  at  least,  with 
approbation,  and  with  acquiescence  by  the  other.  But  the 
attempt  in  which  I  have  embarked  so  earnestly  to  procure  an 
improvement    in   the    moral  condition   of  my   native    State, 
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altliougli  in  other  States  it  may  have  strengthened  good  dispo- 
sitions, it  has  certainly  ireakened  them  in  our  own.  The 
attempt  ran  foul  of  so  many  local  interests,  of  so  many  perso- 
nal vie'vrs,  and  of  so  much  ignorance,  and  I  have  been  consid- 
ered as  so  particularly  its  promoter,  that  I  see  evidently  a 
great  change  of  sentiment  towards  myself.  I  cannot  doubt  ita 
having  dissatisfied  with  myself  a  respectable  minority,  if  not  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  I  feel  it  deeply  and 
very  discouragingly,  yet  I  shall  not  give  way.  I  have  ever 
found  in  my  progress  through  life,  that,  acting  for  tho  public, 
if  we  do  always  what  is  right,  the  approbal;ion  denied  in  the 
beginning  will  surely  follow  us  in  the  end.  It  is  from  poster- 
ity, we  are  to  expect  remuneration  for  the  sacrifice  we  are 
making  for  their  service,  of  time,  quiet,  and  present  good  will. 
And  I  fear  not  the  appeal.  The  multitude  of  fine  young  men 
who  will  feel  that  they  owe  to  us  the  elevation  of  mind,  of 
cbaracter,  and  station,  they  shall  be  able  to  attain  from  the 
result  of  our  efforts,  will  ensure  ws  their  remembrance  with 
gratitude.  We  will  not  then  "bo  weary  in  well  doing,"  Usque 
ad  aras  amicus  tuus. 

Tn:  Jefpersok. 
Mr.  Cabeil. 
P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  I  received  youra  of  the  6th. 


J.  c.  c.  xo  T.  J. 

Richmond,  January  16,  182S, 
Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  favor  of  11th 
instant.  I  have  but  little  time  now  to  answer  you.  I  am 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  party  in  favor  of  the  removal  of 
the  college  have  gained  ground  very  much  since  the  date  of 
my  last ;  insomuch  that  I  now  have  the  greatest  apprehensions 
of  their  success.  ***** 
Yet  I  will  not  despair.     I  will  contend  to  the  last  mcmcnt, 
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and  if  we  are  vanquished,  my  skirts  will  be  clear  of  all  blame. 
There  is  one  plan  by  which  they  may  yet  be  defeated.  It  ia 
to  bring  forward  a  bill  to  divide  the  funds  of  William  &  Mary, 
on  the  plan  you  propose,  as  a  substitute  for  their  bill  for 
removing  the  college,  towards  the  latter  readings  of  the  bill  ia 
the  House  of  Delegates.  On  the  passage,  the  substitute 
would  probably  prevail ;  or  a  majority  would  agree  to  let  both 
bills  lie  over  till  another  session.  Delay  is  all  we  want,  so  as 
to  get  the  representatives  of  the  people  out  of  the  Richmond 
parties,  and  to  give  the  people  power  to  act.  I,  therefore, 
my  dear  sir,  invoke  your  aid  in  drawing  such  a  bill  as  will  suit 
the  purpose.  You  alone  can  prepare  a  bill  that  will  enable  us 
to  vanquish  the  host  opposed  to  us.  If  you  wish  mo  not  to  make 
you  known  as  the  author,  I  will  not  do  so.  But  I  am  very  sure 
that  so  far  from  its  doing  you  or  your  friends  injury,  it  is  the 
only  way  to  save  the  State.  I  beseech  you  to  prepare  one 
immediately,  and  send  it  as  quickly  as  possible  by  the  mail. 
We  will  keep  the  subject  on  the  carpet  long  enough  for  the 
bill  to  get  bore.  It  is  known  that  you  prefer  a  division  to 
removal ;  and  no  injury  can  arise  to  you,  in  any  way,  for 
drawing  the  bill.  It  is  all  important  that  you  should  furnish 
us  this  weapon  on  this  occasion.  I  send  you  a  printed  copy  of 
your  bill  for  public  iustruction,  to  eiiable  you  to  execute  the 
draft  with  less  trouble.  Let  the  funds  be  equally  divided 
among  the  districts,  whatever  they  may  be,  to  be  augmented 
from  the  literary  fund ;  the  donations  to  old  colleges  to  be  re- 
vocable at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature,  if  they  will  not  sur- 
render their  old  and  take  new  charters.  Let  tho  number  of 
districts  he  as  small  as  due  regard  to  localities  will  admit.  As 
to  details,  you  will  be  the  best  judge  of  them.  I  think  the 
representatives  will  pause  before  they  give  away  the  rights 
and  interests  of  their  constituents.  Great  excitement  prevaUa. 
No  wonder,  when  ******  are  all  united.  Give  me  but 
this  bill,  and  I  think  I  will  yet  defeat  them. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


c.y  Google 


[1825. 


MosTiCKLLO,  Jivnnarj  19,  1825. 
Dear  Sir, — You  know  tliat  tlie  arrearages  of  our  subscrip- 
tioQS  were  appropriated  particularly  to  the  works  of  the  ro- 
tunda, but  they  come  in  most  tardily,  and  will  never  be 
reeeiTed  but  on  suits,  which  we  determine  to  commenco  against 
every  man  in  arrears  in  time  for  the  March  courts.  I3ut  this 
will  be  3,  chase  of  a  couple  of  years,  and  in  the  mean  time  Mr. 
Erockenbrough  is  in  the  utmost  distress  for  about  ^5,000  due 
on  account  of  tho  rotunda.  The  bant  is  willing  to  lend  us 
this  sum  for  two  years,  and  to  receive  the  gradual  payments  as 
they  come  in  by  ccUection,  if  such  a  measure  is  sanctioned  by 
the  Board  of  Visitors.  But  the  money  is  wanting  immedi- 
ately, and  the  Board  cannot  meet  immediately.  Mr.  Garrett 
goes  down  on  this  business,  and  thinks  that  if  the  Yisitors  now 
in  Richmond  will  sign  a  note  assuring  the  bank  that  they  will 
sanction  the  transaction  by  a  vote  at  our  first  meeting,  the 
bank  will,  on  this  assurance,  advance  the  money.  I  wish  you 
to  explain  this  to  our  colleagues ;  and  if  they  approve  of  it, 
that  they  will  enable  Mr.  Garrett  to  effect  the  negotiation. 
Should  our  professors  not  arrive  before  the  Legislature  rises, 
it  is  indispensable  then  to  have  a  meeting,  as  well  for  the 
appointment  of  two  or  perhaps  three  professors,  still  wanting 
to  make  up  our  eomploment,  as  for  other  objects.  Of  the  par- 
ticular day,  you  will,  of  course,  have  to  give  timely  notice  hy. 
mail  to  Mr.  Madison  and  Gen.  Cocke. 
Affectionately  yours, 

Tn;  Jepfeeson. 

Mr.  Cabdl. 
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T.  J.   TO  J,  C,  0. 

MoNTVCELLo,  JiBUiiry  22,  1825. 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  favor  of  the  ICth  yesterday  at 
noon,  and  immediately  turned  in  on  tlie  tasl;  it  prescribed  to 
me,  in  order  that  I  might  get  it  into  the  mail  which  is  made 
up  this  evening.  I  am  so  worn  down  by  the  drudgery,  that  I 
can  write  little  now.  The  bill  is  most  hastily  drawn,  and  will 
need  your  severe  amendment.*  I  have  said  nothing  of  the 
manner  of  obtaining  an  account  of  the  funds  of  the  college, 
because  I  believe  a  committee  has  that  subject  before  them : 
nor  yet  of  the  manner  of  disposing  of  these  funds,  whether  hy 
keeping  them  in  their  present  form,  or  converting  them  into 
stock  or  cash,  because  I  know  too  little  of  them.  I  have  not 
meddled  with  the  Lexington  academy,  because  it  is  a  mere 
private  institution,  founded  by  Gren.  Washington  with  property 
made  completely  hia  own.  Its  case  is  therefore  totally  dif- 
ferent from  the  public  institution  of  William  &  Mary.  Fore- 
seeing that  Hampden  Sidney  will  not  consent  to  accept  of  the 
new  character  proposed  for  her,  I  have  provided  for  a  substi- 
tute in  Nottoway,  as  more  equally  distant  from  the  colleges  of 
Kichmond  and  Lynchburg,  and  reasonably  so  from  Hampden 
Sidney.  I  have  avoided  laying  off  districts  as  unnecessary 
and  liable  to  contest.     I  am  quite  exhausted,  but  ever  yours, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
Mr.  CaieU. 


*  For  this  bill  see  Appendis  0,  (a.) 
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J,  C.  C.  TO   T.  J. 

RioHMosD,  28tli  Jannary,  1825. 
Dear  Sir, — ^Yours  of  22d  covering  your  bill  ia  received, 
and  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  most  heartfelt  thanks.  I  have 
held  a  conferenoo  on  it  with  some  of  our  friends,  and  I  think 
it  ^ill  be  a  powerful  inatrument  in  our  hands.  Our  friends  in 
the  other  House  were  committed  to  the  Williamsburg  party  to 
vote,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  postponement.  Then  they 
■will  be  free.  If  that  question  should  not  be  carried,  your  bill 
will  be  ready.  I  shall  keep  it  as  private  as  possible.  The 
opposite  party  are  triumphing  in  anticipation,  but  I  think  we 
will  yet  defeat  them.  In  the  Whig  of  the  18th  and  21st,  yon 
will  see  the  funds  of  William  &  Mary,  and  tho  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  in  the  case  of  Bracken  and  the  College, 
published  by  myself,  with  explanatory  remarks.  In  one  of  the 
Tuesday's  papers,  I  shall  publish  again.  Doctor  Smith  is  to 
appear  at  tho  bar  of  the  House  on  Monday.  I  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  college  documents  which  have  just  appeared.  I 
refer  yon  to  Mr.  Garrett  for  news. 
Faithfully  yours, 


Mr.  J-f/«-5 


C.  Cabell. 


CLXXXYII. 

J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

Richmond,  30Hi  January,  1825. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  greatly  relieved  by  finding  from  a 
Norfolk  paper  that  the  ship  Competitor  was  at  Plymouth  on 
the  5th  December.  I  had  given  them  op  as  lost  in  the  gale  of 
the  last  of  October,  and  myself  almost  to  despair.  I  now 
hope  all  is  safe.     I  think  there  is  a  majority  for  moving  the 
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college ;  but  I  a.m  confident  the  plan  of  cplitting  up  the  funds 
will  succeed,  if  the  opposite  party  should  not  be  able  to  put 
down  entirely  the  idea  of  our  power.  I  have  long  foreseen 
the  direction  this  subject  would  finally  take,  and  I  have  sought 
to  bring  it  to  this.  It  will  turn  on  the  principles  of  the  Dart- 
mouth decision.  All  the  leading  lawyers  of  both  houses  are 
against  us.  I  fear  we  shall  be  unable  to  get  up  any  thing  like 
a  law  argnment.  Here  is  now  our  greatest  danger.  The  col- 
lege party  will  endeavor  to  show  that  donations  from  the  crown 
stand  on  the  footing  of  donations  from  individuals.  If  you  can 
BHggesfc  any  authorities  or  ideas  that  would  aid  as  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  would  render  a  great  service,  as  the  discussion  will  per- 
haps last  long  enough.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
three  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  are  with  us. 
Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeferson. 


3.   C.   C.   TO   T.   J. 

RrcnMOND,  3(1  Fobruary,  182-5. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  taken  the  liberty  in  my  publication 
under  the  signature  of  "A  Friend  of  Science"*  in  the  Consti- 
tutional Whig  of  Tuesday,  more  correctly  printed  in  the  En- 
quirer of  to-day,  to  give  to  the  public  your  letter  to  me  from 
Poplar  Forest,  in  the  year  1817,  and  in  doing  so,  I  hope  I 
have  taken  no  improper  liberty.  I  saw  the  gathering  necessity 
of  setting  up  the  colleges  against  the  Richmond  party,  and  it 
was  requiaite  to  show  your  former  plans,  and  our  efforts  to  sus- 
tain them.     I  am  inclined  to  think  the  course  will  produce  a 


*  Ttia  paper  ond  th«  eorreapondenoe  witii  Pi-esident  Smith,  whioii  grew  Oiit 
of  it,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  snhject,  are  rc-printed  in  tlie  Ap- 
pendis  0,  (b)  (o.)  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinion  of  the  validity  of  t'jo  argnmont  is 
giTett  in  Letter  210. 

22 
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considerable  effect.  The  public  mind  is  scarcely  prepared  for 
so  bold  a  measure ;  but  if  I  am  not  miatakeu,  it  will  enable  us 
to  defeat  tiie  scheme  of  removal  to  this  place.  The  discussion 
on  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Jones  from  York,  has  been  progress- 
ing for  some  days.  To-day  Mr.  Morris,  of  Hanover,  spoke 
for  some  hours,  and  exerted  his  utmost  power  to  carry  the 
removal.  Mr.  Upshur,  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  followed,  and 
half  finished  a  speech  cf  great  power  and  ability.  lie  will 
conclude  to-morrow.  He  attacked  the  administration  of  the 
college  as  the  real  cause  of  its  present  situation.  He  dwelt 
on  the  tyranny  of  the  statute  compelling  the  students  to  give 
evidence  against  their  fellows,  with  very  great  effect.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  he  will  settle  tho  question,  and  that  we  shall  have 
no  opportunity  to  bring  in  our  bill.  I  am  told  Mr.  Gilmer  has 
a  third  time  declined  the  appointment  to  the  law  chair.  I 
wish  you  would  make  enquiries  (if  you  have  not  otherivise 
made  up  your  mind,)  relative  to  the  qualifications  of  Chan- 
cellor Tucker.  From  the  best  sources  of  information,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  he  has  prepared  himself  very  ably  to  lecture 
on  law,  and  upon  the  whole,  I  suspect  he  would  make  a  popu- 
lar and  good  appointment.  There  is  nothing  in  my  private 
relations  with  him,  that  would  induce  me  to  wish  him  appointed, 
if  he  is  not  the  best  that  could  be  chosen.  Perhaps  you  have 
made  up  your  mind.  If  you  have  not,  I  would  be  glad  if  you 
would  make  enquiries.  It  will  be  difficult  to  fill  the  law  chair 
well,  unless  perhaps  a  judicial  station  were  combined  with  it ; 
and  yet  an  interference  should  he,  as  far  as  possible,  avoided. 
Suppose  a  small  chancery  district,  consisting  of  the  counties  of 
Albemarle,  Orange,  Louisa,  Fluvanna,  and  Nelson,  were  crea- 
ted, and  the  Professor  of  Law  made  Chancellor  of  this  dis- 
trict. The  combination  would  he  enticing  to  the  first  order  of 
men,  I  throw  these  hints  out  for  consideration. 
Ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 
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T.  J.    TO    J.  C.  C, 

MoKTiCBLio,  Fobniarj'  H,  1825. 

Dear  Sir, — Although  our  professovs  were  on  the  5tli  of 
December  still  in  an  English  port,  that  they  were  safe  raises  me 
from  the  dea<J;  for  I  ivas  almost  ready  to  give  up  the  ship. 
That  was  eight  weeks  ago,  and  they  may  therefore  be  daily 
expected. 

In  most  public  seminaries,  text-books  are  prescribed  to  each 
of  the  several  schools,  a3  the  norma  docendi  in  that  school; 
and  this  is  generally  done  by  authority  of  the  trustees.  I 
should  not  propose  this  generally  in  our  University,  because,  I 
believe  none  of  us  are  so  much  at  the  heights  of  science  in  the 
several  branches  as  to  undertake  this;  and  therefore  that  it 
will  be  better  left  to  the  professors,  unti!  occasion  of  interfer- 
ence shall  be  given.  But  there  is  one  branch  in  which  we  are 
the  best  judges,  in  which  heresies  may  bo  taught,  of  so  inte- 
resting a  character  to  our  own  State,  and  to  the  United  States, 
as  to  make  it  a  duty  in  us  to  lay  down  tho  principles  which 
shall  bo  taught.  It  is  that  of  government.  Mr.  Gilmer  be- 
ing withdrawn,  we  know  not  who  his  successor  may  be.  He 
may  be  a  Richmond  lawyer,  or  one  of  that  school  of  quondam 
federalism,  now  consolidation.  It  is  our  duty  to  guard  against 
the  dissemination  of  such  principles  among  our  youth,  and  the 
diffusion  of  tbat  poison,  by  a  previous  prescription  of  the  texts 
to  be  followed  in  their  discourses.  I  therefore  inclose  you  a 
resolution  whicli  I  think  of  proposing  at  our  next  meeting ; 
strictly  confiding  it  to  your  own  knowledge  alone  and  to  that 
of  Mr.  Loyall,  to  whom  you  may  communicate  it,  as  I  am  sure 
it  harmonizes  with  his  principles.  I  wish  it  kept  to  ourselves, 
because  I  have  always  found  that  tho  less  such  things  are 
spoken  of  before  hand,  tho  less  obstruction  is  contrived  to  be 
thrown  in  their  way.     I  have  communicated  it  to  Mr.  Madison. 

Should  the  bill  for  district  colleges  pass  in  the  end,  our 


c.y  Google 


340  COKRESPONDENCB.  [1825. 

scheme  of  education  will  be  complete.  But  tlie  branch  of  pri- 
mary schools  may  need  attention,  and  should  be  brought,  liko 
the  rest,  to  the  forum  of  the  Legislature,  The  Governor,  in 
his  annual  message,  gives  a  favorable  account  of  them  in  the 
Iniop.  But  this  is  not  sufficient.  "We  should  know  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  establishing  these  schools  more  in  detail.  Wo 
should  know  how  much  money  is  furnished ,  to  each  countj 
evei'j.year,  and  how  ranch  edncation  it  distributee  every  year; 
and  such  a  statement  should  he  laid  before  the  Legislature 
every  year.  The  sum  of  edncation  rendered  in  each  county 
in  every  year  should  be  estimated  by  adding  together  the  num- 
ber of  months  which  each  scholar  attended,  ^nd  stating  the 
sum  total  cf  the  months  which  all  of  them  together  attended. 
E.  g.,  if  in  any  county  one  scholar  attended  two  months,  three 
others  four  months  each,  eight  others  six  months  each,  then 
the  sum  of  these  added  together  will  mate  sixty-two  months  of 
schooling  afforded  in  the  county  that  year,  and  the  number  of 
sixty-two  months  entered  in  a  table  opposite  to  the  name  of 
the  county  gives  a  satisfactory  idea  of  the  sum  or  quantum 
of  education  it  rendered  in  that  year.  This  will  enable  us  to 
take  many  interesting  and  important  views  of  the  suf&ciency 
of  the  plan  established,  and  of  the  amendments  necessary  to 
produce  the  greatest  effect.  I  enclose  a  form  of  the  table 
which  should  be  required,  in  which  you  will,  of  course,  be  sen- 
sible that  the  numbers  entered  are  at  haphazard,  and  exempli 
gratid,  as  I  know  nothing  of  the  sums  furnished  or  quantum  of 
education  rendered  in  each  or  any  county.  I  send  also  the 
form  of  such  a  resolution  as  should  be  passed  by  the  one  or 
the  other  House,  perhaps  better  by  the  lower  one,  and  to  be 
moved  by  some  member  in  nowise  connected  with  us;  for  the 
less  we  appear  before  the  House,  the  less  we  shall  excite  dis- 
satisfaction. 

I  mentioned  to  you  formerly  our  want  of  an  anatomical  hal! 
for  diaaection.  But  if  we  get  the  $60,000  from  Congress,  we 
can  charge  to  that  as  the  library  fund  the  §6,000  of  the  build- 
ing fund  which  we  have  advanced  for  it  in  books  and  apparatus, 
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aod  re-pa/ing  from  the  former  the  $6,000  due  to  the  latter, 
apply  so  much  of  it  ae  is  necessary  to  the  anatomical  buikling. 
No  application  on  the  subject  need,  therefore,  be  made  to  our 
Legislature;     but    I    hear    nothing    of    our    prospects    heforo 


Yours,  affectionately, 


Tii:   jEFFfilU 


J.  c.  C,  TO   T.  J. 

RiciiMOKD,  7tli  FtbraaiT,  1825. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  happy  to  inform  you  tbat  our  efforts  have 
eventuated  in  success,  and  that  the  College  party  have  been 
defeated  in  the  House  of  Delegates  by  a  majority  of  24.  You 
need  not  give  yourself  any  further  trouble  on.  tliis  subject. 
Our  friends  and  myself  concur  in  thinking  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  bring  in  the  bill  for  dividing  the  funds  of  the  col- 
lege. The  public  mind  is  not  prepared  for  so  bold  a  measure. 
It  is  my  impression,  however,  that  the  division  must  take  place 
sooner  or  later.  ******** 
*  *  *  *  I  thinlc  of  making  up  a  pamphlet  on  this 
subject,  with  the  view  of  preparing  the  public  mind,  and  of 
publishing  your  bill  for  consideration,  without  naming  you  as 
the  author.  It  is  necessary  now  to  provide  for  another  con- 
test. *««****** 
We  stall  want  funds  nest  winter,  and  must  shake  off  this  oppo- 
sition. My  friends  assure  mo  that  the  essay  under  the  signa- 
ture of  "  A  Friend  of  Science,"  with  the  extracts  from  your 
letter  and  bill,  bad  all  the  effect  I  could  possibly  desire.  It 
broke  the  ranks  of  the  opposition  completely.  The  delegates 
made  a  pretest  of  tyranny  at  the  college,  but  tbe  real  truth  is, 
they  found  there  was  a  master  at  borne,  who  would  call  them 
to  account.     Rest  assured,  my  dear  sir,  that  Richmond  is  now 
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Aors  de  comiat.  «  *         *  w  «  *  * 

*  *  *  We  have  the  country  completely  oa  our  side. 
The  idea  of  the  country  colleges  will  bear  down  all  opposition. 
**********  * 

In  order  to  counteract  the  opposition  of  Richmond,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  dispose  the  public  mind  more  and  more  towards  the 
general  aystein.  This  will  he  my  object  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 

I  write  in  great  haste,  and  under  the  influence  of  that  las- 
situde which  I  always  feel  for  some  days  after  a  contest  like 
this.* 

Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jcfa-son. 


*  The  Virgioift  reader  needs  not  to  be  fold  tbat  witli  the  defeat  of  this  pro- 
position before  tie  Legislature,  it  fell  not  agiun  to  be  reviTsd.  The  College  of 
William  &  Mary  remains  at  the  old  "Middle  Plantation,"  the  site  of  our  an- 
cient metropolis,  and  is  BtiU  the  principal  link  which  unites  our  modern 
Listorj  and  aaaooiatiooa  with  those  ol  Colouial  times.  With  the  improTed 
agrionlture  of  lower  Virginia,  and  some  modifloations  in  its  government  and 

Ourrienlmn  of  studies,  it  has  again  floorisLed.  And  none,  wo  ore  confident, 
felt  more  satisfaction  in  this  renewed  prosperity  of  his  yenerable  Alma  Mater, 
or  more  sincerely  wished  that  it  might  long  oontinue  to  diffuse  the  blessinga 
of  education  lirough  that  quarter  of  the  State,  than  did  Mr.  Cabell.  A 
highly  respectable  Collegiata  Institution,  under  the  anspioes  of  the  Baptist 
denominaljon,  and  a  Medical  School — which,  though  a  roluatary  association, 
has  received  matBrial  aid  from  the  Staf« — haTB  both  been  established  at  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  Eichmond.  The  two  former,  like  the  other  colleges  of  fir- 
ginift,  littve  been  auxiliaries  to,  rather  tban  rivals  of,  the  University ;  and  the 
last  has  attained  a  creditable  position,  'without  preventing  the  Medical  School 
of  the  State  front  receiving  that  patronage  to  which  she  would  seem  ta  be 
entitled  by  the  advantages  of  her  alliance  with  other  schools  of  science — the 
want  of  which  must  oontinue  to  be  felt  by  any  isolated  institution.  These 
gratifying  resnltE  indiente  a  decided  advance  in  tie  wealth  of  the  State,  or  an 
increased  disposition  to  cspend  a  part  of  it  for  purposes  of  educatioii,  or  both. 
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[Ketrospeolive.      MenUon  of  the  FaitWul,  as  in  Letters  88,  118,  138,  149.] 
J.  C.  C.  '10  T.  J. 

EiOMMOND,  llth  Februaiy,  1825 
DsAK  SiK,— Your  favov  of  3d  inst.  has  been  duly  received, 
and  jour  requests  attended  to.  Both  the  letter  and  the  en- 
closed resolutiona  have  been  shewn  to  Mr.  Loyall,  and  to  him 
alone.  He  will  unite  in  supporting  the  resolution  relative  to 
the  text^books  on  government.  It  would  be  very  agreeable  to 
us  to  know  the  time  of  our  next  meeting;  but  I  suppose  it  is 
impossible  to  place  it  on  a  footing  of  greater  certainty  than 
was  done  by  your  former  'letter  on  this  subject.  I  fear  the 
Competitor  will  not  arrive  before  the  rising  of  the  Assembly, 
which  will  be  some  time  next  week.  In  that  event,  wo  shall 
all  disperse,  and  a  regular  call  will  bo  necessary.  If  the  Com- 
petitor arrives  before  the  Assembly  rises,  Mr.  Loyall  and 
myself  will  come  up  from  this  place,  probably  in  the  Friday's 
stage,  by  the  way  of  New  Canton.  Since  I  last  wrote  yon,  I 
have  abandoned  the  idea  of  publishing  a  pamphlet  on  the  sub- 
ject of  William  &  Mary,  as  my  friends  here  have  persuaded 
me  that  so  much  activity  on  the  part  of  a  friend  of  the  Uni- 
versity, would  be  injurious  to  that  institution.  Having  defeated 
the  college  party  on  the  question  relative  to  Jones'  substitute, 
no  opportunity  was  afforded  of  offering  your  bill  as  a  substi- 
tute ;  and  I  am  advised  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  press  the 
subject  in  the  form  of  a  separate  and  independent  bill  at  this 
time,  and  that  it  would  he  best  to  hold  up  your  bill  till  another 
session.  Perhaps  we  had  better  suffer  the  subject  to  sleep;  the 
country  scheme  will  be  carried  against  the  town  at  any  time. 
I  will  bring  the  bill  with  me  to  Monticello.  Your  resolution 
relative  to  the  primary  schools,  calling  for  information  for 
anterior  years,  could  not  be  complied  with,  the  school  commis- 
sioners not  having  reported  in  a  form  to  enable  the  Board  to 
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make  such  a  report  for  the  years  gone  by.  On  conversation 
with  Mr.  Brown,  the  Second  Auditor,  I  amended  the  resolu- 
tion so  as  to  maJie  it  apply  to  the  current  and  future  years,  and 
to  compel  the  county  commissioners  to  report.  These  altera- 
tions, I  supposed,  would  be  desired  by  yourself,  were  you 
apprised  of  the  difficulties  as  to  past  years.  Thug  amended, 
the  resolution  was  yesterday  handed  to  Mr.  Loyall,  who  will 
bring  it  in  to-day. 

Judge  Broote  has,  throughout  the  discussions  on  the  College 
question,  discovered  the  utmost  anxiety  to  sustain  your  views, 
and  to  accomplish  your  desires.  He  has  been  a  powerful 
friend.  On  the  College  question,  Goochland,  Nelson  and  Am- 
herst were  divided.  Fluvanna  and  Albemarle  voted  on  oppo- 
site sides.  Our  most  active  friends  {besides  the  College  party 
from  below  opposed  to  removal)  were  Col.  Randolph,  Mr.  Gor- 
don, Mr.  Loyall,  Mr.  Eowyer  and  Col.  Benjamin  Cabell,  from 
Pittsylvania.  The  last  is  a  very  popular  young  man,  and  by 
his  influence  wc  obtained  a  much  stronger  vote  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  State  than  we  have  ever  had  before.  I  am  now 
excommunicated  in  Richmond. 

I  fear  my  vote  relative  to  the  Convention  question  will  be 
injurious  to  me  in  my  district.  The  subject  Las  cost  me  much 
uneasiness,  I  do  not  entertain  those  extensive  apprehensions 
which  some  discover  upon  this  subject.  Yet  I  cannot  sec  any 
great  inconveniences  existing  under  the  present  form  of  our  gov- 
ernment. The  public  mind  is  greatly  divided  upon  many  other 
subjects,  and  I  do  not  see  the  prudence  or  propriety  of  adding 
at  this  time  to  the  causes  of  agitation.  The  majority  of  my 
district,  I  really  believe,  would,  upon  a  full  discussion  of  the 
question,  vote  against  a  Convention,  As  a  representative,  I 
hold  myself  under  the  control  of  the  will  of  my  constituents. 
Should  I  continue  in  the  Senate,  and  be  satisfied  that  the  peo- 
ple would  desire  a  Convention,  I  would  vote  for  one. 
Faithfully  yours, 

JoH.   C.  Cabell. 
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P.  S.  Since  the  preceding  was  written,  I  am  informed  that 
******  and  certain  other  delegates  from  my  district  are  con- 
sulting together  with  the  view  of  having  me  turned  out  of  the 
Senate.  Probably  Richmond  has  something  to  do  in  this  Tiuai- 
I108S.  I  shall  be  able  to  shew  that  I  had  reason  to  believe  that 
the  sense  of  the  counties  of  Nelson  and  Fluvanna  was  not 
fairly  taken  on  the  subject  of  a  Convention.  I  would  not  wish 
to  remain  in  the  Senate  one  moment  against  the  wishes  of  my 
constituents.  I  should  have  left  it  long  ago,  but  from  my  de- 
sire to  support  your  views  relative  to  our  literary  institutions. 
I  was  consulting  with  my  friends,  Gen.  Coclce  and  my  brother, 
reJativG  to  the  expediency  of  my  withdrawing,  when  the  infor- 
mation above  referred  to  was  communicated  to  mc.  Should 
******  set  up  opposition  to  me,  and  more  especially  if  he 
should  bo  the  opponent,  I  will  certainly  not  withdraw.  I  never 
have,  and  never  will,  disobey  the  settled  wishes  of  my  constit- 
uents. In  the  case  of  the  bill  subjecting  students  of  semina- 
ries to  militia  duty,  I  publicly  in  the  Senate  preferred  the 
opinion  of  my  district  to  my  own,  and  in  that  case  there  was 
no  instruction.  The  question  of  a  Convention  is  one  in  vihich 
I  regarded  my  district  as  feeling  littlo  or  no  interest.  My 
whole  time  and  all  my  faculties  have  been  devoted  to  the  defeat 
of  our  enemies  in  another  quarter.  Believe  me,  that  enemy 
will  rise  again,  and  harass  us  for  years  to  come.  Should  oppo- 
sition be  set  up,  the  disadvantage  of  my  vote  on  the  Conven- 
tion may  be  obviated,  if  my  friends  should  desire  it,  by  having 
the  vote  of  the  freeholders  taken  at  the  polls  in  the  spring, 
and  I  would  certainly  obey  the  instructions  of  my  constituents. 
Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cahell. 
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BiCHMONB,  mil  February,  1825. 
DeaB  Sib, — In  my  letter  of  this  morning  I  forgot  to  men- 
tion that  I  had  sent  you  by  the  mail  an  extra  copy  of  the 
documents  relatiye  to  our  interest  claim,  transmitted  by  the 
Governor  to  the  Assembly  at  the  commencement  of  the  Bession. 
Mr.  Loyall  strongly  recommends  that  you  should  send  these 
documents  to  Mr.  Tazewell,  with  a.  note  of  request  that  he 
would  pay  particular  attention  to  the  subject.  It  is  now  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  we  Bho«ld  succeed  at  Washington; 
as  by  the  rejection  of  the  College  measure  we  have  added  some 
very  strong  and  active  enemies  to  the  opposition. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

JoSEru  C.  Caiell. 
Mr.  Jfffcnon. 


J.   C.   C.    TO   1.   J, 

BioHUOND,  lath  Febraiiry,  1825. 

Dbae  Sir, — You  have  no  doubt  already  been  informed  of 
the  arrival  of  the  three  additional  professors  at  this  place.  I 
have  had  a  short  interview,  and  am  much  pleased  with  them. 
Mr.  Gilmer's  selection  thus  far  gives  me  great  satisfaction. 

Mr,  Johnson,  Mr.  Loyall  and  myself,  in  conformity  to  your 
instructions,  have  fixed  on  a  day  for  the  meeting  of  the  Board, 
and  for  that  purpose  have  selected  the  fourth  of  March,  which 
I  hope  will  be  agreeable  to  yourself  and  the  other  gentlemen. 
I  shall  call  on  Gen,  Ooclte  on  my  way  home,  which  will  render 
it  unnecessary  for  you  to  write  to  him. 
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The  professors  will  leave  this  for  Charlottesville  in  the  Wed- 
nesday's stage. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 


Mr.  J<!f. 


C.  Caeell. 


J.    C.    C.    TO    T.    J. 

RloHMOMB,  21 3t  Febraarj,  1826. 
Dear  Sir, — In  adverting  in  a  late  letter  to  Mr.  Gilaser's 
determination  not  to  accept  the  Law  chair,  I  requested  you  to 
make  enquiries  relative  to  Gen.  Tucker,  of  whose  lectures  at 
Winchester  I  had  received  so  favorable  an  account  as  to  induce 
me  to  think  he  would  he  a  suitable  and  popular  appointment. 
It  is  incumbent  on  me  now  to  withdraw  the  suggestion,  as 
Judge  Tucker,  to  whom  I  wrote  on  the  subject,  informs  me 
that  his  son  would  be  unwilling  to  leave  Winchester,  where  he 
has  property,  family  tics,  and  a  valuable  office,  which  he  would 
be  compelled  to  relinquish.  No  other  communication,  direct  or 
indirect,  has  transpired  between  myself  and  Gen.  Tucker,  to 
whom  I  have  not  written,  nor  from  whom  have  I  received,  a 
line  on  the  subject,  I  confidentially  communicated  to  Mr. 
Coalter  tho  purport  of  my  letter  to  you,  who  I  have  reason  to 
believe  wrote  to  General  Tucker  at  the  time  I  wrote  to  Judge 
Tucker.  The  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Judge  Tucker 
induces  me  to  believe  that  he  is  correctly  informed  of  his  son's 
views,  and  it  would  therefore  be  improper  in  me  to  use  his 
name  after  the  intimation  I  have  received.  I  have  written  to 
Mr.  Geo.  Tucker  that  the  Board  would  meet  on  the  4th  March, 
and  requesting  him  to  communicate  his  final  determination  to 
you  by  that  time. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jejerson. 
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T.  J,  TO    J.  C.  C, 

MoNTicELLo,  April  :G,  3825. 
Deae  Sir,' — I  tavc  received  a  proposition  from  Mr.  Perry, 
the  owner  of  tlie  lands  wliich  separate  the  two  tracts  of  tJhe 
University,  which  I  think  of  so  much  importance  to  that  insti- 
tution as  to  commiinica,te  to  the  Visitors  by  letter  in  their 
separate  situations.  The  University  tract  of  lOO  acres  is  fths 
of  a  mile  distant  from  that  of  the  observatory  of  153  acres. 
The  water  which  supplies  the  cisterns  of  the  University  by 
pipes,  arises  in  the  mountain  a  little  without  this  last  tract,  and 
the  pipes  pass  on  Perry's  side  of  the  line,  and  through  hia 
interjacent  lands  till  they  enter  the  University  tract.  On  his 
side  of  the  line  also  is  a  very  bold  spring,  which  might  ho 
brought  by  a  small  ditch  so  near  the  buildings  of  the  Univer- 
sity as  to  be  of  common  use.  It  is  in  his  power  at  any  time 
to  cut  off  our  pipes,  and  deprive  us  of  that  indispensable  sup- 
ply of  water.  We  have  always  been  anxious  to  puixliase  this 
interjacent  parcel,  not  only  to  consolidate  our  two  tracts,  but 
to  secure  the  supply  of  water;  but  wo  have  never  more  than 
intimated  a  willingness  to  purchase,  without  pressing  him,  lest 
it  might  induce  hira  to  ask  an  unreasonable  price.  He  is  under 
(as  I  believe)  some  pressure  which  obhges  him  now  to  sell  it. 
He  gives  us  the  refusal,  which  if  we  do  not  accept,  he  will  sell 
in  lots,  as  be  can  readily  do.  We  gave  him,  about  four  years 
ago,  $45  an  acre  for  the  fifty  acres  adjacent  to  it.  Since  that' 
lands  around  the  University  have  got  to  $100  and  $130  the 
acre.  He  offered  the  parcel  in  question  to  the  University  for 
$60.  I  refused  to  treat  ivith  him  at  that,  and  told  him  that  at 
|50  I  would  lay  it  before  the  Visitors  for  consideration.  He 
at  length  agreed,  stipulating  for  $3,000  in  hand,  one-half  of 
the  balance  at  the  end  of  one  year,  and  the  other  half  at  the 
end  of  the  second,  with  interest  from  the  date.  On  these 
terms,  I  cannot  but  strongly  recommend  its  purchase.     If  once 
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it  is  sold  out  in  lots,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  buy  again,  but 
at  exorbitant  rates,  if  at  all ;  and  our  supply  of  water  will 
assuredly  be  cut  off  from  us.  What  passes  through  our  pre- 
sent pipes,  with  the  additional  spring,  will  give  us  the  moat 
abundant  supply  of  that  element  forever.  That  you  may 
judge  of  our  means  of  paying  for  it,  I  send  you  a  statement  of 
our  income  and  expenditure  for  the  present  and  the  two  next 
years,  drawn  up  on  consultation  with  Mr.  B rockenh rough, 
You  wOl  perceive  that  I  propose  to  borrow  the  Srst  payment 
of  $3,000  from  the  library  fund,  which  can  be  re-paid  from 
oar  general  funds  the  next  year,  in  addition  to  our  second  pay- 
ment of  |2,067  to  Perry,  and  still  leaving  a  surplus  of  $2,679 
for  contingencies  that  year ;  and  that  the  same  funds  will  make 
our  third  and  last  payment  of  $2,184  in  1837,  leaving  a  con- 
tingent surplus  for  that  year  of  |3,094.  The  library  fund  can 
well  spare  the  money  for  a  while,  as  we  need  not  use  of  it,  for 
a  year  or  two,  more  than  $40,000,  leaving  $10,000  for  min- 
era,logical  and  geological  collections,  which  may  be  deferred 
without  inconvenience.  My  own  opinion  ia,  therefore,  that  we 
can  make  the  purchase  without  any  danger  of  embarrassment, 
and  that  if  not  made  now  it  will  be  forever  lost.  The  part 
which  X  think  indispensable  contains  about  100  acres,  but  it 
would  be  better  to  take  in  also  the  37  acres,  as  it  squares  our 
lines,  and  the  timber  on  it  is  worth  the  price. 

Although  the  subject  is  of  great  and  permanent  interest  to 
the  University,  I  have  not  thought  of  proposing  a  meeting  on 
it,  of  the  great  inconvenience  of  which  to  the  gentlemen  I  am 
sensible ;  and  the  rather  as  the  sketch  of  the  ground  which  I 
Bend  you,  and  the  prospect  of  payment  can  be  considered  aa 
well  separately  as  together.  The  only  article  in  the  statement 
of  our  finances  wliich  does  not  rest  on  certainty,  is  the  number 
of  students  calculated  on  for  the  next  year.  For  this  year,  I 
have  calculated  only  on  the  number  now  entered,  68 ;  and  they 
are  coming  in  nearly  every  day ;  and  at  the  summer  vacation 
of  the  other  schools,  when  they  will  be  disengaged,  we  know 
that  a  large  number  will  come,  and  that  in  the  course  of  the 
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year  we  shall  be  over  100.  That  we  shall  have  as  many  the 
next  year  as  our  dormitories  will  lodge,  all  information  as- 
sures us,  and  prohably  as  many  additional  to  that  as  Char- 
lottesville can  accommodate,  which  is  expected  to  he  about 
100,  and  would  add  $1,500  more  to  our  income.  As  far  as  we  can 
judge,  not  one  will  go  to  Charlottesville,  as  long  as  a  dormi- 
tory is  to  be  had.  As  yet  there  has  not  been  a  single  applica- 
tion to  that  place,  although  several  house -beepers  there  had 
prepared  themselves  to  take  boarders.  If  this  purchase  is 
approved  by  your  separate  letters,  I  will  undertake  to  act  on 
them  aa  if  regularly  ordered  by  the  Board,  as  you  can  pass  a 
vote  of  confirmation  at  our  first  meeting.  Perry  is  pressing 
(as  I  believe  he  is  presseil)  for  an  immediato  answer. 

All  our  professors  are  in  place  except  Mr.  Tucker,  daily  ex- 
pected, and  the  Professor  of  Law,  whom  we  have  yet  to  name. 
We  await  Mr,  Tucker's  arrival  to  form  a  board  of  faculty,  that 
the  professors  may  enter  on  their  functions  of  order  and  disci- 
pline, which  some  incipient  irregularities  of  the  students  begin 
to  call  for.  From  a  view  which  I  took  of  their  ages  when  the 
whole  number  was  61,  I  fouad  6  of  21  and  upwards,  9  of  20, 
23  of  19,  10  of  18,  10  of  17,  and  3  of  16.  Two-lhirds,  there- 
fore, being  of  19  and  upwards,  we  may  hope  arc  of  sufficient 
discretion  to  govern  themselves,  and  that  the  younger  third, 
by  their  example,  as  well  as  by  moderate  coercion,  will  not  be 
very  difficult  to  keep  in  order. 

I  enclose  you  a  printed  copy   of  our  regulations,   which 
appear  to  give  satisfaction  to  both  professors  and  students, 
Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Tn  :  Jeepeesos. 

Mr.  Cabell. 
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J,    0.    0,    TO   T.    J. 

NoKFOiK,  May  6,  1E2S. 
Dear  Sik, — Tour  favor  of  April  15th,  reached  me  on  yes- 
terday at  this  place.  It  !iad  goao  on  to  Warminster,  when  I 
last  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Monticello,  and  was  for- 
warded thence  by  the  mail  to  Norfolk.  I  cannot  pcrceiye  any 
good  ground  of  objection  to  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Perry's  land, 
in  the  manner  you  propose.  On  tho  contrary,  I  give  to  the 
measure  my  most  hearty  approbation.  I  am  very  confident 
that  when  the  subject  is  properly  explained,  it  will  meet  with 
the  support  and  countenance  of  the  General  Assembly.  I  am 
very  thankful  for  the  fullness  of  your  communication,  and  for 
the  printed  copy  of  the  regulations  of  the  University. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Oaeell, 

Mr.  Jefcraon, 


(CiaCULAR.) — T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

M0KTTOEr,LO,  May  13,  182&. 
-  Dear  Sib, — Every  offer  of  our  law  chair  has  been  declined, 
and  a  late  renewal  of  pressure  on  Mr.  Gilmer  has  proved  him 
infiexibly  decided  against  undertaking  it.  What  are  we  to  do? 
The  clamor  is  high  for  some  appointment.  We  are  informed, 
too,  of  many  students  who  do  not  come  becanss  that  school  is 
not  opened,  and  some  now  with  us  think  of  leaving  ns  for  tho 
same  reason.  You  may  remember  that  among  those  who  were 
the  Bubjecta  of  conversation  at  our  last  meeting,  Judge  Dade 
was  one ;  but  the  minds  of  the  Board  were  so  much  turned  to 
two  particular  characters,  that  little  was  said  of  any  others. 
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An  idea  has  got  abroad,  I  know  not  from  what  source,  that  we 
have  appointed  Judge  Dade,  and  that  he  has  accepted.  This 
has  spread  extensively,  perhaps  from  a  general  sense  of  his 
fitness,  and  I  learn  that  it  has  heen  received  with  much  favor, 
and  particularly  among  the  students  of  the  University.  I 
know  no  more  myself  of  Judge  Dade  than  what  I  saw  of  him 
at  our  Roekfish  meeting,  and  a  short  visit  he  made  me  in 
returning  from  that  place.  As  far  as  that  opportunity  ena^ 
hied  m©  to  form  an  opinion,  I  certainly  thought  very  highly  of 
the  strength  of  his  mind,  and  the  soundness  of  his  judgment, 
I  happened  to  receive  Mr.  Gilmer's  ultimate  and  peremptory 
refusal  while  Judge  Stuart  and  Mr.  Howe  Peyton  of  Staunton 
were  with  me.  The  former,  you  know,  is  his  colleague  on  the 
bench  of  the  General  Court ;  the  Jatter  has  been  more  particu- 
larly intimate  with  him,  as  having  been  brought  up  with  him 
at  the  same  school.  I  asked  from  them  information  respecting 
Mr.  Dade ;  and  they  spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  high  commenda- 
tion. They  state  him  to  he  an  excellent  Latin  and  Greek 
scholar,  of  clear  and  sound  ideas,  lucid  in  communicating  them, 
equal  as  a  lawyer  to  any  one  of  the  judiciary  corps,  and  supe- 
rior to  all  as  a  writer ;  and  that  his  character  is  perfectly  cor- 
rect, his  mind  liberal  and  accommodating,  yet  firm  and  of 
sound  republican  principles.  *  *  *  * 

*  *  *  *       This  is  the  substance,  and  these, 

I  may  say,  the  terms  in  which  they  spoke  of  him ;  and  when  I 
considered  the  chatacter  of  these  two  gentlemen,  and  their 
opportunities  of  knowing  what  they  attested,  I  could  not  but 
be  strongly  impressed.  It  happened,  very  much  to  my  grati- 
fication, that  Gen.  Cocke  was  here  at  the  same  time,  received 
the  same  information  and  impression,  and  authorizes  me  to 
add  his  concurrence  in  proposing  the  appointment  to  our  col- 
leagues ;  and  to  say,  moreover,  that  if  on  auch  further  enquiry 
as  they  may  make,  they  should  approve  the  choice,  and  ex- 
press it  by  letter,  in  preference  to  a  meeting  for  a  conference 
on  this  subject,  I  might  write  to  Judge  Dade;  and,  on  his 
acceptance,  issue  bis  commission.     I  should  add  that  the  gea- 
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tlemen  above  named,  were  confident  he  would  accept,  as 
well  from  other  circumstances,  aa  from  his  having  three  sons  to 
educate.  Of  conrse,  this  would  put  an  end  to  tho  anxieties  we 
have  all  had  on  this  subject.  The  public  impatience  for  some 
appointment  to  this  school,  renders  desirable  as  early  an  an- 
swer as  your  convenience  admits.  Accept  the  assurance  of 
my  great  esteem  and  respect. 

Th:  Jefeerson. 


J.   c.    0.   TO   T.   J. 

KoKFOLK,  May  25,  1825. 
Bbae  Sie, — I  arrived  at  this  place  yesterday,  on  my  return 
from  Lancaster,  and  have  to-day  had  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Loyall,  in  the  course  of  which  he  showed  me  the  copy  which 
he  had  received  of  your  circular  of  the  13th  instant,  relative  to 
tho  nomination  of  Judge  Dade  as  Professor  of  Law  in  the 
University.  Considering  it  unnecessary  to  defer  writing  till 
my  return  home  some  two  or  three  weeks  hence,  and  believing 
that  a  prompt  communication  of  my  vote  will  be  most  accepta- 
ble to  you,  I  now  beg  leave  to  convey  to  you  the  assurance  of 
my  sincere  and  entire  approbation  of  the  selection  of  Judge 
Dade.  Having  served  with  the  Judge  in  the  Senate  of  the 
State,  I  have  had  ample  opportunities  of  forming  an  opinion 
of  his  character,  talents  and  information,  and  I  view  them 
very  much  in  the  light  in  which  they  are  represented  in  your 
circular.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years,  he  will  be  an  orna- 
ment to  the  institution.  Indeed,  I  doubt  whether,  upon  the 
whole,  we  should  have  done  better  in  any  of  the  appointments 
which  we  have  successively  contemplated.  I  am  truly  grati- 
fied to  think  that  we  shall  have  so  faithful  an  expositor  of  the 
admirable  text  books  on  government  selected  by  yourself  and 
Mr.  Madison. 
23 
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I  cannot  describe  the  satisfaction  which  I  feel  in  reflecting 
on  the  present  prospects  of  the  University.  Our  corps  of 
Professors  is  full  of  youth,  and  talent,  and  energy.  What 
■will  not  BTich  men  accomplish,  with  such  advantages  ?  Like  a  fine 
Bteamboat  on  our  noble  Chesapeake,  cutting  her  way  a,t  the 
rate  of  ten  knots  per  hour,  and  leaving  on  the  horizon  all 
other  vessels  on  the  waters,  the  University  will  advance  with 
rapid  strides,  and  throw  into  the  rear  all  the  other  seminaries 
of  this  vast  continent.  How  can  this  State  and  nation  ever 
repay  you,  my  dear  sir,  for  this  great  and  good  work !  What 
must  he  your  feelings  in  contemplating  this  precious  work  of 
your  hands !  How  much  more  pure  is  the  delight  of  having 
performed  such  deeds  than  that  which  Napoleon  felt  at  Aus- 
terlitz  or  Marengo  !* 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  at  this  place 
a  long  letter  from  my  old  friend  Maclure,t  written  at  Paris  in 
the  month  of  March,  in  which  ho  expresses  himself  in  terms  of 
the  highest  respect  and  esteem  for  you,  and  desires  to  be  par- 
ticularly remembered  to  you.  I  am  happy  to  fine!  that  he  is 
at  length  coming  home  to  spend  the  balance  of  his  days  on 
this  and  the  Southern  Continent.  He  will  probably  be  a  val- 
uable friend  to  our  mineralogical  and  geological  collections.  I 
shall  not  fail  to  enlist  him  heartily  in  the  interests  of  the 
institution. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jc^ersOT. 

*  This  peculiar  style  of  gratulation  may  be  pai-doned  in  one  wlio  liad  par-  - 
tJoipated  in  the  struggle  Ttithont  claiming  any  share  of  the  triumph,  and  nho 
had  an  abiding  oonfidenoe  that  the  wisclom  of  their  policy  would  bocoine  more 
and.  more  manifest  with  the  lapse  of  years. 

f  This  gentleman  did  retnrn  to  ilie  Umted  States,  and  after  a  sojoarn  of 
some  years,  pcinolpaUy  in  the  Hortli  Western  States,  retired  to  Meiioo,  in 
nhoae  capital  city  he  died  in  181 — .  The  UniTersity  of  Virginia,  received  no 
aid  from  him ;  nor  did  Mr,  C.  ever  again  meet  with  the  friend  of  liis  early 
years ;  but  the  latter  sent  him,  as  a  memorial  of  other  days,  two  volumes  of 
his  "Opinions"  on  various  topics  of  Politieal  Eonnomy,  Popular  Education, 
&o.,  all  strongly  illustrative  of  the  amiable  and  philanthropioal  character  of 
tlie  author. 
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MONTiCEi.to,  August  4,  1825. 
Dear  Sir, — Chancellor  Tucker,  Mr.  Barbour,  Judge  Oarr, 
a8  you  know,  had  declined  accepting  the  law  chair  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  Judge  Dade, 
finally  declining  also.  Mr.  Gilmer,  our  first  choice,  had  de- 
clined on  account  of  his  health,  vei'y  much  deranged  by  his 
voyage  to  Europe.  That  is  now  in  a  great  degree  re-estab- 
lished, and  he  is  willing  to  accept.  What  shall  we  do  ?  Shall 
we  venture  to  our  first  choice,  and  be  done  with  this  difficulty? 
Or  have  a  meeting  and  look  out  for  some  other?  Or  do 
nothing  till  October  ?  The  vacancy  of  this  chair  is  very  dis- 
advantageous, being  thought  by  many  more  wanting  than  alt 
the  others.  If  we  agree  to  the  re-appointment  of  Mr.  Grilmer, 
perhaps  you  will  signify  it  by  letter,  a£  in  preceding  cases,  as 
discussion  can  promise  nothing  new  on  hia  subject. 

Our  last  $60,000  were  placed  by  the  Treasurer  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Bank,  and  have  been  disposed  of  as  follows : 
$7,626  to  replace  so  much  advanced  for  books  and  apparatus 
by  the  G-eneral  Pund. 
6,000  to  finish  library  room. 
18,000  advanced  to  Hilliard  to  complete  the  library. 
6,000  remitted  to  Mr.  King,  oar  minister  in  London,  for  phi- 
losophical apparatus, 
3,000  do.  do.  do.  do.  anatomical,  do. 

500  paid  to  Dr.  Emmet  for  chemical  apparatus. 
8,874  balance  remaining. 

50,000 

Accept  the  assm-ancc  of  my  highest  respect  and  esteem. 
Th:  JErpERSON. 
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Edcbwood,  ISth  August,  1825. 
Dear  Sir, — Tour  favor  of  4tli  instant  reached  me  by  the 
mail  of  last  week.  Shortly  after  it  came  to  hand,  I  waa 
called  to  Bremo  on  business,  where  I  authorized  Gen,  Cocke, 
if  he  should  reach  Monticello  before  my  regular  written  reply, 
to  inform  you  that  I  should  vote  for  the  immediate  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Gilmer,  as  the  Professor  of  Law.  I  am  confident 
he  would  be  appointed  at  the  meeting  in  October,  and  the 
anticipation  by  your  circular  will  give  him  a,  longer  interval 
for  preparation. 

I  am,  dear  air, 

Moat  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Oabell. 


(CIKCULAR.) — T.    J.    TO    : 


teiiibei'lO,  1825, 

Dear  Sir, — The  state  of  my  health  renders  it  perfectly 
certain  that  I  ahall  not  be  able  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Visitors  {October  3)  at  the  University.  Yot  I  think  there 
is  no  one  but  myself  to  whom  the  matters  to  be  acted  on  are 
sufficiently  known  for  communication  to  them.  This  adds  a 
reason  the  more  for  inducing  the  members  to  meet  at  Monti- 
cello  the  day  before,  which  has  been  heretofore  found  to  facili- 
tate and  shorten  our  business.  If  yon  could  be  here  then  on 
the  Sunday  to  dinner,  that  afternoon  and  evening  and  the 
morning  of  Monday,  will  suffice  for  all  our  business,  and  the 
Board  will  only  have  to  ride  to  the  University  pro  formSi  for 
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attesting  the  proceedings.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  expect 
you  to  dinner  on  that  day,  (October  2)  which  as  it  is  ever  grate- 
ful to  mo,  seems  on  this  occasion  to  be  peculiarly  urgent. 
Accept,  I  pray  you,  the  assurance  of  my  high  and  friendly 
esteem  and  respect. 

Tfi :  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Cahdl. 


J.  C.  C.  TO    T.  J, 

KioiTMOSD,  December  7, 1825. 
Dear  Sir, — This  ivill  be  presented  to  you  by  our  frend  Gen. 
Cocke,  -vvhom  I  am  truly  sorry  not  to  accompany  on  his  journey 
to  Monticello.  My  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Carter,  having  departed 
this  life  on  the  30th  ultimo,  leaving  his  affairs  in  a  very  embar- 
rassed situation,  it  becomes  necessary  for  some  one  of  his  sur- 
viving friends  to  attend  at  Lancaster  court  on  the  third  Monday 
in  this  month,  to  qualify  as  his  administrator,  and  forthwith  to 
adopt  measures  to  prevent  the  sacrifice  of  the  property  of  his 
child.  The  estate  would  probably  sustain  great  and  irrepara- 
ble .injury  from  the  want  of  immediate  attention.  I  am  called 
immediately  to  Williamsburg,  to  agree  with  his  mother  and 
Mr.  Tucker,  upon  the  selection  of  a  suitable  agent,  and  pro- 
bably to  hasten  over  to  Lancaster  to  engage  personally  in  these 
new  and  troublesome  duties.  I  hope  these  circumstances  will 
justify  my  absence  from  the  meeting  of  the  Visitors  on  Monday 
next.  Believe  me,  that  nothing  but  the  strongest  motives  could 
induce  me  to  be  an  absentee  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  throw 
myself  on  the  liberal  and  indulgent  goodness  of  yourself  and 
the  other  members  of  the  board,  well  persuaded  that  you  will 
excuse  me  on  account  of  the  urgent  private  duties  by  which  I 
am  called  away.  There  will  doubtless  be  a  meeting  without 
me. 

I  hope  Mr.  Johnson  will  uot  call  up  his  resolution  respecting 
the  vacation  in  the  lectures,  as  I  would  be  glad  to  have  further 
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iiime  to  ofcserve  the  practical  operation  of  the  present  arrange- 
ment. Were  I  called  on  to  vote  on  the  question  at  this  time 
I  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  change,  as  calculated 
to  jeopardize  the  interests  of  the  institution  in  Eastern  Virgi- 
nia, and  in  the  Southern  States.  But  I  would  prefer  further 
time  to  enquire  and  to  reflect.  I  believe  Mr.  Lojall  concurs 
in  these  views- 

I  return  you  thanks  for  tlie  three  copies  of  the  enactments 
which  I  have  just  received.  They  are  sought  after  with  avidity 
and  will  doubtless  be  printed.  I  saw  Dr.  Cooper  here  on  my 
way  down  the  country.  He  seems  to  entertain  great  doubts  of 
the  praeticahility  of  establishing  with  success  such  a  tribunal 
as  Mr.  Johnson  contemplates.  He  suggested  the  expediency  of 
enquiring  into  the  legal  powers  of  the  civil  magistrate  to  bind 
over  or  commit  a  man  for  refusing  to  give  evidence  against 
another  charged  upon  mere  suspicion.  He  expressed,  however, 
the  greatest  interest  in  the  experiment.  I  think  the  character 
of  the  University  has  risen  exceedingly  in  the  public  estimation 
sinco  the  new  regulations  were  adopted.  From  the  short  and 
hasty  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  scene  of  legislation,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  we  may  obtain,  at  this  session,  the  money 
necessary  to  finish  the,  buildings.  If  others  will  not  ask  for  it, 
I  will  do  it  myself.  I  would  be  obliged  to  you  for  the  requisite 
estimates,  so  as  that  I  may  be  able  to  use  them  by  the  1st 
January.  In  every  thing  which  I  may  do  on  the  subject,  I 
should  be  happy  to  have  your  advice.  You  expressed  the 
opinion,  at  the  last  meeting,  that  we  (the  Visitors)  ought  to  ask 
for  nothing,  but  should  leave  it  to  others  to  ask  for  us.  But 
as  we  have  asked  so  freely  heretofore,  perhaps  others  will  wait 
for  us ;  and  if  they  should  take  this  course,  I  think  they  should 
be  gratified.  I  leave  here  this  morning,  and  shall  return  by 
the  27th  instant. 

I  remain,  dear  sir. 

Faithfully  your  friend, 

Joseph  C.  Gaeell. 

Mr.  Jejerson. 
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[  The  few  remaining  letters  of  tbe  aeries  relate  not  solely  to  the  great  sub- 
ject of  Eduoatiou,  but  in  some  measure  to  Mr.  J.'e  private  afFairs,  whioh  had 
now  become  hopelessly  embarrassed — a  liability  from  which  no  eitiieo,  can 
claim  entire  esemplJon  uader  our  peculiar  institutions.  The  reflections  to 
which  this  gives  rise  would  be  too  painfal,  had  not  the  facts  been  akeady 
giren  to  the  puhlie  through  other  channels.  That  under  such  pressure  he 
should  have  been  able  to  continue  his  efforts  and  counsela  in  behalf  of  the 
public  intsrests  with  which  he  had  been  charged,  must  eicite  our  admiration; 
and  ?tjil  more  when  we  observe  the  dignity  with  which  he  bore  up  under 
reverses  that  would  have  crushed  the  spirit  of  many  a  younger  and  stouter 
man.] 

T.    J.    TO    J.    C.    C. 

MonTTOELLO,  January  aO,  1826. 

Dbak  Sir, — ■Under  a  different  cover  I  send  a  circular  on  tbo 
subject  of  our  Law  Professor ;  and  to  save  writing,  which  is 
laborious  to  me,  I  must  pray  my  colleagues,  od  the  Assembly, 
to  consider  the  single  copy  as  addressed  equally  to  all. 

My  grandson,  Thomas  J.  Kandolph,  attends  the  Legislature 
on  a  subject  of  ultimate  importance  to  my  future  happiness. 
My  own  debts  were  considerable,  and  a  loss  was  added  to  them 
of  $20,000,  by  endorsement  for  a  friend.  My  application  to 
the  Legislature  is  for  permission  to  dispose  of  property  for  pay- 
ment, in  a  way  -which,  bringing  a  fair  price  for  it,  may  pay  my 
debts,  and  leave  a  living  for  myself  in  my  old  age,  and  leave 
something  for  my  family.  Their  consent  is  necessary.  It  will 
injure  no  man,  and  few  sessions  pass  without  similar  exercises 
of  the  same  power  in  their  discretion.  But  I  refer  you  to  my 
grandson  for  particular  explanations.  I  think  it  just  myself  J 
and  if  it  should  appear  so  to  you,  I  am  sure,  your  friendship, 
as  well  as  justice,  will  induce  you  to  pay  to  it  the  attention 
which  you  may  think  the  case  ivill  justify.  To  me  it  is  almost 
a  question  of  life  or  death. 

Accept  my  friendly  and  respectful  salutations, 

Th  :  Jefferson. 

J'jsepli  0.  Cabell,  Esq. 
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J.    C.    O.    TO    T.    J. 

RiciiMONTi,  aotli  Januarj,  K2&. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  circular  to  Mr,  Johnson,  Mr.  Loyall  and 
myself,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  Mr.  Gil- 
mer, and  jour  favor  of  20tii  instant  hj  your  grandson,  respect- 
ing the  sale  of  your  property,  have  both  come  safely  to  hand, 
and  both  commanded  much  of  my  attention. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  requested  to  write  a  reply  in  conformity  to 
the  results  of  a  conference  between  himself,  Mr.  Loyal],  Gen, 
Cocke  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  your  circular.  To  that 
letter  I  will  add  one  or  two  remarks.  Were  we  now  to  appoint 
a  Professor  of  Law,  he  would  be  unable  to  deliver  a  course  of 
lectures  during  the  present  year;  and  yet  the  public  would 
expect  him  to  do  so.  He  would  be  subject  to  the  lash  of  public 
censure,  either  for  not  lecturing  at  all,  or  for  delivering  an  im- 
perfect course.  If  the  appointment  should  not  be  made  till 
■  the  spring,  the  professor  will  not  be  expected  to  lecture  till  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  is  better  to  keep  the  place  vacant  for 
another  year  than  to  make  a  bad  appointment,  or  to  commence 
with  inadequate  preparation.  I  think  I  am  duly  sensible  of 
the  chief  source  of  your  apprehensions  from  delay  ;  and  will 
do  my  utmost  to  avert  any  appointment  tliat  would  be  disa- 
greeable to  you.  I  shall  endeavor  to  secure  the  requisite 
co-operation.  Such  of  the  persons  named  in  the  list  of  names 
which  you  were  good  enough  to  forward,  as  are  not  predeter- 
mined not  to  accept,  would  not  probably  procure  a  majority  of 
votes.  Such  is  the  impression  which  I  have  received  from 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  from  the  Visitors  in  town.  I  have 
conversed  very  freely  with  Judges  Carr  and  Green,  and  find 
both  inflexible.  Mr,  John  T.  Lomax,  of  Fredericksburg,  ia 
very  strong]/  recommended  by  Judge  Brooke  and  others.  * 
********I  wii!  give  you 
further  information  as  soon  as  possible, 
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You  have  probably  beiird  of  the  repulse  Trhich  Mr.  Taylor 
has  met  with  in  tte  House  of  Delegates.  I  hope  it  will  not 
have  a  very  injurious  effect.  I  confess  I  was  this  time  very 
much  deceived — which  is  ascribable  to  my  having  been  drawn 
from  town  by  the  death  of  my  brother-in-law.  All  sorts  of 
opposition  were  introduced  on  this  occasion.  The  business  was 
not  conducted  with  entire  prudence.  The  college  interest  is 
now  strong  and  importunate.  The  bill  respecting  "William  & 
Mary  was  cent  by  me  to  aH  the  proposed  sites,  and  it  has  had 
a  great  effect  over  the  country.  It  has  alarmed  certain  interests 
and  awakened  new  energy.  The  general  interests  will  ulti- 
mately triumph.  Probably  nothing  can  be  done  this  session  : 
but  a  year  or  two  will  bring  all  to  rights.  There  is  already  a 
considerable  re-action ;  but  it  is  uncertain  whether  any  new 
effort  ought  to  be  made  this  session.  Some  think  we  could 
succeed  by  combining  with  the  colleges,  but  I  will  not  consent 
to  any  compromise  that  will  commit  us  to  a  bad  system.  We 
all  think  that  the  subject  of  the  University  should  lie  till  your 
other  subject  is  disposed  of. 

I  assure  you  I  was  truly  disti'essed  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  20fch,  and  to  hoar  the  embarrassed  state  of  your  affairs. 
You  may  rely  on  my  utmost  exertions.  Y'our  grandson  pro- 
posed that  the  first  conference  should  be  held  at  the  Eagle,  I 
prevailed  on  him  to  remove  the  scene  to  Judge  Oarr'a,  and  to 
invite  all  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Mr.  Coalter 
and  my  brother  were  unable  to  attend ;  but  all  the  court  is 
with  you.  Mr.  Johnson  agreed  to  draw  the  bill.  I  am  co- 
operating as  far  as  lies  in  my  power.  I  wish  complete  justice 
could  be  done  on  this  occasion ;  bat  we  have  to  deal  with  men 
as  they  are.  Your  grandson  will  no  doubt  give  you  the  fullest 
information.  I  will  ocCLisionaliy  inform  you  how  matters  are 
progressing.     In  the  meantime, 

I  remain  very  truly  and  sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  C.  CAiiELr,, 

Mr.  Jrfm-son. 
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Dear  Sir, — ^Tour  intended  application  to  the  Legislature 
has  excited  much  discussion  in  pnvate  ciiclea  in  Riclimoiid. 
Your  grandson  will  doubtless  gi^  e  jou  a  full  iccount  of  pass- 
ing occurrences.  A  second  conferonee  was  held  at  Mr.  Baker's 
last  evening ;  at  which  were  four  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  and  several  members  of  the  Legislature.  Finding 
considerable  opposition  in  some  of  your  political  friends  to  the 
lottery,  and  feeling  mortified  myself  that  the  State  should 
stop  short  at  so  limited  a  measure,  I  suggested  the  idea  of  a 
loan  of  $80,000,  free  of  interest,  from  the  State,  during  the 
remainder  of  your  hfe.  On  consultation,  our  friends  decided 
that  it  would  be  impracticable.  At  the  confererce  of  last 
evening,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  bring  forward  and  sup- 
port the  lottery.  I  hear  there  will  be  considerable  opposition ; 
but  I  hope  it  is  exaggerated.  I  do  not  think  that  delay  would 
be  injurious,  as  in  every  case  I  have  found  the  first  impression 
the  worst.  Would  to  God  that  I  had  the  power  to  raise  the 
mind  of  the  Legislature  to  a  just  conception  of  its  duties  on 
the  present  occasion.  Knowing,  so  well  as  I  do,  how  much 
you  have  done  for  us,  I  have  some  idea  of  what  we  ought  to  do 
for  you. 

Mr.  Garland  has  started  a  project  of  dispersing  our  college 
funds  over  the  twenty-four  senatorial  districts.  It  will  have 
many  advocates.  I  hope,  however,  it  may  be  rejected  or 
amended.  We  had  better  lose  the  $25,000  for  the  University, 
than  waste  all  our  college  funds  on  an  improper  system. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  0.  Cabell. 

a,:  .Tef^rson. 
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MoSTlOET.Lo,  February  4,  1826. 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  yesterday  the  joint  letter  of  our 
colleagues  of  January  26,  and  your  separate  one  of  the  30th. 
The  vote  of  the  House  of  Delegates  was  too  decisive  to  leave 
any  further  expectatioua  from  that  quarter,  or  doubt  of  the 
necessity  of  winding  up  our  affairs,  and  ascertaining  their 
ground.  I  went  immediately  to  the  University,  and  advised 
the  proctor  to  engage  in  no  new  matter  which  conld  he  done 
without ;  to  stop  every  thing  unessential  in  hand ;  and  to  re- 
serve all  his  funds  for  the  hook-room  of  the  rotunda,  and  the 
anatomical  theatre.  Till  the  latter  is  in  a  condition  for  use 
there  can  never  be  a  dissection  of  a  single  subject ;  nor  until 
the  book-room  and  cases  he  completely  done  can  we  open  ano- 
ther box  of  books.  We  have  now  five  boxes  on  hand  from 
Paris,  unopened,  five  more  from  the  same  place  are  supposed 
to  be  arrived  in  Richmond,  seven  from  London  are  arrived  at 
Boston,  and  a  part  of  those  from  Germany  are  now  in  Boston. 
All  these,  and  others  still  to  arrive,  must  remain  unopened 
until  the  room  is  ready,  which  unfortunately  cannot  be  till  the 
season  will  admit  of  plastering  ;  and  the  joiner's  work  goes  on 
so  slow  that  it  is  doubtful  if  that  will  be  ready  as  soon.  The 
arresting  all  avoidable  expense  is  the  more  necessary,  as  oar 
application  to  Congress  for  a  remission  of  duties  ($3,000)  has 
passed  the  Committee  of  Claims  by  a  majority  of  a  single  vote 
only,  and  has  still  a  long  gauntlet  to  run.  We  have,  however, 
one  certain  supplementary  resource  for  present  purposes,  in 
the  rents  for  dormitories  and  the  other  buildings.  I  learnt 
yesterday,  from  the  proctor,  that  about  130  students  were 
arrived,  of  which  two-thirds  were  new  comers,  that  there  are 
stili  about  60  old  ones  to  arrive,  who  had  engaged  for  another 
year ;  and  if  the  same  proportion  of  new  comers  should  still 
come  in,  it   would  make   upwards  of    300,  whoso  rents,  with 
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those  of  the  hotels,  wonid  amount  to  $7,444.  I  douht,  how- 
ever, ijvhether  Charlottesville  can  accommodate  the  84  in  addi- 
tion to  our  216,  They  seem  confident  they  can,  and  are 
making  great  exertions. 

Whatever  fund  may  be  contemplated  for  the  intermediate 
collegea,  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  any  of  it  diverted  from  the 
impartial  and  general  object.  I  know  no  principle  of  distri- 
bution ivhich  can  be  adopted  for  the  second  grade  of  schoola, 
bnt  that  of  placing  one  within  a  day's  ride  of  every  man — say 
in  districts  of  about  80  miles  square  below  the  North  moun- 
tain, which  would  give  them  seven,  and  leave  three  for  the 
sparse  population  beyond  that,  which  would  be  done  by  your 
hill.  If  the  ^155,000  remaining  of  the  payment  by  Congress 
he  applied  to  this  object,  it  will  give  f  10,000  to  each  of  these; 
one-third  of  which  will  be  enough  for  their  buildings,  and  aii 
interest  of  $400  a  year  will  remain  for  two  tutors,  in  aid  of 
the  tuition  fees.  I  do  not  think  these  colleges  will  have  more 
than  30  pupils  each.  Twenty-four  such  schools  aa  proposed 
by  Mr.  Garland,  with  ^3000  each,  would  not  have  enough  to 
do  more  than  maintain  one  Connecticut  teacher.  On  our  plan 
there  would  remain  $55,000  to  enlarge  the  University  accom- 
modations, and  put  that  by  its  increased  rents  on  a  footing  to 
carry  itself  on  forever,  without  ever  needing  the  aid  of  another 
doHar  from  the  public. 

I  hope  you  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  annual  tabular  report 
of  the  primary  schools,  necessary  as  a  preliminary  to  perfect 
that  branch  of  the  general  system  of  education. 
Ever  and  affectionately  yours, 

Th:  Jefekeson. 
sir.  Cabell. 


c.y  Google 


1826.]  COBRESPOKDESCE 


1.    J,    TO    J.    C.    C, 

MoNTiCBLLo,  February  7,  1826. 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  yesterday  your  kind  letter  of  the 
2d,  and  am  truly  sensible  of  the  interest  you  are  so  good  as  to 
take  in  my  affairs.  I  had  hoped  the  length  and  character  of 
my  servies  might  have  prevented  the  fear  in  the  Legislature 
of  the  indulgence  asked  being  quoted  as  a  precedent  in  future 
cases.  But  I  find  no  fault  with  their  strict  adherence  to  a  rule 
generally  useful,  although  relaxable  in  some  cases  under  their 
discretion,  of  which  they  are  the  proper  judges.  If  it  can  be 
yielded  in  my  case,  I  can  save  the  house  of  Monticello  and  a 
farm  adjoining  to  end  my  days  in  and  bury  my  hones.  If  not, 
I  must  sell  house  and  all  here,  and  carry  my  family  to  Bedford, 
where  I  have  not  even  a  log  hut  to  put  my  head  into.  In  any 
case,  I  wish  nothing  from  the  treasury.  The  pecuniary  coai- 
pensationa  I  have  received  for  my  services,  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  fully  to  my  own  satisfaction. 

I  have  been  very  much  mortified  by  the  publication,  in  the 
Enquirer  of  the  4th,  of  two  letters  from  some  perKon  called  an 
"American  Citizen,"  who  seems  to  have  visited  Mr.  Madison 
and  myself,  and  has  undertaken  to  state  private  conversations 
with  us.  In  one  of  these  he  makes  me  declare  that  I  had 
intentionally  proceeded  in  a  course  of  dupery  of  our  Legisla- 
ture, teaaing  them,  as  he  makes  me  say,  for  six  or  seven 
sessions,  for  successive  aids  to  the  University,  and  asking  a 
part  only  at  a  time,  and  intentionally  concealing  the  ultimate 
cost,  and  gives  an  inexact  statement  of  a  stoi^y  of  Obrian. 
Now,  our  annual  reports  will  shew  that  we  constantly  gave 
full  and  candid  accounts  of  the  money  expended,  and  state- 
ments of  what  might  still  he  wanting,  founded  on  the  Proctor's 
estimates.  No  man  ever  hoard  me  speak  of  the  grants  of  the 
Legislature,   hut   with   acknowledgments   of   their  liberality, 
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which  I  have  always  declared  had  gone  far  beyond  what  I 
could  have  expected  in  the  beginning.  Yet  the  letter-writer 
has  given  to  mj  expressions  an  aspect  disrespectful  of  the 
Legislature,  aud  calculated  to  give  them  offence,  which  I  do 
abeolutely  disavow.  The  writer  is  called  an  American  Citizen. 
It  is  evident,  if  he  be  so,  that  he  is  an  adopted  one  only,  who, 
after  calling  on  us  in  his  travels  through  the  country,  as  a 
stranger,  may  have  obtained  naturalization  and  settled  in  Phil- 
adelpha,  where  he  is  enjoying  the  society  of  the  Bonapartes, 
&c.  The  familiar  style  of  his  letter  to  his  friend  in  England, 
and  the  communication  of  it  to  the  Literary  Gazette  there, 
indicate  sufficiently  his  foreign  birth  and  connections.  I  can 
not  express  to  you  the  pain  which  this  unfaithful  version  and 
betrayiJient  of  private  conversation  has  given  me.  I  feel  what 
it  will  add  to  the  disfavor  I  had  incurred  with  a  large  portion 
of  the  Legislature  by  my  strenuous  labors  for  the  establishment 
of  the  University,  to  which  they  were  opposeil,  insomuch  as  to 
let  it  overweigh  whatever  of  satisfaction  former  services  had 
given  them.  I  have  been  long  sensible  that  while  I  was  en- 
deavoring to  render  our  country  the  greatest  of  all  services, 
that  of  regenerating  the  public  education,  and  placing  our 
I'ising  generation  on  the  level  of  our  sister  States  (which  they 
have  proudly  held  heretofore),  I  was  discharging  the  odious 
function  of  a  physician  pouring  medicine  down  the  throat  of  a 
patient  insensible  of  needing  it.  I  am  so  sui-e  of  tho  future 
approbation  of  posterity,  and  of  the  inestimable  effect  wo  shall 
have  produced  in  the  elevation  of  our  country  by  what  wc  have 
done,  as  that  I  cannot  repent  of  the  part  I  have  home  in  co- , 
operation  with  my  colleajiues.  I  disclaim  the  honors  which 
this  writer  (among  the  other  errors  he  has  interlarded  with  the 
truths  of  his  letters)  has  ascribed  to  me,  of  having  made  lib- 
eral donations  of  timber  and  stone  from  my  own  estate,  and  of 
having  paid  all  the  contracts  for  materials  myself,  and  I  restore 
them  to  their  true  source,  the  liberal  legislators  of  our  country. 
My  pain  at  these  false  praises  and  representations  should  merit 
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with  them  an  acquittal  of  any  supposed  approbation  of  tlicm 
hj  myself 

Ever  and  affeotiojiately  yours, 

Th:  Jeefeeson. 


KicnMOKo,  8th  Tebruary,  18^6. 
Dear  Sib, — Your  favor  of  tho  4th  instant  has  arrived,  and 
has  been  read  with  the  grea.test  interest  by  myself  and  the 
friends  to  whom  I  have  shewn  it.  Mr.  Garland's  scheme  of 
twenty-four  coUegea,  in  my  view,  is  pregnant  with  mischief. 
The  only  way  to  defeat  it  is  to  present  to  the  House  a  hetter 
plan  in  lieu  of  it.  My  mind  has  been  on  tho  wing  for  some 
days,  and  a  view  of  this  most  important  subject  has  occurred 
to  me,  which  I  heg  to  lay  before  you  for  your  immediate  con- 
sideration. If  you  should  approve  it,  I  must  solicit  your 
immediate  co-operation.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  plan  of 
location  and  distribution  of  the  colleges,  presented  by  your 
bill  of  1817—18,  ia  decidedly  preferable  to  that  of  the  bill  of 
last  winter.  In  that  first  bill  you  looked  only  to  the  people  of 
Virginia,  without  talcing  any  notice  of  the  old  colleges.  Ex- 
perience and  reflection  convinced  mc  that  this  was  the  wisest 
course  that  you  could  have  adopted.  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  weave  them  into  any  good  system ;  and  they  will  never  con- 
sent to  give  up  their  chaitera.  Why,  then,  should  we  embar- 
rass ourselves  with  them  ?  Let  us  let  them  alone,  and  ask 
them  to  let  us  alone.  In  departing  from  William  &  Mary  as 
the  pivot,  we  were  led  into  errors.  The  arrangement  then 
proposed  left  the  South-west  and  '.South-east  too  nalced,  and 
gave  the  Valley  too  much ;  it  also  threw  the  colleges  into  the 
towns  instead  of  the  country.  As  the  funds  were  to  come  out 
of  the  old  college,  we  were  fettered  in  the  system  for  the  whole 
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State.  Looking  now  to  the  literary  fimd  as  the  source  of  our 
meins,  can  we  not  consistently  revert  to  your  first  arrange- 
ment? I  think  we  can.  The  college  party  will  not  wait  for 
Wiiliam  &  Mary  to  come  again ;  they  will  act  and  drive  the 
country  into  action;  and  we  must  provide  the  means  with  as 
amall  a  draft  as  possible  on  our  funds,  with  a  view  both  to  the 
University  and  the  elementary  schools.  We  must  adapt  our 
means  to  the  prevailing  opinions  respecting  the  literary  fund, 
which  are  opposed  to  the  expenditure  of  the  capital.  The 
question  draws  near  to  us,  and  we  are  expected  to  present  a 
plan  for  the  consideration  and  support  of  our  friends.  Proba- 
bly there  is  yet  time  for  me  to  hear  from  you  before  the 
decision  is  called  for.  I  propose  that  we  should  unite  in  siip- 
port  of  your  first  bill  of  3817—18,  with  this  alteration,  that 
the  local  districts  shall  be  required  to  contribute  the  necessary 
lands  and  buildings,  as  a  condition  of  the  puhlie  contribution, 
and  that  the  latter  should  be  an  annual  sum  out  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  and  hmited  to  the  support  of 
professors,  of  whom  there  should  be  eventually  at  least  two, 
one  of  languages,  the  other  of  philosophy.  The  details  of  the 
bill  should  be  altered  so  as  to  suit  this  outline.  A  salary  of 
$500  each  is  universally  admitted  to  be  adequate  to  the  object. 
The  complete  establishment  of  the  nine  colleges  would  cost  the 
State  $9,000  only.  The  institutions  might,  however,  com- 
mence with  only  one  salary,  viz:  $4,500  in  the  whole,  or  even 
with  a  smaller  amount.  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
requisite  lands  and  buildings  would  be  contributed  by  the  local 
population  in  evert/  instance.  We  would  only  have  to  prescribe 
some  reasonable  limit  to  the  discretion  of  the  commissioners  in 
departing  from  the  exact  central  situations.  The  competition 
that  would  arise  between  the  two  or  three  centra!  counties 
would  ensure  success.  By  this  process  we  should  double  our 
funds  without  oppressing  any  one.  We  might  now  commence 
the  whole  system,  and  give  25  or  32,000  to  the  University. 
The  estimated  siirplus  for  the  ensuing  year  is  $G,000,  and  the 
fund  is  fast  increasing.     What  a  scene  of  glorious  enterprise 
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■ffould  not  this  exMbit?  The  country  gentlemen,  to  whom  I 
have  mentionecl  it,  seem  greatly  pleased  with  it,  and  think 
there  is  no  inherent  difficulty.  There  will  he  great  opposition, 
and  probably  we  cannot  carry  it  now ;  but  in  many  points  of 
view  the  effort  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  prudent.  *  * 

*  ********  Some  wish 
to  keep  the  whole  subject  hack  for  another  session,  and  then  to 
push  the  college  question  foremost.  "We  have  only  one  pla-in 
object,  the  good  of  the  whole,  by  the  shortest  possible  route ; 
and  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  the  country  to  suggest  the  most 
perfect  plan,  and  only  to  submit  to  compromise  when  it  becomes 
unavoidable.  The  influence  of  this  town  is  prodigious.  I 
would  prefer  to  conciliate  it,  if  possible ;  but,  if  it  be  neces- 
sary, we  must  have  its  opposition.  If  you  should  approve 
these  views,  I  would  be  estreniely  thankful  to  you  if  you  would 
change  your  first  bill  in  the  manner  proposed  and  send  me  the 
new  bill  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  Lest  you  may  not 
have  a  copy  at  hand,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  pamphlet,  in 
which  you  will  find  both  the  bills.  Any  provisions  in  the  last 
bill,  or  which  further  reflection  may  suggest  to  you  as  coming 
under  the  class  of  improvements  on  the  original,  would  be 
acceptable,  provided  they  should  leave  the  outline  proposed. 
If  you  should  disapprove  the  scheme,  yon  will  be  good  enough 
to  inform  me  to  that  effect.  The  state  of  things  at  the  Uni^ 
versity  is  enough  to  awaken  the  renewed  patronage  of  the 
Legislature ;  but  the  sources  of  hostility  to  the  institution  are 
not  to  be  dried  up  by  success.  On  the  contrary,  success  in- 
flames the  opposition  of  certain  classes.  The  march  of  the 
system  of  public  instruction  is  hateful  to  your  enemies. 

Mr.  Loyall  made  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  your  lottery  bill 
to-day.     It  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  95  to  94.     This 
vote  is  not  at  all  indicative  of  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
main  question.     I  have  no  doubt  the  bill  will  pass. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  most  sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jef6,-8on. 

U 
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RioiraosD,  Februarj  lOtJi,  182B, 
Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  7th  inst.  has  this  moment  been 
received.  I  was  already  sitting  down  to  add  to  my  last  letter. 
I  am  distressed  to  inform  you  that  leave  was  given  on  yester- 
day to  bring  in  your  bill  by  a  majority  of  only  four.  I  was 
out  among  my  friends  last  evening,  and  I  learn  from  them  that 
there  is  no  doubt  of  its  passage,  hut  that  the  majority  will  he 
considerably  lees  than  we  lately  expected.  I  think  the  discus- 
sion  in  the  House  will  be  favorable  to  the  measure.  I  wished 
to  bring  forward  a  stronger  measure;  not  because  you  wished 
it,  but  because  a  regard  to  ourselves  required  it;  in  this  I  was 
assured  I  could  not  succeed,  and  I  reluctantly  abandoned  the 
plan.  I  blush  for  my  country,  and  am  humiliated  to  think 
how  we  shall  appear  on  the  page  of  history.  As  I  suppose 
your  grandson  writes  you  very  often  and  very  fully  on  this 
subject,  I  will  pass  to  the  main  subject  of  my  last — ^the  best 
collegiate  system  for  the  State. 

My  continued  reflections  confirm  me  in  the  views  expressed 
in  my  last  letter,  insomuch  that  I  earnestly  beseech  you  to 
alter  the  bill  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  to  send  it  down  as 
soon  as  possible.  From  conversations  held  on  yesterday  with 
the  members  of  the  Senate,  I  am  disposed  to  think  two-tbirds 
of  the  body  would  support  the  scheme.  It  will  he  necessary 
to  adopt  guards  in  the  bill  against  imposition  in  regard  to  the 
lands  and  buildings.  Every  little  academy  in  the  State  will 
desire  to  be  selected.  We  can  get  new  and  good  buildings, 
and  as  much  land  as  we  could  desire.  I  leave  to  your  better 
judgment  what  quantity  of  land  should  be  required,  or  whether 
a  discretion  in  this  respect  should  be  reposed  in  the  Literary 
Board.  Near  towns  and  villages,  the  same  quantity  as  in  rural 
sites  would  perhaps  be  an  oppressive  requisition.  I  would  fix 
in  the  bill  the  maximum  appropriation  to  each  and  all  the  col- 
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leges ;  I  think  |1,000  each,  or  |9,000  to  all,  per  arniam,  would 
be  enough.  Thia  would  give  two  salaries  of  $500  to  two  profes- 
sors ;  these,  with  the  fees,  would  be  competent,  I  should  suppose. 
A  simple  provision  that  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  literary  fund 
shouU  be  appropriated  and  equally  divided  among  the  nine  col- 
leges till  it  should  reach  the  sum  of  $9,000  per  annum,  would  be 
eufBcient.  The  surplus  revenue  is  now  appropriated  to  colleges 
generally  till  it  reaches  $20,000  per  annum.  The  plan  pro- 
posed would  relieve  the  fund  to  the  amount  of  $11,000  per 
annum  in  future  times.  The  College  of  Hampden  Sidney 
might  apply  for  the  location  in  the  district  where  it  is  situated. 
Or,  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  legislate  'specially,  by  separate 
bill,  as  to  that  college,  giving  it  m  annuity  revocable  at  the 
will  of  the  Legiilituie,  and  leaving  its  charter  as  it  is.  The 
other  two  college?  -want  nothing  I  thmt  we  ought  to  take  no 
notice  of  them  m  oui  bill  ind  then  open  avowal  not  to  come 
under  the  contiol  of  the  State,  is  a  sufficient  justification.  If 
the  friends  of  Hampden  Sidney  should  be  strong  enough  to 
force  it  into  the  bill,  we  must  make  the  he«t  terms  we  can.  I 
would  wish  to  do  something  foi  that  institution;  it  has  been 
and  will  be  useful,  and  is  suppoited  by  a  most  respectable 
population  But  we  should  nevLi  lose  Bight  of  the  whole 
State,  and  do  nothing  for  a  part  that  will  mar  the  entire 
scheme.  I  would  recommend  that  no  notice  be  taken  of  any 
particular  institution  in  the  bill,  except  the  University.  To 
that  I  would  propose  an  appropriation  of  $32,000,  viz:  the 
$25,000  mentioned  in  our  report  to  the  Legislature,  and 
$6,000  added  thereto  to  replace  the  sum  borrowed  from  the 
library  fund  to  finish  the  library  room.  Or,  if  you  think  it 
better,  we  might  ask  for  the  exact  sum  mentioned  in  our 
report,  saying  nothing  of  the  $6,000.  Taking  out  the 
$25,000,  there  would  remain  a  a«fl5cient  surplus  to  start  all 
the  colleges  with  one  salary  of  $150 — the  local  population 
giving  the  lands  and  buildings,  and  the  students  the  fees. 
These  colleges  would  all,  upon  this  plan,  be  fully  endowed  in 
five  years  from  this  time.     Thsy  would  be  the  beat  friends  of 
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the  University.  The  old  colleges  would  be  left  unmolested. 
As  to  William  &  Mary,  we  might,  if  the  country  should  so 
desire,  give  her  a  roving  commission.  But  upon  that  question 
Tve  need  not  give  any  opinion,  but  leave  it  for  future  adjust- 
ment. What  is  to  prevent  the  success  of  this  scheme! 
Nothing  hut  private  and  local  interests  in  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates. Perhaps  this  will  he  the  result.  But  wo  should  not 
lose  by  the  suggestion ;  for  the  people  would  every  where  see 
that  we  were  looking  home  to  them,  and  moving  towards  them 
with  a  firm  and  consistent  march.  We  would  get  the  intelli- 
gent farmers  on  our  side.  And  the  friends  of  the  primary 
schools  woiild  see  an  end  speedily  approaching  to  the  appropri- 
ations to  the  higher  seminaries,  and  that  our  system  would  soon 
embrace  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  Some  have  thought 
that  the  Governor  and  Council  would  be  a  better  body  to  de- 
cide on  the  locations  and  grants  than  the  Literary  Board. 
Great  and  powerful  interests  in  the  State  will  co-operate  with 
local  and  selfish  interests  to  break  down  this  project.  But  I 
am  in  hopes  we  may  be  able  to  carry  it  sooner  or  later.  I  have 
nOt  time  to  write  to  both  yourself  and  Mr.  Madison;  but  pre- 
sume that  you  and  he  understand  each  other's  views.  Until  I 
hear  from  you,  I  shall  be  entirely  engaged  in  endeavoring  to 
prepare  the  necessary  sijpport  for  the  bill.  I  enclose  Mr. 
Pictet's  letter,  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Madison  and 
shewn  to  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Loyall.  Tour  last  letter  will 
have  a  considerable  effect.  I  shall  confer  with  your  friends  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  using  it. 

Faithfully  your  friend, 

■Joseph  C.  Caisell, 

Mt.  JefcrsoA 
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T.   J.   TO    J.   C.   0. 

MoKTicELLO,  Feljcuarj-  Ji,  1826. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  two  favors  of  the  8th  and  10th  were 
received  jesterdaj,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  get  this  into  the 
mail  which  is  to  be  closed  this  evening.  If  they  have  not 
cheered  me  in  all  things,  thej  greatly  do  it  in  the  prospect 
they  hold  up  of  succeeding  in  our  intermediate  plan  of  schools. 
But  I  am  sorry  yon  waited  a  moment  to  consult  me  on  the 
Bubject,  and  the  more  so  as  it  finds  me  under  a  severe  relapse, 
and  during  a  paroxysm  of  pain,  rendering  impossible  all  at- 
tention of  the  mind  to  any  thing  but  aggravated  suffering. 
This,  however,  occurs  to  me  at  once,  that  I  always  considered 
the  first  plan  as  far  the  best,  but  the  second  the  only  one 
which  could  be  obtained  from  the  local  interests  it  enlisted.  I 
remember,  too,  that  the  second  bill  was  copied  from  the  first 
verbatim;  except  in  the  mutations  of  place,  and  the  changes 
which  these  called  for.  Obvious  as  these  are,  they  are  still 
such  as  under  my  present  pain  are  beyond  my  powers,  but  you 
can  make  them  yourself  in  a  few  minutes.  Lay  them  side  by 
side,  and  comparing  section  by  section,  the  changes  in  the 
second  will  present  themselves  at  once  for  rejection.  The 
remaining  sections  of  both  will  be  found  verhatim  the  same ; 
unless  here  and  there  a  word  may  have  occurred  in  the  second, 
or  a  phrase  or  idea  better  than  had  occurred  in  the  first.  Other 
changes  for  the  better  may  also  occur  to  yoarself.  Some, 
indeed,  are  specified  in  your  letter,  and  in  general  I  approve 
of  all  your  new  suggestions.  Pray  then  do  not  wait  a  mo- 
ment, but  drive  at  once  the  nail  which  you  find  will  go.  As 
to  the  quantity  of  ground  necessary,  if  each  professor  and  the 
steward  has  a  curtilage,  garden,  pasture,  and  orchard,  it  is 
enough.  The  printing  your  pamphlet  was  all-important.  The 
reasoning  of  the  'Triend  of  Science"  cannot  be  answered, 
My  letter  too  of  September  17,  must  be  felt.  Equal  right,  the 
principle  of  the  first  bill,  is  the  polar  star  to  ho  followed. 
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Whatever  may  be  the  eeiitence  to  be  prononnced  in  my  par- 
ticular case,  the  efforts  of  my  friends  are  so  visible,  the  im- 
pressions so  profoundly  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that 
they  can  never  be  obliterated.  They  plant  there  a  consolation 
which  countervails  whatever  other  indications  might  seem  to 
import.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  particu- 
larly, is  balm  to  my  soul.  Thanks  to  yoii  all,  and  warm  and 
affectionate  acknowledgments.  I  count  on  nothing  now,  I  am 
taught  to  know  my  standard,  and  have  to  meet  with  no  fui'- 
ther  disappointment. 

Th  :  Jeffeeson. 

Jlr.  Cahcll. 


J.  C,  C,  TO    T.  J. 

Richmond,  February  15,  1826. 
Dear  Sir,— The  publication  of  the  extract  from  your  last 
letter  to  me,  was  made  with  the  approbation  of  Judge  Oarr, 
and  I  hope  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you,  as  I  am  sure  it  will 
produce  a  very  good  effect.  The  Lottery  Bill  was  not  taken 
up  to-day.  It  has  gained  ground  for  some  days  past,  and  I 
Lave  no  doubt  will  pass,  but  not  without  a  large  minority. 
We  have  a  wayward  house  to  deal  with,  but  I  hope  you  will 
not  suffer  these  things  to  depress  you;  for  we  are  to  be 
injured  by  them,  not  yourself.  If  it  be  in  your  power,  I  wish 
you  would  alter  your  hill  in  the  mode  proposed,  and  send  it  to 
me.  The  idea  of  making  the  districts  give  the  lands  is  very 
popular.  On  this  plan  we  can  now  give  $25,000  to  finish  the 
University,  and  a  salary  of  $500  to  each  of  the  nine  col- 
leges. The  Senator  from  the  S.  W,  corner  of  the  State  is 
much  dissatisfied  with  his  district,  as  the  centre  is  in  high 
mountains.  But  what  is  to  be  done  t  We  cannot  give  the 
trans- Alleghany  country  three,  and  the  Kanawha  Valley  must 
be  postponed  for  the  present.     I  think  there  is  judgment  in 
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propoaing  now  tho  same  arrangement  you  did  formerly.  I 
like  uracil  the  idea  of  having  one  near  the  University,  as  a 
preparatory  school. 

Yours,  most  sinoerely, 

Joseph  C-  Cabell. 
itfr.  Jefereon. 

J.    0.    C.  TO   T.   J. 

COXII. 

Senate  Chambbb,  20th  February,  1826. 
Dear  Sik, — On  tlie  next  page  you  will  find  the  vote  of  the 
Senate  on  the  passage  cf  your  hill.  Of  the  four  Senators  who 
voted  against  it,  two  were  carried  off  by  their  aversion  to  lot- 
teries. The  hill  was  committed  at  12.  I  asked  leave  for  tho 
Committee  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  House.  We  re- 
ported at  1,  and  passed  the  bill  instanter.  If  the  House  of 
Delegates  had  not  adjourned  on  account  of  the  death  of  a 
memher,  the  passage  of  the  bill  would  have  been  communi- 
cated by  special  message.    It  is  now  a  law  of  the  land.*    I  sin- 

'"  [The  General  Asaemtly  having  graiitod  the  lottery  for  tie  Tjettor  disposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson's  property,  measures  for  oorrjing  it  promptly  into  effect 
were  initliited  in  Kieliniond,  at  a  public  meeting  of  cltisens  favorable  to  the 
otgeet,  nho  also  recommended  similar  meetings  in  the  different  ooantieB. 
Resolutions  were  drann  up  witli  this  view  hy  Mr.  Cabell  iu  Nelsou;  but 
owing  to  a  present  iudisposition  in  the  author,  wore  offered  by  another  and 
adopted  at  a  oonference  of  citizens  in  Lovingaton,  June  26,  132S.  A  Commit- 
tee to  obtain  snbsoriptiona  was  appointed,  and  the  meinhera  were  moving  with 
an  aotivity  that  promised  auocess,  when,  in  a  few  deys,  iutelligenee  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Jefferson  reached  tLem,  and  suspended  their  proceedings.  The 
preamble  of  that  pnpor  ia  given  here,  to  show  that  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Cabell  to 
aerve  his  revered  friend  were  continued  to  the  last.] 

The  undersigned  citiaflns  of  Nelson  county,  conoui'ring  cordially  in  the  views 
lately  espresaed  by  their  fellow- oitis ens  at  the  seat  of  government,  and 
heartily  sympathiaing  in  the  eentimenta  of  grateful  respect  and  affectionate 
regard  recently  evinced  both  there  and  elsewhere,  for  their  countryman, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  cannot  disguise  the  sincere  satisfaction  which  they  derive 
from  tho  prospect  of  a  general  co-operation  to  relieve  this  aged  and  distin- 
guished patriot.  The  important  services  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
JefferaoD,  from  fte  days  of  his  yontli,  when  he  drew  upou  hi^iBelf  the  resent- 
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cerely  wish  your  health  may  be  better  than  it  was  when  you 
last  wrote  me.  I  have  prepared,  as  you  suggestecT  in  your  last, 
an  Amendatory  Act  relative  to  the  colleges,  which  has  been 
approved  by  al!  to  whom  I  have  shown  it.  In  this  niimher 
are  included  four  out  of  five  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals.  I  shall  wait  on  Mr.  Taylor  to-morrow,  and  ask  him 
to  introduce  it.  Your  former  collegiate  bill  is  the  basis  of  the 
plan.  I  fear  it  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  carry  it,  I  will, 
however,  get  it  printed,  and  pave  the  way  for  future  success, 
should  we  fail  now.* 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Jeffenon. 

Ayes. — Johnson  of  Petersburg,  Goodwyn,  Allen,  Erown, 
Dade,  Fry,  Tom,  Sharp,  Cabell,  Martin,  Saunders,  Jones, 
Holt— 13. 

Noes. — Ruffin,  McCarty,  Morgan,  Armistead — 4. 
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9  relative  to  Tbomna  Jefferson,  recently 
adopted  by  the  citisens  of  Kichinond  and  Manchester,  meet  the  cordial  appro- 
bation of  the  UHflersigned  citizens  of  Nelson  county,  &e. 

*  A  copy  of  this  proposed  bill  is  given  in  Appendis  P.  It  was  presented 
to  the  House,  bnt  failed  this  session,  partly  through  the  opposition  of  the  pro- 
fessed Mends  of  the  Primary  Schools,  partly  on  the  alleged  ground  that  Mr. 
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(CiaCrLAK.) — T.  J.  TO  J.  c.  c. 

MoMi:ciin.o,  April  21,  1826. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Wirt  declined  the  offices  proposed  to  him.* 
Mr.  Loraax  has  accepted  the  Professorship  of  Law,  and  will 
open  his  school  on  the  first  of  July.  He  has  paid  ns  a  visit, 
and  his  appointment  appears  to  have  given  the  highest  degree 
of  satisfaction  to  every  hody,  professors,  students,  neighbors, 
and  to  none  more  than  myself.  We  have  now  166  students; 
and,  on  the  opening  of  the  law  school,  we  expect  to  have  all 
our  dormitories  filled.  Order  and  industry  nearly  complete, 
and  sensibly  improving  every  day. 
Afl'eetionately  yours, 

Tn :  Jeffersox. 
ilr.  Cabdl. 


Caball's  estimates  of  tlie  cost  of  erecting  and  maintaining  such  an  cslablish- 
raeut  nas  miich  too  low.  To  i-ebut  this  argnmeiit,  be  devoted  a  part  of  his 
leisure  to  drawing  a  "  Plan  for  a  amall  college."  Such  as  was  oontemplBted 
by  tlie  bill.  Tiiis  was  elaborated  with  great  care  and  in  minute  detail,  and 
wben  examined  convinced  many  who  bad  doubted  before.  It  was  Mr,  C's. 
wisli  that  an  experiment  should  be  tried  with  a  single  ono,  which,  if  snoceSB- 
ful,  miglit  serve  as  a  model  for  othe  s  n  those  pa  ta  of  the  '^tai«  where  they 
were  most  required.  But  the  plan  was  loane  1  to  a  fr  end  and  ia  pnssing 
from  his  hands  to  others  was  lost.  Frequent  ppli  at  ous  were  made  to  him 
afterwords  fop  the  loan  of  it,  and  by  sove  al  with  a  v  ew  of  agtt  a  trying  its 
fortune  before  the  Legislature  ;  but  after  diligent  enqu  y  be  was  unable  to 
recover  it,  and  never  found  leiaure  fo  l8  re  p  oduotion  before  his  attention 
became  absorbed  by  anotlier  great  publ  o  nteie  t — the  un  t  n„  of  the  Eastern 
and  Western  waters  of  the  State.  Tl  e  suboequent  uiult  pi  cat  on  of  colleges 
and  academies  in  Vir(^nia  has  also  s  pe-seded  the  ne  ese  ty  of  euoh  an 
establishment. 

*■  These  were  t?se  FreeidfOicy  ot '^e  Univeisity  united  with  the  Professor- 
ship of  Law.  (See  Kennedy's  Life  of  Wirt,  II.  207-9.)  The  former  post 
haying  been  created  aa  an  additional  inducement  to  his  aooeptance  of  the 
other,  and  declined  by  him,  the  arrangement  was  rescinded ;  and  the  institu- 
tion lias  never  had  any  permanent  head,  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  President 
devolving  on  the  "Chairman  of  the  Faculty"  for  the  time-being,  who  is  an- 
nually ro  elected. 
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We,  ■Tolin  Harris,  Jolin  Nicholas,  John  Kelly,  Peter  Carr  and  John 
Carr,  five  of  those  ippointei  trustees  by  the  act  of  the  Genev^l  As- 
Eembly      t  tl  d  t  to  est  Hish  an  academy  in  the  county  of 

Albema  I  If        th      p    p  ?es,"  haviiig  met  at  the  house  of 

Triplet*  T  E  t  th    t  w      f  Oharlottesville,  on  the  25th  day  of 

March,  1814  f      th    p    p         f  taiing  into  eoneideration  tte  eaid 
recited     t        I  th  tip       ng  a  majority,  as  by  the  said  act  is 

required  h         g     d  d     t    fill  such  vacancies  as  have  occurred 

by  deatk.  t  dm  vals,  to  nominate  the  following  citi- 

zens, to  w  t    Th     as  J  ff  Jonathan  B.  Carr,  Robert  B.  Stresh- 

ley,  James  Leitch,  Edmund  Anderson,  Thomas  Wells,  Nicholas 
Lewis,  Frank  Carr,  John  Winn,  Alesander  Gari-ett,  Dabney  Minor, 
Samuel  Carr  and  Thomas  Jameson,  to  fill  such  vaeaaciea;  and  when- 
ever the  concurrence  of  one  other  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  said 
recited  act  shall  concur  in  the  said  nomination,  they  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  duly  appointed  as  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  said 
recited  act  into  execution,  and  a  general  meeting  is  recommended  at 
the  houae  of  Triplett  T.  Estes,  in  the  town  of  Charlottesville,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  the  nest  month, 

(Signed,)  John  Harms, 

John  Nicholas, 
John  Kelly, 
P-  Care, 
John  GAaa, 
Edward  G-arland. 
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Agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  25th  of  March  last  past, 
on  Uiis  5th  clay  of  April,  1814,  appeared  at  the  place  appointed, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Jonathan  E.  Carr,  Robert  B.  Streshley,  James 
Leiteh,  Edmund  Anderson,  Thomas  Wells,  Nicholas  M.  Lewis,  Frank 
Oarr,  John  Winn,  Alexander  Garrett,  Peter  Carr,  Edward  Garland, 
John  Kelly,  John  Nicholas,  Eice  Garland,  Samuel  Carr,  Thomas 
Jameson  and  John  Carr,  and  the  nomination  made  on  the  25th  of 
March  last  haying  been  duly  approved  of  by  Edward  Garland,  making 
a  majority  of  the  remaining  Trustees  nnder  the  act  aforesaid — 

Whereupon,  the  said  Trustees  proceeded  to  elect  their  President 
and  Secretary.     Peter  Carr  was  chosen  President  and  Jotn  Carr 


On  motion  to  designate  the  place  where  the  proposed  establishment 
shall  be  made,  the  determination  thereof  is  postponed  until  the  15th 
day  of  the  present  month. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  the  following  members,  to  wit:  Thomas 
Jefferson,  Peter  Carr,  Frank  Carr,  John  Nicholas  and  Alexander 
Garrett,  were  chosen  to  draft  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  proposed  institution. 

The  same  committee  are  instrncted  to  report  to  the  nezt  meeting  a 
plan  for  raising  funds  for  the  erection  and  support  of  the  said  insti- 
tution; and  thereupon  the  meeting  is  adjourned  till  the  15th  instant, 
at  the  house  of  Triplett  T.  Estes. 

(Signed,)  P.  Cake. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Albemarle  j 
the  house  of  Triplett  T.  Estea,  Oharlottes-ville,  the  15th  day  of  April, 
1814,  agreeable  to  adjournment ; 

Present — Peter  Carr,  President,  Thomas  Jameson,  Frank  Carr, 
Jonathan  B.  Carr,  Robert  B.  Streshley,  James  Leiteh,  John  Kelly, 
John  Nicholas,  John  Winn,  John  Carr  and  Edmund  Anderson.  The 
number  present  consisting  of  a  bare  majority,  and  it  being  desirable  that 
a  full  Board  should  be  had  to  take  into  consideration  the  important 
aubjeots  submitted  to  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  :  It 
is  therefore  ordered,  that  the  sitting  be  adjourned  till  Tuesday,  the 
3d  day  of  May  nest. 

P.  Cakk,  Pres't. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  tlie  Albemarle  Academy,  held  at 
the  house  of  Triplett  T.  Estes,  the  Sd  day  of  May,  1814,  agreeable 
to  adjournment : 

Present — Peter  Oarr,  President,  John  Harris,  Dahney  Minor, 
Thomas  Wells,  Samuel  Garr,  John  Kelly,  John  Winn,  Rice  Garland, 
John  Nicholas,  Eohert  B.  Streshley,  Jonathan  B.  Garr,  Frank  Garr, 
Thomas  Jameson,  James  Leitch  and  Edmund  Andereon. 

Wilson  G.  Nicholas,  hy  letter  dated  2d  May,  1814,  declines  acting 
as  a  trustee  of  the  Academy.  Nimrod  Bramham  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  said  Wilson  C.  Nich- 
olas, and  the  Secretary  is  ordered  to  inform  the  said  Bramham  of  his 
appointment. 

The  committee  appointed  by  an  order  of  the  Board  made  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1814,  to  draft  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govemmeat 
of  the  proposed  Academy,  and  who  were  directed  also  to  report 
on  the  ways  and  means  of  raising  funds  for  the  establishment  and 
support  of  the  institution,  this  day  made  a  report  in  these  words,  to 
wit :  "  The  committee  appointed,"  &c.,  which,  being  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Board,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  appoint  a  committeo  to  carry  into 
effect  that  article  of  the  report  which  relates  to  the  management  of 
the  lottery,  when  John  Winn,  John  Kelly,  James  Leitch,  Prank  Con' 
and  Alexander  Garrett  were  elected  for  that  purpose. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  tfl  elect  a  Treasurer  and  President  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Lottery,  when  John  Kelly  was  chosen. 

Dabney  Minor,  Thomas  Wells  and  Edmund  Anderson  were  elected 
a  committee  to  open  subscriptions  agreeable  to  that  article  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  this  subject. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  Thomas  M.  Eandolph  and  Peter  Garr  were 
elected  a  committee  to  draft  petitions  to  the  next  Assembly  asking  an 
appropriation  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  glebe  lands 
for  the  benefit  of  the  institution. 

Adjourned  till  the  third  Priday  m  June  next. 

P.  Carr,  Prei'(. 

Teste— Jno.  Oarr,  Sec'y. 


c.y  Google 


APPENDIX. 

g  of  the  Board  of  Tmstees  of  the  Albemarle  Academy, 
at  Charlottesville,  the  17th  June,  181i  : 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  Frank  Carr  was  nominated  and 
appointed  aa  Secretary. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded,  the  scheme  of  a  lottery  heretofore 
reported  to  the  Board  was  amended  ty  the  adoption  of  the  following 
sabstitute ; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five,  to  wit:  John  Winn,  James 
Leitoh,  John  Nicholas,  Erank  Carr  and  Alexander  Garrett  be  ap- 
pointed to  view  the  different  situations  in  the  county  of  Albemarle  for 
the  purpose  of  locating  the  Albemarle  AeadeTOj,  and  to  enquire  into 
the  relative  expense  of  building  on  the  best  and  most  economical  plan, 
and  of  purchasing  a  situation  already  improved ;  and  that  they  report 
their  reasons  at  large  in  favor  of  the  situation  to  which  they  give  the 
preference. 

Ordered,  that  tlie  Board  adjourn  till  the  meeting  in  course. 

1\  CAmi,  Fres'C. 


At  a  Btated  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Albemai-le  Academy, 
held  at  the  house  of  Triplett  T.  Estes,  in  Charlottesville,  the  19th 
day  of  August.,  1814 : 

Present— Peter  Carr,  President,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Dabney  Minor, 
John  Winn,  Thomas  Wells,  Rice  Gailand,  Alexander  Garrett,  Jona- 
than B.  Carr,  Robert  B.  Stresbley,  Nicholas  M.  Lewis,  James  Leitch, 
Edward  Garland,  John  Nicholas,  John  Kelly,  Samuel  Cai-r  and  John 
Carr. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refeixed  the  subject  of  location,  made 
a  report  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  refeiTed  the  resolution  of  the  Hoard 
of  Trustees  of  the  Albemarle  Academy  of  the  17th  of  June,  1814, 
relative  to  the  location  of  said  Academy,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  thereupon  agreed  to  the  following  report : 

"Your  committee  have  viewed  the  different  sites  on  which  it  would 
be  advisable  to  locate  the  Academy  in  the  town  of  Charlottesville  and 
its  vicinity,  and  in  their  opinion  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  locate 
the  same  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  distant  not  more  than  one-half 
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mile,  provided  such  looation,  building,  kc.  would  not  coat  the  institution 
more  than  a  sitwation  in  town  already  improved  suitable  to  the  pur- 
pose. To  foi-m  some  idea  of  the  probable  cost  of  improving  a  site  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  towo,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  subroit  the 
annexed  plan,  and  recommend  its  adoption  by  the  Board  ais  one  best 
suited  to  the  purpose,  provided  the  work  can  be  completed  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  estimate. 

"  Your  committee  have  in  vain  attempted  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  a 
site  unimproved  in.  the  vioinity  of  town,  not  being  able  to  propose 
any  particular  terms  of  purchase,  there  being  no  funds  at  present  at 
command  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  they  therefore  beg  of  the  Board 
to  indulge  the  committee  in  a  report  on  this  part  of  the  said  resolution 
until  a  fund  shall  have  been  raised  necessajy  to  the  purchase  of  such 
site.  When  this  shall  be  accomplished,  your  committee  vrill  then  be 
enabled  to  propose  the  terms  of  purchase  with  certainty,  and  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  sites  enabled  to  make  proposals  of  sale  accordingly. 
"  .All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"John  Winn, 
"Jambs  Lbitchj 
"JoHH  Nicholas, 
"Alex.  G-arrett. 
"IQth  Avffust,  1814." 
Which  report  is  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

It  is  ordered  and  directed,  that  the  President  of  the  Board  cause 
notice  to  he  given  in  the  public  prints,  according  to  law,  that  a  petition 
will  be  presented  to  the  next  General  Assembly  praying  an  appropri- 
ation of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  glebes  to  the  benefit 
of  the  Academy. 

The  meeting  is  now  adjourned  till  tKc  third  Friday  in  November 

V.  Care. 
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A  LETTEE  FEOM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  LATE  PETER  CARR, 
Onginally  published  in  the  Enqviyci: 

MoNTiOELLO  Septem!  er  th  ISIJ 
Dbir  &IE  — On  the  subject  of  tlie  academy  oi  college  pioposed  to 
le  establialied  in  our  ncislibf  rhood  I  piomi  pd  the  tiUe.tee'*  that  I 
w  uli  jrepare  for  tUem  a  jian  idapfed  in  the  fiist  instance  to  our 
slender  funds  hut  susceptible  f  hemg  enlir^ed  either  by  their  own 
growth  or  by  iccesBion  tiom  othei  quarters 

I  have  long  enteitainel  the  hope  thit  this  our  nati\e  State  would 
take  «p  the  suhject  of  education  ml  make  in  estaHiahment  either 
with  or  with  oat  ineoiporat  on  into  th^t  ol  William  ^  Mfiy  where 
eyeiy  !  ranch  ot  science  d  emed  useful  dt  this  day  should  be  taught 
in  its  J  igheet  degiee  With  this  view  Ihi\e  1st  no  occasion  of 
mikin^  myoalf  a  quainted  with  the  oig  nizili  n  ot  the  he^t  semmi 
nes  in  othei  countiies  and  with  the  op  nioas  of  tte  mcst  enlightened 
individaals  on  the  s  ihjeot  of  tl  e  BcienLPs  worthy  of  a  plai,t  in  such 
an  institution  In  ordei  to  prepare  what  I  have  promised  our  tiuB 
teea,  I  havi.  lately  revised  these  several  plana  with  attention,  and  I 
am  strnck  with  the  diversity  of  arrangement  observable  in  them— no 
two  alike.  Tet,  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  several  arrangements  have 
been  (he  subject  of  mature  reflection  by  wise  and  learned  men  who 
nt  mplat  I  1  um  t  ncc  h  dapt  d  th  m  t  th  nd 
t  n  f  th  t  n  f  8  ty  f  wh  1  th  y  1  b  f  n  i  I 
am  t  gtl  a  d  n  tl  n  1  n  by  x  m  n  t  n  f  h  pa- 
at  ly  anl  a  n  t  n  th  t  n  n  f  th  m  f  al  jt  d  w  tl  t 
h  ng     w  ull  V  t  d  t     th  m  t  nd   p«       t    f      u- 

nt  y      Th      xamp!     tl   y  h  t  th  th     ty  f      n    t 

s  leot  f  m  th  1  ff  nt  n  1 1  t  th  m  t  al  wh  h  £  dy 
M  nd  w  tl  th  m  to  t  a  fc  n  tu  wh  se  rr  g  nt  h  II 
respond  with  our  own  social  oonditiouj  and  shall  admit  of  enlargement 
in  proportion  to  the  enoouragement  it  may  merit  and  receive.  As  I 
may  not  he  able  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  tri;steoe,  I  will  make 
you  the  depository  of  my  ideas  on  the  subject,  which  may  bo  cor- 
rentsid,  as   you  proceed,  by  the  better  view  of  others^  and  adapted, 
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from  time  to  time,  to  the  prospects  'wliich  open  upon  us,  and  which 
cannot  he  speoiflcally  seen  and  proyided  for. 

In  the  first  place,  we  mwat  ascertain  with  precision  the  ohject  of  our 
institution,  by  taking  a  survey  of  the  general  field  of  science,  and 
marking  out  the  portion  we  mean  to  occupy  at  fii^st,  and  the  uitimate 
extension  of  our  views  hsyond  thsit,  should  we  he  enahled  to  render 
it,  in  the  end,  as  comprehensive  as  we  would  wish. 


1,  Elementary  Schools. 
It  is  highly  interesting  to  our  country,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  its 
functionaries,  to  provide  that  every  oitiEea  in  it  should  receive  an 
education  proportioned  to  the  coudition  and  pursuits  of  his  life.  The 
mass  of  our  citizens  moy  he  divided  into  two  cLisses — the  laboring 
and  the  learned.  The  laboring  will  need  the  first  grade  of  education 
to  qualify  them  for  their  pursuits  and  duties ;  the  learned  'will  need  it 
as  a,  foundation  for  fui-ther  acquiiements  A  plan  wi'f  foimerly  pro 
posed  to  the  Legi^latuie  of  this  Stite  foi  hying  off  every  county 
into  hundreds  or  waids  of  fiie  or  six  miles  «qaire,  withm  each  of 
which  ihould  be  i  school  for  the  educatijn  of  the  childien  of  the 
waiJ  wheiem  thty  should  leceiie  three  yean,  mstiuction  gratis,  in 
loading  wilting  aiithmetic,  is  fai  as  fi'icfions  the  roots  and  ritiOB 
anl  geogiiphy  The  Legislature  it  one  time  tried  an  ineffectual 
expedient  for  mtioducmg  this  plan,  which  having  failed  it  i-*  hoped 
thpj  will  =omt  day  lesume  it  in  i  moie  promising  foim 

2   GtEMEEAL  Schools 

At  the  disohii^ing  of  the  pupils  from  the  eleinentaiy  sihooh,  the 
two  classes  separate — those  destined  foi  labir  will  engage  in  the  busi 
nesa  of  agiiculture,  or  entei  into  app  uticeships  to  3ui,h  handiciift  art 
as  may  be  their  choice ,  then  companions,  destined  to  the  pursuit?  of 
science  will  proceed  to  the  college,  which  will  con'^ist,  Ist,  of  General 
Schools,  liud  2d,  of  Pi ofesfional  Schools  The  General  School?  will 
oonstitute  the  second  gride  of  education 

The  learned  class  miy  atiU  he  fubdivided  mtc  two  fections,  1, 
Those  who  are  destined  foi  karned  piofes'aon''  as  a  means  of  liveli 
hood  J  and  3,  The  wealthy  who,  poaaea^ing  mdej-endent  fortunes, 
may  aspire  to  share  in  conducting  the  dffaits  of  the  nation,  or  to  live 
with  usefulness  and  leapect  m  the  pn\ate  nnk?  of  life.  Both  of 
these  Boctions  will  lejum,  m-jtu  u  i  n  11  th  1  igher  hranehes  of 
25 
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science;  the  wealthy  to  qualify  them  for  eitiier  public  or  private 
life ;  the  profeasional  section  wili  neecl  those  branches,  especially, 
which  axe  the  basis  of  their  future  profession,  and  a  general  know- 
ledge of  tlie  others,  as  ausiliary  to  that,  and  necessary  to  their  stand- 
ing and  associating  with  the  seientific  class.  All  the  branches,  then, 
of  useful  science,  ought  to  he  taught  in  the  general  schools,  to  a  com- 
petent extent,  in  the  first  instance.  These  sciences  may  be  arranged 
into  three  departments,  not  rigorously  scientific,  indeed,  but  sufEciently 
so  for  oar  purposes.  These  are,  I,  Language ;  II,  Mathematics ; 
HI,  Philosophy. 

I.  Language.  In  the  first  department,  I  would  arrange  a  distinct 
science.  1,  Languages  and  History,  ancient  and  modern;  2,  Gram- 
mar; 3,  Belles  Lettres;  4,  Rhetoric  and  Oratory;  5,  A  school  for 
the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind.  History  is  here  associated  with  languages, 
not  as  a  kindred  subject,  but  on  a  principle  of  economy,  because  both 
may  be  attained  by  the  same  course  of  reading,  if  books  are  selected 
with  that  view. 

II.  Mathematics.  In  the  department  of  mathematics,  I  should  give 
place  distinctly,  1,  Mathematics  pure;  2,  Physico-Mathematics ;  3, 
Physic;  4,  Chemistry;  5,  Katural  History,  to  wit:  Mineralogy;  6, 
Botany;  and  7,  Zoology;  8.  Anatomy;  9,    the  Theory  of  Medicine. 

III.  Philosffphy.  In  the  Philosophical  department,  I  should  dis- 
tinguish, 1,  Ideology  ;  2,  Ethics ;  3,  the  Law  of  Nature  and  Nations ; 
4,  Government;  5,  Political  Economy. 

But,  some  of  these  terms  being  used  by  diiferent  writers,  in  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  extension,  I  shall  define  exactly  what  I  mean  to 
comprehend  in  eaeh  of  them. 

I.  3.  Within  the  term  of  Belles  Lettres  I  include  poetry  and  com- 
position generally,  and  Criticism. 

II,  1.  I  consider  pure  Mathematics  as  the  science  of,  I,  Numbers, 
and  II,  Measure  in  the  abstract;  that  of  numbers  comprehending 
Arithmetic,  Algebra  and  Husions;  that  of  Measure  (under  the  gene- 
ral appellation  of  Geometry)  comprehending  Trigonometry,  plane  and 
spherical^  conic  sections,  and  transcendental  curves. 

II.  2.  Physico-Matliematies  treat  of  physical  subjects  by  the  aid 
of  mathematical  calculation.  These  are  Mechanics,  Statics,  Hydro- 
statics, Hydrodynamics,  Navigation,  Astronomy,  Geogi-aphy,  Optics, 
Pneumatics,  Acoustics. 

II.  3.  Physios,  or  Natural  Philosophy,  (not  entering  the  limits  of 
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Chemiatry,)  treat  of  nataral  sulistanoes,  tLeir  properties,  mutual  rela- 
tions and  action.  They  particularly  esamine  the  suhjecta  of  motion, 
action,  magnetism,  electricity,  galvanism,  light,  meteorology,  with  an 
&o.  not  easily  enumerated.  These  definitions  and  specifications  render 
immaterial  the  question  whether  I  use  the  Generic  terms  in  the  exaot 
degree  of  com  prehension  in  which  others  use  them ;  to  he  understood 
is  all  that  !■,  necessary  to  the  present  object. 

3.    PaOFESSIOHAL   SCHOOLS. 

At  the  close  of  this  course  the  students  separate ;  the  wealthy 
retiring,  with  a  sufficient  stock  of  knowledge,  to  improTo  themselyes 
to  any  degree  to  which  their  views  may  lead  them,  and  the  profes- 
sional section  to  the  professional  schools,  constituting  the  third  grade 
of  education,  and  teaching  the  particular  sciences  which  the  indi- 
viduals of  this  section  mean  to  pursue,  with  more  minuteness  and 
detail  than  was  within  the  scope  of  the  general  schools  for  the  second 
grade  of  instruction.  In  these  professional  schools  each  science  is 
to  be  taught  in  the  highest  degree  it  has  yet  attained.  They  are  to 
be  the 

1st  Department,  the  fine  arts,  to  wit :  Civil  Architecture,  Garden- 
ing, Painting,  Sculpture,  and  the  theory  of  Music;  the 

2d  De^arlineM,  Architecture,  Military  and  Naval;  Projectiles, 
Rural  Economy,  (comprehending  Agriculture,  Horticulture  and  Vete- 
rinary,) Technical  Philosophy,  the  practice  of  Medicine,  Materia 
Medica,  Phiimiey  and  Suigerj      In  the 

3d  Depaitnent,  Theology  and  Ecclesiasti  A  History;  Law,  Muni- 
rapal  and  Torei^n 

To  these  piofes'iional  schools  will  come  tho  who  separated  at  the 
close  of  their  flist  elementaiy  comse,  to  wit 

The  lawyei  t3  the  school  of  law. 

The  ecclesiastic  to  that  of  theology  and  ecclesiastical  history. 

The  physician  to  those  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  materia  medica, 
pharmacy  and  surgery. 

The  military  man  to  that  of  military  and  naval  architecture  and 
projectiles. 

The  agricultor  to  that  of  rural  economy. 

The  gentleman,  the  architect,  the  pleasure  gardener,  painter  and 
musician  to  the  school  of  fine  arts. 

And  to  that  of  technical  philosophy  will  come  the  mariner,  ear- 
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penter,  ship-wright,  pump  maker,  clock  malier,  machinist,  optician, 
metallurgist,  founder,  cutler,  druggist,  brewer,  vintner,  distiller,  dyer, 
painter,  bleecher,  soap  msdier,  tanner,  powder  maker,  salt  maker, 
glass  maker,  to  learn  as  muck  as  ekall  bo  necessary  to  pursue  theii 
art  understand! ngly,  of  the  Bciencea  of  geometry,  mechanics,  statics, 
hydrostatics,  hydraulics,  hydrodynamics,  navigation,  asti'onomy,  geo- 
graphy, optics,  pneumatics,  acoustics,  physics,  chemistry,  natural  his- 
tory, hotany,  mineralogy  and  pharmacy. 

The  school  of  technical  philosophy  will  differ  essentially  Id  its  func- 
tions from  the  other  professional  schools.  The  others  are  instituted  to 
ramify  and  dilate  the  particular  sciences  taught  in  the  schools  of  the 
second  grade  on  a  general  scale  only.  The  technical  school  is  to 
abridge  those  which  were  taught  there  too  much  in  ecctenao  for  the 
limited  wants  of  the  artificer  or  practical  man-.  These  artificers  must 
be  grouped  together,  according  to  the  particular  branch  of  science  in 
which  they  need  elementary  and  practical  instruction  ;  and  a  special 
lecture  or  lectures  should  be  prepared  for  each  group— and  these  lec- 
tures should  be  given  in  the  evening,  so  as  not  to  interrupt  the  labors 
of  the  day.  The  school,  particularly,  should  be  maintaineil  wholly  at 
the  public  expense,  on  the  same  priuoiples  with  that  of  the  ward 
schools.  Through  the  whole  of  the  collegiate  coarse,  at  the  hours  of 
recreation  on  certain  days,  all  the  students  should  be  taught  the 
maniial  exercise,  military  evolutions  and  manceuvres,  should  be  under 
a  standing  organization  as  a  military  corps,  and  with  proper  officers  to 
train  and  command  them. 

A  tabular  statement  of  this  distribution  of  the  sciences  will  place 
the  system  of  instruction  more  purtieularly  in  view  : 

ist  or  Ehinentary  Grade  m  the   Ward  Sclwoh. 
Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Geography. 
2d,  or  General  Grade. 

1.  Language  and  History,  ancient  and  modern. 

2.  Mathematics,  viz : 

Mathematics  pure.  Anatomy, 

Phyaico-Malhematics,  Theory  of  Medicine, 

Physics,  Zoology, 

Chemistry,  Botany  and  Mineralogy. 

3.  Philosophy,  viz: 

Ideology,  and  Ethics,  I  G-overnmeiit, 

Law  of  Nature  and  Nations,    |  Political  Economy. 
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Sd,  or  Profesdonal  Grades. 


Theology  and  Ecclesiasticai  History. 

Law,  Muoicipal  aiid  Foieign. 

Practice  of  Medieice. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy, 

Surgery. 

Architecture,  Military  and  Naval,  and  Projectiles. 

Technical  Philosophj. 

Earal  Economy. 

Fine  Arts. 
On  this  survey  of  the  leld  of  soienM,  I  recur  to  the  question,  what 
portion  of  it  we  mark  out  for  the  oooupation  of  our  institution  ?  With 
the  first  grade  of  education  we  shall  have  nothing  to  do.  The  sciences 
of  the  second  grade  are  our  first  ohjeot;  and,  to  adapt  them  to  our 
slender  beginnings,  we  must  separate  them  into  groups,  compre- 
hending many  sciences  each,  and  greatly  more,  in  the  first  instance, 
than  ought  to  be  imposed  on,  or  can  be  competently  conducted  by  a 
single  professor  permanently.  They  must  be  subdivided  from  time 
to  time,  as  our  means  inorea«e,  until  each  professor  shall  have  no 
more  under  his  care  than  he  can  attend  to  with  advantage  to  his 
pupils  and  ease  to  himself.  Iq  the  further  advance  of  OTir  resources, 
the  professional  schools  must  be  introduced,  and  professorships  estab- 
lished for  them  also.  For  the  present,  we  may  group  the  sciences 
into  professorships,  as  follows,  subject,  however,  to  he  changed,  accord- 
ing to  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  we  may  be  able  to  engage. 

I.   Professorsliip. 
Language  and  History,  ancient  and  modern. 
Belles  Lettres,  Rhetoric  and  Oratory. 

IT.  Professorship. 
Blathoma  tics  pure — Phy  si  co-Math  ematics. 
P  by  sies —Anatomy — Hedicin  a — ^Theory . 

III.  Professorship. 
C  h  e  i^ii  atry —  Zoology — Botany—  Mineralogy. 


Philosophy. 


IV.   ProfessorsJfip. 


=  =,Google 


390  APPENDIX. 

The  organization  of  the  hranoh  of  the  institution  which  respects 
its  governmeat,  police  and  economy,  depending  on  principles  which 
have  no  afBnity  with  tliose  of  ita  institntion,  may  be  the  subject  of 
separate  and  subsequent  consideration. 

With  this  tribute  of  duty  to  the  Board  of  Tmstees,  accept  the 
flfisurnnco  of  my  great  esteem  and  consitleratlori. 

Til ;  jEi'i'EasoN. 


A  Petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Albemarle  Academy,  praying  to 
be  authnrizeil  bylaw  to  demancl  and  receive  certain  moneys  which 
have  aris  a  th  1  f  th  tw  j,!  b  f  tli  p  ish  f  St  \,  n 
and  'El-  d       ks    11  th  1        nt     w  th  th      nt       t        p    fit 

thereon        d    1  n     Uy  f   m  th    P       It      ID       to       f  th 

Literary  Fu  1  a  d     d  nJ   f  th       t      t      j    fit     f  th  t  f     1  p  o- 
portioned         yyaittl     rat     whhth         tbt  fthaad 

county  1   11 1        b         t    th         ft  t    f  th    8t  t        th    p 

ding  year    pjgl      thO  1\        biy  t       d        th    n 

ber  of  V     t  rs  t    p        1     f     tl  j  [      tm     t      d  nd 

for  that  f  h  th  fli  as  th  y  y  th  k  n  ss  y  t  d  fi 
their  pow  1  d  t       t     1  y  d  wn        h  fi    d  p   n    jl      f      tl 

governm    tddm       tt         fth         Inttt  inyg         t 

Stability    t     h  t        m    to  th  t    i  th     C     t     T  C17  g  It 

make  s  h  m  ndm  ts  t  th  t  f  th  tabl  hm  nt  f  p  bl 
schools,  pas  1  th  d  1  y  I)  mb  1796  m  y  f  1  tat  t 
commencement  and  lighten  its  execution  in  the  said  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  refeii-ed  to  the  Committee  of 
Propositions  and  GrieTaoces;  that  they  do  esaciine  the  mutter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House/ 

Sesolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  so  much  of  the 
petition  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Albemarle  Academy  as  prays  for  cer- 
tain amendments  to  tke  act  establishing  the  same,  is  reasonable. 

Resohed,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  so  much  of  the 
said   petition  as   prays    that   all    moneys  now  appropriatad   to   the 
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literary  fund,  within  the  said  county,  may  hereafter  be  vested  in  the 
said  Trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Academy,  he  rejected. 

The  said  resolutions  being  twice  read,  were,  on  questions  severally 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House.— Jo urwo?  of  Soiise  of  Dele- 
gates/or 1815-6,  jjp.  23,  38,  56. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  COLLEGE  IK  THE  COUfJTY  OP 
ALBEMARLE. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  111/  the  Geiieral  Assemhh/,  That  there  shall  be 
established  in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  at  the  place  which  has  been, 
or  shall  he  elected  by  the  Trustees  of  Albemarle  Academy,  and  in 
lieu  of  such  academy,  an  institution  for  the  education  of  youth,  to  be 
called  "  The  Central  College,"  which  shall  be  established,  governed, 
and  administered  as  follows : 

2.  Tha  Grovornor  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time-being,  shall 
be  the  Patron  of  the  said  college,  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
the  Visitors  thereof  in  the  first  instance,  and  to  fill  up  such  vacancies 
in  the  Board  of  Visitors  as  may  esist  afterwards,  from  time  to  time. 

3.  There  shall  he  sis  Visitors,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  each  for 
the  terra  of  three  years,  if  he  shall  bo  long  demean  himself  well;  of 
which  the  Chanoellor  of  the  district  shall  be  the  competent  judge. 

4.  The  said  Board  of  Visitors  shall  have  two  stated  meetings  in 
every  year,  in  the  said  college,  to  wit :  on  the  day  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  spring  term  of  the  Albemarle  Circuit  Court,  and  on  the 
day  of  the  eoiiimenoMnent  of  the  fall  term  of  the  said  Circidt  Court; 
and  such  occasional  meetings  as  may  be  called  from  time  to  time  by 
any  three  members,  giving  effectual  and  timely  notice  to  the  others; 
and  if,  from  any  cause,  the  said  Visitors  do  not  attend  the  said  stated 
meetings,  or  such  occasional  meetings  as  may  he  called  from  time  to 
time,  the  said  meetings  may  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  until  a 
general  meeting  shall  bo  had. 

5.  They,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a 
Treasurer  and  Proctor;  to  establish  professorships,  prescribe  their 
duties,   and   the  course   of  education  to  he  pursued;   determine  the 
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1  3  d  t   n    th  y   ball  receive  fiom  the  college  and 

iL    p     1       f      f  m  th       pi!      to  l^y  diwn  rules  for  the  goiein 

t      d  1      pi         f  th     t  d     t  ;  for  then  subsistence  buaid  and 

mm  d  t  1  tb      h  t    whicb  they  sb'dl  be  subject  for 

th  &e       1  f     t    t  t    p  b     and  <,ontiul  the  duties  and  pro 

1  f    11    f&  t        d  others  with  lespeot  to  the  build 

11         I    th     p    p    ty    f  the  college  ani  to  the  pronding 

b     t  b      1  mm  d  (  and  ail  necessiiies  foi  the  sta 

dt         Ithrsipt  t     tho  same    and  to  fix  the,  ■^Uow 

n  il         1  in     t    f      th  lanes    and    in  g^neial    to  duoijt 

d  d     11  m  tte        d  th    g    wh  h  to  them  shall  seem  best  for  pro 

1       th    p    1  f  th  1 1  tion  and  fur  seeming  improving 

d    mpl  J         t    P    P    'y    '"^   ^  fleveiil  functions  may  be  eser 

d  by  th  m       th    f    m    f  bylaws  rules  oiders   instiuctions  oi 

th  th  y   h  11  1        P    P    ■ 

C    Th        h  11  b      T  to  be  ippoiuted  by  the  Vi  itors  to 

h  Id  h       fli      1       g  th       pi     me    wh  se  dutj  it  '■hall  be  to 

11  J    wh    h    h  II  b    ome  due  oi  acciuc  to  the  wUege 

t     1  y     11  y     wh  h    h  11  be  due  from  it  aecoi  Img  to  such 

d       t  gill         b  H  be  given  by  the  Bond  of  Vi&i 

t  1 1         d      h  t    t  suuh  times  in  such  f  rias  and  to 

h  p       n         tb  y    h  11     q  or  to  tliemselves 

7    Th         1   11  b        P     t       t    be  app  inted  by  the  \  isitor     to 

hold  his  ofEce  duung  then  pleasuie.  In  him  m  trust  f  i  the  college 

shall  be  vested,  transmissible  to  his  successois  the  legal  estate  in  all 

property  of  the  college,  whether  m  possession    in  mteiest    or  in 

action;  and  he  shall  have  authority  to  mamtaia  the  same  in  -dl  suits, 

as  plaintiff      d  f    d     t    wb    h       t     !   II  not  al  ate  by  the  determi 


nation  of  b      &      b  t    h  U    t     d 

1  n  the  name  ot  his  succes 

aor;  he     h  11  be      p  hi          I  w 

d         trust  foi  the  eolleQe    of 

receiving      b      pt            d  d      t 

1  ind  peisouai  of  pnrcbas 

ing,  reoei      g        1  h  id    g    t 

bl     to  hifj  successor    all  pro- 

perty,  real      dp           1       ] 

t   e^t  01  iction 

8.  It    h  11  1-     h     d  ty  t        i 

t  nd    mimgo    preseive    an^l 

improve     11  th     i    pe  ty     f  th 

11           n  possession    interest,  or 

action;  t           t    p                   dp 

tl      buildings    impiovements 

and  posse              t    p       d        b     t 

d  other  necessaiics  anl  to 

direct  and        t    1  h    d          d 

n  m     1  dl  pansation  of  them    to 

employ  a  d       1    !   11         t 

t         )     tbeis  1    ce^s  ly  foi  tb 
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worlds  01  the  services  prtedial  or  menial  of  the  institution ;  and  in  aJl 
those  fnmtions  he  shall  act  cODformabiy  with  the  pi-ovisions  and 
piinciples  established  by  the  Visitors,  of  whose  laws,  regulations,  and 
oideiBj  he  shi,ll  hive  the  general  execution,  when  not  addressed  to 
any  olher  peiwn 

9  And  he  tC  fuiiker  enacted,  That  the  rights  and  claims,  now 
esnting  in  the  said  Albemarle  Academy  and  its  Trustees,  shall  hy 
this  act  become  vested  in  the  said  Central  College  and  its  proper  offi- 
eeiB,  so  soon  as  they  ahali  be  appointed ;  and  that,  in  aid  of  the  sub- 
sciiptn,ns  ind  domfions  obtained,  and  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lottery 
authorized  by  the  act  for  establishing  the  Albemarle  Academy,  the 
said  college  shall,  by  its  proper  of&cers,  when  appointed,  be  author- 
ized to  demand  and  leeeive  the  moneys  ■which  arose  from  the  sales  of 
the  glebe  lands  of  the  parishes  of  St.  Ann  and  Eredericksville,  in  the 
county  of  Albemarle,  or  such  part  thereof  as  belongs  to  the  county  of 
Albemarle  or  its  oitiaens,  or  in  whatever  hands  they  may  be,  to  he 
employed  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  college. 

10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  passed  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  for  establishing  the  said  Albe- 
marle Academy,  that  of  the  satoe  year  amending  the  said  act,  and  all 
other  provisions  of  other  acts  contrary  to  the  purview  of  tliis  act,  shall 
be  repealed  from  and  after  the  appointment  of  Visitors,  as  therein 
provided. 

11.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
passing  thereof. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  Central  College,  held  at  Char- 
lottesville on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1817,  on  a  call  by  three  members, 
to  wit:  John  Hartwell  Coehe,  Jos.  0.  Cabell,  and  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Present— James  Monroe,  James  Madison,  John  H.  Oooke,  and 
Thomas  Jefferson. 

The  records  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Albemarle  Academy,  in  lieu  of 
which  the  Central  College  is  established,  were  received  from  their 
Secretary  by  the  hands  of  Alexander  Gai-rett,  one  of  the  said 
Trustees. 
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Rfjoloed,  That  Valentine  W.  Sonthall  be  appointed  Secretai-y  to 
the  Board,  and  that  the  said  recoi-ds  be  delivered  to  him. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  Proctor,  and  the 
said.  Alezander  Garrett  was  appointed,  with  a  request  that  he  will  act 
as  Treasurer  also,  until  a  Epeeial  appointment  can  be  made. 

The  Board  being  informed  that  at  a  meeting  which  had  been  pro- 
posed for  the  8th  day  of  April  last  at  Charlottesville,  and  at  which 
the  three  members  only  who  called  this  present  meeting  had  attended, 
the  said  members  had  visited  and  examined  the  diiferent  sites  for  the 
college  within  a  convenient  distance  around  Charlottes ville,  had 
deemed  the  one  offered  them  by  John  Perry,  a.  mile  above  the  town, 
to  be  the  most  suitable,  and  offered  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  and 
had  provisionally  authorized  a  pttrehase  of  certain  pai-oels  thereof  for 
the  Bite  of  the  said  college  and  its  appendages,  and  the  members  now 
present  having  themselves  proceeded  to  the  said  grounds,  examined 
them,  and  considered  the  terms  uf  the  said  provisional  purchase,  do 
now  approve  of  said  grounds  as  a  site  for  the  said  college  and  its  ap- 
pendages, and  of  the  terms  of  purchase,  which  they  hereby  confirm 
and  ratify,  and  they  accordingly  authorize  their  Proctor  above  named 
1  to  obtain  a  regular  conveyance  thereof  to  himself  and  his 
rust  for  the  said  college. 

The  act  establishing  the  Central  College,  having  transferred  to  the 
same  all  the  rights  and  claims  existing  ia  the  Albemarle  Academy 
and  its  Trustees ;  and  having  in  aid  of  the  subscriptions  and  donations 
obtained  or  to  be  ohfainnd,  and  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lottery  author- 
ize I  by  law,  specially  empoweied  this  college  by  its  officers,  to  demand 
and  re  cue  the  moneys  which  arose  from  the  sales  of  the  glebe  lands 
of  the  pirishe?  of  St  Ann  and  Fi  ederieks ville,  or  such  part  thereof 
as  belongs  to  the  county  of  \lbemarle  or  its  citizens,  in  whatever 
hand-j  they  may  be,  to  te  emtloied  for  the  purposes  of  this  college. 
Ordeiel  that  the  Proctoi  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  said  property, 
and  report  the  same  to  this  Biaid,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  be 
authorized  to  demand  and  leceive  so  much  of  the  said  moneys  as  may 
be  requisite  to  pay  for  the  lands  purchased  from  the  said  John  Perry, 
and  to  make  payment  accordingly. 

On  view  of  a  plan  presented  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Albemarle 
Academy,  for  erecting  a  distinct  pavilion  or  buUding  for  each  sepa- 
rate professorship,  and  for  arranging  these  around  a  si^uare,  each 
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pavilion  containing  a  school  room  and  two  apartments  for  the  accom- 
moclation  of  the  professor,  with  other  reasonable  eonvenienoies,  the 
Board  determines  that  one  of  those  pavilions  shal]  now  be  erected, 
and  they  request  the  Proctor,  so  soon  as  the  funds  are  at  his  com- 
mand, to  agree  with  proper  workmen  for  the  building  of  one,  of  stone 
or  brick  below  ground,  and  of  hiiok  above,  of  substantia!  work,  of 
regidar  arehitectnre,  well  eseouted,  and  to  be  completed,  if  possible, 
during  the  ensuing  summer  and  winter;  that  the  lot  for  the  said  pa- 
Yilioos  be  delinoated  on  the  gfuund  of  the  breadth  of  —  feet,  with 
two  parallel  sides  of  indefinite  length,  and  that  the  pavilion  first  to 
be  erected  be  placed  oa  one  of  the  lines  so  delineated,  with  its  floor  on 
such  degree  of  elevation  from  the  ground  as  may  correspond  with  the 
regular  inclined  plane  to  which  it  may  admit  of  being  reduced  here- 
after. 

And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  so  far  as  the  funds  may  admit,  the 
Proetor  be  requested  to  proceed  to  the  erection  of  dormitories  for  the 
students  adjacent' to  the  said  pavilion,  not  exceoding  ten  on  each  side, 
of  brick,  and  of  regular  architecture,  according  to  the  same  plan 


The  Board  proceeding  to  consider  the  plan  of  a  lottery  prepared  by 
the  Trustees  of  Albemarle  Academy,  approve  of  the  same,  and  resolve 
that  it  be  carried  into'  execution,  and  without  delay,  by  the  Proetor 
and  by  such  agents  as  he  shall  appoint,  and  that  the  moneys  to  be  re- 
ceived for  tickets  by  those  entrusted  with  the  sale  of  them,  be,  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  short  periods,  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Proctor, 
and  by  him  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Kichmond,  with 
which  Bank  it  is  thought  expedient  that  an  account  should  be  opened 
with  him  in  trust  for  the  Centra!  College. 

Sesolved,  That  a  subscription  paper  be  prepared,  add  placed  in  such 
hands  as  the  Proctor  shall  deem  will  be  the  most  likely  to  promote  it 
with  energy  and  success,  in  which  shall  be  different  columns,  to  wit : 
one  for  those  who  may  be  willing  to  give  a  donation  in  gross,  an- 
other for  those  who  may  be  milling  to  give  a  certain  sum  annually  for 
the  term  of  four  years,  and  a  third  for  donations  in  any  other  form; 
and  that  the  moneys  subscribed  be  disposed  of  as  they  are  received 
by  the  Proctor,  in  the  manner  above  prescribed  for  those  received  on 
the  lottery. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Jefferson  and  John  H.  Cocke  be  a  Com- 
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mittee  on  the  part  of  the  Visitors,  with  authority  jointlj  or  sevei'ally, 
to  advise  and  sanctioa  all  plans  and  tlie  application  of  moneys  for  es- 
ecuting  them,  which  may  he  within  the  purview  and  functions  of  the 
Proctor  for  the  time  being. 

Til :  Jeppeeson, 
James  Monroe, 
James  Madison, 
J.  H.  Cocke. 
Miiy  5,  is:7. 


Julj28,  1817. 
At  a  called  meeting  of  the  VisitorH  of  the  Central  College,  held  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  Orange,  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  Mad- 
ison, John  Hartwell  Cocke  and  Joseph  C.  Cahellj  heing  pr^ent : 

The  plan  of  the  first  pavilion  to  be  erected,  and  the  proceedings 
thereupon,  having  been  stated  and  agreed  to, 

It  is  agreed  that  application  be  made  to  Doctor  Knos,  of  Baltimore, 
to  accept  the  Professorship  of  Languages,  BeUes  Lettres,  Rhetoric, 
History  ;ind  Geography;  and  that  an  independent  salary  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  wiih  a  perquisite  of  twenty-five  dollars  from  each  pupil, 
together  with  chambers  for  his  accommodation,  be  allowed  him  as  a 
compensation  for  his  services,  he  finding  the  aeeessary  assistant 
ushers. 

Alexander  Garrett  requesting  to  resign  the  office  of  Proctor,  it  is 
agreed  that  Nelson  Barhsdale,  of  the  county  of  Albemarle,  be  ap- 
pointed his  successor. 

It  is  also  agreed,  that  it  be  expedient  to  import  a  stone-cutter  from 
Italy,  and  that  Mr.  Jefferson  be  authorized  and  requested  to  take  the 
requisite  measures  to  effect  that  object. 

James  Madibon, 
J.  H.  Cocke, 
Joseph  C.  Cabell, 
Th:  Jei-eerson. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Visitors,  &c.,  held  at  Charlottesville,  7th  Oc- 
tober, 1817: 

On  informfttioa  of  the  amount  of  the  subsoriptiouB  to  the  Central 
College,  known  to  be  made,  and  others  understood  to  be  so,  the  Board 
resolves,  that  the  pavilion  now  orooting  be  completed  as  heretofore 
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directed,  with  tie  twenty  donait  to  w 

other  pavilions  be  contracted  for  a 

same  number  of  dormitories  to  ea 

ated.  to  the  Professor  of  Language  L  0    to 

Histoi-y  and  GeograpJiy;  one  oth  P 

Zoology,  Botany,  Anatomy;  and  ted 

for  a  board  in  g-hoiise,  to  he  Isept  b       m    1  mi  g 

aeter,  wherein  it  is  proposed  tha 

speak  French  only,  with  a  view  to  m  Co 

versatioD  in  that  language. 

The  Board  is  of  opinion^  that  th    g 

be  previously  reduced  to  a  plain  o   to  to 

admit,  with   due  regard  to   expen 

their  architecture  aad  eseoution 

professor  requires  it,  two  addition  m  11 

accommociatioa. 

On  information  that  the  Rev.  J 
professor  of  languages,  is  withdra  m  nl 

the  28th  ia  rescinded,  and  it  is  re  to   ff  h 

professoi'ship  of  chemistry,  &c.  to  D        T    m  P 

vania,  adding  to  it   that  of  law,  fix  $ 

tuition  fees  of  |20  from  each  of  m 

and  to  accede  also  to  the  conditio  h  be 

16j  to  Th :  Jefferson,  and  that  ho  to 

fesBor  of  languages,  or  such  ofhe    m  tak      to 

shall  be  found  most  advisable;  tl 

be  HDgaged  to  take  place  on  the  fi  Af     ,  { 

soon  as  the  pavilion  for  him  can  be  erected,  or  as  he  can  otherwise 
accommodate  himself  with  lod^^ngs. 

Beiolved,  That  every  student  shall  be  required  to  pay  $60  per  an- 
num tuition  fees,  of  which  S20  shall  be  paid  to  each  professor  he 
attends,  and  the  surplus  thereof,  if  any,  to  remain  for  the  use  of  the 
College,  and  that  115  be  paid  moreover  for  each  dormitory  by  the 
students  occupying  them. 

Bewlved,  That  any  deficiency  in  the  moneys  paid  or  payable  by 
subscription  or  otherwise,  in  or  before  April  nest,  to  pay  for  the 
pavilions  and  dormitories,  the  first  year's  salaries  to  the  two  professors 
aforesaid,  and  other  necessary  expenses,  shall  be  obtained,  if  practica- 
ble, by  negotiation  witli  the  banks,  or  a  pledge  of  the  future  install- 
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mente  of  subscriptions,  and  of  the  College  property,  as  security ;  and 
that  of  tlie  latter  installments  the  sum  of  $25,000  BhaJl  be  disposed 
of  aa  shall  hereafter  be  directed,  either  to  the  Commonwealth  or  the 
banks,  oi;  some  other  safe  monied  institution,  on  an  interest  suf&cient 
to  pay  the  annual  salaries  of  the  two  professors  aforesaid  forever. 

Besolved,  That  the  Proctor  be  axithoi-ized  to  hire  laborers  for  level- 
ing the  grounds  and  performing  necessary  services  for  the  worlrs  or 
other  purposes. 

James  Madison, 
James  Monroe, 
David  Watson, 
J,  H.  Cocke, 
Jos.  C.  Cabell, 
Th:  Jeffeeson. 

Odrjler  1th,  181". 


At  a  racotJng  of  the  Visitors,  &c.,  8th  October,  1837 
Certain  letters  from  Dr.  Cooper  to  Th :  Jefferson,  dated  I 
17  and  19,  received  since  the  meeting  of  yesterday,  being  eommuni- 
cated  to  the  Board  of  Visitors,  and  taken  into  eoDsideration  with  his 
former  letter  of  September  16,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  ColJege  to  modify  the  terms  of  agreement  which 
might  be  generally  proper,  so  as  to  accommodate  them  to  the  particu- 
lar circumstances  of  Dr.  Cooper,  and  to  reconcile  his  interests  to  an 
acceptance  of  the  professorship  before  proposed  to  him.  They  there- 
fore resolve ; 

1.  That  the  expenses  of  transporting  his  library  and  collection  of 
minerals  to  the  College  shall  be  re-imbursed  to  him. 

2.  That  however  disposed  they  would  be  to  purchase  for  the  College 
his  oolbction  of  minaral  subjects,  his  philosophical  and  chemical  ap- 
paratus, the  extent  of  their  funds  is  as  yet  too  little  ascertained  to 
authorize  ecgagements  for  them ;  but  that  an  interest  of  6  per  cent, 
pel  annum  on  a  fair  valuation  should  be  paid  for  the  use  of  them  ia 
his  own  hand^  until  it  can  be  seen  that  the  other  more  indispensable 
call's  on  the  funds  of  the  College  will  leave  them  competent  to  the 
pui  chase 

And,  ultimately,  should  nothing  short  of  the  immediate  purchase 
of  these  articles  be  sufficient,  then  we  are  of  opinion  that  their  pur- 
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etase  be  made  ■ind  that  thp  leidj  m  nej  if  lejuired  be  oltamecl 
frora  file  haxikt,  as  propobed  m  the  les  lution  of  yesterday  for  other 
peouniaiy  defieiencii,? 

3  That  the  expense  of  iitioles  consiimed  neceasiiily  n  a  c  tirse  of 
chemical  lecturer  shal]  be  defiayed  by  the  College 

4  That  the  branches  of  science  propo  ed  for  Di  Co  pei  be  Tiiied 
and  accoiumodited  in  hie  case,  as  it  i^  expected  thpy  must  be  in 
others  to  the  ].aiticTilar  qualifications  of  the  profei  oi 

5  That  the  committee  of  supenntendeni,e  of  the  pKceedinge  of 
the  Pioctor  ic  the  eseaition  of  hL.  fnottioni  heretofuie  i]  punted, 
are  authorized  to  take  such  measures  «  fhey  think  best  f  ji  pioM  hog 
the  necessary  niirtmenta  fii  the  use  of  the  chemical  and  mineralogi- 
cal  pmi  0869 

Seiohed  Th  t  -VIcxtiIci  (iiiRtt  K  pj  i  tel  Tip  i  i  fnr  the 
College 

J<  SEPH   L    (  \BELL, 

J.  H.  Cocke, 
James  Monkoe, 
Th  :  Jefpekson,  for 
himself  and  for  James  Madison,  who  assented  to  all  the  ai'ticlea, 
but  was  obliged  to  depart  before  they  could  be  copied  and  signed. 


Cjinut,OTTEsvii,i,E,  nth  Moy,  1818. 
At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  Central  College,  on 
llth  May,  1818,  at  which  Thomas  Jeiferson,  James  Madison,  John 
H.  Cocke  and  Joseph  C.  Cabell  were  present,  it  was  agreed,  that  it 
being  ascertained  whether  Thomas  Cooper  would  accept  the  professor- 
ship of  chemistry,  in  the  event  of  his  not  doing  so,  it  would  be 
expedient  to  procure  a  professor  of  mathematics. 

It  was  also  agreed  to  allow  the  Proctor  of  the  College  the  sum  oi 
two  hundred  dollars  for  the  present  year. 

James  Madison, 
Th  :  Jepfebson, 
J,  H.  Cocke, 
Joseph  C.  Cabell. 
Ma^  Uth,  1818. 
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Jiiiiunvj  5,  1B18. 
The  Konorohle,  the  Speaker  of  the,  JImim  of  Delegates  : 

Sir, — The  late  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  having  tliought 
proper  to  confide  to  us  the  ofB.ce  of  Visitors  of  the  Central  College 
near  Charlottesville,  under  aa  act  of  the  Legislature,  establishing  as  its 
patron  the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to 
report  to  you  our  proceedings  under  that  uppointment,  with  the  pro- 
gress and  prospects  of  that  institution. 

The  want  of  a  seminary  of  genei-al  science  in  a  healthy  part  of  our 
country,  and  nearly  central  to  its  population,  so  long  felt  by  our  citi- 
zens, and  so  earnestly  and  extensively  desired,  produced  an  expecta- 
tion that  an  establishment,  so  located,  and  with  views  entirely  gene- 
ral, might  meet  the  wishes  of  the  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  he 
can'ied  into  effect,  in  an  tvaeful  degree,  by  individual  and  voluntary 
coiitributious.  The  neigh b  h  d  f  Ch  I  ft  II  w  th  ght  t 
unite  prominent  advantage    f  I  t  bl   hm     t      Th  t     tu 

tion  was  therefore  propose!  ndn  1  td  ttflll  1 
character  and  control,  and  t  jl  t  d  t  n  unl  th  wU  f 
those  who  represent  us,  t!      L       It        w      p  t  f       d  t  t    ta 

patronage  in  the  Governor  of  th    0      m     w    1 !  lly    1    t  1  by 

themselves,  and  to  commit  tA  t  thnmlbyhmf  tm 
to  time,  its  entire  and  exolu        d       t   n 

These  functions  haying  b    n  d    e;ly  pt  d   th        b      b 

were  named  as  Visitors,  to  y   nto         nt    n  th    ti  w  nt  m 

plated.     Papers  for  volnnta  y     b      i  t   n 
parts  of  the  State,  and  with  m  1 

would  seem,  as  the  object      d  g  ml 

of  a  general  character,  or  e  u  ly      w 

not  to  be  supposed  that,  on  tl      h  t      t  j 
central  establishment  for  fi     b        th      n 
in  local  institutions,  the  co  t    h  t    n     t 
would  have  been  less  liberal  th  n  th        f    th 

As  soon  aa  it  was  perce      1  tl  at  th       nt  T"ut   n      1th      h  j 
tial,  would  be  enffieient  fo     n      ti  bl  hm  nt  wb    1     1      11       b 
the  most  useful  sciences,  to     d     rail       t    t  th   V    t        o^  mbl  d 
and  commenced  their  duti         Th  y     1  pt  1  1      cc  1  ted 

in  the  first  instance,  to  the  p  t  p  p  t  f  fund  b  t  p  bl  of 
being  enlarged  indefinitely  t        y      t    t    t    wl    h  1 
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cffni-ta  may  hereafter  aclYaaoe  them.     They  purchasecl,  at  a  distance  of 

ml    f   mfL  1  tte     11  1  f     fh  f        tli  Ifl     h 

J    i      d       ht       d  11  d  ty  fi  t,    tw    h     d     1 

tl^        whlw  Igbl      tf      h       nghhlyp 

f-nhdwthfelwt         dth  ts  tyhh        Id 

tl      t     th   !i    1th   fth     tit. 

I    t     1    f         t      t  1       d  Ug     dib         h    h  m    ht  h 

1      ted  th      f    d        d  1  f       th  to    1 1 1    f      fh 

tl  1       pe  th  y  th      ht    t  1   tt      t  t        ra.  11       1      j       t 

b    11  p  Yil        f      eah  p    f  ss      th  y    h    Id  1)      hi    t 

pi  y    W  th   n    p  ■tm  nt  1     h     1    tu  d     th       f     h       via 

mit  tthpvil         by  ^fdmt 

Lipible  eich  of  lodpiii^  two  studenifl  only,  a  prorision  equally  fiicndly 
to  study  I"  to  moi^la  dud  ordei 

This  plaa  tflcinl  the  futthoi  idvantiges  of  gieatei  security  againit 
ire  and  infection,  ot  extending  the  buildings  in  eciiial  pace  with  the 
funds,  and  of  adding  to  them  indefinitely  hereattei,  with  tho  ladefl 
nitP  piogiees  ji  coutnbution^,  piiT'tti,  01  puHic  and  it  gave  to  tht, 
whole,  m  foim  and  ifFect,  the  chsiictci  of  an  acadi-inicil  village 

IVorkmen  weie  immediately  eagxged  to  commence  the  lu&t  pa 
vilion,  hut  the  season  being  advanced,  it  will  not  be  fini&hed  till  the 
ensuing  spnng,  when  one  or  tw3  others  mil  be  begun,  togethei  with 
the  contiguous  iin^e^  of  doimitorie  ,  two  oi  thiee  sets  ut  twenty  foi 
etch  pavihon,  nnd  sufii&i"nt  onu'scij^ui.ntly  toi  the  accommodation  of 
from  eighty  to  one  hundred  students  Ttese  we  count  on  finishing 
m  the  oourse  oi  the  ensuing  snmuiu  <ind  autumn,  and  to  provide, 
within  the  sime  period,  piott«'oi'o  ot  diofinction  in  then  respective 
lines  ot  science,  such  as  nny  gue  eminecce  to  the  chaiactei  of  the 
institution,  ind  offer  to  oui  youth  the  instruLtion  foi  which  tew  have 
been  able  to  send  thi,m  ihioKl,  and  many  ooul]  h  tve  iffoxded  to  ^\(. 
them  at  home 

We  cmnot,  howevei,  espeit  from  piivate  contributions,  to  look 
beyond  i  single  protcssoi  tor  each  ot  the  toui  great  depaitments  of 
Language,  Mathematical,  Physiclogieal,  and  Ideologii,al  sciences  The 
subicnptioa  papers  alicady  letumed,  amount  to  thirty  five  thousand 
one  hundred  ind  two  dolloia,  to  which  aie  to  he  idded  three  thousand 
one  bundle  1  and  ninety  five  dollai's  eighty  six  cente,  the  proceeds  of 
tlie  sales  ot  glebes  in  the  county  of  Albemiile ,  this  application  of 
th  «e    lucient   t  qui    tion^   being   tlio  i^ht    most     mlo^nn^    to    then 
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sucban  institution,  progiessivelibeiabties  m^ymalte  fuitbei  additions 
equally  permanent,  until  the  institutioa  sball  become  worthy  the  sta- 
tion of  our  State  in  the  scale  of  its  confederates  and  of  the  nations 
of  tbe  world. 

The  premises  shew,  that  our  funds,  already  certain,  will  enable  ns 
to  establish,  during  the  ensuing  season,  two  professorships  only,  with 
their  necessary  buildings,  and  lo  erect  the  pavilion,  and,  if  the  oat- 
standing  subscription  papers  fulfill  our  hopes,  the  dormitories  also  for 
a  third ;  depending  for  this  salary,  as  well  as  for  the  salary  and  build- 
ings for  a  fourth,  on  future  and  unassured  donations. 

And  evea  with  four  profess orabipa,  tbere  must  be  on  eaeb  such  an 
accumulation  of  sciences,  branches  of  the  same  department,  as  cannot 
be  sufficiently  taught  by  a  single  professor.  To  do  this  as  it  should 
be  done,  to  give  all  its  developments  to  every  useful  branch  of  all 
the  depai-tments,  and  in  the  highest  dogreo,  to  which  each  has  been 
already   carried,   would   reijiiii'c  a  grcatly  increased   number  of  pro- 
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fessors,  and  ftincls  far  teyond  wliat  caa  l>e  cspecfed  from  indiridual 
contriliutioQs. 

To  this  tlie  resources  at  the  command  of  tlie  Legislature  would 
alone  be  adeqnfite.     And  we  are  happj  to  see,  that  among  the  cares 
for  the  general  good,  which  their  station  and  the  confidence  of  their 
fellow-citizeas  taye  made  incumhent  on  them,  this  great  political  and 
moral  want  has  not  been  overlooked.  By  a  hill  of  the  last  session,  passed 
hj  one  branch,  and  printed  by  the  other  for  public  consideration,  a  dis* 
position  appears  to  go  into  a  system  of  general  education,  of  which  a 
single  University  for  the  nse  of  the  whole  Stats  is  to  be  a  component 
part.    A  purpose  so  auspicious  to  the  future  destinies  of  our  country, 
which  would  bring  such  a  mass  of  mind  into  actiyity  for  its  welfare, 
cannot  be  contemplated  without  Itindling  the  wannest  affections  for 
the  land  of  our  birth,  with  an  animating  prospect  into  its  future  his- 
tory.    "Well  directed  education   improves  the  morals,  enlarges  the 
minds,  enlightens  the  councils,  instructs  the  industry,  and  advances 
the  power,  the  prosperity  and  the  happiness  of  a  nation,     But  it  is 
not  for  us  to  suggest  the  high  cousiderationa,  which  their  peculiar 
situation  will  naturally  present  to  the  minds  of  our  law-givers,  encour- 
aging a  pursuit  of  such  incalculable  effect;  nor  would  it  be  within  the 
hmits  of  our  dutiful  respect  to  them,  to  add  reasonings  or  induce- 
ments to  their  better  understanding   f  wh  t  w  11  b   w  d  j     fit  bl 
for  our  country.     But  observing  th  t        th   bill  p         t  d  t    p  1 1 
consideration  a  combination  of  pri    t         1  p  bl           t    b  t         h 
been  contemplated ;  and  consideii  g        h                 P      *  ^ 
pletely  fulfilling  the  view  of  our  i    t  t  t        w        d    tah    t    d    I 
that  if  the  Legislature  shall  think  pptop          IttJ        tbih 
ment  of  an  University,  and  to  adopt  f       t    1      t   n  th       t     t  th 
Central  College,  we  are  so  certa        f  th      pp    b  t         f  th       f 
whom  we  act,  that  we  may  give  saf                      f  th         dy  t       f 
to  the  State  of  all  the  property  an  1      ght    f  th    C     t  al  C  11  g 
possession  or  in  action,  towards  th       t  bl  hm  nt    f       h       U 
sity,  and  under  such  laws  and  provisions  as  the  Legislature  shall  be 
pleased  to  establish;  and  that  we  ourselves  shall  be  ready  to  deliver 
over  our  charge  to  such  successors,  or  such  other  organization,  as  the 
Legislature  shall  be  pleased  to  ovdain,  and  with  increased  confidence 
of  its  success  under  their  care. 

If  the  relations,  sir,  in  which  you  stand  with  the  Jjegislature  of  our 
country,  and  with  this  ioatitution,  shall,  in  jour  judgment,  render  it 
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proper,  we  request  that  this  decJaiation  may  be  placed  before  that 
honorable  body,  in  such  form  as  you  think  best,  and  with  the  assu- 
rance of  our  entire  and  i-espectful  submission  to  their  will. 

To  your  Excellency  we  tender  the  particular  aud  high  respect  and 
consideration  with  which  we  have  the  honor  to  be 
Tour  most  obedient 

And  moat  humble  servants, 

James  M  on  rob, 
James  Madison, 
David  Watson, 
J.  H,  Cocke, 

Th:   JuPffERSON, 

•TOBBPH  C.  Cabeli. 


tiptwns   to  the    Qentral  Golkge  from  persons  residi 
comfy  oj  Albemarle  and  in  other  counties  and plac 


Name"                     Shi 

m  Butaoribet!.                        N 

Albi-mMle  coimli/ 

Nathaniel  Anderion, 

glOO   00 

Benjamin  Au&tm, 

100  00 

Nelson  B^rk-idale, 

200  00 

Joseph  Biihop, 

200  00 

Nimiod  Biamham, 

500  00 

Achilhs  Broadhe  ^d, 

75  00 

Charles  Biown, 

100  00 

William  Blown, 

20  00 

Ehjali  Blown, 

100  00 

William  Brow«, 

25  00 

Samuel  Carr, 

500  00 

Prank  CaiT, 

400  00 

Daniel  F.  Carr, 

300  00 

James  0.  Carr, 

300  00         2,820  00 

Amount  can'icd  forward, 

$2,820  00 
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Names. 

Snm  subsci-ibecl.                        No,  of  instEllmeiita, 

Amount  brought  fo 

rward,                        ^2,820  00 

John  F.  Carr, 

50  00 

Henry  Chiles, 

100  00 

Hugh  Chisholm, 

100  00 

James  Clarke, 

200  00 

Joseph  Coffman, 

50  00 

Charles  Cooke, 

500  00 

Robert  L.  Coleman, 

100  00 

Tucker  Coles, 

500  00 

John  Colea, 

500  00 

Isaac  A.  Coles, 

200  00 

Walter  Colea, 

200  00 

Jotn  H.  Craven, 

500  00 

Isaac  Cui'd, 

100  00 

Cash, 

20  00 

AUen  Dawson, 

100  00 

Martin  Dawson, 

200  00 

James  Dinsmore, 

200  00 

Dixon  Deadman, 

50  00 

George  Divers, 

1,000  00 

Charles  Day, 

50  00 

William  Dunkum, 

100  00 

John  Duakum, 

100  00 

Thomas  Draffcn, 

CO  00 

Samuel  Dyer,  sr., 

400  00 

Samuel  Dyer,  jr., 

200  00 

Francis  B.  Dyer, 

100  00 

Archibald  B.  Duke, 

50  00 

Richard  Duke, 

200  00 

Charles  Everitte, 

333  33 

John  Fagg, 

100  00 

John  Eretwell, 

100  00 

Jesse  W.  Garth, 

200  00 

Jesae  Garth,  ar.. 

150  00 

William  Garth, 

150  00 

Gai-land  Garth, 

300  00         7,263  33 

Amount  carried  foi 

■ward,                       S10,083  83 
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Hames.                        Sii 

im  suTjsai-ibed.                        No.  of  mslallments. 

Amount  bro't  forward, 

«0,0S3  33 

Willis  D.  Garth, 

80  00 

Alexander  Garrett, 

SOO  00                              i    installBicnts 

Ira  Gai-rett, 

100  00 

Jamea  Garnett, 

50  00 

Robert  Gentry, 

100  00 

Jeremiah  A.  Goodman, 

50  00 

William  F.  Gordon, 

?M  00 

John  Goss, 

200  00 

Clifton  Harris, 

100  00 

Ira  Harris, 

100  00 

John  Harris, 

1,000  00 

Benjamin  Harden, 

100  00 

Charles  Harper, 

200  00 

William  Haniner, 

20  00 

Andrew  Hart, 

100  00 

Samuel  L.  Hart, 

100  00 

John  Hudson, 

100  00 

Thomas  Jefferson, 

1,000  00 

John  Jones, 

T.5  00 

David  Isaacs, 

200  00 

James  Kin  solving,  sr., 

50  00 

George  W,  Kinsolviiig, 

50  00 

James  Leiteh, 

500  00 

William  Leiteh, 

100  00 

Nicholas  H.  Lewis, 

300  00 

Howell  Lewis, 

200  00 

Jesse  Lewis, 

3  00   00                                 4  instalicionts. 

Keuben  Lindsay,  si'., 

1,000  00 

James  Lindsay, 

100  00 

Reuben  Maury, 

100  00 

Thomas  W.  Maury, 

100  00 

John  H.  Marts, 

100  00 

Francis  McGehee, 

40  00 

William  H.  Merewether, 

200  00 

James  Minor, 

300  00 

Dabney  Minor, 

400  CO          8,015  00 

Amount  carried  for  war*?, 

$18,098  33 
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Names. 

Slim  subscr:iicil.                        N( 

).  of  installmpnts. 

Amount  bro't  forward, 

?18,098  ?.3 

Peter  Minor, 

500  00 

5  insl.allmonts. 

James  Monroe, 

1,000  00 

i            " 

William  Morris, 

20  OO 

Wilson  0.  Niciiolas, 

1,000  00 

Opie  Norris, 

300  00 

Mann  Page, 

400  00 

John  Patterson, 

1,000  00 

John  M.  Perry, 

200  00 

Moses  Perrjgory, 

25  00 

Joha  Pollock, 

200  00 

Peter  Porter, 

20  00 

Thomas  J.  Eandolph, 

500  00 

4  install  111  eats. 

Thomas  E.  Randolph, 

200  00 

John  C.  Ragland, 

200  00 

Daniel  M.  Raiiey, 

100  00 

William  J.  Robertson, 

100  00 

John  Rogers, 

200  00 

William  Ragland, 

2ft  00 

1  installment. 

John  W.  Saunders, 

50  00 

John  Scott,  jr., 

500  00 

Zachariah  Shackleford, 

200  00 

Nelson  T.  Shelton, 

100  00 

William  A.  Shelton, 

100  00 

John  Slaughter, 

50  00 

Valentine  W.  Southall, 

200  00 

Lewis  Teel, 

100  00 

James  H.  Terrell, 

200  00 

Martin  Thacker, 

60  00 

John  L.  Ttomaa, 

100  00 

John  Thomas,  jr.. 

10  00 

William  Watson, 

100  00 

John  Watson,  L.  M., 

150  00 

John  Walker, 

20  00 

James  G.  Waddle, 

100  00 

Christian  Wertenbaker, 

25  00         8,145  00 

Amouat  carried  toxwu 

..rd,                       «2G,2.13  33 
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Sum  subEci'ibed. 

No.  of 

Amount  bra't  forward 

$26,2  iS  33 

John  Wiun, 

SOO  00 

Arttnr  Wliitehurat, 

50  00 

Mioajah  Woods, 

200  00 

Druij  Wood, 

100  00 

■ffilliam  Woods,  S., 

200  00 

Eiehard  Woods, 

100  00 

James  Wood, 

50  00 

George  M.  Woods, 

100  00 

Thomag  Wood, 

100  00 

1,200  00 

S27,443  33 

Amherst  county. 

fiichard  S.  Ellis, 

100  00 

Cumberland  count}/. 

William  Bondurant, 

100  00 

George  W.  Boadui-ant, 

50  00 

Jerman  Baker, 

100  00 

Alex.  Oheatwood, 

60  00 

F.  B.  Deane, 

100  00 

William  Daniel, 

100  00 

Q.  H.  Eitzgerald, 

40  00 

Bandolph  Hamson, 

500  00 

Carter  E.  Harrison, 

100  00 

Thomas  H.  Harrison, 

200  00 

Jesse  Hughes, 

50  00 

James  Jenoin^, 

40  00 

Richard  P.  James, 

50  00 

John  Miller, 

SO  00 

John  Page, 

100  00 

William  Skipwith, 

50  00 

George  N.  Skipwith, 

100  00         ],8gll  00 

Amount  cari'ied  fonrard, 

31,820  00 
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Names.                        Sii 

m  subscvibeil. 

No.  of  icstallnieEts. 

Amoiiut  bro't  foi'Wiird, 

S1,S20  00 

Stephen  W.  Trent, 

100  00 

Wm.  M.  Thornton, 

100  00 

Thomas  N.  WaJton, 

10  00 

Hugh  Watson, 

50  00 

Willmra  H.  Watliins, 

40  00 

D.  A.  WilsoB, 

20  00 

J.  B,  Woodson, 

20  00 

Charles  Woodson, 

30  00 

370  00 

2,100  00 

Fluvanna  cdwaty. 

Wilson  J.  Gary, 

300  00 

Miles  Caiy, 

100  00 

John  H.  Cooke, 

1,000  00 

John  Dyer, 

100  00 

John  Fuqua, 

40  00 

George  HolemaD, 

200  00 

Wm.  B.  Johnson, 

100  CO 

Joshua  Key, 

40  00 

Jacob  Myers, 

100  00 

Joha  E.  Perluns, 

40  00 

Wm.  Pasture, 

80  00 

Chai-les  A.  Soott, 

500  00 

Horatio  Wills, 

40  00 

John  Winn, 

50  00 

2,590  00 

GoocUaiid  county. 

Benjamin  Anderson, 

100  00 

4  installments. 

William  Boiling, 

100  00 

AroMbald  Bryce,  jr. 

50  00 

William  F.  Cai-ter, 

5  00 

John  G.  Crouch, 

20  00 

W.  Campbell, 

25  00 

Edward  Garland, 

100  00 

Thomas  Miller, 

100  00 

500  00 

Amount  oaa-ried  forward 

500  00 
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NiLmes. 

Sum  subsoribeil. 

No.  of  installments. 

Amount  bro't  forward; 

500  00 

Tbomas  Pemberton, 

100  00 

George  0.  Pickett, 

50  00 

James  Pleasants,  jr. 

100  00 

Wm.  G.  Pendleton, 

100  00 

Thomas  M.  Randolph, 

100  00 

Wm.  Salmon, 

5  00 

Bichard  Sampson, 

50  00 

George  8.  Smith, 

20  00 

Joseph  S.  Watkins, 

100  00 

Thomaa  B.  Watkins, 

20  00 

Benjamin  P.  Watkins, 

20  00 

Tarlton  Woodson, 

20  00 

685  00 

1,185  00 

Loudoun  county. 

Armstead  T.  Mason, 

200  00 

200  00 

Louisa  county. 

Frederick  Harris, 

400  00 

William  Morris,  jr. 

200  00 

James  Minor, 

200  00 

George  W.  Trueheart, 

200  00 

James  Watson, 

200  00 

David  Watson, 

200  00 

1,400  00 

Li/nchhwrg. 

S.  J.  Harrison, 

200  00 

Charles  Johnston, 

200  00 

William  Mitchell, 

200  00 

Robert  Morns, 

200  00 

Eichard  PoUard, 

100  00 

Thomas  Wells, 

200  00 

Joel  Yancey, 

200  00 

1,SOO  00 
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Nameg. 

Sum  subsci-ibe<3.                        So.  of 

iiistalk 

Mlson  county. 

Joseph  0.  Cabell, 

1,000  00 

"William  Cabell,  sen'r. 

100  00 

Landon  Cabell, 

200  00 

George  Cailoway, 

100  00 

Jobn  P,  Cobbs, 

200  00 

John  Digges, 

60  00 

Henry  Dawson, 

24  00 

Spottswood  Garland, 

100  00 

William  B.  Hare, 

100  00 

Robert  J.  Kineaid, 

50  00 

Samuel  Loving, 

50  00 

Thomas  S.  McClelland, 

100  00 

John  Mosby, 

28  00 

Zachariah  Neyil, 

50  00 

Robert  Rives, 

500  00 

William  C.  Riyes, 

200  00 

Joseph  Shelton, 

50  00 

Michael  Woods, 

50  00 
2,952  00 

Orange  count!/. 

Samuel  Hardesty, 

30  00 

James  Madison, 

1,000  00 

Hichinond  ctty. 

Edmund  Anderson, 

200  00 

Williaia  Carter, 

500  00 

Jobn  Coalter, 

100  00 

F.  W.  Gilmer, 

100  00 

Jacqueline  B.  Harvie, 

500  00 

Jesse  B.  Key, 

200  00 

Hall  Neilson, 

30  00 

Beniard  Peyton, 

200  00 

B.  Roddy, 

20  00 

Norborne  K.  Tliomns, 

175  00 

St.  George  Tucker, 

200  00 

2,225  00 
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Francis  W.  Taliaferro, 
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100   00 


No.  of  Installmeufs. 


William  Brent,  Jr. 

Wincliester. 

Datiney  Can-,  100  00 

Hugb  Holmes,  300  00 

Henry  Lee,  Jr.  200  00 

Henry  St.  George  Tuckei-,  200  00 


Altiemarle, 

27,443  83 

Amherst, 

100  00 

Buckingham, 

200  00 

Cumberlancl, 
Eluvanna, 

2,190  00 
2,690  00 

Goochland,      - 

1,185  00 

Loudoun, 

200  00 

Louisa, 

1,400  00 

Lynchburg,     - 

1,300  00 

Nelson, 

2,952  00 

Oraage, 

1,030  00 

Eiehmond  city, 

2,225  00 

Spottsylvania, 

400  00 

Stafford, 

100  00 

Winchester,              -         .         ,         - 

SOO  00 

S44,115  33 
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A  BILL  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  SYSTC  I     r  P   TLI     L         -irlO 

1.  Poi'  establisiiing  sehoola  at  which  the  ohildien  ot  "ill  the  u  t  zena 
of  this  Oommonwealth  may  receive  a  jiima  y  5,  ale  f  eli  it  n  at 
the  oommon  expense. 

Bs  it  enacted  hy  the  Getteral  Assemllj  f  V  jima  follaot 
At  the  first  session  of  tJie  Superior  Oou  t  m  eveiy  county  within  thia 
Oommonwealth,  nest  ensuing  the  paa^of  of  this  mi  the  Tulge 
thereof  shall  appoint  three  discreet  anl  well  informed  pe  sons  lesi 
dents  of  the  county,  to  serve  as  Visitois  of  the  piiraaiy  school?  in  the 
said  county,  of  which  appointment  the  she  iff  ^hail  within  fifteen  days 
thereafter,  deliver  a  certificate  uiader  the  hand  of  the  cleik  of  the  said 
court  to  eaeh  of  the  persons  so  appointed. 

2.*  The  said  Visitors  shall  meet  at  the  oourthouse  of  their  connty 
on  the  fii-st  county  conrt  day  after  they  shall  have  received  notice  of 
their  appointment,  and  aflei-wards  at  such  times  and  places  as  they, 
or  any  two  of  them,  with  reasonable  notice  to  the  third,  shall  have 
agreed,  and  shall  proceed  to  divide  their  eounty  into  wards,  by  metes 
and  bonnds  so  designated,  as  to  comprehend  each  about  the  number 
of  militia  sufficient  for  a  company,  and  so  also  as  not  to  divide  and 
place  in  different  wards  the  lands  of  any  one  person  held  in  one  body. 


*Th!9  dosignation  of  the  siso  of  a  ward  is  i'ounded  upon  theae  considerit- 
ia,  will  generally 

2.  Tha\  in  rnoBl  instances  at  present  the  militja  captaincies  being  laid  off 
compKoUj  by  known,  and  convBDient  motes  and  bounds,  many  will  be  ndopted 
witliout  change,  and  otbers  will  fomiEli  a  canrass  to  worlt  on  and  to  rofonn. 

8.  Tliat  tlieso  wards  once  established,  will  be  foond  couTeiueut  and  salu- 
tary aids  in  tlia  administratigu  of  goTommont,  of  wliieli  tliey  will  eonatitate 
the  orgMJic  elements,  and  the  first  integral  members  in  the  oomposition  of  the 
military. 

The  prohibition  to  parcel  among  different  wards  the  lands  of  a  single  intli- 
Tidual,  held  in  a  body,  is  1st,  to  saye  the  proprietor  from  the  perploiity  of 
roultiplieii  veBponsibilitiaa ;  and  2d,  to  prevent  arbitrary  and  iuoonsistant 
appovtiouments  by  cliffei-ent  Wardens  of  the  Oompavatiye  values  of  the  differ- 
ent portions  of  his  landi  in  their  respeetlye  wurds. 
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which  division  into  wards  shall,  within  sis  months  from  the  date  of 
their  appointment,  he  completely  designated,  published  and  reported, 
by  their  metes  and  bounds,  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court,  there  to  be  recorded;  subject,  however,  to  such  alterations 
from  time  to  time  afterwards,  as  changes  of  eircumatances  sbaB,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  sdd  Visitors,  or  their  successors,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  said  court,  render  expedient. 

3.  The  said  original  division  into  wards  being  made,  the  Visitors 
shall  appoint  days  for  the  first  meeting  of  every  ward  at  such  place  as 
they  shall  name  within  the  same ;  of  which  appointment  notice  shall  be 
given  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  day  of  meeting,  by  advertisement 
at  some  place  within  the  ward,  requiring  every  free  white  male  citiaea 
of  full  age,  resident  within  the  ward,  to  meet  at  tUe  place,  and  by  the 
hour  of  12  of  the  day  so  appo  nted  it  wh  h  meet  ng  s  e  one  of 
the  Visitors  shall  also  atten  1  n  J  i  m  jor  ty  of  the  sa  d  "W  irders 
being  in  attendance,  the  Visitors  p  es  nt  sh  11  p  opo  e  to  them  to  le 
cide,  by  a  majority  of  their  votes  tl  e  location  of  i  school  house  to 
the  ward,  and  of  a  dwelling  h  use  for  the  teaehe  {the  owner  of  the 
ground  consenting  thereto,)  tl  e  lae  and  st  uoture  of  tl  e  bu  1  h  ses 
and  whether  the  same  shall  1  e  b  It  by  the  jo  nt  labo  of  the  Wai 
ders,  or  by  their  pecuniary  cent  but  ons  an  1  also  to  ele  t  by  i 
plurality 'of  their  votes,  a  Wa  len  res  lent  who  stall  let  ind 
superintend  the  said  build  d,,      and  be  cbarj,ed  w  th  the  r  iuture 

4.*  And  if  they  decide  that  the  sail  bu  11  ngs  shall  be  elected  by 
the  joint  labor  of  the  Wavde  s  then  all  pa  so  s  w  th  n  the  sa  1  w  rd 
liable  to  work  on  the  highways  sh  11  attend  at  the  o  de  of  tl  e  War 
den,  and,  under  his  dii-eclion  si  ill  1  bor  thereon  unt  1  complete  1 
under  the  same  penalties  as  p  ov  del  ly  law  to  enforce  lab  r  on  the 
highways;  and,  if  they  dec  de  on  e  ect  on  by  jecunay  cont  In 
tions,  the  residents  and  owne-s  of  p  oierty  w  th  n  the  war  I     h  11 


^-  It  ia  pvesamed  that  the  wards  will  generally  build  sueh  log  houses  fur  the 
acliool  and  tenoher,  as  they  now  c!o,  and  will  join  force  and  ImLld  them  Biem- 
aalTes,  experience  proving  them  to  be  ns  comfortable  as  they  are  chonp.  Nor 
would  it  be  advisable  to  build  aspensiTa  houses  in  tlie  coujitrj  wards,  which, 
from  changes  in  their  population,  will  be  linble  to  obanges  of  thoir  bonuda- 
lies  and  consequent  displacements  of  their  centres,  and  drawing  witli  it  a 
removal  of  their  school  house.  Iq  towns  better  houses  may  be  more  safely 
bnilt  or  rented,  for  both  purposes. 
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oontribate  towards  the  cost,  each  in  proportion  to  the  taxes  tbey  last 
paid  to  the  State  for  their  persoQs  and  for  the  same  property,  of 
which  the  sheriff  shall  furnish  a  statement  to  the  Warden,  who, 
according  to  the  ratio  of  that  statemeDt,  shall  apportion  and  assess  the 
quota  of  contribution  for  each,  and  be  authorized  to  liemand,  receive, 
and  apply  the  same  to  the  purposes  of  the  contribution,  and  to  lender 
account  thereof,  as  in  all  other  of  his  pecuniary  transactions  for  the 
school  to  the  Visitors;  and  on  failure  of  payment  by  any  coutiibntor, 
the  sheriff,  on  the  order  of  the  Warden,  first  approved  by  the  Visi- 
tors, shall  colleot  and  render  the  same,  uocler  like  powers  and  regula- 
tions as  provided  for  the  collection  of  the  public  tases.  And  in  every 
case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Warden  to  have  the  buildings  com- 
pleted within  sis  months  from  the  date  of  his  election. 

6.*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Visitors  to  seeli  and  employ  for 
every  ward,  whenever  the  number  and  ages  of  its  children  require  it. 


*  Estimating  800  militia  to  a  county,  tbere  will  be  tTfelye  capttiinoiea  or 
wards  in  a  cauntj  on  an  average.  Suppose  each  of  these,  lliree  years  in 
eyerj  sir,  to  have  cliildi-cn  euougli  for  a  acliool  vfho  have  not  yet  had  fjiree 
years'  soboollng,  sack  a  eoQotj  nill  employ  sis  teaohera,  each  Eerviag  two 
wards  by  alternate  terme.  These  teaehers  will  be  laken  from  tbe  laboring 
class,  as  they  are  now,  to  wit;  from  that  which  fum^hes  meciianioj,  over- 
Eeers,  and  tiUora  of  tlie  earth;  and  Ihey  will  oMefly  be  tbe  cripples,  the 
wealily,  and  the  old  of  that  class,  who  will  hftTS  been  qnalifiatl  for  these  fane- 
tioQE  by  the  ward  schools  themselves ;  if  put  on  a  footing  then  fov  wages  and 
aubsiatenoe,  with  theyoang  and  the  ablo  of  their  class,  they  will  bo  liberally  com- 
pensated, say  with  $150  wages,  and  the  usual  allowance  of  meat  and  bread. 
The  suLsiatenoe  will  probably  ba  contributed  in  kind  hy  the  Warders  out  of 
their  faisiily  stoct;  the  wages  alone  will  be  a  pGcuniary  tax  of  about  $000  to 
a  county.  This  addition  would  be  of  about  ono-fifth  of  tlie  tases  we  now  pay  to 
the  State,  or  about  one-fifth  of  one  per  cent,  on  every  man's  taiablo  property, 
if  -tas  can  be  called  that  which  we  give  to  our  ohildren  in  the  most  valuable 
of  all  foi-ma,  that  of  instmction.  Were  these  schools  to  bo  established  on  the 
public  fonds,  and  to  be  managed  by  the  Qovernor  and  Conncil,  or  the  Com- 
missionWH  of  the  Literary  Fund,  brick  houses  to  he  built  for  the  schools  and 
teacbers,  high  wages  and  subsistence  given  them,  they  would  be  badly  man- 
aged, depraved  by  abuses,  and  would  exhaust  the  whole  literary  fund.  While 
under  the  eye  and  aniniadTCrBion  of  the  wards,  and  the  control  of  the  Warden 
and  Visitors,  economy,  diligence,  and  ocrreotness  of  conduct  will  be  enforced, 
and  the  whole  literary  fund  will  bo  spared  to  complete  the  general  system  of 
education  by  colleges  in  every  district  for  instruction  in  the  languages,  and  an 
University  for  the  whole  of  the  higher  soienoes ;  and  this  by  an  addition  to 
our  contributions  almost  insensible,  and  which  in  fact  will  not  be  felt  as  a 
burthen,  because  applied  immediately  and  visibly  to  the  good  of  our  children. 
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1  person  of  good  moril  oharaetei,  qualified  to  teacli  leading,  writing, 
immei'<»l  iiithmstK,,  aiid  the  elemeatb  of  geogiaphy,  wIio«e  subsistence 
aLall  befmniBLed  by  tlie  lesiJentr  ind  popiietois  of  the  waid  eitlier 
in  money  or  m  kind,  it  the  choice  cf  eich  oontiibutoi  ami  in  thi. 
ritio  of  their  puhln.  tase^,  to  bo  appuitioned  and  leyiel  is  on  the 
feilures  befoie  piovided  foi  Ihe  feachei  shall  also  havt  the  uae  of 
the  house  and  acoommodxtions  piovided  for  him,  and  ehill  moieover 
receive  •^nnudiy  anch  etinding  wages  aa  the  Vibitois  shall  hnie  de 
teinimed,  to  be  piopjrtioned  on  the  residents  and  piopnetoio  of  the 
ward,  anl.  to  be  paid,  leviel,  and  appliel  as  betoie  pioyidi,!  in  other 
cases  ut  peouniaiy  ooatubution 

6  At  this  school  shall  be  leceived  ind  instructed  yxtis,  e\ery 
infant  in  the  ward,  of  competent  age,  who  has  not  already  had  three 
ytai-s  schooling 

7  And  fo  teep  up  a  oonstiat  suocc'oion  ot  Via  tors  the  Judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  every  county  shall,  at  1  a  fi  st  session  n  every 
bissextile  year,  appoint  Visitors,  as  before  ch  acterizo  1  e  ther  the 
same  or  others,  at  his  discretion,  and,  in  ease  of  the  le  th  -esigiia^ 
laon  of  any  Visitor,  during  the  term  of  his  appo  ntmsnt  or  of  his 
removal  from  the  county,  or  by  the  said  Jud^e  fo  oOod  c  e,  moral 
or  phyMcal,  he  shall  appoint  anotlier  to  serve  nt  1  tl  e  next  b  ssextile 
appointment;  which  Visitors  shall  have  the  fir^t  meet  ng  at  their 
ooui-thouse,  ou  the  county  court  day  next  eaisu  ng  their  ajpo  ntment; 
and  afterwards  at  such  times  and  places  as  themselves  or  any  two  of 
them,  with  reasonable  notice  to  the  third,  shall  agree;  but  the  elec- 
tion of  Wardens  shall  be  annually  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  ward, 
after  the  month  of  Mai-ch,  until  which  election  the  Warden  last 
elected  shall  continue  in  office. 

8.  All  ward  meetings  shall  be  at  their  sehocl  house,  and  on  failure 
of  the  meeting  of  a  majority  of  the  "Warders  on  the  ciU  of  •>.  Visitor, 
or  of  their  Warden,  such  Visitor  or  Waiden  m\y  call  an^thei 
meeting. 

9.  At  all  times  wten  repairs  or  alterations  of  the  buikliu^b  lefoie 
provided  for  shall  be  wanting,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  'Waidcn,  or 
of  a  Visitor,  to  call  a  ward  meeting,  and  to  tale  the  same  measuies 
towards  such  repairs  or  alterations  as  herein  before  authorized  for  the 
original  buildings. 

10.  Where,  on  the  application  of  any  Warden,  authorized  thei-eto 
by  the  vote  of  his  wstrd,  the  Judge  of  the  Superior  Couvt  shall  be  of 
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opinion  that  the  contributora  of  any  particular  ward  are  dispropor- 
tionately and  oppresaiyely  over-buvtliened  with  aa  unusual  number  of 
children  of  non-contributors  of  their  ward,  he  may  direct  an  order  to 
the  county  court  to  assess  in  their  nest  county  levy  the  whole  or  such 
part  of  the  extra  burthen  as  he  shall  think  excessive  and  unreasona- 
ble, to  be  paid  to  the  Wardea,  for  ita  proper  use,  to  which  order  the 
said  county  court  is  required  to  conform, 

11.  The  said  teachera  shall,  in  all  things  relating  to  the  education 
and  goveminent  of  their  pupils,  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  Visitors. 

13.  Some  one  of  the  Visitors,  once  in  every  year  at  least,  shall 
visit  the  school,  shall  enquire  into  the  proceedings  and  pi'actieea 
thereat,  shall  examine  the  progress  of  the  pupils,  and  give  to  those 
who  excel  in  reading,  in  writing,  in  arithmetic,  or  in  geography,  such 
honorary  marks  and  testimonies  of  approbation  as  may  encourage  and 
excite  to  industry  and  emulation. 

18.  All  decisions  and  proceedings  of  the  Visitors,  relative  to  the 
original  designation  of  wards,  at  any  time  before  the  buildings  are 
begun,  or  to  the  changes  of  wards  at  any  time  after,  to  the  quantum 
of  subsistence  or  wages  allowed  to  the  teacher,  and  to  the  rules  pre- 
scribed to  him  for  the  education  and  government  of  his  pupils,  shall 
be  subject  to  control  and  correction  by  the  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  county  on  the  complM.nt  of  any  individual  a^jrieved  or 
interested. 

And  for  the  establisliment  of  colleges  whereat  the  youth  of  the 
Commonwealth  may,  within  convenient  distances  from  their  homes, 
receive  a  higher  grade  of  education, 

14.  Be  it  f-urther  enacted  as  foUows  :  The  several  counties  of  this 
Commonwealth  shall  be  distributed  into  nine  collegiate  districts, 
whereof  one  shall  be  composed  of  the  counties  of  Aooomac,  North- 
amptfln,  Northumberland,  Lancaster,  Richmond,  Westmoreland, 
Middlesex,  Essex,  Matthews,  Gloucester,  King  k  Queen,  King  Wil- 
liam, Elizabeth  City,  Warwick,  York,  James  City,  New  Kent,  and 
Charles  City;  one  other  of  the  counties  of  Princess  Anne,  Norfolk, 
Norfolk  borough,  Nanseraond,  Isle  of  Wight,  Southampton,  Surry, 
Prince  George,  Susses,  and  Greensville;  one  other  of  the  counties  of 
Fairfax,  Loudoun,  King  George,  Stafford,  Prince  William,  Fauquier, 
Culpeper,  Madison,  Caroline,  and  Spotsylvania;    one  other  of  the 

i  of  Hanover,  City  of  Richmond,  Goochland,  Louisa,  Flu- 
27 
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vanua,  Powliatan,  Cumberland,  Buckingham,  Orange,  Albemarle,  Nel- 
son, Amliei'st,  Augusta,  and  Rockbridge;  one  other  of  the  counties 
of  Ohesterfield,  f«wii  of  Petersburg,  Dinwiddie,  Brunswick,  Amelia, 
Nottoway,  Lunenburg,  Mecklenburg,  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte,  and 
Halifax;  one  other  of  the  oountiea  of  Campbell,  Pittayl'  "  ~ 
ford,  Franklin,  Henry,  Patrick,  Botetourt,  and  Montgi 
other  of  the  counties  of  Frederick,  Jefferson,  Berkeley, 
Shenandoah,  Hardy,  Kociingham,  and  Pendleton;  one  other  of  the 
counties  of  Monongalia,  Brooke,  Ohio,  Rajidolpb,  Harrison,  Wood,  and 
Mason;  and  one  other  of  the  counties  of  Batli,  Greenbrier,  Kan- 
awha, Cabell,  Giles,  Monroe,  Tazewell,  Wythe,  Grayson,  Waski 
Eussell,  and  Lee. 

15,  Within  three  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund,  who  shall  henceforward  be  called 
the  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  shall  appoint  one  fit  person  in  every 
county,  in  each  of  the  districts,  who,  with  those  appointed  in  the 
other  counties  of  the  same  district,  shall  compose  the  Boai-d  of  Visit- 
ors for  the  College  of  that  district;  aad  shall,  within  four  months 
after  passing  this  act,  cause  notice  to  be  given  to  each  individual  so 
appointed,  prescribing  to  them  a  day,  within  one  month  thereafter, 
and  a  place  within  their  district,  for  their  first  meeting,  with  supple- 
mentary instructions  for  procuring  a  meeting  subsequently,  in  the 
event  of  failure  at  the  time  fli-st  appointed. 

16,  The  said  Visitors,  or  so  many  of  them  as,  being  a  majority, 
shall  attend,  shall  appoint  a  rector,  of  their  own  body,  who  shall  pre- 
side at  their  meetings,  and  a  secretary  to  record  and  preserve  their 
proceedings;  and  shall  proceed  to  consider  of  the  site  for  a  college 
most  convenient  for  their  district,  having  regard  to  the  extent,  popu- 
lation and  other  circumstances,  and  within  the  term  of  sis  months 
from  the  passing  of  this  act  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Board  of 
Public  Instruction,  with  the  reasons  on  which  each  site  is  preferred; 
and  if  any  minority  of  two  or  more  members  prefer  any  other  place, 
the  same  shall  be  reported,  with  the  reasons  for  and  against  the  same, 

17,  Within  seven  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act  the  said 
Board  of  Public  Instruction  shall  determine  on  such  of  the  sites  re- 
ported as  they  shall  think  most  eligible  for  the  college  of  each  district, 
shall  notify  the  same  to  the  said  Visitors,  and  shall  charge  them  with 
the  of&C3  of  obtaining  from  the  proprietor,  with  his  consent,  the  pro- 
per grounds  for  the  buUding,  and  its  appurtenances,  either  by  dona- 
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tion  or  purchase ;  or  if  bis  consent,  on  reasonable  terms,  cannot  be 
obtaiaed,  t.Le  clerk  of  the  county,  wherein  the  aite  is,  shail,  oa  their 
request,  issue  and  direct  to  the  sheriff  of  the  same  county  a  writ  of 
ad  ^lod  damnum,  to  ascertain  by  a  jury  the  value  of  the  gi-ounda 
selected,  and  to  fis  their  extent  by  metes  and  bounds,  so,  however,  as 
not  to  include  the  dwelling  house,  or  buildings  appurtenant,  the  oup- 
tilage,  gardens  or  orchards  of  the  owner;  which  writ  shall  be  exe- 
cuted according  to  the  ordinaiy  forms  prescribed  by  the  laws  in  such 
cases;  and  shall  be  returned  to  the  same  clerk  to  be  recorded  :  Pro- 
vided,  that  in  no  case,  either  of  parchase  or  valuation  by  a  jury,  shall 
more  grounds  be  located  than  of  the  value  of  1500 ;  which  grounds, 
if  by  donation  or  purchase,  shall,  by  the  deed  of  the  owner,  or  if  by 
valuation  of  a  Jury,  shall,  by  their  inquest,  become  vested  in  the  said 
Board  of  Public  Instruction,  as  trustees  for  the  Commonwealth,  and 
for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  a  college  of  instruction. 

18.  On  each  of  the  sites  so  located  shall  be  erected  one  or  more 
substantial  buildings — the  walls  of  which  shall  be  of  brick  or  stone, 
with  two  school  rooms,  and  four  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
professors,  and  with  ^xteen  dormitories  in  or  adjacent  to  the  same, 
each  8ufB.cient  for  two  pupils,  and  in  which  no  more  than  two  shall  be 
permitted  to  lodge,  with  a  fire  place  in  each,  and  the  whole  in  a  com- 
fortable and  decent  style,  suitable  to  their  purpose. 

19.  The  plan  of  the  said  buildings,  and  their  appurtenances,  shall 
be  furnished  or  approved  by  the  said  Board  of  Public  InstructioHj 
and  that  of  the  dormitories  shall  be  snob  as  may  conveniently  receive 
additions  from  time  to  time.  The  Visitors  shall  have  all  the  powers 
which  are  necessaiy  and  proper  for  carrying  them  into  execution,  and 
shall  proceed  in  their  execution  accordingly.  Provided,  that  in  no 
case  shall  the  whole  cost  of  the  said  buildings  and  appurtenances  of 
any  one  college  exceed  the  sum  of  $7,500. 

20.  The  college  of  the  district  flfiit  in  this  act  described,  to  wit ;  of 
Accomac,  &c.  shall  be  called  the  Wythe  College,  or  the  College  of  the 
District  of  Wythe ;  that  of  the  second  description,  to  wit ;  Princess 
Anne  &c  hall  be  called  th  — — -  that  of  the  third  description,  to 
wit ;  Pa  ifax  &c  shall  be  Ccdled  the ;  that  of  the  fourth  des- 
cription to  wit    Hanoitr  %c  shall  be  called  the ;  that  of  the 

fifth    le       ptoQ  (owt     Chesterfield    \<i.  shall  be  oaJled  the ; 

that  of  the  bitth  deso  j  tion  to  wi  Campbell,  &c.  shall  be  called 
the thit  of  the  seventh  deacnption,  to  wit :  Frederick,  &o. 
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shall  be  oallecl  tke ;  that  of  the  eighth  deBoription,  to  wit :  Mo- 
nongalia, &o,  shall  be  called  the j  aud  tliat  of  the  ninth  descrip- 
tion, to  wit :  Eath,  &c.  shall  be  called  the . 

21.  In  the  said  colleges  shall  be  taught  the  Greek,  Latio,  IVenoh, 
Spanish,  Italian  and  German  languages,  Bngliih  giammaa,  geography, 
ancient  and  modern,  the  higher  branches  of  numeutnl  iiithmetie, 
the  mensuration  of  land,  the  use  of  the  globes,  lud  the  ordinary 
elements  of  navigation. 

22.  To  each  of  the  said  colleges  shall  be  appomted  two  piofessora, 
the  one  for  teaching  Greek,  Latin,  and  such  othei  1  nini,bei  f  learn- 
ing, before  described,  as  he  may  be  qualified  to  teach,  and  the  other 
for  the  remaining  branches  thereof,  who  shall  each  be  illowi-d  the  use 
of  the  apartments  provided  for  him,  and  a  stanlmg  'alaij  of  C500 
yearly,  to  be  drawn  from  the  literary  ftmd,  with  such  tuition  fee  from, 
each  pupil  as  the  Visitors  shall  establish. 

23.  The  said  Visitors  shall  be  charged  with  the  pieseiTition  and 
repair  of  the  buildings,  the  care  of  the  ground  and  appurteniaces  for 
which,  and  other  necessary  purposes,  they  may  empky  a  steward  and 
competent  laborers;  they  shall  have  power  to  appoint  aad  remove  the 
professors,  to  prescribe  their  duties,  and  the  course  of  education  to 
be  pursued  ;  they  shaJl  establish  rules  for  the  government  and  discip- 
line of  the  pupils,  for  their  suhsietenee  and  board,  if  boarded  in  the 
college,  and  for  their  aocommodation,  and  the  charges  to  which  they 
shall  be  subject  for  the  same,  as  well  as  the  rent  for  the  dormitories 
they  occupy.  They  may  draw  from  the  literary  fund  such  moneys  as 
are  hereby  charged  oa  it  for  their  institution.  And,  in  general,  thej 
shall  direct  and  do  all  matters  and  things  which,  not  being  inconsis- 
tent with  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  them  shall  seem  most  expedient  for 
promoting  the  purposes  of  the  said  institution;  which  several  func- 
tions may  be  exorcised  by  them  in  the  form  of  by-laws,  resolutions, 
ordera,  instructions,  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  deem  proper. 

24.  The  rents  of  the  dormitories,  the  profits  of  boarding  the  pupils, 
donations  and  other  occasional  resources  shall  constitute  the  fund,  and 
shall  he  at  theu'  disposal  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  the  said  institu- 
tion, and  not  otherwise  provided  for ;  and  they  shall  have  authority  to 
draw  on  the  said  Board  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  purchase  or  valu- 
ation money  of  the  site  of  their  college,  for  the  cost  of  the  building 
aad  improvements  authorized  by  law,  and  for  the  standing  salaiaes  of 
the  professors  herein  allowed — for  the  administration  of  all  which 
they  may  appoint  a  bursar. 
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II  1    11  1        tw     t  t  d  m    t  "^        th    y          t  th          I 

1  tf     li    t    "Vr     1  J      f   Ap  1  1  0  t  1-           1                  1 

m    t    g  t  th        m    p             d    t  h    tl       t  m            th  j    htdl 

Pit  1           tthft  yddlftl 
b      d 

6  4  m  J     tj     f  til  m    I   11  1 1  .^     i            f     b                   1 
til    d  th         ee        t         f     m  ml  his      m      I  by  th 

B      1    f  P  b!     I    t      t                 t    f  th  ty  f   m  wh   h  h  was 

rp      ted     h      aid  B      d    h  11     pjj      t  d  th 
iy 

7  Tl    -V     t        f        y     II  g   t    1  t    t  h  11  b      b  dy  I  1 1 
d       ri  nt     t    b    caU  d  th    V     t        f  th  C  11  g     by       m     f 

wh    h   h  y  pp     ted  w  tb     p     ty  t    pi    d         be  mpl    d  d 

11  f  J     t  d        11  ca  t       t    g  to  tl  11        wh    h 

m  J  b    th       b]    t    f  I  {,  1  d  J       d    t        wh    h  pi 

b  11       t    b  t     by  tb    d  t    m      t         f  tli      fli        f     11  y    t 

th  m  b  t    1   11     ta    I  1        th  t  ti  1 

th  y  h  11  b   cap  II    u  I  w      dm  trust  for  then  college,  ot  leeei?- 
1       pt  d  d  n  t        real  and  personal,  as  well  fiom  bodies 

p      t         p  aj5S       t  d  as  from  private  individuila 

8  S  m    m     b  m  mbera,  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  to  be 
nm      tdbyth        dF      d       such  other  persons  as  they  shall  nomi- 

t      h  11       ce  y  y        at  least,  visit  the  college  of  their  dis- 

t     t     n  £  t    th    p      eed    gs  and  practices  thereat,  examine  the 

pg  ftlppl        dg       to  those  who  excel  in  any  branch  of 

lea       gp  bdfthiad  college,  such  boaorary  marts  and  tes- 

t  fjpftn       my  encourage  or  excite  to  industry  and 

m  1  t 

9  Th    1  d  J  lings  of  the  said  Visitors  shall  be  sub- 
jtt         tl]             t        by  the  Board  of  Publio  Instruction, 

th  th       mpl      t    f      y  ndiyidua!,  aggrieved  or  interested,  or 

tbpp     mtnfthHad  board. 

10  y    0th  d  y   f  February,  or,  if  that  be  Sunday,  then 
th           t  1     t  1  y  tl  ereafter,  on  which  a  meeting  can  be 

fftdhB      IfPbl     Instruction  shall  be  in  session,  and  shall 
Iptn  i  tjf       h  district,  a  Visitor,  resident  therein, 

h      th       m    b  f         pp      ted,  or  another,  at  their  discretion,  to 
1 1  th  1th  1  y  of  Febraaiy,  duly  and  timely  noti- 

fy I        tl         II      tm     t,  and  piL^tiibiiig  a  day  for  their  first 
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meetiB^  at  thi,  college  of  their  distrietj  after  wticli,  their  stated  meet- 
ings ^hill  be  at  their  college,  on  the  first  Mondajs  of  April  and  Octo- 
ber anBUilly,  and  their  occasional  meetings  at  the  aame  place,  and 
at  such  times  a?  themselves  shall  appoint,  due  notice  thereof  being 
a:iTen  t]  c^ery  member  of  their  board. 


Utrum  horum? 


And  for  establishing  in  a  cen- 
tral and  healthy  part  of  the  State 
an  University  wherein  all  the 
hranchea  of  useful  science  may  be 
tanght,  Be  it  enacted  aa  foUowa : 

31.  "Within  the  limits  of  the 
county  of there  shall  be  es- 
tablished an  University,  to  he 
called  the  University  of  Virginia; 
and  so  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  the  boai-d  of 
public  instruction  shall  appoiot 
eight  fit  persons  to  constitute  the 
Board  of  Visitors  for  the  said 
University;  and  shall  forthwith 
give  notice  to  each  individual  so 
appointed,  prescribing  to  them  a 
day  for  then  first  meeting  at  the 
Court-house  of  the  said  county, 
with  supplementary  instructions 
for  procuring  a  meeting  subse- 
quently in  the  event  of  failure  at 
the  time  firat  appointed. 


And  for  establishing  in  a  cen- 
tral and  healthy  part  of  the  State 
an  University  wherein  all  the 
branches  of  useful  science  may  be 
taught,  Ee  it  further  enacted  as 
follows ; 

31.  Whensoever  the  Visitors  of 
the  Central  College  in  Albemai'le, 
authorized  thereto  by  the  consent 
ill  writing  of  the  eubscribejs  of 
the  major  pai't  of  the  amount  sub- 
scribed to  that  institution,  shall 
convey  or  cause  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  Board  of  Public  Instruction, 
for  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth, 
all  the  lands,  buildings,  property 
and  rights  of  the  said  College,  in 
possession,  in  interest,  or  in  action, 
(save  only  so  much  as  may  dis- 
charge their  engagements  then 
existing,)  the  same  shall  be  there- 
upon vested  in  this  Commonwealth, 
and  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
institution  of  an  University  to  be 
called  the  University  of  Virginia, 
which  ahall  be  established  on  the 
said  lands,  The  said  Board  of 
Public  Instruction  shall  thereupon 
forthwith  appoint  eight  fit  persons 
who  shall  compose  the  Board  of 
Visitors  for  the  government  of  the 
said  University,  notifying  thereof 
the  persons  so  appointed,  and  pre- 
scribing to  them  a  day  for  their 
first  meeting  at  Charlottesville, 
with  supplementary  instructions 
for  procuring  a  meeting  subse- 
quently, in  the  event  of  failure  at 
the  time  first  appointed. 
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32.  The  said  Visitors,  or  so 
many  of  tliem  as,  being  a  major- 
ity, shall  attend,  stall  appoint  a 
Rector  of  tlieir  own  body,  who 
shall  preside  at  their  meetings, 
and  a  Secretary  to  record  and  pre- 
e  their  proceedings,  and  shall 
leed  to  enqaire  into  and  select 
the  most  eligible  site  for  the  Uni- 
versity, and  to  obtain  from  the 
proprietor,  with  his  consent,  the 
proper  grounds  for  the  buildings 
and  appurtenances,  either  by  do- 
nation or  purchase,  or,  if  his  con- 
sent on  reasonable  terms  cannot 
be  obtained,  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ty shall,  on  their  request,  issue 
and  direct  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  a  writ  of  ad  q\wd  damnum 
to  ascertain  by  a  jury  the  value  of 
the  grounds  selected,  and  to  fix 
their  extent  by  metes  and  bounds, 
so  however  as  not  to  include  the 
dwelling  house  or  buildings  appur- 
tenant, the  curtilage,  gardens  or 
orchards  of  the  owner ;  which  writ 
shall  be  executed  according  to  the 
ordinary  forms  prescribed  by  the 
laws  in  such  cases,  and  shall  be 
returned  to  the  same  clerk  to  be 
recorded :  Pi'ovided,  That  in  no 
case,  either  of  purchase  or  valua- 
tion by  a  jury,  shall  more  grounds 
be  located  than  of  the  value  of 
12,000;  which  grounds,  if  by  do- 
nation or  purchase,  shall,  by  the 
deed  of  the  owner,  or  if  by  valua- 
tion of  a  jury,  shall,  by  their  in- 
quest, become  vested  in  the  Board 
of  Public  Instruction  aforesaid,  as 
trustees  for  the  Commonwealth, 
for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  an 
University, 

S3.  A  plan  of  the  buildings  and 
appurtenances  nece^jary  and  pro- 
per for  an  UmveiBity  being  fur- 
nished or  approved  by  the  Boird 
of  Public  Instiuction,   in  which 
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32.  The  said  Visitors,  or  so 
iKany  of  them  as,  being  a  major- 
ity, shall  attend,  shall  appoint  a 
B«ctor  of  their  own  body  to  pre- 
side at  their  meetings,  and  a  Se- 
cretary to  record  and  preserve 
their  proceedings,  and  shall  pro- 
ceed to  examine  into  the  state  of 
tlie  property  conveyed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  make  an  inventory  of  the 
same,  specifying  the  items  whereof 
it  consists,  shall  notice  the  build- 
ings and  other  improvements  al- 
ready made,  and  those  which  are 
ia  progress,  shall  take  measures 
for  their  completion,  shall  consider 
what  others  may  be  necessary  in 
addition,  and  of  the  best  plan  for 
effecting  the  same,  with  estimates 
of  the  probable  cost,  and  shall 
make  report  of  the  whole  to  the 
said  Board  of  Public  Instruction, 
which  ia  authorized  to  approve, 
negative  or  modify  any  of  the 
measures  so  proposed  by  the  said 
Visitors. 


33  The  «: 
approved  oi  modified,  the  Visitors 
?hall  have  all  the  powers  relative 
thereto  which  shall  be  necessary 

piopei  for  carrying  them  into 
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execution,  and   sliall    proceed   : 
their  execution  accordinglj. 


that  of  the  dormitoriea  shall  be 
such  aa  may  conveniently  admit 
additions  from  time  to  time,  the 
Visitors  shall  have  all  the  powers 
which  shall  he  necessary  and  pro- 
per for  carrying  them  into  execu- 
tion, and  shall  proceed  in  their 
execution  accordingly. 

34.  In  the  said  University  shall  he  taught  history  and  geography, 
ancient  and  modern ;  natural  philosophy,  agriculture,  chemistry  and 
the  theories  of  medicine ;  anatomy,  zoology,  botany,  mineralogy 
and  geology;  mathematics,  pure  and  mixed;  military  and  nayal 
science;  ideology,  ethics,  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations;  law, 
municipal  and  foreign ;  the  science  of  civil  government  and  political 
economy ;  languages,  rhetoric,  belles  lettres,  and  the  fine  arts  geaer- 
aUy ;  whicb  brauohes  of  science  ahal!  be  so  distributed  a»d  under  so 
many  profeasoreliipa,  not  exceeding  ten,  as  the  Visitors  shall  think 
most  proper. 

35.  Each  professor  shall  be  allowed  the  use  of  the  apartments  and 
accommodations  provided  for  him,  and  such  standing  salary,  aot  ex- 
ceeding $1,000  yearly,  as  the  Victors  shall  think  proper,  to  be  drawn 
from  the  literary  fund,  with  such  tuition  fees  from  the  students  aa  the 
Visitors  shall  establish 

36.  The  said  Visitors  ihali  be  chaiged  with  the  erection,  preserva 
tion  and  repair  of  the  buildings,  the  care  ot  the  grounds  and  appur 
tenances,  and  of  the  mteieata  of  the  University  geneially,  thej  shall 
have  power  to  appjmt  i  bursal,  employ  a  steward  and  all  olhei 
necessary  agents;  to  appoint  nnd  remove  profe^oi^,  to  presmbe 
their  duties,  and  the  course  of  education  to  be  pursued ,  to  establish 
rules  for  the  government  ind  discipline  of  the  students  for  their  sub 
sistenoe,  board  and  aooommodition,  if  hoarded  bj  the  TJnueisity,  and 
the  charges  to  which  they  shall  be  subject  foi  the  same,  is  well  as  for 
the  dormitories  they  occupy,  to  provide  and  control  the  dutiti  and 
proceedings  of  all  ofSceit,  seiTauts  and  others,  with  respect  to  the 
buildings,  lands,  appurtenances,  and  othei  properly  and  interests  of 
the  University;  to  diaw  fiom  the  liteiary  fund  such  moneys  as  aie 
hereby  charged  on  it  foi  this  institution  and  in  geneial  to  Jueft  and 
do  all  matters  and  things  which,  nit  being  mcou'^istent  with  the  laws 
of  the  land,  to  them  ahill  =eem  most  expedient  fui  piomutmg  the 
purposes  of  the  Kaid  lusdtuticn     ivbi  h  sciti  i)  ftinct  it  s  miy  b    ex 
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ereised  by  them  in  the  form  of  lay-laws,  roles,  resolutions,  orders, 
instructions,  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  cleem  proper. 

37.  They  shall  have  two  stated  meeticgs  in  the  year,  to  wit:  on 
the  first  Mondays  of  April  and  October,  and  occasional  meetings  at 
sueh  other  times  as  they  shall  appoint,  due  notice  thereof  being  given 
to  every  individual  of  tteir  Board,  vrhich  meetings  shall  be  at  the  said 
University;  a  majority  of  them  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  busi- 
ness; and  on  the  death  or  resignation  of  a  member,  or  on  his  removal 
by  the  Boaid  of  Public  Instruction,  or  change  of  habitation  to  a 
greater  than  his  former  distance  from  the  University,  the  said  Board 
shall  appoint  a  successor, 

38.  The  Visitors  of  the  said  University  shall  be  a  body  politic  and 
corporate  under  the  style  and  title  of  the  Visitors  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,  with  capacity  to  plead  or  be  impleaded  in  all  courts  of  justice, 
and  in  all  cases  interesting  to  their  College,  which  may  be  the  subjects 
of  legal  cognizance  and  jurisdiction,  which  pleas  shall  nrt  abate  by  the 
deteimination  ot  then  ofdce,  but  shall  stand  revived  m  the  namt,  of 
their  aucceswia,  and  they  shall  be  capable  m  law  and  m  tiust  for 
their  College,  of  receiving  subsciiptions  and  donations,  reil  and  per- 
sonal, as  well  fiom  bodies  coporate  oi  persons  associated,  is  fiom  pii 
vate  individudia 

39  Some  member  or  membeis  of  the  Board  of  Visitoii  to  be 
nomimted  by  the  =iaid  Boaid,  oi  such  other  peison  as  the>  shall  nom- 
inate shall,  ouoe  m  every  yeai  at  least,  visit  the  siid  University, 
enquiie  into  the  piooeeJing  and  prattices  theieat  examine  ihe  pro- 
gress of  the  students,  tnd  give  to  those  who  excel  m  iny  bianch  of 
sv  ence  theie  tau^jht  such  honoiary  mail  s  and  testimonies  of  approba- 
tion la  miy  encourage  and  excite  to  in  luotiy  ind  emulation 

40  All  decisions  and  pioueedings  of  the  Visitora  shill  be  subitet 
to  contiol  and  diiettion  by  the  Bwid  of  Publie  Instiuctioa,  either  on 
the  compliint  of  any  individual  agf^neved  oi  interested,  or  on  the 
ptopei  motion  of  the  said  Board 

41  On  every  29th  day  ff  Febrnaiy,  oi,  if  that  be  Sunday,  then 
on  the  nest  or  eoiliest  dny  theieaftci  on  which  ^  meeting  oan  be 
effected,  the  sail  Biard  of  Public  Instinction  shiU  be  m  session,  ind 
shall  appoint  Visitors  foi  the  said  Univei^ity,  eithei  the  sime  or 
others,  at  tteir  discittion,  to  serve  until  the  2'^th  day  of  Febniary 
next  ensuing,  duly  and  timely  nntifjin^  to  tbem  thpu  aj.pcintment, 
ind   [u  till   n„  a  dij  1  i    tliLii   In  t  im,Lin  >  at  tho  Vi  nti  ily,  liter 
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wMch  tlieir  stated  meetings  stall  be  OQ  the  first  Mondays  of  April 
and  October  annaally,  and  their  occasional  Taeetinga  at  tlie  same 
place,  and  at  such  times  as  themselyes  stall  appoint,  due  notice 
thereof  being  given  to  every  member  of  their  Board. 

[Note.— If  the  Central  College  be  adopted  for  the  University,  the 
following  section  may  be  added:  "Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  suspend  the  proceedings  of  the  Tisitors  of  the  sdd 
Central  CoDege  of  Albemarle;  but,  for  the  ptupose  of  expediting  the 
objecte  of  the  said  institntiou,  they  shall  be  authorized,  under  the 
control  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  to  continue  the  esercise 
of  their  fuactions  until  the  first  meeting  of  tlie  Visitors  of  the 
TTniversitj."] 

And  to  avail  the  Commonwealth  of  those  talents  and  yirtues  which 
nature  has  sown  as  liberally  among  the  poor  as  rich,  and  which  are 
lost  to  their  country  by  the  want  of  means  for  their  cultivatioB,  Be  it 
further  enacted  as  follows : 

42.  On  every  29th  day  of  February,  or,  If  that  be  Sunday,  then 
on  the  next  day,  the  Visitora  of  the  Ward-schools  in  every  county 
shall  meet  at  the  CourfrHons  f  th  '  cf  ty  1  ft  th  most  dil- 
igent and  impartial  observa  nd  q  y  h  y  who  have 
been  three  years  at  the  Wa  h  d  w  pa  n  oo  poor 
to  give  them  a  collegiate  ed  h  11  m  m  g  them 
some  one  of  tie  most  promis  ng  n  d  d  ta  d  wh  hall  be 
sent  to  the  first  meeting  of  th  \  tors  h  ■^t,  with 
such  proofs  as  the  case  reqr  ud  dm  h  m  on  and 
information  of  that  Board ;  w  mm  h  d  d  offered 
from  the  several  counties  of  h  d  ,  h  w  f  he  most 
sound  and  promising  understanding,  who  shall  he  admitted  to  their 
College,  and  there  be  maintained  and  educated  five  years  at  the  public 
expense,  under  suet  rule's  and  limitations  as  the  Board  of  Puhlic  In- 
struction shall  prescribe ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  five  years  the 
said  Collegiate  Tisitors  shall  select  that  one  of  the  two  who  shall,  on 
their  moat  dUigent  and  impartial  enquiry  and  best  information,  be 
adjudged  by  them  to  be  of  the  most  sound  and  promising  understand- 
ing and  character,  ajid  most  improved  by  their  course  of  education, 
who  shall  be  sent  on  immediately  thereafter  to  the  University,  there 
to  he  maintained  and  educated  in  such  branches  of  the  sciences  taught 
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tliere  as  are  most  proper  to  qualify  liim  for  the  calling  to  whieh  his 
parents  or  guardians  may  destine  Lim ;  and  to  contimie  at  the  said 
University  three  years  at  the  public  expense,  under  such  nilea  and 
limitations  as  the  Board  of  Publio  luatruction  shall  prescribe.  And 
the  expenses  of  the  persons  so  to  be  publicly  maintained  and  educated 
at  the  Colleges  and  University  shall  be  drawn  by  their  respective 
Visitors  from  the  literary  fund. 


(Passed  21st  February,  1818.) 
1.  Be  it  eitaeted  b^  tlie  General  As3embly,  That  for  the  purpose  of 
duly  applying  a  part  of  the  income  of  the  literary  fund  to  the  jjn- 
mari/  object  of  its  iustitation,  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  courts  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  corporate  towns  represented  in  the 
General  Assembly  and  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  as  soon  aa  may  be 
in  the  present  yearj  and  annually  thereafter  in  the  mouth  of  October, 
to  appoint  not  less  than  five  aor  more  than  fifteen  discreet  persons,  to 
be  called  School  Commissioners,  for  the  counties,  cities,  the  said  corpo- 
rate towns  and  borough  of  Norfolk  respectively,  who,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  shall  hold  their  first  meeting  at  the  courthouses  of  their  respec- 
tive counties  and  corporations,  on  the  first  day  of  the  court  of  the 
county  or  corporation  nest  after  that  at  which  they  shall  have  been 
appointed,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be;  they  shall  afterwards,  in 
evei7  year,  hold  a  meeting  at  the  places  aforesaid,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  oourt  of  their  county  or  corporation  which  shall  he  holden  in  the 
month  of  November ;  and  they  shall  hold  such  esti-a  meetings  at  the 
places  aforesiud,  ss  they  may  deem  necessary,  to  be  convened  at  any 
time  on  the  application  of  any  number  of  the  said  Commissioners,  not 
less  than  a  third  part  of  the  whole,  reasonable  notice  thereof  having 
been  first  given  by  advertisement,  at  the  door  of  the  courthoiise,  on 
some  court  day ;  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Commissioners 
shall  be,  ai  all  times,  necessary  to  form  a  boai'd  for  the  transaction  of 
business,   or  to  adjourn,   except  from   day  today;  but  any   smaller 
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numl  ui  iiii\  ^dj  our  Q  from  day  today;  the  Tioai'd  may  adjnmu  from 
time  tn  time,  as  they  may  tkiiik  proper.  The  said  ComraisBioners 
shall  annii  illy  appoint  one  of  tlieir  own  body  TieaEiire\,  who,  hefore 
he  shall  bo  entitled  to  receive  any  money  by  Mrfue  of  his  oflioe,  shall 
giTe  bond  and  good  aecarity  in  the  court  of  the  county,  tity,  corpo- 
rate town,  or  boroBgh  in  which  he  may  be  appomt«dj  payable  to  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund,  in  the  penalty  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  oonditioned  for  the  fiiithful  application  and  ai^couat- 
ing  for  all  moneys  which  may  come  to  his  hinds  by  viitue  of  his 
office;  which  bond  shall  be  filed  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  such 
court.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  deteimina  what 
number  of  poor  childrea  they  will  educate,  what  sum  shall  be  paid  for 
their  education,  to  authorize  each  of  themselves  to  &fclt>,t  bo  many 
poor  children  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  and  to  diaw  eiders  upon 
their  Ti'easurer  for  the  payment  of  the  expense  of  tuition  and  of  fur- 
nishing such  chUdren  with  proper  books  and  mateiiala  for  writing  and 
cyphering.  The  poor  children,  selected  in  mannei  afore&aid,  shall, 
(with  the  assent  of  the  father,  or  if  no  father,  of  the  mother  of  such 
children  respectively,  or  if  no  mother,  with  the  assent  of  the  guar- 
dian,) he  sent  to  auoh  school  as  may  be  convenient,  to  be  taught 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 

2.  An^  he  it  enacled,  That  the  said  Treasurer  shall  pay  all  moneys 
which  may  come  to  his  hands  in  irf  e  f  his  ofEee  to  the  order  of 
th         U  mm        n  f       h    f  th  m        h  Jl  h       h  th 

1    t  tl       ]  wf  1        t        t   d    w     p      h  m      d    h  11  lly 

d  t     f  h  pts       d  d   b       m    f        pp    t  d  by 

p    p  h        t    th         d  C  m  h      hill        m        tl 

m  d    fte  ect    g    II    rr       wh    h  m  y  b    f       1  tl 

h  U      Urn  th        m    to  th     I    k     f  th  ts    f  th  t 

p      t    t  w  t  d )         gh    f  N  rf  Ik      pect     ly      nd  th 

d    1    k      h  11       tfy        ly    f        h  t  t    th    T       d     t    nd 

Directoi-s  of  the  Litei-ary  Fund;  for  which  copy  and  certificate  the 
said  clerks  respectively  shall  be  allowed  by  the  said  Commissionera 
such  a  fee  as  they  may  deem  reasonable,  to  he  piud  by  order  on  the  said 
Treaanrer;  and  whenever  such  Treasurer  shall  go  out  of  office,  he 
shall  pay  over  any  balance  which  may  be  in  his  hands  to  his  succes- 

3,  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Commissioners  to  appoint  one  of  their  own  body  as  clerk,  to  £11  all 
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i  created  by  death,  resignaUoa,  or  removal;  to  make  suoli 
allowance  to  their  Treasurer  as  thej  may  deem  reasonahle  for  his  ser- 
vices, and  to  authorize  their  Treasurer  to  pay  their  own  reasonable 
expenses  incurred  in  attending  tbeir  meeting. 

4.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  the  Pi-esident  and  Directors  of  the 
Literary  Fund  shall  annually  pay  to  each  of  the  said  Treasurers,  or 
order,  upon  the  production  of  a  certificate  from  the  proper  clerk,  that 
he  has  given  the  bond  required  by  this  aotj  auoh  proportion  of  the 
sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars  as  the  free  white  population  of  the 
county,  city,  corporate  town,  or  horongh,  in  which  such  Treasurers 
may  respectively  have  been  appointed,  bears  to  the  whole  free  white 
population  of  the  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  last  and  every 
future  census  taken  vmder  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

5.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  the  bonds  given  by  the  Treasurers  may 
be  put  in  suit  in  the  name  of  the  President  and  Direotore  of  the  Lite- 
rary Fund  for  their  benefit,  or  for  the  benefit,  and  at  the  costs,  of  any 
person  or  persona  who  may  sustain  injury  by  a  hreaeh  of  the  condi- 
tion thereof  And  if  any  Treasurer  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
this  act,  or  his  eseontors,  administrators,  or  other  personal  represen- 
tative, shall,  at  any  time,  when  duly  reeiuired  thereto,  fail  to  pay  any 
money  received  by  such  Treasurer  by  virtue  of  his  office,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Commissioners  of  Schools,  in  the  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fuud,  or  for  the  said  President 
and  Directora  in  their  own  name,  by  motion,  on  ten  days  previous 
notice,  in  any  court  of  record  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  to  recover  a 
a  judgment  and  have  execution  for  such  money,  with  ten  per  centum 
per  annum  damages  thereoc,  from  the  time  of  such  failure  till  pay- 
ment, together  with  cost,  against  the  said  Treasurer  and  his  securi- 
ties, jointly  or  severally,  or  against  the  executors,  admiuisti'ators,  or 
personal  representative,  of  such  Treasurer  or  his  securities,  or  any  of 
them;  and  the  money  made  upon  such  judgment  or  execution  shall 
be  paid  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of.  Commissioners,  or  of  such  person 
as  they  shall  have  authorized  to  receive  it,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

6.  And  he  itfurUier  enacted,  That  all  money,  funds,  debts,  or  pro- 
perty now  held  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  county  or  corpo- 
ration, and  derived  from  or  acquired  by  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  glebe 
lands,  and  which  shall  be  unappropriated  by  the  citizens  of  such 
county  or  corporation,  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  vested  in 
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tie  said  School  Commission  ere,  the  revenue  or  income  of  such  money, 
funds,  debts,  or  other  property,  to  lie  used  and  applied  by  the  said 
Commissioners  to  the  education  of  the  poor  yonth  of  their  oounty  or 
corporation,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  directed  by  this  act  to 
apply  that  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  literary  fund  to  which  theii 
county  or  corporation  may  he  entitled;  provided,  that  before  any 
such  funds,  money,  or  other  property  shall  he  th\is  inve&ted  iu  the 
said  Commissioners,  the  citizens  of  such  county  or  corporation,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  shall  assent  to  the  said  investment. 

7.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  the  School  Commissioners  shall  aann- 
ally  present  a  statement  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Lite- 
rary Fand,  exhibiting  the  number  of  schools  and  indigent  children  in 
their  county  or  corporation;  the  price  paid  for  their  tuition;  the 
number  of  children  educated  in  siich  schools;  and  what  farther 
appropriation  from  the  literary  fund  will,  in  their  opinion,  he  sufS.- 
oient  to  famish  the  means  of  education  to  all  the  indigent  children  in 
their  county  or  corporation. 

8.  Be  it  farther  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  established  in  some 
convenient  and  proper  part  of  the  State,  a  University,  to  be  called 
"The  University  of  Virginia,"  wherein  all  the  branches  of  useful 
science  shall  be  taught.  In  order  to  wd  the  Legislature  in  ascertain- 
ing the  permanent  site  of  the  said  University,  and  in  organizing  it, 
there  shall  be  appointed,  without  delay,  by  the  Executive  of  this 
Commonwealth,  twenty-four  discreet  and  intelligent  persons,  who 
ahal!  constitute  a  Boaid  to  be  called  "The  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  the  Untver'iity '  One  member  of  the  said  Boai-d  shall  he  ap- 
pointed fiom  each  of  the  semtoiial  districts,  as  they  were  arranged  by 
an  act  of  the  last  '^efSlon  of  the  Legislature.  If  any  person  so 
appointed  shaD  fnil  or  refuse  to  act,  his  place  shall  be  supplied  from 
the  same  district,  by  appointment  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Literary  Pund.  The  said  Board  shall  meet  on  the  first  day  of 
August  next,  at  the  tavern  in  Rockfish  Gap  on  the  Blue  Eidge,  for 
the  purpose  of  performing  the  duties  hereby  assigned  to  them.  At 
least  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a 
Board  for  the  transaction  of  business ;  but  any  smaller  number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  until  a  quorum  shall  attend.  The  said 
Board,  when  assembled,  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to 
time,  and  from  place  to  place,  until  their  duties  shall  have  been  per- 
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formed.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  enquire  and  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture at  their  next  session  : 

Eirst — A  proper  site  for  the  University. 

Secondly — A  plan  for  the  building  thereof. 

Thirdly — ^Tho  bi-anehes  of  learning  which  should  he  taught  therein. 

Eourthly — The  number  and  description  of  professorships;  and 

Fifthly — Such  general  provisions  as  might  properly  be  enacted  by 
the  Legislature,  for  the  better  organizing  and  governing  the  Uni- 
versity. 

The  said  Board  are  also  authorized  and  required  to  receive  any  vol- 
untary contributions,  whether  conditional  or  absolute,  whether  in 
land,  money,  or  other  property,  which  may  be  offered,  through  them, 
to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund,  for  the  beaefit 
of  the  University;  and  t<  report  the  same  to  the  Legislature  at  their 
next  session.  The  members  of  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners 
shall  be  allowed  for  their  services  the  same  pay  and  traveling  expen- 
ses, as  are  allowed  to  members  of  the  fteneral  Assembly,  to  be  ascer- 
tained and  certified  by  the  Board,  and  paid  out  of  the  literary  fund. 

9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  as  soon  as  the  site  of  the  said  Uni- 
versity shall  be  ascertained  by  law,  there  shall  ba  appropriated  out  of 
the  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  for  tbe  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  procuring 
the  land  and  erecting  the  buildings,  and  for  the  permanent  endow- 
ment of  the  said  University ;  provided,  however,  that  the  appropria- 
tion hereby  made  to  the  University,  shall  in  no  manner  impair  or 
diminish  the  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  to  the  education  of  the 
poor  in  the  several  counties  or  corporations. 

10.  Be  it  further  enacted-,  That  the  University  aforesaid  shall  be 
under  the  government  of  thirteen  Visitors,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund,  and  to  hold  (heir 
offices  t  en  y  a  and  untH  their  suLCcasors  shall  be  appointed, 
unless  n  d  pla  d  by  the  said  President  and  Directors.  All 
vacan  n  tl  ffi  f  Visitor,  by  death  resign^ti  n  ti  removal  out 
of  the  C  mm  nwealth  or  failuie  to  act  for  the  spic  of  one  year, 
ehall  I       1  pi    1  by  the  said  President  ind  Diieutors 

11.  The  said  '\  isitors  shall  appoint  one  of  then  own  body  to  be 
Eector,  and  they  shall  be  a  body  coiporxte  undei  the  name  and  style 
of  "The  Eectorand  Visitors  of  the  UQiveiBityofViiginii;"  and,  as 
such,  they  may  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  receive  and  hold  pro- 
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perty  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  UciyerBitj,  sue  and  lie  sued,  implead  aud 
be  impleaded.  They  shall  h.ive  power  to  appoint  &  clerlt  for  their 
own  body,  and  allow  him  a  reasonaMe  compensation  for  his  serTiceB ; 
to  appoint  and  remove  the  profesEora  and  teachers,  and  all  other 
of&eere  of  the  TJniversitj;  to  regulate  their  salaiies  and  fees,  and  to 
make  all  sueh  by-lawa  and  regulations  as  may  be  neeeaaary  to  the 
good  government  of  the  University,  and  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  land.  But  the  said  Rector  and  Visitors  ahali  at  all  times  conform 
to  such  laws  as  the  Legislature  may  from  time  to  time  think  proper 
to  enact  for  their  goverament;  and  the  said  University  shall  in  all 
things,  at  all  times,  he  auhjeet  to  the  control  of  the  Legislature. 

12.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  Ist 
day  of  March. 


The  Commissioners  for  the  University  of  Virginia,  having  met,  as 
by  law  required,  at  the  tavern,  in  Eoctfish  Gap,  on  the  Blue  Eidgo, 
on  the  first  day  of  August,  of  this  present  year,  1S18 ;  and  having 
formed  a  board,  proceeded  on  that  day  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  them  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  "  An  act, 
appropriating  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;"  and  having  continued  their  proceedings  by  adjournment, 
from  day  to  day,  to  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of  August,  have  agreed  to 
a  report  on  the  several  matters  with  which  they  were  charged,  which 
report  they  now  respectfully  address  and  submit  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  State. 

The  first  duty  enjoined  on  them,  was  to  enquire  and  report  a  aite, 
in  some  convenient  and  proper  part  of  the  State,  for  an  university,  to 
be  called  the  "University  of  Virginia."  In  this  enquiry,  they  sup- 
posed that  the  governing  considerations  should  be  the  healthiness  of 
the  site,  the  fertility  of  the  neighbonng  countiy,  and  its  centrality  to 
the  white  population  of  the  whole  State.  For,  although  the  act  au- 
thorized and  required  them  to  receive  any  voluntary  oontributiona, 
whether  conditional  or  absolute,  which  might  be  offered  through  them 
to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literai-y  Fund,  for  the  benefit 
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of  the  University,  yet  they  did  not  consider  this  as  establishing  an 

t  pi  ij,    g  th    1      t       t    th    h    h    t  h  d  1 

Th        pi  w       p    p      d  t    w       J  t        n  (1     county  of 

E    kb    1       &ta     t  tl  fy    f   A        f  1   the  Centra! 

C  11  g  th  nfy    f  Alb  nj    !        E    h     f  th       w      wneicep- 

bl    as  t    I     1  k  d  f    t  1  ty      It  wa.  tb     d        e  of  cen- 

t    I  (y  t    th    wh  t    I  1    I  t   a    f  th    fet  t    wh   h     1       then  consti- 

t  t  d  th        I     t     t  po    t    f      mp    16       I  tw        tl        places;  and 

tl     B      i     fte    t  11       1     y     nd   ui]     t   1       1  ra  t  sideration, 

f    I  tl    t  th  til      t    f  th    wh  t    p  p  1    ion  of  the 

bt  t        n  t    tl     C     t    1  0  11  g     th       t        h      L  sington  or 

'^t  u  t      by  g     t      d      I    t    t  1  fi  nd   1!    th  r  ciroum- 

ta  fhjl  lb  f  bitt  position   for 

ty  th  y  I       I     t  th    C     t    1  (,  11  Albemarle,  to 

b  t       1  p    I       p  -t   f  fb    St  t    f      th    U  iversity  of 

^ 

Th   1      d  b       g  th  d  PI         t    f     tho  Uiii- 

tettlL       It        p  Itth     second  of 

t   d  n  d        hem — that  of  proposing  a  plan  for  its  build- 

ng  —    d  b  y         f   pinion  that  it  should  consist  of  distinct  houses 
p  n  g  d  at  proper  distances  on  each  side  of  a  lawn  of  a 

p    p      b         h  and    f  indefinite  extent,  in  one  directioa,  at  leastj  in 
h    f  wb  h     h     d  be  a  lecturing   room,  with  from    two  to  four 
ap     m  f        h        commodation  of  a  professor  and  his  family; 

h      b       p  n      boiJd  be  united  by  a  range  of  dormitories,  suffi- 

n  f      h  mmodation  of  two  students  only,  this  provision 

b  Dg  m  d  d  n  geous  to  morals,  to  order,  and  to  uninterrupted 
study;  and  that  a  passage  of  some  kind,  under  cover  from,  the  wea- 
ther, should  give  a  communication  along  the  whole  range.  It  ia  sop- 
posed  that  Bueb  pavilions,  on  an  average  of  the  larger  and  smaller, 
will  cost  each  about  ?5,000 ;  each  dormitory  about  |350,  and  hotels 
of  a  single  room,  for  a  refectory,  and  two  rooms  for  the  tenant,  neces- 
sary for  dieting  the  students,  will  cost  about  $3500  each.  The  number 
of  these  pavilions  will  depend  on  the  number  of  professors,  and  that  of 
the  dormitories  and  hotels  on  the  number  of  students  to  be  lodged 
and  dieted.  The  advantages  of  this  plan  are :  greater  security  against 
fire  and  infection ;  tranquillity  and  comfort  to  the  professors  and  their 
families  thus  insulated;  retirement  to  the  students;  and  the  admis- 
sion of  ealargement  to  any  degree  ta  which  the  institution  may  extend 
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in  future  times.  It  is  supposed  probable,  that  a  baiHing  of  somewlint 
moie  vize  in  the  middle  of  the  grounds  may  be  cilled  for  lo  time,  m 
which  imy  be  rooms  for  religious  worship,  under  such  impwtiil  le^ii 
htioBS  a?  the  Visitoii  shall  prescribe,  for  public  examinations,  foi  a 
library,  for  the  schools  of  music,  drawing,  and  other  associated 
purposes 

5,4  Id  proceeding  to  the  thud  and  fourth  dutie?  piesciibed  by 
the  Legislature,  of  repotting  "the  branches  cf  leirninj.,  which 
should  be  taught  in  the  University  onl  the  number  and  lesctiption 
of  the  professorships  they  will  lequiie,"  the  CommiSBioners  weie 
first  to  consider  at  whit  point  it  was  understood  that  university  edn- 
cation  should  commence  ?  Certainlj  not  with  the  dphabet,  f jr  lea 
sons  of  esp'diLncj  inj  iuipni^ticibiiity,  as  well  fiom  the  ob\ioTjs 
sense  of  the  Legislature,  who,  in  the  same  act,  make  other  piovision 
foi  the  primarj  instrocfion  of  the  poor  I'hildien,  expecting  doubtless, 
that  in  othei  cases  it  wouU  be  piovided  by  the  parent,  oi  become, 
po'haps,  subject  of  tuture  and  fuithei  attention  of  the  Legislatuie 
The  obiects  of  this  piimaiy  education  determine  ita  chiiacter  ind 
limits      These  objects  would  be, 

To  gne  to  every  citiznn  the  mtormation  he  n  ed^  fn  tl  e  tidnsiction 
of  his  own  business , 

To  enable  him  to  calculate  foi  himself,  and  to  expiess  and  pies  ivi 
his  ideas,  his  contracts  and  accounts,  in  writing , 

To  impioie,  by  reading,  his  morals  and  iitulttes. 

To  understand  his  duties  to  his  neighbors  and  country,  and  to  dis- 
charge with  competence  the  functions  confided  to  him  by  either; 

To  inow  his  rights ;  to  exercise  with  order  and  justice  those  he 
retains ;  to  choose  with  discretion  the  fiduciary  of  those  he  delegates ; 
and  to  notice  their  conduct  with  diligence,  with  candor,  and  judg- 

And,  in  general,  to  observe  with  intelligence  and  faithfulness  all 
the  social  relations  under  which  he  shall  bo  placed. 

To  instruct  the  mass  of  our  citizens  in  these,  their  rights,  interests 
and  duties,  as  men  and  citizens,  being  then  the  objects  of  education- 
in  the  primary  schools,  whether  private  or  public,  in  them  should  be 
taught  reading,  writing  and  numerical  arithmetic,  the  elements  of 
mensuration,  (useful  in  so  many  callings,)  and  the  outlines  of  geo- 
graphy and  history.  And  this  brings  ns  to  the  point  at  which  are  to 
commence  the  higher  branches  of  education,  of  which  the  Legislature 
reijuire  the  development;   those,  for  esample,  which  are, 
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To  form  the  statesmen,  legislators  and  judges,  on  whom  public 
prosperity  and  individual  happiness  are  so  much  to  depend; 

To  expound  the  principles  and  structure  of  government,  the  laws 
which  regulate  the  intsreourse  of  nations,  those  formed  municipally  for 
our  own  government,  and  a  sound  spirit  of  legislation,  which,  hanish- 
ing  all  arbitrary  and  unnecessary  restraint  on  individual  action,  shall 
leave  us  free  to  do  whatever  does  not  violate  the  equal  rights  of 
another ; 

To  haimoniie  and  promote  the  interests  of  agriculture,  manufae- 
tures  and  commerce,  and  by  well  informed  views  of  polifical  economy 
to  give  a  free  scope  to  the  puhlic  industry; 

To  develop  the  reasoning  fiicuhios  of  our  youth,  enlarge  their 
minds,  cultivate  their  morals,  and  instill  into  them  the  precepts  of 
virtue  and  order ; 

To  enlighten  them  with  mathematical  and  physical  sciences,  which 
advance  the  arts,  and  administer  to  the  health,  the  subsistence,  and 
comforts  of  human  life ; 

And,  generally,  to  form  them  to  habits  of  reflection  and  correct 
aefjon,  rendering  them  esamplea  of  virtue  to  others,  and  of  happiness 
within  themselves. 

These  ire  the  objects  of  that  higher  grade  of  education,  the  bene- 
fits and  blessings  of  which  the  Legishtuie  now  propose  to  provide  for 
the  good  and  ornament  of  then  lountry,  the  gratification  and  happi- 
ness of  their  fellow-cifizens,  of  the  parent  especially,  and  his  progeny, 
on  which  all  his  affections  aie  concentrated 

In  ente-ing  on  this  fitld,  the  OoramiSfiioners  are  aware  that  they 
have  to  encounter  much  diffeience  of  opinion  as  to  the  extent  which 
it  is  expedient  that  this  institution  ihould  occupy.  Some  good  men, 
and  even  of  lespectable  information,  cou^dei  the  learned  sciences  as 
useless  acuniiements ,  fovae  think  that  they  do  not  better  the  condi- 
tion of  man,  and  otheiu  thit  educition,  lihe  private  and  individual 
concerns,  should  he  left  to  privite  individual  effort;  not  reflecting  that 
an  establishment  embracing  all  the  sciences  which  may  be  useful  and 
even  necessary  in  the  various  vocations  of  life,  with  the  buildings  and 
apparatus  belonging  to  each,  are  far  beyond  the  reach  of  individual 
means,  and  must  either  derive  existence  from  public  patronage,  or  not 
exist  at  all.  This  would  leave  us,  then,  without  those  callings  which 
depend  on  education,  or  send  us  to  other  countries  to  seek  the  instruc- 
tion they  require.      But  the  Commissioners  arc  happy  in  considering 
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the  statute  nnder  which  they  are  asseiahled  as  proof  that  the  Legisla- 
ture ia  far  from  the  abandonment  of  objects  so  interesting.  Tliey  are 
sensible  that  the  advantages  of  well-directed  education,  moral,  politi- 
cal and  economical,  are  truly  above  all  estimate.  Education  generates 
habits  of  application,  of  order,  and  the  love  of  virtue ;  and  controls, 
by  the  force  of  habit,  any  innate  obliquities  in  our  moral  organization, 
"Wo  should  bo  far,  too,  from  ihe  discouraging  persuasion  tliat  man  is 
fixed,  by  the  law  of  his  nature,  at  a  given  point;  that  his  improve- 
ment is  a  chimera,  and  the  hope  delusive  of  rendering  ourselves  wiser, 
happier  or  better  than  our  forefathers  were.  As  well  might  it  be 
urged  that  the  wild  and  uncultivated  tree,  hitherto  yielding  sour  and 
bitter  fruit  only  can  never  be  made  to  yield  better ;  yet  we  Imow  that 
the  grafting  art  implints  a  new  trte  on  the  ^lavige  stoci,  producing 
what  IS  moat  eatimahlc  both  in  Lind  and  degree  Education,  in  like 
manner,  engrafts  a  new  man  on  the  native  stock,  and  improves  what 
in  his  nature  was  viciou'i  and  perverse  into  quilties  of  virtue  and 
socia!  woith  And  it  ctnnot  be  but  that  each  geneiation  succeeding 
to  the  knowledge  acquired  by  all  those  who  picceded  it  adding  to  it 
then  own  acqusitions  and  di>>coveiies,  and  binding  the  mass  down  for 
successive  and  constant  accumuhtion,  must  advance  the  knowledge 
and  weil  being  of  mankind,  not  tnfimteli/,  as  some  hive  wd,  but 
tnd  finitely,  and  to  a  teim  which  no  one  can  fix  and  foresee  Indeed, 
we  need  look  back  hdlf  a  century,  to  times  which  many  now  living 
remember  well,  and  lee  the  wonderful  advances  in  the  sciences  and 
arts  whitb  ha\e  been  made  within  that  penod  Some  of  these  have 
rendeied  the  elements  themsehes  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  man, 
hive  hame'ised  them  to  the  yoke  of  hi«  laboi?,  ind  effected  the  great 
'blessings  of  modeiatmg  his  own,  of  accomplishing  what  was  beyond 
his  feebie  foice,  and  extending  the  comfoit«  of  life  to  a  mnch  enlarged 
ciicle,  !o  those  who  hid  befoie  known  its  necessaries  only.  That 
these  ore  not  the  vain  dieami  of  singuine  hope,  we  have  before  our 
eyes  real  and  Ining  eximples  What,  but  education,  has  advanced 
us  beyond  the  ojndition  of  oui  indigenous  neighbors?  And  what 
chains  them  to  then  pie  tent  state  of  baibansm  and  wretchedness,  but 
a.  bigotted  vonention  for  the  suppostd  superlitive  wisdom  of  their 
fathets,  and  the  preposterous  idea  that  they  aie  to  look  backward  for 
better  thine^,  ind  n^t  foiward,  longing,  as  if  shonld  seem,  to  return 
to  the  days  of  CitiDg  acoins  and  loits,  lathei  than  indulge  in  the 
dt^enei    lea  jt  ii\iliziticn''      Vnl  hrw  muth  mcic  cncoui aging  to 
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the  achievements  of  science  and  improvement  is  this,  than  the  de- 
sponding Yiew  that  the  condition  of  man  cannot  he  ameliorated,  that 
what  has  heen  mnst  evev  bo,  and  that  to  secure  ourselves  where  we  are, 
we  must  treid  with  awful  reverence  in  the  footstep"  of  oui  fathers 
This  doctnne  is  the  genuine  fruit  cf  the  alhince  between  Chuich  and 
State,  the  tenants  of  which,  hndmg  thein'-elve^  hut  too  well  in  their 
present  condition,  oppose  all  advantes  which  might  unmask  then 
usurpations,  and  monopol  es  ot  honoiii,  wealth,  and  powei,  and  feai 
every  change  as  endangeimg  the  comfoits  fhey  now  hold  Noi  must 
we  omit  to  mention,  among  the  henefits  of  education,  the  imaJeuIable 
advantage  of  training  up  dble  counsellors  to  administei  the  iffaiii  of 
our  countty  in  all  its  depaitmenta,  legislative,  executive  and  juclici 
ary,  and  to  hear  their  proper  -ihaie  m  the  councils  of  our  nitional 
government,  nothing  more  fh^n  education  advancang  the  pro'peiity 
the  powti,  and  the  happiness  if  a  nation 

Encouraged,  therefore,  hy  the  sentiments  of  the  Legislature,  mani- 
fested in  this  statute,  we  present  the  following  tabular  statement  of 
the  branches  of  learning  which  we  ttinlc  should  he  taught  in  the 
University,  forming  them  into  groups,  each  of  which  are  within  the 
powers  of  a  single  professor ; 


I. 

Languages,  ancient : 
Latin, 
Greelt, 
Hebrew. 

IV. 

Phjsico-Mathei 
Mechanics, 
Statics, 
Dynamics, 
Pneumatics, 

uatics : 

ir 

Languages,  modern : 
French, 
Spanish, 
Italian, 

Acoustics, 
Optics, 
Astronomy, 
Geogi'aphy. 

Anglo- Sason. 

V. 

Physics,  or  Na 
opby : 

ural  Philos 

III 

Mathematics,  pure : 
Algebra, 
Fluxions, 

Chemistry, 
Mineralogy. 

Geometry,  Elementary, 

VI 

Botany, 

Transcendental. 

Zoology. 

Architecture,  Military, 

Saval. 

VII 

Anatomy, 
Medicine. 
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VIII.  Government, 

Political  Economy, 
Law  of  Nature  ar.d  Nations, 
History,    being    interwoven 
witli  Polities  and  Law. 

IX.  Law,  municipal. 


Some  of  the  terms  n  eJ  in  tli  ?  table  being  a 
of  aoc  J  tat  n  t  ?  pr  j  er  to  define  the  ineanin 
inten  le  1  to  be  l  ven  tl  em  heie 


.  Ideology, 
General  Gra 
Ethics, 
Rhetoric, 

Belles  Lettres,  and  the  1 
arts. 


and 


Oeoinet  y  Klement^ry  is  that   t  straight  lines  and  of  the  circle. 

T  a  ■?  endenfal    b  that  of  all  other  curves;  it  inolades,  of 

course,  Projectiles,  a  leading  branch  of  the  military  art. 

Military  Architecture  includes  Eortifieation,  another  branch  o£  that 


Statics  respect  matter  generally,  in  a  state  of  rest,  and  inclnde  Hy- 
drostatics, or  the  laws  of  fluids  particularly,  at  rest  or  in 
equilibrio. 
Dynamics,  used  as  a  general  term,  include 

Dynamics  proper,  or  the  laws  of  solids  in  motion;  and 
Hydrodynamics,  or  Hydraulics,  those  of  Jluids  in  motion. 
Pneumatics  teach  the  theory  of  air,  its  weight,  motion,  condensation, 

rarefaction,  &c. 
Acoustics,  or  Phonics,  the  theory  of  sound. 
Optics,  the  laws  of  light  and  vision 
Physics,  or  Physiology,  in  a  general  sn  =i,  mcin    he  dj  tune    f  the 

physical  ohjecls  of  onr  senses 
Ohemistry  is  meant,  with  its  other  usual  branches,  to  comprehend  the 

theory  of  agriculture. 
Mineralogy,  in  addition  to  its  peeulnr  subject     is  heie  under'itmd  to 

embrace  what  is  real  ia  geology 
Ideology  is  the  doctrine  of  thought 
General  Gi-ammar  explains  the  construction  of  language 

Some  articles  in  this  distribution  of  st-ientes  will  need  observation 
A  professor  is  proposed  for  ancient  hnguiges  the  Latin  Greet  and 
Hebrew,  particularly;  but  these  languages  being  the  foundation  com 
men  to  all  the  sciences,  it  is  diflicuU  to  fjicsee  what  may  bp  the 
extent  of  this  school.  At  the  same  time  no  ^leater  obstruction  to 
industrious  Study  could  be  proposed  tl    n   th    p  esenci,   the    ntiu      na 
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and  tlie  noisy  turbulence  of  a  multitade  o£  small  boj's;  and  if  tbey 
are  to  be  placed  here  for  the  rudiments  of  the  languages,  they  may 
be  ao  numeroua  that  ita  character  and  value  a3  an  University  will  be 
merged  ia  ttoae  of  a  Grammar  school.  It  is,  therefore,  greatly  to  be 
wished,  that  preliminary  sciioola,  either  on  private  or  public  establish- 
ment, could  be  distributed  in  districts  through  the  Sfats,  as  preparatory 
to  the  entrance  of  studenis  into  the  University.  The  tender  age  at 
which  this  part  of  education  commences,  generally  about  the  tenth  year, 
would  weigh  heavily  with  parents  in  sending  their  sons  to  a  school  so 
distant  as  the  central  establishment  would  be  from  most  of  them. 
Districts  of  such  extent  as  that  every  pa  nth  II?  wthn  i  y 
journey  of  his  son  at  school,  would  be  d        11  as       f      k 

and  convenient  for  supplying  their  ord       y       nts      n  I  m    ht  b 
Ki  d     t     1  bly  tl         I  t    1       p    t    f  tl  It 


A  d  wb          J         P  I   !  t 

w     Id  n  t    ■t\    h            h          mp  i. 

f  u      1        bi     t         fll        t  t 

m      ta     a     h    1          mp  tent      !    g 

m     t    f d   t     tm    t     f 

y  th  •    be     bn  tt  d  t       At  th  se 

d   (     t     h    1            11  fe      b 

y    sh     U  be       d     d    bl     t          1th 

ea           th       L  t        d  (j 

k      Th     w    lib         f  1    nd     f6       I 

t      m     J    n  t      f    d  d  f 

U           ity    d  cat    n      At  tl         t 

m  ght  b    f       ht  E  gi  h  gr 

m          tb    h  gh      b        h       f  n  m        j 

■u  th     t      t!      g         t  y    f 

t       bt  1  n          1    f  th          ]      th      I 

m          {             t            d  g 

g    phy  t            fli     nt  d  g          nd  thu> 

ff    dt    g      t       mnb       th 

m           f  b     g  1    1  aed  f     th 

t           flf           di       m 

tnicti  n  th  n  n      ly  m  n   1 

p  sed   1  1  b          d  th 

ad      t  ge     t     y  ntl    wh         d      t   d 

m  y  h        b            gl    t  d 

tit      Ittlyf      dtn         th 

1         d  1                     Thea 

t  f  t           te  m  d   t   b  tw       th   i 

y     h    1       d  U            ty 

n  ght  then  b    th    p       g     f    nt    n 

f      y     th       t    tl     U  fy  wh       th         1  11  g  m  ght 

b        t  cally     mi  1  t  d    by      t  dy    t  th      nth        f  h    h    t  d  g 

d  t        t  th      t  g       ly   h  t  th  y    ho  11  b  d     t  th    Un 

veiaity.     Giv    g  then  ^  po  1  o      f  tb    ■  t  n     t    a  fi     h  d  L.n  wl  dg 
of  the  Latin  and  Greek,  the  rest  might  b     ppp     tdtthmd 
languages,  or  to  the  commencement  of  th  f        n     f     wb   b 

they  should  be  destined.     This  would  ge        lly  h     bout  h    fif     nth 
year  of  their  age,  when  they  might  go  w  tb  f  ty    nd       tent 

ment  to  that  distance  from  their  pare  t       Unt  1  tb     p    p  nt    y 
provision  shall  be  made,  either  the  Un  ty  w  II  b  wh  Im  d 
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with  the  grammar  sotoo!,  or  a  separate  establiatment,  under  one  or 
more  ushers,  for  its  lower  classes,  will  he  advisahle,  at  a  mile  or  two 
distant  from  the  general  one;  where,  too,  may  he  esereised  the  stricter 
government  necessary  for  young  boys,  but  unsuitable  for  youths 
ai-rived  at  years  of  discretion. 

The  considerations  which  have  governed  the  specification  of  lan- 
guages to  he  taught  by  the  professor  of  modern  languages  were,  that 
the  French  is  the  language  of  general  intercourse  among  nations,  and 
as  a  depository  of  human  science,  is  unsurpassed  by  any  other  lan- 
guage, living  or  dead;  that  the  Spanish  is  highly  i a teresting  to  ua,  as 
the  language  spoien  by  so  great  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  our 
continents,  with  whom  we  shall  piobably  have  great  intercourse  ere 
long,  and  is  that  also  in  which  is  written  the  greater  part  of  the 
earlier  history  of  America.  The  Itilnn  abounds  w  th  works  of  yei-y 
snporior  order,  valuable  for  their  mattei  anl  still  moie  distinguished 
OS  models  of  the  finest  taste  m  style  and  composition  And  the  Grer- 
maa  now  stands  ia  a  line  with  tbit  of  the  most  learned  nations  ia 
richness  of  erudition  and  advance  in  the  sciences  It  is  too  of  com- 
mon descent  with  the  langua^jS  of  our  own  c  unty  a  branch  of  the 
same  original  Gothic  stock,  an  1  f  unii  hes  val  iible  ilh  strations  for  us. 
But  in  this  point  of  view,  the  AngI  '^ison  is  of  pe  uliar  value.  We 
have  placed  it  among  the  modem  ]angH<iges  because  it  is  in  fact  that 
which  we  speafc,  in  the  eii'iest  foim  m  which  we  hive  knowledge  of 
it.  It  has  been  undergoing  with  time,  those  gralual  changes  which 
all  languages  ancient  and  modem  have  espenenci-d  and  even  now 
needs  only  to  be  punted  m  the  modern  ohaiactei  and  orthography  to 
be  intelligible  in  a  considi.ra>le  degree  to  in  English  reader.  It  has 
this  value,  too,  above  the  Cheek  and  Latin  thit  while  it  gives  the 
radis  of  the  mass  ot  oui  hn^j-uige  they  esplam  its  innovations  only. 
Obviont  priofs  of  this  hive  been  piesented  to  the  modem  reader  in 
the  disquisitions  of  Horn  Tooke  and  Foife&eue  Aland  has  well  ex- 
jlamed  the  great  inalniction  which  mij  be  deiived  from  it  to  a 
nndei standing  of  our  ancient  common  law  en  which,  as  a  stock, 
whole  '-v=tera  of  law  is  engiifted  It  will  foim  the  first  link  in 
chain  of  iu  histoiical  review  of  our  languaf,e  thiough  all  its  sue 
Bive  changes  to  the  present  day  will  constitute  the  foundation  of  that 
critical  mstiuotion  in  it  which  ought  to  be  f  und  in  a  seminary  of 
general  learning,  and  thus  reward  implv  the  tew  weelts  of  attention 
which  would  alone  be  requisite  for  its  attainment ;  a  language  already 
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fraught  TOith  all  tLe  eminent  science  of  our  parent  country,  tlie  future 
vehicle  of  wLateyer  we  may  ourselves  achieve,  and  destined  to 
occupy  so  much  space  on  the  glohe,  claims  distinguished  attention  in 
American  education. 

Medicine,  where  fully  taught,  is  usually  suhdivided  into  several 
professorships,  but  thia  cannot  well  be  without  the  accessory  of  an 
hospital  where  the  student  can  have  the  benefit  of  attending  clinical 
lectuies,  -rnd  of  a-'sisting  at  cpcrationg  ot  surgery  With  this  aecea- 
aory,  the  eeit  of  tui  "Univeraity  is  not  yet  piepaiel,  either  by  its 
prpuhtion  01  1  y  the  numbpis  of  poor  who  would  leTve  then  own 
houses,  ind  accept  of  the  chanties  of  an  hospitil  Foi  the  present, 
tleiefore,  we  propose  but  i  ■single  profei^or  fcr  both  mehcine  and 
anatomj  By  him  the  inediLsl  "ieience  may  be  taught,  with  a  histLiy 
tod  eiphnaticns  of  all  its  anccesiive  theories  from  Hippiciat«s  to  the 
present  dny,  and  inatomy  nny  be  fully  treated  Vegetable  phar 
macy  will  mal  e  t  pait  of  the  hotinioal  couise,  and  mmen!  and 
chcmioal  phaimacy  of  fhono  of  minenbgy  and  chemistiy  This 
degiee  of  medical  intoimation  ii  snch  is  the  maa.'i  of  scientfic  stu 
dents  woulil  wish  to  possess,  as  enabling  them  in  their  couise  through 
hfe,  to  estimate  with  sitisfettion  the  extent  and  limits  of  the  iid  to 
human  life  and  health,  which  they  may  underitindingly  espect  from 
that  art;  and  it  constitutes  such  a  foundation  for  those  intended  for 
the  profession,  that  the  finishing  course  of  practice  at  the  bed-sides  of 
the  sick,  and  at  the  operations  of  aurgefy  in  a  hospital,  can  neither  be 
long  nor  expensive.  To  seek  this  finiihing  elsewhere,  must  therefore 
be  submitted  to  for  a  while. 

In  conformity  with  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  which  places 
all  ects  of  elgon  on  an  ei  al  footng,  with  the  jealoualea  of  the 
1  ff  ent  sects  in  gu  rd  ng  that  equal  ty  from  encroachment  and  sur- 
irse  a  1  w  th  the  ae  t  menta  of  tl  o  Legislature  in  favor  of  freedom 
of  el  g  on  n  an  feated  on  f  raer  occ  s  ons,  we  have  proposed  no  pro- 
fes  0  of  1  mty  and  the  athe  as  the  proofs  of  the  being  of  a  Uod, 
the  cieator,  preserver,  and  supieme  ruler  of  the  universe,  the  author 
of  all  the  relations  of  morality,  and  of  the  laws  and  obligations  these 
infer,  will  he  within  the  province  of  the  professor  of  ethics ;  to  which 
adding  ths  developments  of  these  moral  obligations,  of  those  in  which 
all  sects  agree,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  languages,  Hebrew,  Greek, 
and  Latin,  a  basis  will  bo  foi-mod  common  to  all  sects.  Proceeding 
thus  far  without  offence  to  the  Constitution,  we  have  thought  it  proper 
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at  this  point  to  leave  every  sect  to  provide,  as  tbey  think  fittest,  tlie 
means  of  further  Instmctioa  in  their  own  peculiar  tenets. 

We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  after  declaring  by  law  that  certain 
sciences  shall  he  taught  in  the  University,  fixing  the  nunihcr  of  pro- 
fessors they  require,  which  we  think  should,  at  present,  be  ten, 
limiting  (except  as  to  the  professors  who  shall  be  first  engaged  in  each 
branch  )  a  maximum  for  then  salaries  (which  should  be  a  certain  hut 
moderate  «uhsistencp,  to  be  made  up  bj  hbeial  tuition  fees,  as  an  ex- 
citement to  a'sidaity  )  it  will  be  best  to  leive  to  the  discretion  of  the 
visitors,  the  grouping  of  the^e  sciences  t0j,ether,  according  to  the 
accidental  qualiflcitiona  of  the  piofessois  and  the  inti-oduetion  also 
of  other  branches  of  seitnop,  when  emblpti  by  private  donations,  or 
by  publiij  pi  jvision  ind  called  tor  by  the  increase  of  population,  or 
othLr  change  of  ciicumfetaa  e^,  to  estxlhsh  beginnings,  in  short,  to 
be  de^eliped  by  time,  as  tho-fe  who  come  ifter  us  shall  find  expedient. 
They  will  be  more  advanced  than  we  are  in  science  and  in  useful  arts, 
and  will  know  best  what  will  suit  the  circumstances  of  their  day. 

We  have  proposed  no  formal  provision  for  the  gymnastics  of  the 
school,  although  a  proper  object  of  attention  for  every  institution  of 
youth.  These  exercises  with  ancient  nations,  constituted  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  education  of  their  youth.  Their  arms  and  mode  of 
warfare  rendered  them  severe  in  the  extreme;  ours,  on  the  same  cor- 
rect principle,  should  be  adapted  to  our  arms  and  warfare ;  and  the 
manual  exercise,  military  manceuvres,  and  tactics  generally,  should  be 
the  frequent  exercises  of  the  students,  in  their  hours  of  recreation. 
It  is  at  that  age  of  aptness,  docility,  and  emulation  of  the  practices  of 
manhood,  that  such  things  are  soonest  learnt  and  longest  remembered. 
The  use  of  tools  too  in  the  manual  aits  l'^  WDrthj  of  encouragement, 
by  facilitating  to  such  as  choose  it,  an  admission  into  the  neighboring 
workshops.  To  these  should  be  added  the  aits  whieh  embellish  life, 
dancing,  music,  and  drawing,  tlie  last  inDre  especially,  as  an  im- 
portant part  of  military  education  These  innocent  arts  furnish 
amusement  and  happiness  to  those  who,  hiiing  time  on  their  hands, 
might  less  inoflensively  empl  y  it  Needin.,  at  the  sime  time,  no 
regular  incorporation  with  the  institution,  they  may  be  left  to  acces- 
sory teachers,  who  will  be  piid  by  the  indiiidual'i  employing  them, 
the  University  only  providing  piopei  apaitraeats  foi  their  exercise 

The  fifth  duty  prescribed  to  the  Lommissioneis,  is  to  piopose  such 
general  provisions  as  may  hp  pr  jpcily  enacted  1  \  the  LLj^iaHtuie,  for 
the  better  organizing  and  governing  the  Univeiiily 
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In  the  education  of  youth,  proyiaion  is  to  be  made  for,  1,  tuition ; 
2,  diet;  3,  lodging;  4,  goYei'ument;  and  5,  honorary  escit-ementa. 
The  first  of  these  constitutes  the  proper  functions  of  the  professors; 
2,  the  dieting  of  the  students  should  he  left  to  private  boai-ding 
houses  of  their  own  choiecj  and  at  their  own  expense;  to  be  regulated 
hy  the  Visitors  from  time  to  time,  the  house  only  heing  provided  by 
the  University  within  its  own  precincts,  and  thereby  of  eoureo  sub- 
jected to  the  general  regimen,  moral  or  sumptuary,  which  they  shall 
prescribe.  3.  They  should  be  lodged  in  dormitories,  making  a  part 
of  the  general  system  of  buildings.  4.  The  best  mode  of  govern- 
ment for  youth,  in  large  collections,  is  certainly  a  desideratum  not  yet 
attained  with  us.  It  may  be  well  questioned  whether  /«ar  after  a 
certain  age,  is  a  motive  to  which  we  should  have  ordinary  recourse. 
The  human  character  is  susceptible  of  other  incitements  to  correct 
conduct,  more  worthy  of  employ,  and  of  better  effect.  Pride  of 
character,  laudable  ambition,  and  moral  dispositioas  are  innat«  correc- 
tives of  the  indiscretions  of  that  lively  age ;  and  when  strengthened  by 
habitual  appeal  and  exercise,  have  &  happier  effect  on  future  charac- 
hdd  eaHd  hm  g 


^A  police  Bxevcised  bj.tlie  students  themselves,  undar  praper  discretion, 
tins  tieeu  triad  viHh.  success  in  some  countries,  and  the  ratlici'  aa  forming  tliem 
for  initJafJou  into  the  duties  and  practices  of  civil  iite. 
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I  by  what  appellations ;  wbetber  the  title  to  these  shall 
depend  on  the  time  the  candidate  has  been  at  the  llQiveysity,  or, 
where  nature  has  giveii  a  greater  share  of  Tinderstanding,  attention, 
and  application;  whether  he  shall  not  he  allowed  the  advantages 
resulting  fi'om  these  endowments,  with  ether  minor  items  of  govem- 
ment,  we  are  of  opinion  should  he  entrusted  to  the  Visitors  ;  and  the 
,  statute  under  which  we  act  having  provided  for  the  appointment  of 
these,  we  think  they  should  moreover  be  charged  with 

The  erection,  preservation,  and  repair  of  the  buildings,  the  care  of 
the  grounds  and  appurtenances,  aad  of  the  intei-est  of  the  University 
generally. 

That  they  should  have  power  to  appoint  a  bursal',  employ  a  proctor, 
and  all  other  necessary  agents. 

To  appoint  and  remove  professors,  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number 
of  Visitors  voting  for  the  removal. 

To  prescribe  their  duties  and  the  eourae  of  education,  in  conformity 
with  the  law. 

To  establish  rules  for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  stu- 
dents, not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

To  regulate  the  tuition  fees,  and  the  rent  of  the  dormitedes  they 
oconpy. 

To  prescribe  and  control  the  duties  aad  proceedings  of  all  ofScers, 
servants,  and  others,  with  respect  to  the  buildings,  lands,  appurte- 
nances, and  other  property  and  interests  of  the  University. 

To  draw  from  the  literary  fund  such  moneys  as  are  by  law  charged 
OE  it  for  this  institution ;  and  in  general 

To  direct  and  do  all  matters  and  things  which,  not  being  inconsis- 
tent with  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  thera  shall  seem  most  expedient  for 
promoting  the  purposes  of  the  said  institution ;  which  several  func- 
tions they  should  be  free  to  exercise  in  the  form  of  by-laws,  rules, 
resolutions,  orders,  instructions,  or  otherwise,  as  they  should  deem 
proper. 

That  they  should  have  two  stated  meetings  in  the  year,  and  occa- 
sional meetings  at  &uch  times  as  they  should  appoint,  or  on  a  special 
call  with  such  notice  as  themselves  shall  prescribe  by  a  general  rule; 
which  meetings  should  be  at  the  Univresity,  a  m.ajority  of  them  con- 
stitntiflg  a  quorum  for  business;  and  that  on  the  death  or  resignation 
of  a  member,  or  on  his  removal  by  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Literary  Fuml,  or  the  Escoutivc,  or  such  other  authority  as  the  Leg- 
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islature  shall  think  best,  anch  Presideot  and  Directors,  or  the  Execu- 
tive, or  other  authority,  shall  appoint  a  successor. 

That  the  said  Visitors  should  appoint  one  of  their  own  body  to  be 
Rector,  and  with  him  he  a  body  corporate,  under  the  style  and  title 
of  the  Rector  and  Visitors  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  with  the 
right,  as  such,  to  use  a  common  seal ;  that  they  should  have  eapacity 
to  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  aJl  courts  of  justice,  and  in  all  oases 
interesting  to  the  University,  which  may  be  the  subjects  of  legal  cog- 
nisance and  jurisdiction;  which  pleas  should  not  abate  by  the  deter- 
mination of  their  office,  but  should  stand  reviTed  in  the  name  of  their 
successors,  and  they  should  be  capable  in  law  and  in  trust  for  the 
University,  of  receiving  subscriptions  and  donations,  real  and  perso- 
nal, as  well  from  bodies  corporate,  or  persons  associated,  as  from  pri- 
vate individuals. 

And  that  the  said  Rector  and  Visitors  should,  at  all  times,  conform 
to  such  laws  as  the  Legislature  may,  from  time  to  time,  think  proper 
to  enact  for  their  government ;  and  the  said  University  should,  in  all 
things,  and  at  all  times,  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Legislature. 

And  lastly,  the  Commissioners  report  to  the  Legislature  the  follow- 
ing conditional  oifers  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary 
Fund, for  the  benefit  of  the  University: 

On  the  condition  that  Lexington,  or  its  vicinity,  shal!  be  selected 
as  the  site  of  the  University,  and  that  the  same  be  permanently 
established  there  within  two  years  from  the  date,  John  Robinson,  of 
Rockbridge  county,  has  executed  a  deed  to  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Literary  Fund,  to  take  effect  at  his  death,  for  the  following 
tracts  of  land,  to  wit : 

400  acres  on  the  North  fork  of  James  river,  known  by  the  name  of 
Hart's  bottom,  purchased  of  the  late  Gen.  Eowyer. 

171  acres  adjoining  the  same,  purchased  of  James  Griggsby. 

203  acres  joining  the  last  mentioned  tract,  purchased  of  William 
Paxtou. 

112  acres  lying  on  the  North  river,  above  the  lands  of  Arthur 
Glasgow,  conveyed  to  him  by  WiUiam  Paxton's  heirs. 

500  acres  adjoining  the  lands  of  Arthur  Glasgow,  Benjamin  Camden 
and  David  Edmonson. 

645  acres  lying  in  Fryer's  gap,  conveyed  to  him  by  the  heirs  of 
William  Paxton,  deoeaaed. 

260  acres  lying  in  Childer'a  gap,  purchased  of  Wm.  Mitohell. 
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300  acres  Ijing,  also,  in  CliiMor's  gap,  purchased  of  Nicholas 
Jones. 

500  acres  lying  on  Buffalo,  joining  tlie  lands  of  Jaa.  Johnston. 

S40  acres  on  the  Cowpasture  river,  conveyed  to  him  by  General 
James  Breokenridge— reserving  the  right  of  selling  the  two  last  men- 
tioned tracts,  and  converting  them  into  other  lands  contignoKS  to 
Hart's  bottom,  for  the  benefit  of  the  University;  also,  the  whole  of 
his  slaves,  amounting  to  57  in  number ;  one  lot  of  22  acres,  joining 
the  town  of  Lexington,  to  pass  tmmodiately  on  the  establishment  of 
the  University,  together  with  ail  the  personal  estate  of  eveiy  kind, 
subject  only  to  the  payment  of  his  debts  and  fulfillment  of  his 
contracts. 

It  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the 
deed  referred  to  is  insufficient  to  pass  the  estate  in  the  lands  intended  to 
be  conveyed,  and  may  be  othei'wise  detect i\  e ,  but  if  neces  aiy,  this 
defect  may  be  remedied  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legi^Ktnre,  which 
the  Commissioners  are  advised  will  be  done 

The  Board  of  Trnsteca  of  Washingtoi  College  hive  also  piopcsed 
to  transfer  the  whoie  of  their  funds,  via  100  shares  in  the  funds  of 
the  James  Eiver  Company,  31  acres  cf  land  upon  iihich  their  build 
logs  Stand,  their  philosophical  appaiatus,  their  espeetsd  irterest  in 
the  funds  of  the  Cincinnati  Society,  the  hbiariesof  the  Grahim  ^nd 
Washington  Societies,  and  $3,000  m  eish,  on  condition  that  a  lea- 
sonable  provision  be  made  for  the  present  jroteosors  A  subsoiiptioa 
has  also  been  offisred  by  the  people  of  Lesington  ind  its  vn,inity, 
amounting-  to  $17  878  all  which  will  appear  fiom  the  deed  and  tthei 
document        f  th     to  being  hid 

In  this  ca  1  t  h  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Ccmmis 
sioners,  th  t  q  t  n  y  arise  as  to  the  power  of  the  trustees  to 
make  the    b  n  f 

On  the  d  t  th  t  tl  e  Central  College  shall  be  made  the  site  of 
the  University,  its  whole  property,  real  and  personal,  in  possession  or 
in  action,  is  offered.  This  consists  of  a  parcel  of  land  of  47  acres, 
whereon  the  buildings  of  the  college  are  begun,  one  pavilion  and  its 
appendix  of  dormitories  being  already  far  advanced,  and  with  one 
other  pavilion,  and  equal  annexation  of  dormitories,  being  expected 
to  be  completed  during  the  present  season— of  another  parcel  of  153 
acres,  near  the  former,  and  including  a  considerable  eminence  very 
favorable  for  the  erection  of  a  future  observatory ;   of  the  proceeds  of 
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the  sales  of  two  glebes,  amouating  to  I3,2S0  86  cents,  inci  of  a  sub 
scnption  of  5-11  2i8,  on  papers  in  hind,  besides  what  is  on  outstand- 
ing pipers  of  unknown  amount,  not  jet  tetuined — out  cf  thcic  sums 
ire  to  be  t-iken  liuwf-ver,  the  cost  of  the  Knds,  cf  the  bmidings,  and 
othet  woii'i  done,  and  for  esistmg  contracts  Toi  the  eondifional 
tranafei  ot  the^e  tc  the  President  and  DiKctors  of  the  Liteiaiy 
Fund,  a  regular  power,  signed  by  the  subacribeis  and  lounders  of  the 
Central  College  generally,  has  been  given  to  its  Visitors  and  Pioctor, 
and  a  deed  oonveying  the  said  property  accordingly  to  the  Pitsident 
and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund,  has  been  duly  executed  by  the 
said  Proctor,  and  aoknowledged  for  record  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  county  court  of  Albemarle. 

Signed  and  certified  by  the  members  present,  each  in  his  proper 
hand-writing,  this  4tli  day  of  Angust,  1818. 


Th  ;  Jefferson, 
Ceeed  Taylor, 
Peter  Randolph, 
Wm,  -Brookbnbiiotjqh, 
Arch'd  Rutherfokd, 
Akdh'd  Stuart, 
James  Breceen ridge, 
Henry  E.  Watkins, 
James  Maui  son, 
A.  T.  Mason, 
Hugh  Holmes, 


Phil.  C.  Pembleton, 
Spencer  Boane, 
John  M.  G.  Taylor, 
J.  G.  Jackson, 
Phil.  Slauohter, 
Wm.  H.  Cabell, 
Nat.  H.  Claiborne, 
Wm.  A.  0.  Dade, 
William  Jones, 
Thomas  Wilson. 


K. 

AN  ACT    ESTABLISHING  THE  UNIVERSIII', 

[Passed  Jnuuary  25th,  1819.) 

1.  Be  it  declared,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  that  the 
conveyance  of  tho  lands,  and  other  property  appertaining  to  the  Cen- 
tral College,  in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  which  has  been  executed  by 
the  Proctor  thereof,  under  authority  of  the  subscribers  and  founders, 
to  the  President  and  Directors  of   the  Literary  Fund,  is  hereby 
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.,  for  tte  use,  and  on  tho  conditions  in  tho  said  deed  of  con- 


3  it  enacted,  tliat  there  shall  he  established,  on  the  site 
d  for  the  said  college,  an  University,  to  be  called,  "  The  JJni- 
verdty  of  Virginia  ;  "  that  it  shall  be  under  the  government  of  seven 
Visitors,  to  be  appointed  forthwith  bj  the  Governor,  with  tlie  advice  of 
the  Council,  notifyiag  thereof  the  persons  so  appointed,  and  prescribing 
to  them  a  day  for  their  first  meeting  at  the  said  University,  with  sup- 
plementary instructions  for  procuring  a  meeting  snbsequently,  in  the 
event  of  failure  at  the  time  first  appointed. 

3.  The  siud  Visitors,  or  so  many  of  them  as,  being  a  majority,  shall 
attend,  shall  appoint  a  Rector  of  their  own  body,  to  preside  at  their 
meetings,  and  a  secretary  to  record,  attest  and  preserve  their  proceed- 
ings, and  shall  proceed  to  examine  into  ihe  state  of  the  property  con- 
veyed as  aforesaid;  and  shall  make  an  inventory  of  the  same,  speci- 
fying the  items  whei-eof  it  consists;  shall  notice  the  buildings  and 
other  improvements  already  made,  and  those  which  are  in  progress ; 
and  shall  take  measures  for  their  completion,  and  for  the  addition  of 
snoh  others,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  he  necessary. 

4.  In  the  said  University  shall  he  tanght  the  Latin,  Greek  and 
Hebrew  languages,  French,  Spanish,  Italian,  German  and  Anglo- 
Saxon,  the  different  branches  of.  Mathematics,  pure  and  physical; 
natural  philosophy;  the  principles  of  agriculture ;  chemistry;  mine- 
ralogy, including  geology;  botany;  zoology;  anatomy;  medicine; 
civil  government;  political  economy;  the  law  of  nature  and  nations; 
municipal  law;  history;  ideology;  general  grammar;  ethics;  rheto- 
ric; and  belles  lettres;  which  branches  of  science  shall  he  so  distri- 
buted, and  under  so  many  professors,  not  exceeding  ten,  as  the  Visit- 
ors shall  think  proper  and  expedient. 

6.  Each  professor  shall  be  allowed  the  use  of  the  apartment  and 
accommodations  provided  for  him,  and  those  first  employed,  such 
standing  salary  as  the  Visitors  shall  think  proper  and  sufB.cient,  and 
their  successors  such  standing  salary,  not  exceeding  f  1,000,  as  the 
Visitors  shall  think  proper  and  sufficient,  with  such  tuition  fees  from 
each  student  as  the  Visitors  shall,  from  time  to  time,  establish. 

6.  The  said  Visitors  shall  be  choj'ged  with  the  erection,  preserva- 
tion and  repair  of  tho  buildings,  the  care  of  the  grounds  and  appur- 
tenances, and  of  the  interests  of  the  University  generally;  they  shall 
Lave  power   to  appoint  a  Bursar,  employ  a  Proctor,  and  al!  other 
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necessary  agents ;  to  appoint  and  r  m       p   f  two-thircls  of  the 

whole  number  of  Visitors  voting  f  th  m  1  to  prescribe  their 
duties,  and  the  course  of  edncatio  f   m  (y  ■with  thi,law,  to 

establish  rules  for  the  government  d  d  j  1  f  the  sfndenis,  not 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land ;  t  g  1  t  th  t  itiua  fees,  and  the 
rent  of  the  dormitories  occiipied ;  t    p  1         J  control  the  duties 

and  proeeedingg  of  al!  officers,  servants  and  others,  with  lespect  to  the 
buildings,  lands,  appurtenances  and  other  property  and  interests  of 
the  University;  tj  diaw  from  the  hteriry  fund  auoh  mjneys  af  aie 
by  law  charged  on  it  for  this  institution ;  and,  m  general,  to  diieet 
and  do  all  matters  and  thinais  which,  not  boing  inconaisient  with  the 
laws  of  the  land,  to  them  shall  seem  most  expedient  foi  promoting 
the  purposes  of  the  Baid  in<:(itution ,  which  leioiil  functions  they 
shall  he  free  to  eseieise  in  the  toim  ot  by  Itws,  lules  resolutions, 
orders,  instructions,  or  otherwite,  as  they  &hali  deem  piopei 

7.  They  shail  have  two  stated  lueelinga  in  e\ery  yeai,  to  wit  on 
the  first  Mondays  of  April  and  October;  ind  occa&iLnal  meetings  it 
such  other  times  as  they  shall  appoint,  or  on  i  speciil  call,  with  such 
notice  as  they  themselves  shall  prescribe  by  a  general  lule,  which 
meetings  shall  be  at  the  University ;  a  majority  of  them  coostituting  a 
quorum  for  business;  and  on  the  death,  resignation  of  a  member,  or 
failure  to  act  for  the  space  of  one  year,  or  on  his  removal  out  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  by  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  the 
Governor,  with  like  advice,  shall  appoint  a  successoi'. 

8.  The  said  liector  and  Visitors  shall  be  a  body  corporate,  under 
the  style  and  title  of  The  Sector  and  Visitors  of  (he  Univerdty  of 
Virginia,  with  the  right,  as  such,  to  use  a  common  seal ;  they  shall 
have  capacity  to  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  all  courts  of  justice,  and 
in  all  cases  interesting  to  the  University,  which  may  be  subjeote  of 
legal  cognizance  and  jurisdiction;  which  pleas  shall  not  abate  by  the 
determination  of  their  ofSce,  but  shall  stand  revived  in  the  name  of 
their  successors ;  and  they  shall  be  capable  in  law,  and  in  trust,  for  the 
University,  of  receiving  subscriptions  and  donations,  real  and  per- 
sonal, as  well  from  bodies  corporate,  or  persona  associated,  as  from 
private  individuals. 

9.  The  said  Rector  and  Visitors  shall,  at  all  times,  conform  to  such 
laws  as  the  Legislature  may,  from  time  to  time,  think  proper  to  enaet 
for  their  government;  and  tlie  said  University  shall,  in  all  things, 
and  at  all  times,  be  subject  to  tlie  control  of  the  Legislature.     And 
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the  said  Eector  and  Viiitors  if  the  TlDiyeisity  of  Viiyoia,  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  requiied  to  make  report,  innually,  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  ot  the  Literaiy  Fund,  i^to  be  hid  before  the  Legis- 
lature at  their  nest  sueceodiiig  aewion,")  embraomg  a  full  acconet  of 
the  disbuisements,  the  funds  on  hind,  and  >  ^tneial  stitement  of 
the  conditim  of  the  said  Uniyeraity 

10.  The  snd  Board  of  "\  isitors,  or  a  majoiity  theieof  by  nomina- 
tion of  tho  Boaid  shall,  onee  in  every  yeai,  at  lei't,  vi-iit  the  said 
University  emiu ire  into  the  proceedings  and  praetieea  thereat;  es- 
amiue  the  progreai  cf  the  students,  and  give  to  those  who  excel  in 
any  branch  of  science,  there  taught,  im^h  h  moiiry  m^rks  and  testimo- 
nies of  appiobdtion  ia  may  encourage  and  excite  to  industry  and 
emulation 

11.  On  eiery  2  Ith  of  Febru  iiy,  or,  if  that  be  ^nndty,  then  on  the 
nest  01  e'iilieat  daj  tliereifter,  on  which  a  meeting  c^n  be  effected, 
the  Governoi  and  Council  &h^ll  he  m  lesiion,  and  shall  appoint  Visit- 
ors of  the  University,  either  the  same  or  others,  it  then  discretion, 
to  serve  until  the  29th  dny  of  February  next  enduing,  duly  and 
timely  notifying  to  them  their  appointment,  and  pietcribing  a  day  for 
their  first  meeting  at  the  Umveisity,  after  Tvhich  then  meetings, 
stated  and  oi-ciBional,  shall  be  as  heieinbefore  provided  Provided, 
that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  luspend  the  pioceedings  of 
the  Visitors  of  the  said  Central  College  of  Albemarle ,  but,  for  the 
purpose  of  expediting  the  obieets  ot  said  institution,  they  shall  he 
authorized,  under  the  control  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  con- 
tinue the  esercise  of  their  functions,  and  fulfill  those  of  their  suc- 
cessors, until  the  fir&t  actual  meeting  of  their  said  a 
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We,  the  subscribers,  "Visitors  of  the  Central  College,  having  been 
specially  called  to  meet  on  26th  of  February,  1819,  and  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  now  iu  session,  for  establishing  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia,  to  continue  the  exercise  of  our  former  functions, 
and  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  oui  su  cessors  Visitors  f  the  said  Uni 
versity,  until  their  first  actual  meeting  have  unanimously  aiTeed  on 
the  following  opinions  and  proceedings 

That  it  is  espedieut  that  all  the  funds  of  tl  e  Unneisity  applicable 
to  the  services  of  the  present  year  which  shall  lemun  attei  meeting 
all  the  other  current  a,iid  necessary  purpcaes  shall  bo  applied  to  the 
providing  additional  huUdings  toi  the  accommodation  of  the  ]  rofe<! 
sors,  and  for  dieting  and  1  Ig  ng  the  students  of  the  TJnueisity 

That  the  urgency  of  the  a  Ivaneing  seison  and  the  importance  of 
procuring  workmen  before  they  become  ^enciallj  ctherwise  engaged 
for  the  season,  render  it  necessary  foi  exf  editing  the  objects  of  the 
University,  tliat  certain  measureb  be  forthwith  taken  which  if  de 
layed  until  the  first  aotual  meeting  of  our  successors  would  miterially 
retard  those  objects. 

That  taking    nwhb  m  fhdh 

last  year,  towi        fbpce  bgb       nd  hfi         ad 

second  installm  n       fubpn         ttp         nh       h        ben 
made  of  the  exp    d  h       m  h     h    d  I 

meat  of  subscr  p  py  nApl  nhpb  w 

ment  of  515,000  hp  ggnmybted 

into  for  building  h  n     w     m  n    f 

the  professors,    n     h  d  h  n    as  dd 

tiona!  dormitor  h  g        whh  ypndg 

as  the  said  fun       h  mp  mp    h  w      p 

of  the  proposi  w  a    h  b     p         n.     nd 

hotels  hereafte  b        n     wtetohmby 

wooden  pipes  fimhnh       n         hd 

ThatAlesand     G  T  f    h  0      g     b        n 

tinued  as  the  d  p        7  fund         h  n  w  h      b      y 

e  the  p  w        nd  p         m   h  f    h     Bursa      f    h 


University  until 
That  to  mec 
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authorized  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the  State  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars  for  the  presaiit  year. 

That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  hiid  before  the  Governor  and 
Council,  for  the  ezercise  of  the  power  of  control  coramittecl  to  them, 
hj  tie  same  act  of  the  Legislature,  should  they  think  proper  to  exer- 
cise that  power  on  any  part  of  these  proceedings. 

(Signed.)  Th  ;  jErFERSON, 

James  Madison, 
J.  H.  Cooke, 
David  Wat  sow. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  V     t  rs    f  th    Un  ty    f  V   g  n        t  th 

said  University  on  the  29th  1  y    f  M     h   I'^l**  h      g  th     !  y  p 
scribed  hy  the  GoverBor  f     th       fi    t   i 
aeph  C.    Cahell,    Chapmaa   J  hn  J 

Taylor,  John  H.  Gooke,  and  Th  m     J  f 

The  Board  proceeding  t    th    d  t      p 
of  the  Genera]  Assembly     nt  tl  d       4n 
sity,"   appointed  Thomas  J  £f       n  th 
their  Secretary. 

Resolved,  That  Alesand     la     tt  b 
versity,  and  that  he  he  all  w  d  mf        t   n  f     l!     lit        f  I 

said  oiSce,  the  sum  of  $250  a  year;  and  that  the  Comuiittee  of  Su- 
perintendence, hereafter  to  he  named,  be  authorized  to  engage  Arthur 
Brockenbrough  as  Proctor  of  the  TJniversity,  with  an  allowacce  not 
exceeding  $2,000  a  year,  or  if  he  cannot  he  engaged,  then  any  other 
person  on  such  terms  as  they  find  necessary. 

Sesolved,  That  the  acting  Proctor  be  instructed  to  esamine  into 
the  state  of  the  property,  real  and  personal,  (moneys  and  credits  ex- 
cepted,) formerly  appertaining  to  the  Central  College,  and  conveyed 
to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literaiy  Eund ;  that  he  make  an 
inventory  of  the  same,  as  it  stands  at  this  day,  specifying  the  items 
■ffhereof  it  consists,  and  noticing  the  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments already  made,  and  those  which  are  in  progress,  and  that  the 
late  Treasurer  of  the  College,  now  the  Bui-sar,  he  instructed  to  make 
a  statement  of  the  funds  iu  mouey  and  credits  which  appertained  to 
the  said  College,  and  were  conveyed  to  the  said  President  and  Direc- 
tors; specifying  how  much  of  the  said  moneys  have  heen  received, 
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how  much  have  been  paid  away,  to  whom  and  for  what  purposes, 
what  debts,  to  whom,  and  for  what  purposes  are  due  on  settled 
aecountB,  to  whom  and  for  what  purposes  debts  are  due  on  unsettled 
accounts;  what  part  of  the  annual  donation  by  the  OommonweaUh  has 
been  received,  and  how  much  t!iereof  has  been  paid  away,  to  whom, 
and  for  what  purposes;  all  referring  to  the  present  date;  and  that  the 
said  inventory  and  statement  be  returned  to  this  Board,  to  be  pre- 
served among  its  records. 

Rpiolved  That  the  Proetor  be  required  to  provide  a  common  seal 
for  the  Un  e  ty  n  the  fael  1  of  wh  h  aball  be  engraved  a  Minerva, 
enrobed  her  p  jl  m  va\  cha  acte  t  hal  liments  as  inventress 
and  p  ote  e  of  tlie  ats  and  that  the  e  ^e  be  "University  of 
V  r^  n  a     and  at  the  lotton  the  date  of     1S19." 

It  3  the  X  n  on  of  the  Eo  td  1h  t  e  h  of  the  professors  of  the 
TJn  vers  ty  b  allowed  a  st  n  1  ng  tl  ry  ot  fl  500  a  year,  and  to 
reoe  ve  also  130  annuiJly  1  m  e  e  y  tud  nt  attending  him  for  in- 
st  act  0  n  a  y  or  all  of  the  b  nhsofse  e  which  constitute  the 
department  of  which  he  is  professor ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  his 
aflcommodation  the  use  of  one  of  the  pavilions,  built  or  to  be  built, 
oiear  of  rent;  it  being  understood  that  a  professor  of  one  department 
holding  temporarily  another  may  receive  tuition  fees  from  students 
attending  him  in  each  department,  but  only  one  salary,  unless  it  be 
otherwise  specially  provided. 

That  the  dormitories  be  tented  to  the  students  at  a  rent  of  120  a 
year  for  each  dormitory,  to  be  paid  by  the  occupant  or  oeeupants;  not 
more  than  two  being  permitted  to  lodge  in  tie  same  dormitory. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  advice,  superintendence  and  control 
be  appointed  to  direct  the  proceedings  of  the  several  agents  of  the 
Board  during  the  intervals  of  its  sessions,  and  to  call  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  whenever  in  their  opinion  the  good  of  the  institution 
indispensably  requires  it;  that  notice  of  such  call  be  addressed  by 
the  committee  themselves,  or  by  the  Secretary  on  their  order,  to  each 
member  of  the  Board,  and  be  forwarded  to  their  respective  residences 
by  mail,  and  be  also  published  in  tlie  BJchmond  Enquirer  at  least  fif- 
teen days  before  the  time  appointed  for  such  meeting. 

The  Board  hereby  authorize  their  Bursar,  with  the  advice  of  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  superintendence,  to  draw  on  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund  for  the  wholo  or  any  part  of 
tke  publie  donation  charged  on  that  fund,  cither  for  immediate  pay- 
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men  to  tli  e  to  wtn  n  iioney*  miT  be  di  e  t  d  |  cs  t  the  ime  n 
tie  Bank  of  A  i  gin  i  and  then  e  with  the  same  i  h  ce  i  ntei  oed 
by  a  member  of  the  committte  t  d  aw  it  a  lonflly  as  iu«ty  be 
re  juisile 

lieiol  d  That  (he  Boiid  c  ncuis  in  the  opinion  of  the  A  I'ltor''  of 
the  Geatial  College  a^  expiessed  in  their  resolution  of  rebruiry  26 
that  it  IS  expedient  that  the  funds  of  the  Uni\ersity  be  diverted  as 
little  aa  ]  ossible  to  the  gene  iX  engigen  ent  of  the  profe  aors  lequired 
foi  the  institution  until  p  ovision  be  made  of  buildinga  foi  tl  eir  a 
commodation  and  for  dieting  and  lodging  the  atudent^  md  that  the 
measures  adopted  by  them  for  the  b  itldin^s  oi  the  present  year  be 
ipp  3Ted  im\  pui  ued 

That  Doct  Thomas  Cooper  of  PhiUlelph  heietofoie  appoint<>l 
profess  I  of  chemi  tiy  nd  of  Kw  for  tie  Centvil  College  he  c  n 
fitmel  and  ijfnmt  d  toi  the  University  as  pioftesor  of  chemistry 
mineralogy  ind  natuial  ph  I  sophj  and  as  jrofeasoi  tf  law  alsc  until 
the  idvini'e  of  the  miititution  and  the  inciea'ie  of  the  rurabei  of 
students  shill  ren  !er  neoey,aiy  a  seja  ate  ap^  intinent  to  the  jTofes 
soisb  p  of  law  that  in  addition  to  his  permment  sala  y  of  one 
tkousiind  five  bin  lied  doll  rs  he  &hill  receivi,  au  b  sum  duiing  the 
first  jid  se  nd  yeirs  as  with  his  alary  and  tu  t  f  n  fees  shall  in  ount 
op  the  whole  t  not  less  than 83  530  »  jeai  to  commence  on  the  fi  st 
Monday  of  \pril  ot  the  en  img  yeai  or  bo  soon  theieaftei  as  he 
shall  airiie  at  the  University 

That  the  expense  of  temoTing  his  pi  i  usophical  apparatus  his 
library  and  ooU  cti  jj  ot  mine  aU  t  the  Ui  iveisity  be  re  imi  u  ''od  to 
him  that  until  he  hhall  hav  e  fifty  btudents  of  i,hemistiy  tho  esf  ense 
m  articles  consumed  necessaiily  m  the  couisea  of  chemical  lectures  be 
defrayed  by  the  Un  ■versity  not  exceeding  |250  in  any  couise 

Thit  the  offer  of  bis  philosoj  bical  ipparatu  at  the  [  nee  it  cost 
bim  be  accepted  and  that  iho  of  2  500  specimens  of  his  collection 
of  minenls  labelled  and  aninj^ed  m  j  asteboard  cases  to  be  selected 
from  his  whole  collection  for  the  use  of  the  Unncrsitj  it  the  price 
of  fifty  cents  each  by  John  Vaughao  Prof  Patterson  ind  Za  hens 
Collins;  with  a  suspension  of  payment,  however,  of  the  principal  of 
these  purchases  until  the  more  urgent  provisions  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  professors  and  students  shall  enable  the  schools  of  the 
Uuiversity  to  be  opened  ;|enevj.Uy,  and  with  the  payment  in  the  moan 
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time  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  aiinum  on  their 
amount. 

Considering  the  importance  and  tlie  difficulty  also  at  this  time  of 
procuring  American  citizens  of  the  first  order  of  science  in  their  re- 
spective lines  to  be  professors  in  the  University,  the  committee  of 
superintendence  are  hereby  jointly  instructed  and  auttoriBed,  should 
any  such  offer,  not  to  lose  the  opportunity  of  securing  them  to  the 
University  by  any  provisional  arrangement  they  can  make  within  the 
limits  of  the  salary  and  tuilion  fees  before  stated,  and  even  with  such 
reasonable  accommodations  as  the  case  may  require ;  suspending, 
however,  the  actual  engagement  until  a  meetin;^  of  the  Visitors,  and 
reserving  to  them  the  right  of  npproval  or  rejection. 

Resolved,  That  the  stdd  committee  he  airthorized  to  purchase,  at  a 
fair  yaluation  or  reasonable  price,  of  John  Perry,  if  a  fit  occasion 
occur,  such  portion  of  his  land  lying  between  the  two  parcels  hereto- 
fore purchased  of  him,  as  may  conveniently  unite  the  whole  in  one 
body,  provided  the  payment  be  deferred  until  it  can  be  received  of  the 
fourth  inatiillment  of  subscriptions,  or  of  the  public  endowment  for  the 
third  year  of  the  inBtitution. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  of  su- 
perintendence, and  John  H.  Cocke  and  Th :  Jefferson  were  appoinfed, 
with  authority  jointly  or  severally  to  direct  the  proceedings  of  the 
agents  of  the  institution,  but  jointly  only  to  call  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  authenticating  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  be  by  the  signature  of  the  Secretaiy,  and  counter  signature  of 
the  Eector;  or,  if  there  be  no  Secretary,  or  none  present,  then  by  that 
of  the  Eector  aione. 

And  the  Board  adjourned, 

Th;  Jefferson,  Recto:: 

Marcli  20,  1819. 
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»  of  the  Visitors  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  at  tlie 
said  University,  on  Monday,  tlie  4tli  October,  1819 :  Present — Thos. 
Jefferson,  Eob't  Taylor,  James  Madison,  Oliapman  Joliiison  and  John 
Hartwell  Cocke. 

Resolved,  Tbat  instead  of  the  hotel  whiuh  had  been  diiected  to  be 
built  in  this  present  year  by  the  Visitors  of  the  Central  College,  at 
their  meeting  of  ihe  29th  of  March  la&t,  the  erection  of  an  additional 
pavilioB,  by  the  cOBimittee  of  supevinfendence,  is  approyed;  as  al&o 
their  engagement  for  two  other  additional  pavilions  and  doraiituiiea, 
in  aniicipatjott  of  the  funds  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Resolved,  Tliat  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  bnildings  commenced, 
^nd  for  all  othT  lawful  espenses  and  disbuveemenffl  on  behalf  of  the 
U  tj  th    B  1        th         1  w  th  th      Pi     b  t         f         m 

b       f  th       mm  tte      t      pe     t     d  t     d    w     n  th     P       i  nt 

adD       t        fthLit       yP      Ifthwhl  yp-tfth 

p  U     d      t   n   1     g  d       tl   t  f    d  f     th  g  y      (IS  0) 

th       m      h  11  b      m    p  y  hi 
It       tl       p  f  th    B      1  th  t    t  1      t  th         tl       pi 

k  ng  t  n  w  th  th  h    d  fi      h  tel        d    dd  t       1  d    m  t 

n  b       dpi  n  th  t     f   tl        t    1  nf     wh       h  11     ptly 

f       Im  t    th    U       rs  ty  w  th  th        pp     1  w  11  b     n 

7  t      th    p    p  mm   !  t         f  th    wh  1  b       f  j 

f  temil  t  1  by  th    L  gisl  t  1  tJ    t  tl     P      t  \ 

the  direction  of  the  committee  of  sup  nte  d  n  e  be  required  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  whole  expense  of  omplet  g  sucli  bnildings, 
distinguishing  the  espenee  of  each,  and  th  t  su  h  estimate  should 
accompany  the  report  of  this  Board  to  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Literary  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  stone  in  the  neighborhood  of  tie  University 
is  found  not  capable  of  being  wrought  into  capitals  for  the  columns  of 
some  of  the  pavilions,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  procure  elsewhere 
proper  stone  or  marble,  and  to  have  such  capitals  executed  here  or 
elsewhere,  the  Proctor  be  authorized  to  take  such  measures  relative 
thereto,  and  to  make  such  arraagements  for  their  execution,  either  by 
the  two  Italian  artists  engaged  for  that  purpose,  or  by  others,  and  to 
make  such  compromise  with  themj  as  the  committee  of  (iuporintend- 
ence  shall  approve. 
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It  appearing  to  the  Boai-d  that  the  buildings  and  the  funds  of  the 
Univevaity  will  not  be  in  a  condition  to  justify  the  commencement  of 
any  of  its  schools  during  the  nest  spring,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
duties  of  the  professorship  to  wbich  Dr.  Thos.  Cooper  was  appointed 
must  be  deferred,  the  committee  of  superintendence  is  instructed  to 
communicate  that  fact  to  Dr.  Cooper,  to  arrange  with  him  the  tei'ms 
on  which  the  delay  may  be  made  consistent  with  his  convenience  and 
conformable  to  an  honorable  fulfillment  of  our  ec^gements  with  him, 
and  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the  Board  at  their  next  meeting. 

An  inventory  of  the  property  conveyed  by  the  Proctor  of  the  Cen- 
tral College  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Litevary  Fund,  a 
statement  of  the  funds  in  money  and  credits  of  the  said  College 
veyed  for  the  use  of  the  University,  with  accounts  of  the  disburse- 
ments, and  of  the  funds  in  hand,  from  the  close  of  the  preceding 
accounts  to  the  last  day  of  September  in  this  present  year,  as  furnished 
by  the  Bursar  and  Proctor,  and  a  draught  of  a  Report  of  the  i 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  Univeraity,  being  proposecl  to  the  Board, 
the  same,  after  consideration  and  amendment,  is  agreed  to  in  the 
following  worils,  to  wit : 

[NO.  I.] 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  tJie  Literary  .Fund: 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir^nia  entitled  "  an 
act  establishing  an  University,"  and  enjoining  on  the  Hector  and  Vis- 
itors thereof,  "  to  make  report  annually  to  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Literary  Fund  (to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  at  their  next 
succeeding  session),  embracing  a  full  account  of  the  disbui'semente, 
the  funds  on  hand,  and  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
TJniyersity,"  the  said  Eector  and  Visitors  make  the  following  report : 
The  Governor  having  been  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
to  appoint  James  Breckenridge,  Joseph  C.  Cabell,  John  H,  Cocke, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Chapman  Johnson,  James  Madison  and  Robert 
Taylor  to  be  Visitors  of  the  TJaivei'sity  of  Virginia,  and  preBcribed 
for  their  first  meeting  the  last  Monday  in  March  of  the  present  year, 
the  Visitors  so  appointed  met  accordingly  at  the  site  provided  for  the 
Central  College,  and  adopted  by  the  Legislature  for  that  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  proceeded  to  the  duties  prescribed  to  them  by  the  said 
act  of  the   Legislature.     They   appointed   Thomas   JofTorson,   one   of 
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their  body,  to  be  Bector,  Alexander  Garrett,  Euvear,  Arthur  S. 
Brockeubrough,  Proctor,  and  Pet«r  Minor  their  Secretary.  TLey 
examined  into  the  stat-e  of  tlie  property  Gonyejed  by  tlie  Proctor  of 
the  Central  College  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary 
Fund;  had  an  inventory  thereof  made  by  the  Proctor,  as  it  stood  at 
that  day,  specifying  tLe  iletna  whereof  it  consisted,  and  noticing  the 
bnildings  and  other  improvements  made  or  ia  progress,  a  copy  of 
which  inventory  ia  hereto  annexed ;  and  they  required  and  received 
from  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  Central  College,  now  Bursar  of  the 
University,  a  statement  of  the  funds  in  money  and  credits  of  the  said 
College  conveyed  for  the  use  of  the  University,  specifying  the  moneys 
received,  those  paid  away,  to  whom  and  for  what  purposes;  what 
debts,  to  whom  and  for  wliat  purposes,  were  due,  and  what  part  of  the 
annual  donation  by  the  Commonwealth  had  been  received;  a  copy  of 
which  statement  is  hereto  also  annexed;  and  to  these  is  added  an 
account  of  the  disbursements,  and  of  the  funds  in  hand,  prepared  by 
the  Eursar  and  Proctor,  from  the  close  of  the  preceding  accounts  to 
the  last  day  of  September  of  the  present  year,  as  required  by  Ixwj 
and  also  na  estimate  of  the  probable  eoBt  of  the  buildings  still  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the  whole  number  of  professors  cob- 
templaled  by  the  Legislature,  and  of  the  students. 

The  Visitors  of  the  Central  Coliege  having  been  in  treaty  with  Dr. 
Thomas  Cooper  to  be  a  professor  in  the  said  College,  those  of  the 
University  confirmed  his  appointment  as  professor  of  chemistry,  min- 
eralogy and  natural  philosophy,  and  agreed  with  him  for  the  purchase 
of  his  valuable  collection  of  minerals,  and  of  his  philosophical  appa- 
ratus. Tte  time,  however,  for  the  commencement  of  his  functions  is 
not  yet  ultimately  fixed,  but  they  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  make  any 
further  appointments  of  professors  until  accommodations  for  their 
reception,  and  for  that  of  the  students,  should  be  provided ;  and  the 
rather  as  ttie  salaries  of  the  professors,  whenever  they  commence,  by 
absorbing  the  funds  of  the  University,  will  leave  little  to  be  employed 
in  bull  hngs  for  their  accommodation.  They  therefore  concun-ed  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Visitors  of  the  Central  College,  expressed  ia  their 
resolution  of  February  26,  that  it  was  expedient  that  the  funds  of  the 
Univer-ity  should  be  diverted  as  little  as  possible  to  the  general  em- 
ployment of  professors  until  provision  should  be  made  for  their 
accommodation,  and  for  boarding-houses  and  lodgings  for  the  stu- 
dents i  and  for  this  purpose  they  gave  directions  under  which  one  of 
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the  pavilions  ind  fifteen  of  the  doi-mltories  in  the  iuventory  mentioned 
have  bee  lyfi     Id  dmd      pd      t       (Iwtdf 

oeciipati  1  th     tl       pi        th  1     m    t       d  w  11  b 

completei  th     w    t        fi         I  1  d  d         h 

sufficient  t  mm  d  t  [     f  sa  1    b     t  tw    ty    th     d 

mitories  p         sa      Th       w  11  p    b  bl3  li        tL       w  31       m 

pleted  a    1  i        d       ^  tl      p         t      as        1    t       11       t  1 

otherwi      fiishdbt  h  ftl  A    \  \      t 

effect  tlmhtbTt       h       I         bldtot         t       gg 
meiits  wl    h      1]      t      jj      I       t  th    f     d     f  th    i  t  j        b  t 

pledge  fh        t  tl  g         1       f      tw  b        g        lly 

requisit    f     th  mpl   hm     t    f        d  b    Id  th  t      th 

walls  and  g  th      th     f  fi     1     g    1   d  th 

ment  of    1         b         p    tj       d  t      h  g  th      y 

would  1        !  dd  d  t    th    1  1  y     t  th        1 1  t 

The"\     t      w    Hh       h  d  pi  t   th 

Preside  t      d  D  ectors  th  t  th  y    h     Id  b     lit      j       th    U 
eity  in  t  TO        1  t  t  th    p  bl        pe  t  t  b  t  th       m 

necessa  yfthpl  ym  fp       dg        mdt 

will  lea      tl     f     d     f  th  1 1  d  t  h    h  d  t 

enable  tl       h  d    th        II  ly     mm       m    t  h  h  Ud 

be  deei    d    f    mpo  t  htjtfy  dd  11        p 

tent  ai^  f    m  th    f    d  wl     h  y        E      dp      du,  f       ft    t    g 

the  re   d      y  b    Id    ^  th    "V      t       f   tst  th  t  tl   y        Id  h 
place,  by  th        t  w    t       f  th  g  y         th  pi  m     t 

of  prof  t  mpl  ted  by  th     1  w        d    i       th         it  t 

that  ep    h  w  th  th    d   t      t  11  d  i     ly  th       t       f        d    h    ac 

ter  of   h   bt  t         d  w       th  y  t        1  dg    th  j   1         t    t 

would  b     th  t  th  1  t   b  t    w  p  3    fe  t      th  t        f 

the  edi     t         f  y      h    th       t    t         f  tL  t      ni     t  h  m         d 

receipt    f  t     f    m    b      1  wh    1    m  git  fl  w  t         U  ty 

ou  an     pp        d      ol     w    Id  m  k      t      g      f  1    mj  1  y  f  th 

money   d         dw  dll  d        ttmlthml 

with  th  ^      t  f       h  ^h         1         ^    g  th  p!  hm    t 

of  this       1 1  t  B  t  th        g     y  th  y  1        w  th       hd         as 

in  duty  bo     d  t    th  i  dgm     t    f  th    Leg   1  t        w  th 

ranees  (h  p  t  f  th  V  t  th  t  wi  th  w  h  th  p  t 
additio  1  f  d  th  y  w  11  t  th  g  wh  I  m  y  h  t  th  d 
rable  imtwl         thylfh  tj         jfilthm 


c.y  Google 


460  APPENDIX. 

those  resonroes  of  instruction  which  they  have  bo  loag  heen  in  the 
habit  of  seeking  elsewhere ;  and  wheo,  by  a  aoiind  education,  a  whole- 
some direction  may  be  given  to  public  opinion^  the  safest  guide  and 
guardian  of  the  public  morals  and  welfare,  tlie  arbitress  in  every 
age  of  its  destinies  to  happiness  or  wretchedness,  and  the  source 
to  which,  as  either  pure  or  corrupted,  the  changes  of  condition  in 
every  country  on  earth  may  be  traced  and  ascribed, 

And  the  Hector  is  instructed  to  authenticate  and  transmit  the  same, 
with  the  documents  therein  referred  to,  to  the  President  aud  Directors 
of  the  Literary  Fund,  according  to  law. 

And  the  Board  adjourned  itself  indefinitely. 

Tii:  Jeffkrson,  .Rector. 

October  4,  1819. 


At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia, held  on  3d  October,  1820:  Present — Thomas  Jefferson,  James 
Madison,  Robert  B.  Taylor,  John  H.  Cocke  and  Joseph  C.  Cabell. 

The  Board  approved  the  arrangement  made  by  the  committee  of 
superintendence  relative  to  the  annulment  of  the  contract  with  Br. 
Thomas  Cooper. 

Sesohed,  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  October,  1820,  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Bursar  of  the  University  for  his  services  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  his  disbursements. 

Bewhed,  That  Joseph  C.  Oabell  be  and  he  is  hereby  desired  and 
anthoriaed  to  examine  and  verify  the  accounts  of  the  preceding  year, 
not  already  esamined  and  verified. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  superintendence  be  authorized  to 
enter  into  negotiations  with  the  following  pei-sons,  with  the  view  of 
engaging  them  as  professors  of  the  University,  viz:  Mr.  Bowditeh, 
of  Salem,  and  Mr.  Ticknor,  of  Boston. 

Resojved,  That  in  the  negotiations  with  Mr.  Bowditeh  and  Mr, 
Ticknor,  the  committee  be  authorized  to  oii'er  the  compensation  here- 
inafter specified,  viz : 

1.  Apartments. 

2.  A  salary  of  $2,000  per  annum. 
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3.  A  fee  of  ?10  for  each  student  engaged  to  attenci  the  lectures  of 
the  professor, 

4.  If  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  Siilary  and  of  the  fees  of  tuition 
should  fall  short  of  82,500,  in  either  the  first,  second,  or  third  year, 
the  deficiency  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  University. 

Tlie  following  report  was  agi-eed  to : 

[no.  II.] 
2fa  the  President  and  Directors  of  &e  Literary  Fund  : 

la  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  General  Asaembly  of  Virginia,  re- 
quiriog  that  the  Eector  and  Visitors  of  the  University  of  Virginia 
should  make  report  annually  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  tte 
Literal^  Fund,  (to  be  laid  before  tlie  Legislature  at  their  nest  suc- 
ceeding session,)  embracing  a  full  account  of  the  disbursements,  the 
funds  on  hand,  and  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  said 
University,  the  said  Visitors  mate  the  following  report ; 

The  General  Assembly  at  their  last  session  of  1819-20,  having 
passed  an  act  authorising  the  said  Visitors,  for  the  purpose  of  finish- 
ing the  bnildiugs  of  the  University,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $60,000, 
and  to  pledge  for  re-payment  of  the  said  sum  and  interest,  any  part 
of  the  annual  appropriation  of  $15,000,  heretofore  made  hj  law,  the 
Board  of  Visitors  at  their  semi-annual  meeting  of  April  last  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  said  aot,  and  of  the  authorities 
therein  permitted  to  them,  they  were  of  opinion,  in  the  first  place, 
that  it  would  be  most  espedient  to  complete  all  the  buildings  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the  professors  and  students  before 
opening  the  institution,  as  the  maintenance  of  that,  when  opened,  by 
absorbing  all  its  funds,  would  leave  nothing  to  complete  what  might 
yet  be  requisite  for  the  full  estatablishment  called  for  by  law. 

On  view  of  the  accounts  rendered  by  the  Bursar  and  Proctor,  they 
found  that  with  the  aid  of  the  loan  authorised,  (if  the  commencement 
of  its  installment  for  re-payment  could  be  suspended  four  years,)  and 
of  their  annuity  during  the  same  time,  they  might  accomplish  the 
whole  of  the  buildings  of  accommodation  for  the  professors  and  stu- 
dents, according  to  the  estimates  heretofore  made  of  their  probable 
cost,  of  which  the  following  statement  presents  a  summary  view. 
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1820. 

April— The  existing  debts  are                ... 

?10,000 

To  complete  the  7  pavilions  and  31  dormitories  on 

hand, 

18,000 

To  build  3  more  pavilions  and  31  dormitoriea,  to 

oomplete  tlie  lawn,     .... 

27,600 

To  build  3  hot-els  and  25  dormitories,  completing 

the  east  hack  street, 

19,000 

1821. 

To  build  2  hotels  and  Proctor's  house,  and  25  dor- 

mitories, completing  west  back  street, 

19,000 

«93,600 

Means, 
1820. 

April— Loan  from  the  literary  fund  of  -  -  $10,000 

1821. 

Jan.  1— Annuity  of  115,000,  ^2,400  iiit'at  of   $40,000       12,600 
Additional  loan  of        .  ,  .  -  20,000 

1822. 

Jan  l~Aiinwty  of  815,000,  $3,600  int'st  of  $00,000,  11,400 

1823. 
Jan.  1— Annuity  of  $15,000,  $3,600  infst  of  9560,000,  11,400 


39.'J,400 


They  therefore  picceeded  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  $40,000  fiom  the 
President  and  Directors  oi  the  Liteiary  Fand,  reimbuisible  by  fiyi, 
installments  if  $14,244  a  jeir,  beginaing  on  the  —  daj  of  4pril, 
1824,  and  afterwards  a  sei,ond  loan  ot  $J0  000  n,imhmsable  hy  like 
annual  installments  commencing  from  the  day  when  the  others 
should  end. 

On  this  view  of  their  lesonices,  the  Board  proceeded  to  authoiize 
their  Proctor  to  enter  into  i-ontiiots  foi  tie  Lompletion  of  the  build 
inga  already  begun,  and  for  Ihe  erection  of  those  still  wanting,  so  ^s 
to  provide  in  the  whole,  10  pavilions  foi  the  professors  reqniied  by 
law,  5  hotels  for  dittiQg  the  stulcDts,  and  a  6th  for  the  usp  cf  the 
Proctor,  with  104  duiuitdu^    &ufli  itnt  f  i  k  Vn„  208  studiuts 
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and  they  instructed  him  to  make,  in  his  eontr'^ott.,  effectual  proviMtm 
that  the  whole  shall  be  completed  in  the  aiatunin  of  the  ensuing  year 
1821 .  At  that  time,  therefore,  the  hwildine;s  of  icoommojation  for  the 
professors  and  students  are  expected  to  be  all  leady  for  then  leeep- 
tion,  and  the  institution  might  then  be  opened,  but  that  the  remain- 
ing engagements  for  the  buildings,  and  the  leimburampnt  of  the  snma 
borrowed  from  the  literary  fund  will  require  the  whole  leTenue  of  the 
University  for  7  years  to  come,  that  is  to  eay,  until  the  —  day  of 
April,  1S28, 

In  the  statement  of  expenditures  and  means  of  the  Univeisjty,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  we  have  not  tahen  the  private  subsciiptions 
into  account,  of  these  12,079  33  of  the  fiist  installment,  S  914  13  of 
the  second,  and  $8,217  09  of  the  third,  are  still  due,  and  the  last 
amounting  to  $10,666  50,  will  become  due  on  the  1st  day  uf  April 
nest;  but  of  these  some  loss  will  be  ocoaaioned  by  the  dif'ie'ses  of 
the  times;  and  the  residue,  from  the  same  tau^e,  will  be  sotaidy  ind 
uncertain  in  the  times  of  its  receipt,  thit  the  Tisitovs  ha\e  not 
thought  it  safe  to  found  on  it  any  stipulations  lequmng  punctuality 
in  tbeir  fulfillment;  they  have  thought  it  more  advisable  to  resevve  it 
as  a  supplementary  and  contingent  fund,  to  aid  the  general  revenue, 
as  it  shall  be  received,  and  to  meet  casualties  unforeseen,  ei-rors  of 
estimate,  and  expenses  other  than  those  of  mere  building. 

In  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  who  met  at  Kookfish  Gap  on 
the  1st  day  of  August  1818  it  was  stated  that  "  a  building  of  sorae- 
wh  t  m  th    m  ddl     of  the  grounds,  may  he  called  for  in 

t  m      n  wl     h  m  y  I  for  religious  worship  under  such  im- 

p  t  I  e  1  t  n  th  V  tors  shall  prescribe,  for  public  esamina- 
t  t        1  b     y  f     th       h  ols  of  music,  drawing,  and  other  asao- 

t  d  p    p  Th        p        s  of  this  building  are  not  embi-aced  in 

th  t  m  t  h  b  f  t  t  d.  Its  cost  will  probably  be  of  about 
110  000  1  t  w  t  w  11  b  felt  as  soon  as  the  University  shaU 
1  b  t  th  b  Id  ng  1  y  nd  the  reach  of  the  present  funds;  nor 
th  d    d      1  q     f    t    the  maintenance  of  the  University  on 

th     f  11       1  t  1  by  th     Legislature.     That  body,  aware  that 

P    f  ss        f   1        hi  le  could  not  be  expected  to  relinquish 

th  ns      wh    h  th  J       ght  be  found,  for  others  new,  untiied, 

and    akn  w     w  fh     t  ta  nty  of  adequate  compensation,  confided 

totbd  t  ftbYts  the  salaries  which  should  be  stipula- 
t  il  1    t!     p    f  fii  t    mpl  jed;  but  the  annuity  htretofori  appro- 
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pnated  to  tie  maiDtenance  ci  the  UniverHty  cannot  futnisli  uffi 
cient  inducement  to  ten  pi  fessois  of  high  degree  each  m  his  ipspec 
tive  hne  of  sueni.e  and  yet  to  employ  interioi  peisona  woald  he  to 
stand  wbefe  we  ire  la  science  unavailed  of  tl  e  hij,her  idvauies 
already  mide  elstwhere  ind  f  the  advantages  contemplated  by  the 
statute  undet  which  we  let 

If  the  LegisUtwre  ihall  he  ot  opinion  that  the  innuily  ahea^Iy 
appoiti  ned  to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  an  jDStifution 
foi  instruction  in  all  the  u  efu!  scien  es  is  its  propei  pait  if  the 
wh  Ifl  fund  the  '\  laitois  will  faithfully  see  that  it  shall  he  punctually 
appliLd  to  the  remiimng  ena;agementia  foi  the  buildin^-s  on  J  to  the 
reimbatsement  of  the  estia  sum  lately  received  from  the  general 
fund,  that  duiing  the  term  of  if  excluaire  ippln-ition  to  these 
ohiecta  dae  cire  shall  he  taken  to  pieseive  the  htnlliHaS  elected  fiom 
rum  or  u  juiy  ind  at  the  end  ot  that  term  they  will  provide  foi 
opening  the  institution  in  the  paitial  degiee  tu  wh  h  its  pi  sent 
annuitj  ^>hall  he  adequate 

If  jn  the  othei  hand  the  Lo^islatuie  shall  be  of  opinion  that  (he 
sums  ^0  advanced  m  the  name  of  a  loan  fioin  the  geneial  funl  of 
edncition  wQie  legitimately  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  an  Umvei 
fiity  thd.t  its  early  commenceuient  will  promote  the  public  good  by 
offeiing  to  oui  youth  now  ready  aal  waiting  for  it  in  eaih  and  near 
lesource  foi  mstiULtion  and  b>  irresting  the  heaiTy  tiibute  we  aie 
annually  faying  to  thei  States  and  countries  for  the  aiticle  of  edu 
cation  and  shall  think  pioper  to  liberate  the  present  annuity  fiom  lis 
eagagsments  the  "V  isitors  trust  it  wiU  be  in  their  power  by  the 
autumn  of  the  ensuing,  'vear  1S21  to  engage  ^nd  bung  inti  place  that 
poition  of  the  Professors  design ited  b>  the  law  to  which  the  piesent 
annuity  may  be  found  competent  or  by  the  same  epoch  ti  cury 
into  full  execution  the  whole  oljects  of  the  hw  if  an  cuhij,  racnt  be 
made  of  its  participation  in  the  general  fun  1  ad  (^uate  to  the  full 
establishment  contemplated  by  the  law 

The  accounts  receipts  diebui'sementa  and  funds  en  hand  foi  thi 
yeai  ending  with  tie  present  date  as  renlcied  by  the  B  irsar  and 
Proctoi  of  the  University,  aie  given  with  this  leport  as  is  requiied 
by  law 

Tn    JtriEu  o\    B   i 
0  tul,.    ",  I't^O 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  TJDiYersity  of  "Vir^nia,  T)y 
spoeia!  call,  on  Thursday,  the  29th  of  November,  1821,  at  the  Uni- 
veraitj,  two  members  only  attending,  to  wit :  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Chapman  Johnson,  they  adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

Novemb&r  30. — Present:  Thoniaa  Jefferson,  Chapman  Johnson, 
James  Madison  and  John  Hartwell  Cocke. 

The  Board  being  informed  that  of  the  160,000  permitted  to  be 
bon-owed  from  the  literary  fund,  by  the  act  of  the  last  General  As- 
sembly, the  sum  of  #29,100  only  has  as  yet  been  obtained,  and  that 
there  is  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  when  the  balance  may  be  obtained, 
they  deem  it  expedient  that  the  annuity  of  815,000,  receivable  on  the 
1st  of  January  nest,  be  applied  to  the  acoomplishment  of  the  build- 
ings and  other  current  purposes,  in  the  first  place,  and  thai,  should 
further  sums  be  wanted  before  the  receipt  of  the  balance  of  the  said 
loan,  the  committee  of  superintendence  be  authorized  to  borrow  from 
the  banks  to  the  amount  of  that  balance,  to  be  replaced  by  the  said 
balance  when  received. 

Resolved,  That  the  superintending  committee  be  authorized  to  have 
an  engraving  made  of  the  ground-plat  of  th    b    Id  ng     f   h    1  n 
sity,  including  tho  library,  and  so  many  coj  k    ff  f        1 

they  shall  think  proper,  and  also  to  engage     g    d  p    n  I    w  a 
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dent  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund,  on  the  funds  and.  condition 
of  the  TJoiYersity,  was  then  proposed,  amended  and  agreed  to,  in  the 
following  words : 

[no.  III.] 
To  ihe  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund : 

la  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
requiring  that  the  Keotor  and  Visitors  of  the  Uiiiversity  of  Virginia 
BO 
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should  make  report  annually  to  tlie  President  and  Directora  of  the 
Literary  Fnnd,  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislatnre  at  their  nest  succsed- 
ing  aessioii,  embracing  a  full  account  of  the  disbursementSj  the  funds 
on  bond,  and  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  said  Uni- 
versity, the  said  Hector  and  Visitors  maie  the  following  report : 

At  their  meeting  in  April  last,  the  attention  of  the  Visitors  was 
first  drawn  to  the  consideration  of  the  act  of  the  late  General  Assem- 
bly, which  authorized  the  Literary  Board  to  lend,  for  the  use  of  the 
University,  a  further  sum  of  f60,000,  from  auoh  moneys  as  should 
thereafter  come  to  their  hands,  and  taking  such  view  as  could  then 
be  obtained  of  the  expenses  already  incurred  for  the  land,  buildings, 
and  accessory  purposes  for  the  accommodation  of  the  professors  and 
Students  of  the  University,  so  far  as  already  completed,  or  in  a  state 
of  advancement,  and  the  fiirther  expenses  still  to  be  incurred,  neces- 
sarily, to  complete  those  accommodations,  they  concluded  it  to  be  for 
tho  benefit  of  the  institution  to  obtain  the  said  loan.  Application 
was  accordingly  made  to  the  Literary  Board,  a  sum  of  129,100 
obtained,  and  the  further  sum  of  130,900  is  espeetedj  so  soon  as  the 
receipts  of  that  Board  shall  enable  them  to  furnish  it. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Board  deemed  it  incumbent  to  obtain,  as 
early  as  possible,  a  correct  statement  of  the  actual  cost  of  what  was 
already  done,  and  a  probable  one  of  that  still  to  be  done,  estimated 
according  to  the  experience  now  obtained.  They  therefore  instructed 
their  Proctor  to  appiy  himself  assiduously  to  the  completion  of  the 
buildings  generally,  to  a  settlement  of  all  accounts  of  the  actual  cost 
of  those  finished,  and  an  estimate,  according  to  that,  of  what  would 
be  the  cost  of  those  still  to  be  finished.  The  completion  of  the 
buildings  of  accommodation,  which  are  in  four  rows  of  about  600  feet 
in  length  each,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  plan  accompanying  this  report, 
has  been  pressed  with  as  much  effect  as  could  be  expected;  insomuch 
that  there  are  now  completed,  and  in  readiness  for  occupation,  six 
pavilions  for  the  accommodation  of  the  professors,  eighty-two  dormito- 
ries for  that  of  the  students,  and  two  hotels  for  their  dieting;  and  the 
others  will  all  be  completed  in  the  ensuing  summer.  The  accounts 
for  the  construction  of  those  already  finished  have  been  actually  set- 
tled;   and  the  probable  cost  of  the  unfiniehed  has  been  estimated 

aficordiug  to  the  rates  which  the  others  have  been  found  to  cost. 
The  following  is  a  summary  view  of  tho  actual  expenditures  of  the 

institution  from  th6  beginning,  of  those  yet  to  be  incurred  to  its 
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oompletion,  and  of  the  fimda  received  and  still  reoeivatle,  as  nearly 
as  can  at  present  be  stated  : 

6  pavilions,  finished,  have  cost  -         162,713  76 

17  capitals,  for  them  espected  from  Italy, 

are  to  cost,  by  contract,  -         -  2,052  00 

2  hotels,  finished,  have  cost      -         -  8,215  82 

82  dormitories,  finished,  have  cost      -  62,997  74 

$113,927  32 

The  following  are  nearly  finished,  and  are  estimated  at  the  rates  the 
others  have  cost,  or  at  prices  actually  contracted  for ; 

4  pavilions, 133,603  15 

4  hotels, 16,000  00 

27  dormitories,  -        .         .         .  11 952  21 

861,515  36 

Back  yards  and  gardens, 1,500  00 

Making  the  wliole  cost,  of  the  four  rows  of  accom- 
modation,   3176,943  68 

The  purchase  of  245}  acres  of  land,  and  the  buildings 
on  them,  past  compensations  to  the  Bursar  and 
Proctor,  hire  and  maintenance  of  laborers,  and  all 
other  accessory  and  contingent  espenses,      -        -  24,607  77 

Making  a  total  for  the  lands,  buildings,  &c.  complete,  if201,550  43 
To  which  add  for  interest  on  the  loans,  calculated  to 

December  31st,  1821, 6,160  25 

$207,710  70 
The  funds  applied  and  applicable  to  these  cxpendi- 

The  sale  of  glebe  lands,           -         -         -  $3,104  09 

A  State  certificate  No.  32,  bearing  interest,  176  77 

Annuities  of  1819-20-21,     -        -        -  45,000  00 

Loan  of  1820, 60,000  00 

Subscriptions  received  to  Nov.  27, 1831,  24,676  37 
Balance  of  snbseriptioas  (due  ?19,66S  91, 

of  which  suppose  «3,000  lost,)    -        -  16,668  95 


1  this  would  result  a  small  surplus  of 
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According  to  the  Rector's  aocounts  for  the  present  year,  (whieli, 

with  tte  Buraar'a,  are  herewith  enclosed,)  and  which  oontian  minuter 

specifications  of  the  expenditures  : 

To  finish  and  pay  for  the  whole  of  the  build- 
ings of  accoaimodatioQ  not  yet  finished  and 
paid  for,  will  require  a  further  sum  to  ho 

placed  at  his  command  of        -         -         -         -  553,494  79 

The  resources  for  this  are. 

The  balance  of  the  loan  of  1821,  still  to  be 

received, $30,900  00 

The  balance  still  due  of  subscription  moneys 

separate, 16,668  95 

Cash  ia  the  Banks  nndvawn  as  per  Bursar's 

account, 2,301  23 

Do.  in  the  Bursar's  hands,  as  per  his  account,       447  84 

State  certificate  No.  32,     -         .         -         -         176  77 

From  which  would  result  a  deficit  to  be  sup- 
plied from  the  annuity  of      -         -         -      3,000  00 

-- -   ^53,494  79 

So  far  then  as  cin  at  present  be  seen   {yad  we  are  now  so  near  the 
d   fth     w    kthttl  00     f     ltd  )th    fed  d 

and  l!    w  1!  w  th  il  f     t        j      f     th    I    d    p 

based  f     thwhl      ytmfbuM  fuim      dt  dU 

afi  y       r 

Til     b    11       1      th    II      7       mp    h     1        I    11        dp    sably 
n  7  f        th      p  bl     1     poa        nd      t       t  d  by  tl      P      ti 

cf   1    g  t     1     t       p  t  t  |4b  847    w  11      mil     t     b 

ted  f        th       m    f     1    f  th  ty  th        t    p  t  f  th 

bylnf         pdtf,ti      tblllfewllh       wL       It  by 
ly         I   If    ta    m       1 1  y  th  ft       1 1    wl    b  t  b 

J    t        dwll  J       tly      tadtl         mm  t    f   t     iph 

t    n  t     th     d     b    g      f  ti        m    3        w  d  by  I        tall        t 

f       I     b    11       t         t    bett    wll    f   I     L       1 
Thbld  faemmdtnwlllfihd         bef        b 

d        th  J,  m  d  w  11  1 1  t    th    wh  1       f  b 

lisl  m  1 1  th  t    1  th    1 L     y      W  th  th      1         f  th       w    k 

th  t     f  th  t    w  11    )      b      1      1      Th        will  1     fi    t 

11  mm  it        f  tl      "V  th  1  > 
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into  ttem  not  sanctioned  by  the  Board;  they  will  then  he  finally  sub- 
mitted to  the  accountant  of  the  Literary  Boai-d,  for  the  assurance  of 
the  public  that  the  moneys  have  been  correctly  and  faithfully  ap- 
plied, ra  g 
rally,  i                                         m 

MS  of  m  te 

The  fir  ca  C 

CoUeg  ta 

ment;  ft 

Univers  p        oc 

time  0  mm  mm 

tract  should  be  rescinded ,  this  was  done  on  a  just  and  leasunalle 
compromise  and  indemnifioatiou  of  11,500.  Another  instance  was  the 
importation  of  a  foreign  artist,  for  earring  the  capitals  of  the  more 
difficult  orders  of  the  buildings.  The  few  persons  in  this  country, 
capable  of  that  work,  were  able  to  obtain  elsewhere  such  high  prices 
for  their  skill  and  labor,  that  we  believed  it  would  be  economy  ta 
procure  an  artist  from  some  country  where  skill  is  more  abundant  and 
labor  cheaper.  We  did  so;  but  on  trial  the  stone  we  had  counted  on  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Uuiversity  was  found  totally  insusceptible  of 
delicate  work;  and  some  from  a  very  distant,  but  the  nearest  other 
quarry  known,  besides  a  heavy  expense  attending  its  transportation, 
was  extremely  tedious  to  work,  aud  believed  not  proof  against  the 
influences  of  the  weather.  In  the  meantime  we  had  enquired  and 
learned  that  the  same  capitals  could  be  funiished  in  Italy,  and 
delivered  in  our  own  ports  for  a  half  or  third  of  the  price  in  marble, 
which  they  would  have  cost  us  here  in  doubtful  stone.  We  arrested 
the  work  bore,  therefore,  and  compromised  with  our  artist  at  the  ex- 
pense of  hia  past  wages,  his  board  and  passage  hitber,  amounting  to 
$1,S90  56.  These  are  the  only  instances  of  false  expense  which  have 
occurred  within  our  knowledge. 

The  two  pavilions  and  their  adjacent  dormitories,  begun  and  con- 
siderably advanced  by  the  authorities  of  the  Central  College,  were 
contracted  for  by  them,  when  all  things  were  at  their  most  inflated 
paper-prices  and  therefore  have  been  of  extraordinary  cost;  but  all 
the  buildings  iince  done  on  the  moie  enlarged  leale  of  the  University, 
have  been  at  puoos  of  from  25  to  50  pei  cent  reduction;  and  it  is 
confidently  behevtd  thit  with  that  exception,  no  consideiable  system 
of  bull  iin_     within   the    Tnited    '^titea    h^s   be  n     Iojk,  on   cheaper 
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terma,  nor  more  correctly,  faithfully,  or  aolidly  esecnted,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  materials  use^. 

That  the  style  or  scale  of  the  buildings  should  have  met  the  appro- 
bation of  every  iadiyidual  judgment,  was  impossible  from  the  variouB 
tn  t         f  m    d       Wh  th       t  h         t  fied  th    g        1 

J  dg       f  t  k    w    t  N   1  p  f  th  t  w 

mftlbt        th        J       t  fthlwtop       dfth 

cc  mm  d  t         f  t       p    f  d  lapet     t       mh        ft 

\    t  d  by  tl        b     j      t  tm     t       mply  pp    b  t 

f    h    1 1         1.       d  by  tb        J,      1     mm  th        i      t    n 

f  th    I  w  1 1  t    g  tb  m     wl     h  pi      was         tly  th  t      w 

It  t  W    b  d  th      f  ppl  m     t    y       d    b  t 

w     J  dgra    t     irh  b  w    h  1  t      ly 

d  pt  1        1  tjl      f  b   11        b  1      d  t    1    p    p    t        1  to 

tb        p    t  b  1  (y  fl     m  1  th    w    t     f  t  y       t        h 

as  will  be  approved  in  any  futuie  oundition  it  may  attain.  We  owed  to 
it  to  do,  not  what  was  to  pi  iisb  with  ourselves,  but  what  would 
remain,  be  respected,  and  presened  tbiou^h  other  ages;  and  we 
f    dly  I   I    tb  t  tb        t     t      wh   h  m  y  fl  w  t    m  th         1 1  t 
k     lly    1       b  1    by     d  j,  tb  d      t  y     th  with  tb 

g  g  fthtm  dltth         wf  t 

g         lly  t     (h     p      f         f  th  1  d  t  ffit       d  th    f      t  f 

If  g  m     t  m  y  t  t  y  tb       p  t  t         h       f  ty 

1  J      (      ty       d    U  tb      th     bl        g    wh   b      p  j  to 

It  f         th        It      t  dp        m    t    f  th     g         1  m    d 

d  w  tb     t  g      g     t    th    m      t  7  hi  t    y    f  th  t  w    Id 

11  ts  1      t  1    t  all    t    p        1     th  t    f  th         1        wl    h  w 

1  1ft  p     t  Ig  ]    mmgi     t    t      h      th 

wf  1  I  th  t  t  p    m  tt  d  t    1  w  tb 

mp      ty 
A  d  th    B      1     Ij  1      th     t  1  J 

T        r  1     I 

Noveinher  29,  1821. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  XJniversity  of  Virginia,  at  tho 
said  UniTersity,  on  Monday,  the  7th  of  October,  1822.  Present ; 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Rector;  James  Ereclrenridge,  Joseph  0.  Cabell, 
John  H.  Cocke,  and  James  Madison. 


=  =,Google 


APPENDIX.  471 

Resolved,  That  tha  Proctov  be  instruated  to  enter  into  conferences 
with  such  akillftil  and  responsible  undertakers  as  he  would  approye, 
for  the  building  of  the  library,  on  the  plan  heretofore  proposed,  and 
now  in  his  possession,  and  to  procure  from  tliem  declarations  of  the 
Binalkst  sums  for  which  they  will  undertake  the  different  portions  of 
the  work  of  the  said  building,  each  portion  to  be  done  as  well,  in 
materials,  manner,  and  sufficieney,  as  the  best  of  the  same  kind  of 
work  already  done  in  tlie  preceding  buildings,  or  as  well  and  suffi- 
ciently as  shall  now  be  agreed  on ;  that  (omitting  the  capitals  of 
tbe  coltimca,  whioh  would  be  procured  elsewhere,)  the  several  other 
portions  be  specified  under  such  general  heads  and  details  as  may  be 
convenient  to  stow  the  cost  of  each,  and  by  whom,  undertaken,  fixing 
also  the  time  within  which  each  portion  shall  be  completed;  and 
that  his  agreements  be  provisional  only,  and  subject  to  the  future 
acceptance  or  refusal  of  the  Visitors. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Superintendence  be  authorized 
to  employ  a  collector,  to  proceed  to  the  collection  of  the  moneys  atiU 
due  on  subscriptions,  uader  such  instructions  and  agreement  as  they 
shall  approve. 

Resolved,  That  the  examination  and  report  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Bui'sar  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  from  the  Ist  day  of  October, 

1820,  to  the  Slst  of  March,  1821,  and  from  the  31st  of  March,  1821, 
to  the  27th  day  of  November,  1821,  made  by  John  H.  Cocke,  at  the 
request  of  the  Hector,  by  his  letter  of  the  1st  December,  1831,  be 
hereby  ratified  as  done  under  authority  of  this  Board;  and  that  the 
said  John  H.  Cocke  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed,  to  eiamine  and 
verify  the  accouats  of  the  said  Bursar,  from    the  27th  November, 

1821,  to  this  date,  and  male  report  thereof  to  this  Board. 
Resolved,  That  George  Loyal],  Esq.,  now  a  member  of  this  Board, 

appointed  on  the  resignation  of  Kobert  B.  Taylor,  be  added  to  the 
Committee  for  settlement  of  the  Bursar's  and  Proctor's  accounts,  with 
authority  to  tbe  Committee  to  act  angly  or  together,  as  convenience 
may  admiL 

The  following  rufort  was  then  agreed  to : 

[so.  IV.] 
To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund  : 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  re- 
quiring that  tbe  Eeetor  and  Visitors  of  the  University  of  Virginia 
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should  make  report  aDnu.iIly  fo  the  Pre'iideiit  and  Directors  of  the 
Litei-arj  Fund,  (to  be  liiJ  before  the  Legnktuie  at  their  nest  suc- 
ceeding session,)  embracmg  a  full  acoouut  of  the  dishursemeata,  the 
ftinds  on  hand,  and  a  geneiil  etitement  of  the  esndition  of  the  Uni- 
versity, the  aaid  Rector  dud  Visitors  make  the  following  lepiit 

The  Visitors  consideimg  as  the  law  of  their  duty  the  report  of  the 
C  mm  ss   Bera  of  lbl8,  which  was  irnde  to  the   Legislature,  and 

t  d  n  by  them,  from  time  to  tune  subserjueotly,  have  completed  all 
th  build  ngs  proposed  by  that  rpport,  except  one ,  that  is  to  say,  tea 
d  t  t  h.  uses  or  pavihona  containing  eich  a  lecturing  room,  with 
g  n  lly  four  other  apaitments  tor  the  iccommodation  of  a  professor 
nlh  f  mily,  and  with  a  gaiden  and  the  lecpiBite  family  uffiees} 
h  tel    fo     d    f  ng  (h      t  d  ut     wJth  a  siBgk  routn  m  eith  for  a 

f    t    y     nd  tw  n     a         In  led  office*  foi  the  tenant;  and 

nhldnln       dmt  nffieient  each  foi  the  -ucommoda- 

t  t  two    t  1  nte    a    an     d    n  four  distinct  row^   between  the 

p      1  ud  1    t  1     a  d  na  t  d  w  th  them  by  coveied  ways     which 

b    il  Bg   aie  all  m  readines«  for  occupation,  except  that  there  is  still 

m  pi  terjng  to  be  done,  now  on  hand,  which  will  be  finished 
c<  ly  n  the  present  season,  tlie  garden  grounds  tnd  ^iiden  walls  to 
be  cottipleted,  and  some  columns  awaiting  fcheir  capitah  not  yet 
received  from  Italy  These  buildings  are  mostly  paid  foi  by  the 
moneys  which  have  been  leceived,  ^nd  it  is  still  expected  they  would 
be  completely  so,  by  the  subicnpfions  due,  were  they  m  bind;  but 
the  slowness  of  their  collection  will  rflndei  it  necessary  to  make  good 
their  deficiences,  in  the  first  instance,  out  f  f  the  annuity  of  tbe  ensu- 
ing years,  to  be  replaced  to  that  fund  agaiu  by  the  subscnptions  as 

The  remaining  building,  necessary  to  complete  the  whole  establish- 
ment, and  called  for  by  the  report  of  1818,  which  was  to  contain 
rooms  for  religious  worship,  for  public  examinations,  for  a  library,  and 
for  other  associated  purposes,  is  not  yet  begun  for  want  of  funds.  It 
was  estimated  heretofore  by  the  Proctor,  according  to  the  prices  which 
the  other  buildings  have  actually  cost,  at  the  sum  of  $46,847.  The 
Visitors,  from  the  beginning,  have  considered  it  indispensable  to  com- 
plete all  the  buildings  before  opening  the  instituti  n  b  ciu  e,  ft'om 
the  moment  that  it  shall  be  opened,  the  whole  income  of  the 
University  will  be  absorbed  by  the  salaries  of  the  j  rofeas  rs  and  other 
inoidunta,!  and  current  expenses,  and  nothing  i   11    ei      i    t    ei  ct  any 
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h    p  d  h    p     pe  fi     hing  thia 

as  d  fin  te  T         te  m    advanced 

to  w  A   uspeuBion 

h  w     d  g        m   for  eiPct- 

h    b     d       w  h  b  uhaequent 

p    m  p  m  w  nld      move  the 

p  m  d 

0  rs         b    V      us  think 

it  trhLii:  duty  to  state  that  it  the  Legislature  shall  he  of  opinion  th  tt 
the  BttmB  advanced  to  the  University,  in  the  name  of  loan?,  fiim  the 
general  fund  foi  education,  ha\e  been  applied  to  then  legitimate 
object,  and  shall  thinL.  pioper  to  liberate  the  annuity  fioni  then  le 
imbTir''enient  it  will  suflii,e  in  Ihiee  or  four  years  to  crmplete  the  last 
building,  and  the  institulioa  may  be  opened  at  the  end  of  that  term, 
\nd  further,  that  if  the  requisite  sum  can  be  supplied  fiom  the  lame 
01  any  othei  fund  then  the  University  may  be  put  into  as  full  opeia 
tion  as  its  income  will  admit  m  the  course  of  the  year  ensuing  the 
present  date  ind  while  the  jemiining  building  will  be  pioceedint;  on 
such  supplementaiy  fund  This  however,  or  whatever  else  their  wii 
dom  miy  di.Ti'te  la  subject  to  their  direction,  to  which  the  Visitors 
Will  le  willing  dutj  confotm 

In  tl  e  same  leport  of  the  fommissionera  of  1818,  it  was  stated  by 
them  that  in  eonfoimity  with  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  which 
j^ius,  ill    s,ct)7  ot  rLlij.1011  on  an  et^ual  footing,  with  the  jealousies  of 
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the  different  seots  in  guarding  thit  equality  fiom  enToachment  oi 
juipn&e,  and  with  the  seatimentfc  of  thi-  Legislature  in  Kvor  of  hee 
Jom  of  lehgijn,  mamfe  tel  on  fjimer  otcasion^,  they  Inil  nut  pio 
po^ed  that  any  ptofcssjrship  tf  DiTimfy  should  be  estihh&hed  in  the 
Univeisitj,  that  piovisim,  howevei,  waa  imde  for  gmng  in&tiuction 
in  the  Hehiew,  Greek  and  Litm  hngmgei,  the  depuwtones  of  the 
oiigioala,  and  ot  the  eiihe'it  ind  most  rewpecteJ  luthonties  of  the 
faith  ot  eveiy  ^ert,  and  toi  couise^  of  ethical  lecturer,  developing 
those  moial  obligations  m  which  all  sects  agiee,  that  pii  eedmg  thu^ 
far  without  oflence  to  the  Constitution  thiy  had  left,  at  this  pciat,  to 
every  "^eet  to  take  into  their  OTvn  hands  the  o&ce  of  fui-ther  instruc 
tion  m  the  peealiir  tenets  of  eich 

It  waa  not,  howevei,  to  be  understtiod  that  jnatraction  in  religions 
opinions  and  datiaa  wis  meint  to  he  piecluded  by  the  publii,  luthoii 
ties  aa  indiffeiont  to  the  mteresfb  of  sctietj  ,  on  the  contrary  the 
lelations  which  exist  between  min  and  his  Maker,  and  the  duties 
lesulting  fiom  those  relations,  are  the  most  interesting  and  impoitint 
tj  evwy  human  being  ind  the  most  incumhtnt  on  his  study  and 
lavebtigation  The  want  of  instmction  in  the  Tarious  oieeds  of  reli 
gious  fulh  existing  among  our  citizens  preBi,nta  theiefoie,  a  chssm 
in  a  general  institution  of  the  useful  sciences,  hut  it  wts  thought 
that  this  wint,  and  the  entniafment  to  each  society  of  instruction  in 
its  own  doctnnes,  were  evils  ot  leas  danger  than  a  peimission  to  the 
public  authorities  to  dictate  modes  or  piini,iples  of  religions  instruc 
tijn,  01  thau  ypportunitxes  tuinished  them  of  giving  countenance  cr 
ascendancy  to  anyone  sect  over  anofchci  A  lemedy,  howevei,  has 
1  Pen  suggested,  ot  promising  nspect,  which,  while  it  excludes  the  pub 
In,  authoiities  fiom  the  dom  im  of  lehgious  freedom,  would  giic  to 
the  aectonan  schools  of  divmity  the  full  benefit  ot  the  public  provi 
swns  mode  for  initruction  in  the  othei  bi  mches  of  science  These 
branches  aie  equally  necestary  to  the  divine  is  to  the  other  profes 
sional  01  civil  ehincteis  to  enible  them  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  their 
calling  with  understindmg  and  usefulness  It  hii,  theiefoie  bien  m 
contemplation,  ind  suggested  by  &ome  pims  individuals,  who  peiceiye 
the  advantages  of  issociitm^  othei  studies  with  those  of  leligion,  to 
establish  their  religious  schools  on  the  confines  of  the  University,  ao 
as  to  give  to  their  students  leady  and  convenient  acce  =!  and  attend- 
ince  on  the  acientifi  kctuics  of  tho  fniversity,  and  to  mamtam,  by 
tliit  mcxns,  thuac  destined  f  i   the  lehgirui   piofc'si  ns  ou    •>  high  t 
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standing  of  science,  and  of  petsonal  weight  and  respectability,  as  may 
be  obtained  by  others  from  the  benefits  of  the  University.  Such 
establishments  would  offer  the  further  and  great  advantage  of  enabling 
tiie  students  of  the  TlniverBity  to  attend  religious  exercises  with  tie 
professor  of  their  particular  sect,  either  in  the  rooms  of  the  buUdiag 
atiil  to  be  erected,  and  destined  to  that  purpose  under  impartial  regu- 
lations, as  proposed  in  the  same  report  of  the  Comnaissionera,  or  in 
the  lecturing  room  of  such  professor.  To  such  propositions  the  Vis- 
itors are  prepared  to  lend  a  willing  ear,  and  would  think  it  their  duty 
to  give  every  encouragement,  by  assuring  to  those  who  might  choose 
such  a  location  for  their  schools  that  the  regulations  of  the  University 
should  be  so  modified  and  aeeommodated  as  to  give  every  facility  of 
access  and  attendance  to  their  students,  with  such  regulated  use  also 
as  may  be  permitted  to  the  other  students  of  the  library  which  may 
hereafter  be  acquired,  either  by  public  or  private  manifioenoe,  but 
always  understanding  that  these  schools  shall  be  independent  of  the 
University  and  of  each  other.  Such  an  arrangement  would  complete 
the  circle  of  useful  sciences  embraced  by  this  institution,  and  would 
fill  the  chasm  now  existing  on  principles  which  would  leave  inviolate 
the  constitutional  freedom  of  religion,  the  most  unalienable  and  sacred 
of  all  human  rights,  over  which  the  people  and  authorities  of  this 
State,  individually  and  publicly,  have  ever  manifested  the  most  wateh- 
fu!  jealousy ;  and  could  this  jealousy  be  now  alarmed,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Legislature,  by  what  is  here  suggested,  the  idea  will  be  relin- 
quished on  any  sui-mise  of  disapprobation  which  they  might  thint 
proper  to  espress. 

A  committee  of  the  Board  was  duly  appointed  to  settle  finally  the 
aeeounta  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements,  from  the  oommeneement 
of  the  Central  College  to  the  entire  completion  of  the  four  ranges  of 
buildings  of  the  University.  They  found  it  necessary  to  employ  a 
skillful  accountant  to  make  up  a  complete  set  of  booL.'  m  regular 
form,  wherein  all  the  accounts,  general  and  [.'^rticuki  should  be 
stated,  so  as  that  every  dollar  might  be  traced  iiom  its  receipt  to  its 
ultimate  expenditure,  and  the  clearest  view  bu  thus  exhibited  of  the 
faithfnl  application  of  the  moneys  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board.  This  work  has  talcen  more  time  than  was  expected ;  and  although 
considerably  advanced,  is  not  entirely  completed.  Until  its  comple- 
tion, however,  the  committee  cannot  proceed  in  the  final  settlement 
with  which  they  are  charged.     The  Bursar's  accounts  for  the  year 


c.y  Google 


476  APPENDIX. 

preceding  thia  date  are  rendered  herewith ;  aa  are  also  the  Proctor's 
for  the  first  six  months,  but  his  books  and  papers  being  necessanlj  in 
the  hands  of  the  accountant^  his  account  for  the  last  half  year  could 
not  aa  jet  he  prepared.  The  settlement  of  the  committee,  when 
made,  will  be  transmitted,  or  a  supplementary  document,  to  the  Lit- 
erary Board,  as  wel!  for  its  regular  audit  by  their  acoountaat,  as  to  be 
laid  before  the  Legislatui'e. 

And  the  Board  adjourned  without  day. 

Th;  JEFrERSOK,  Rector. 

Octohei-  7,  1822. 


iember23,  1822, 

Sm, — According  to  tho  requisitions  of  the  law,  .1  now  transmit  to 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund,  for  communication 
to  the  Legislature,  the  annual  report  of  the  Visitors  of  the  University 
of  Virginia,  bearing  dat«  the  7th  of  October  fast.  At  that  date  the 
regular  books  were  not  yet  completed,  which  were  under  preparation 
for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  a  clear  and  methodical  view  of  the  ap- 
plication of  all  the  moneys  which  have  been  received  and  employed 
on  this  institution.  From  the  best  view  which,  before  that  time,  had 
been  tsiken  of  the  affairs  of  the  University  it  was  espected,  as  is 
stated  in  this  report,  that  the  buildings  now  prepared  would  be  com- 
pletely paid  for  bj  the  subscriptions  still  due.  These  books  have 
been  since  completed,  and  the  result  (as  appears  by  the  eertiflcates 
herewith  inclosed)  is,  that  the  institution  tias  received  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  23d  of  last  month,  on  the  whole,  and  from  all  funds,  the 
sum  of  1109,159  98i 

And  is  still  to  receive  of  subscriptions  unpaid,  18,343  43J 


3217,503  42 


That  there  has  been  paid,  within  the  same  period,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  institution,  the  same  sum  of        $ 

And  there  remains  to  be  paid  of  debts  settled  and  un- 
settled about 
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An  estimate  by  the  Proctor,  at  tin  early  period,  supposed  that  the 
last  building  called  for  by  the  i-epoi-t  of  181S,  and  not  yet  eseout«d, 
woulii  probably  cost  the  sum  of  816,847 ;  but  this  clid  not  include 
two  considerable  appendages  necessary  to  connect  it  ■with  the  other 
buildings.  An  estimate  including  these,  now  recently  made  by  the 
principal  undertakers  and  executors  of  the  othei-  buildings,  raises  its 
amount  to  about  one-third  more. 

It  is  by  instruction  from  the  Visitors  that  I  communicate  facte 
which,  resulting  from  investigations  not  concluded  at  the  date  of  their 
report,  and  consequently  not  known  to  them,  constitute  an  important 
supplement  to  the  matter  of  their  report;  to  which  I  add  the  assu- 
rance of  my  high  consideration. 

Ttt  :  Jeiterson,  licclar. 


[NO.  v.] 
To  the-  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund: 

In  obedience  to  the  law  reqninng  that  the  Rector  and  Visitors  of 
the  University  of  Virginia  should  make  report  annually  to  tlie  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund  (to  be  laid  before  tbe  Legis- 
lature at  their  nest  succeeding  session),  embracing  a  full  account  of 
the  disbursement,  tbe  fiinds  on  hand,  and  a  general  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  said  University,  the  said  Eector  and  Visitors  make 
the  following  report : 

In  conformity  with  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  February 
5th  of  the  present  yeai',  requiring  that  out  of  the  uninvested  capital 
then  lying  in  the  literary  fund,  there  should  be  loaned,  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  said  fund,  to  the  Rector  and  Visitors  of  tbe 
University  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  buildings 
and  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  putting  the  said  University 
into  operation,  any  sum  required  by  tbe  said  Rector  and  Visitors,  not 
esceeding  that  of  160,000,  the  Visitors,  at  their  meeting  on  the  7th 
of  April  last,  deemed  it  necessary  for  the  institution  to  require  the 
whole  of  the  said  sum,  but  that  it  should  be  drawn  in  different  por- 
tjons,  and  at  different  times,  as  it  should  be  wanting,  so  far  as  the 
Literary  Board  should  think  admissible.  There  was,  accordingly, 
received  by  an  order  of  the  said  Board,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  a 
sum   of  forty   thousand   dollars.      In   consequence   hereof  the   larger 
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building,  for  a  library  and  other  purposes,  was  oommenced,  and  has 
been  carried  on  with  activity,  insomuch  that  its  walls  are  now  ready 
to  receive  their  roof;  but  that  being  of  hemispherical  form,  and  press- 
ing outwardly  in  every  direction,  it  has  been  thought  not  advisable  to 
place  it  on  the  walls  in  their  present  green  state;  but  rather  to  give 
them  time  to  settle  and  dry  until  the  ensuing  season,  when  the  roof 
will  be  ready,  and  (he  walls  in  a  proper  condition  to  receive  it. 
"Wbethar  the  interior  work  of  the  building  will  be  finished  wJtliin  the 
ensuing  year,  is  doubtful. 

The  report  of  the  7th  of  October,  of  the  last  year,  stated  that  the 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  professors  and  students  were 
in  readiness  for  occupation,  except  as  to  some  small  articles  of  plaster- 
ing then  on  haad,  the  garden  walls  and  groiinds,  and  some  columns 
which  awaited  their  capitals  from  abroad.  These  finishings  are  done, 
the  capitals  are  received  and  put  up  ;  and  the  whole  of  these  build- 
ings are  now  in  perfect  readiness  for  putting  the  institution  into  ope- 
ration^and  this  might  be  done  (taking  reasonable  time  for  procuring 
profe^ors)  at  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year,  1824,  were  its  ftincis 
liberated  from  their  present  ineumbraiiees,  but  these  remove  the  epoch 
to  a  very  distant  time.  The  several  sums  advanced  from  the  literary 
fund,  as  loans,  when  the  balance  of  the  last  shall  have  been  received, 
will  amount  to  $180,000,  bearing  a  present  interest  of  810,800.  This, 
with  the  cost  and  necessary  care  and  preservation  of  the  establish- 
ment, will  leave,  of  the  annual  endowment  of  the  University,  a  surplus 
of  between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars  only.  As  before  men- 
tioned, this  Joan  of  8180,000  will  bo  extinguished  by  the  annual  pay- 
ment of  a  constant  sum  of  $2,500,  at  the  end  of  twenty-fi.ve  years,  a 
term  ;oo  distunt  for  the  education  of  any  person  already  born,  or  to 
be  born,  for  some  time  to  come  :  and  within  that  period  a  great 
expense  will  be  incurred  in  the  mere  preservation  of  the  buildings  and 
appurtenances.  These  are  views  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Visitors 
to  present,  and  to  leave  to  the  wisdom  and  paternal  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  to  whose  care  are  confided  the  instruction  and  other 
interests  of  the  present,  as  well  as  of  the  future  generations  proceed- 
ing from  us. 

That  report,  with  the  letter  of  the  23d  accompanying  it,  stated  also 
that  the  buildings  of  accommodation  for  the  professors  and  students, 
were  so  far  paid  for  as  that  the  arrearages  of  subscriptions  stiU  due 
being  818,343  4Si  cents,  would,  when  received,  complete  their  pay- 
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ment  to  wittin  the  sum  of  15,658  195  centa.  While  there  were  other 
funds  to  whicli  present  recourse  eould  he  had,  it  had  heea  deemed 
reasoaahle  to  indulge  the  convenience  of  sack  suhscribers  as  found 
difficulties  in  paying  their  installments  rigorously  at  the  periods  pre- 
scnhed,  but  that  these  arrears  having  then  become  urgently  necessary, 
an  active  collector  had  tDcen  employed  to  settle  and  call  for  them.  In 
the  course  of  the  year  he  has  collected,  of  these  arrearages,  the  sum 
of  14,828  77i  cents.  He  has  obtained  bonds  or  promises,  verbal 
or  written,  for  prompt  payment,  deemed  good,  to  the  amount  of 
$10,107  8Sf  cents ;  and  as  to  the  remainder,  some  of  the  subaciibers 
have  not  been  yet  called  ou,  some  have  removed  out  of  the  State,  and 
some  become  insolvent.  Of  this  remainder,  he  considers  IE)S2  26 
cents  as  sperate,  and  the  residue,  between  $2,500  and  13,600,  as  des- 
perate ;  which,  on  143,808,  the  whole  sum  subscribed  will  be  an  idti- 
mate  loss  of  nearly  6  per  cent.  This  will  so  far  increase  the  deficit 
of  $8,658  19J,  before  stated,  as  falling  short  of  paying  for  the  four 
rows  of  buildings,  and  so  far  add  to  the  charge  on  the  funds  in  Land, 
or  still  to  accrue.  This  state  of  things  obliges  a  call  for  peremptoiy 
and  prompt  payment  of  these  arrearages,  which  cannot  be  thought 
unreasonable  by  the  subscribers,  who  have  been  so  far  indulged 
already,  when  it  is  ooneidered  that  these  works  were  engaged  on  the 
f  'th  f  t!  urn  subscribed,  so  far  as  their  amount;  that  those  who 
und  t  k  th  m  have  accordingly  executed  them,  and  are  now  justly 
nt  tl  d  t  t!  mpensation  stipulated.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  in 
the  u  -s  f  the  ensuing  twelve  mouths  these  arrearages  will  be  paid 
up  ex  j;t  u  h  as  entervening  oireumstances  may  have  rendered 
despe  at 

A  n  ral  tatement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  from  all 
fund  and  f  all  purposes,  from  the  beginning  of  the  establishment 
t  th  fi  t  f  October  of  the  last  year,  was  communicated  for  the 
Legislature  at  their  last  session.  Those  of  the  Bursar  and  Proctor, 
for  the  year  ending  the  first  day  of  this  present  October,  are  herewith 
rendered — they  have  been  duly  settled  and  tested  by  their  vouchers, 
by  the  same  accountant  and  committee  employed  on  the  former  occa- 
sion, and  will  be  duly  submitted  by  these  officei-s  for  audit  by  the 
accountant  of  the  literary  board. 

Th:  Jefi'ek.'50N. 
Oclohe,-  6,  1823. 
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To  the  President  and  Direclori  of  the  Literarij  Fund: 

In  obe<Jienee  to  the  law  reqainng  that  the  Eectoi-  and  Visitors  of 
the  University  of  Virginia  should  maJce  report  anmiallj  to  the  Presi- 
cient  aud  Directors  of  the  Literary  Pund,  (to  be  laid  before  the  Legis- 
lature at  their  nest  succeeding  session)  embracing  a  full  account  of 
the  disbureements,  the  funds  on  hand,  and  a  general  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  said  University,  the  said  Eector  and  Visitors  make 
the  following  report : 

In  that  of  the  preceding  year  it  was  stated,  that  the  buildings  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  professors  and  students  were  in  readiness  for 
their  occupation,  and  that  the  walls  of  the  larger  building,  intended 
for  a  library  and  other  purposes,  were  completed.  In  the  course  of 
the  present  season  this  building  has  received  its  roof,  and  will  be  put 
into  a  condition  for  preservation  and  use,  although  its  inteiior  oannot 
be  completed.  It  was  then  also  stated  that,  without  awaiting  that 
completion,  the  institution  might  be  put  into  operation  at  the  close  of 
this  present  year,  were  ifs  funds  liberated  from  the  incumbrances  with 
which  they  were  charged.  This  avtiole  was  removed  by  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  January  27th,  of  the  present  year,  concerning  the 
University  of  Virginia. 

In  consequence  of  this  liberation,  the  Board  of  Visitors,  at  their 
ensuing  meeting,  on  the  5th  April  last,  proceeded  to  take  such  pre- 
paratory measures  as  could  be  taten  at  that  time  to  carry  the  views  of 
the  Iiegislature  into  effect  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable.  From 
the  accounts  and  estimates  then  rendered  by  the  Bnrsai'and  Proctor,  it 
appeared  that  on  the  last  day  of  the  preceding  yeai,  1823,  the  funds 
in  hand  and  due  to  the  University,  of  the  last  loan,  and  of  the  arrear- 
ages of  bubsoiiptions,  would  be  sufEcient,  when  received,  to  pay  all 
debts  then  existing,  on  any  account,  and  to  leave  a  sum  of  about 
621,000,  applicable  to  the  building  of  the  hbi-aiy;  which,  with  the 
sum  of  $19,370  40^,  already  paid  or  provided  for  that  edifice,  would 
put  it  into  a  state  of  safety,  and  of  some  use,  until  other  and  more 
pressing  objects  should  have  been  accomplished.  They  considered  the 
University,  therefore,  as  having  had  in  hand,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
present  year,  182i,  the  annuity  of  this  year  (clear  of  all  prior  claims) 
as  a  fund  for  defraying  the  current  especees  of  the  year,  for  meeting 
those  necessary  towards  procuring  professors,  paying  any  commence- 
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ments  of  salaries  which  might  be  incurred  to  the  end  of  the  year,  anil 
to  leave  a  small  surplus  for  coiitingeneies. 

They  found,  from,  a  view  of  the  future  income,  consisting  of  the 
annuity,  and  sitoli  rents  for  buildings  as  may  be  reasonably  required, 
that  it  would  not  be  adequa.te  to  the  full  eatablishment  of  the  ten 
professoi'ships  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  in  their  out  of  January 
38,  1819,  for  establishing  the  University ;  but  that  it  might  suffice 
for  instituting  eight  professorships,  for  the  present,  and  that  tbe 
branches  of  adence  proposed  to  bo  tawgbt  in  tbe  TJniversity  roight  be 
arranged  within  the  competence  of  that  number,  for  a  time,  and  until 
future  and  favorable  circumstances  might  enable  tbem  to  add  the 
others,  and  to  lightsD  duly  the  professorships  thus  overcharged  with 
dutii'^s. 

They  proeeedecl,  therefore,  to  settle  the  organiaatioBS  of  the  schools, 
and  the  distribution  of  the  sciences  among  them,  and  they  concluded 
on  tha  same  as  follows : 

In  the  Dniyersity  of  Virginia  shall  be  instituted  eight  professor- 
ships, to  wit :  let,  of  ancient  languages  ;  2d,  modern  languages  j  3d, 
mathematics;  4th,  natural  philosophy;  5th,  natural  history;  Cth, 
anatomy  and  medicine  ;  7th,  moral  philosophy  ;  8tb,  law. 

In  the  school  of  ancient  languages  are  to  he  taught  the  higher 
grade  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  the  Hebrew,  rhetoric,  belles 
lettres,  ancient  history  and  ancient  geography. 

In  the  school  of  modern  languages  are  to  be  taught  French, 
Spanish,  Italian,  German,  and  the  English  language,  in  its  Anglo- 
Saxon  form ;  also,  modern  history  and  modern  geography. 

In  the  school  of  mathematics  are  to  be  taught  mathematics  gene- 
rally, including  the  higher  branches  of  numerical  arithmetic,  algebra, 
trigonometry  plane  and  spherical,  geometry,  mensuration,  navigation, 
conic  sections,  fluxions  or  differentials,  military  and  civil  architecture. 
In  the  school  of  natural  philosophy,  are  to  be  taught  the  laws  and 
properties  of  bodies  generally,  including  mechanics,  statics,  hydro- 
statics, hydraulics,  pneumatics,  acoustics,  optics  and  astronomy. 

In  the  fichooi  of  natural  history  are  to  be  taught,  botany,  zoology, 
mineralogy,  chemistry,  geology,  and  rural  economy. 

In  the  school  of  anatomy  and  medicine  are  to  be  taught  anatomy, 
surgery,  the  history  of  the  progress  and  theories  of  medicine,  phy- 
siology, pathology,  materia  medica  and  pharmacy. 

31 
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this  '^tate  fiom  the  United  State's,  have  been  obtained  for  the  purpose 
of  proi-nimg  %  Iibiaiy,  and  the  appaiatua  necessary  for  tbe  Boveral 
"chools,  the  opportunity  would  have  been  highly  advantageous  of 
having  them  chosen  by  this  igent  while  la  Europe,  with  the  advice 
and  a'<''i'*t'ince  of  the  resptctivo  piofe'^^oi-^ ,  but  the  application  was 
not  in  time  to  be  leted  on  befoie  the  adjounimenfc  of  the  late  Cou- 
greia  Yet  "ome  books  weie  indispensable,  and  some  apparatus  to 
m-ihe  even  in  imperfect  oomraencement  To  procure  these  articles, 
tberefoie,  and  to  defrny  the  espenses  nei-es-J^ry  for  the  other  objects 
of  ths   lui^'biuii,  the  Be  lid  w  s  uuki   thi   nceessily  of  applying  to 
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these  purposes  a  sum  of  110,500  of  the  annuity  of  the  preseat  year, 
and  to  leivo  the  interml  fimshino  of  the  hhrary  hotsevei  much  to 
be  legretted  until  some  oppoitiimty  cf  gr&itei  convenience  should 

Thei:'  1  orae  leison  to  doubt  ftom  the  infoimaticn  i  eived 
whether  om  ag  nt  will  hi,  ible  to  eff  ot  hi&  objects  it  ts  eailv  a  daj 
as  we  had  especled,  but  of  thi  more  will  be  Lnown  m  time  for  its 
communienlion  by  the  Rectoi  with  this  report  were  it  etill  pc'^ible 
to  obtain  fiom  tiie  "United  States  a  settlement  of  so  much  of  the  daim 
on  them  as  was  ^pplop^iat^!d  to  this  institution  in  tin  e  to  find  our 
agent  and  pufcssoi-s  yet  la  piice  to  invest  it,  our  Uniuersity  would 
open  «ndcr  auspices  highly  piopitiou  in  oompaiison  -nith  those  to 
which  it  will  be  subjected  by  this  unfoitumte  delay 

The  iucces'' of  our  collector  in  his  applications  for  the  aiieuagea 
due  fiom  suhacnbeis  has  not  been  as  gieatasit  has  been  1 1  further 
secuimg  the  sums  which  hod  n  t  yet  been  secured  Th  reci.ipts 
fiom  this  resouicp,  smoe  the  dite  of  oui  hst  repoit  have  amiuiited 
to  |2  06')  81*  and  the  sums  deemed  sperate  and  still  to  be  itceivcd, 
amount  to  |7  4(j&  <*2J 

The  accounfa  of  the  receipts  disbui-^ements  and  funds  on  hand 
for  the  jeai  ending  with  the  1  st  month  ut  September  as  icndeied  by 
the  Bursar  and  Proctor,  iire  given  with  this  report,  as  is  required  by 

Th:  Jeiteeeon,  Rector. 
October  5,  1824, 


[no.  VII.] 
To  tAe  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund: 

In  obedience  to  the  law  requiring  that  the  Keotor  and  Visitora  of 
the  University  of  Virginia  should  make  a  report  annually  to  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Literaiy  Fund,  (to  be  laid  before  the 
Legislature  at  their  nest  succeeding  session,)  embracing  a  full  account 
of  the  disburse raents,  the  funds  on  hand,  and  a  general  statement  of 
the  condition  of  the  said  University,  the  awd  Rector  imd  Visitors 
make  the  following  report : 

That  which  was  rendered  on  the  5th  of  October  of  the  last  year, 
informed  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Board  of  the 
state  of  preparation  to  which  we  were  then  advanced  towards  getting 
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the  in^titutinn  into  actual  operation,  of  the  measures  taken  foi  pco 
L,uiiQgprofessoi9  fjr  the  several  schoiila,  for  pur(,habing  tome  hooL-S 
and  ippai  jtua,  aud  of  thp  ground  of  hope,  then  existing,  that  it  might 
be  a^'twilly  opened  on  the  let  day  of  Tebiuary  then  nest  msuing  It 
was  not,  howeyei,  until  the  7tn  of  Slaroh  thit,  the  piofe'-aoi-^  of  an 
eient  and  modern  languages,  of  mathematics,  of  natuiil  philosophy, 
vai  of  IB  tomy  nnd  mediLine,  bfing  in  plare,  the  institution  was 
opened  inl  put  mtj  operilion  Piofesbnis  of  the  sclinols  of  moral 
philosophy  and  naturjl  history  woio  leieived  at  ihoit  intervals  aftei 
wards;  but  no  satisfactory  engagement  having  been  effected,  till  lately, 
of  a  professor  for  the  ehiir  of  Iiw,  that  school  has  not  yet  been 
opened ;  nor  is  it  decided  whcthoi  it  will  be  most  eligible  to  put  it 
into  operation  at  this  advani-ed  poison  of  the  year,  or  to  await  the 
beginning  of  the  teim  in  FebruaiT  nest.  The  commencement  on  the 
7th  of  March  wao  with  about  40  -.tudents;  others  continued  to  arrive 
from  day  to  day  at  first,  and  from  week  to  week  since;  and  the  whole 
number  matriculated  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  month  of  September 
was  11(J.  Few  more  can  be  expected  during  the  present  terra,  which 
doses  on  the  16th  of  December  nest ;  and  the  state  of  the  schools 
on  the  same  day  was  as  follows  : 
In  the  school  of  ancient  langoagos  were  55  scholars, 

modern  languages,  64 

mathematics,  68 

natural  philosophy,  33 

natural  history,  30 

anatomy  and  medicine,     20 

moral  philosophy,  14 

Prom  the  infoiination  received  from  different  qnartera,  we  have  reason 
to  espect  a  large  accesaion  to  our  numbers  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  term.  The  dormitories  now  provided  can  accommodate  218 
Btndents,  the  neighboring  town  of  Chailottesville  perhaps  50  more; 
but  should  more  he  offered  they  could  not  be  received.  Ex-hoarders, 
too,  will  labor  under  serious  disadvantages,  as,  besides  increased  op- 
poi'tunitieB  of  relaxed  order,  they  must  lose  the  use  of  the  library, 
the  books  of  which  cannot  he  permitted  to  be  carried  out  of  the 
precincts  of  the  University. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  statutes  and  regulations  enacted  by  the 
Board  of  Tisitors  for  the  government  of  the  University  is  now  com- 
municated.    We  have  thought  it  peeuKaily  requisite   to   leave  to  the 
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civil  magistrate  the  resti-aint  and  punislimeiit  of  ail  offenoea  wliicii 
come  witliin  the  ordinaiy  cognizance  of  the  laws.  At  the  age  of  16j 
tho  earliest  period  of  admission  into  the  TTaiversity,  hahita  of  obe- 
dience to  tho  laws  hecoo.e  a  piopor  part  of  ediication  and  puctioe,  the 
minor  provisions  and  irregularities  alone  unnoticed  hy  the  hwe  of 
the  land  ace  the  peculiar  BwbjeeiB  of  aeijemioal  authonty  &o  sys 
tern  of  these  provisions  his  evei  jet  prcvLcted  all  disoidei  Those 
firet  provided  hy  this  Boaid  weie  fouoded  on  the  principles  of  avoiding 
too  much  government  of  not  milfipijiog  o  Ei?  ons  of  coeiciOQ  by 
ei-eeting  indifferent  actions  into  thm^^  of  offtnei,  nd  for  leaving 
room  to  th  student  foi  habitually  exticisina  liia  own  diocietitn  bat 
esperience  has  alreidj  proved,  that  stnutei  pronti  n&  aiP  neee  saiy 
for  the  pie^ieivtlioc  of  ordei  that  (.oeioion  must  be  reaoited  to  where 
confidence  h  s  been  disappointed  We  have  nccorbngly  at  the  pie 
sent  session  consideiably  amenlel  ind  cnlaiged  the  uope  ol  oui 
former  system  of  legulitions  and  we  shall  pioceed  in  the  duties  of 
tightening  oi  lehsing  the  rems  of  t;  veinraent  as  e\[i,iience  shill 
instniot  us  in  the  jrcgiess  oi  the  institution  ind  we  lie  not  ceitim 
that  the  turUiLi  iid  of  the  Le^i-lttu  ■^  itielf  will  not  be  necessity  to 
enable  the  authoiitits  of  the  institution  to  mferpo  e  ii  ome  i^ses, 
with  more  promptitude  energy  an  1  effect  thin  is  permitted  bj  tlie 
laws  as  they  '.tand  at  pieaent 

The  linds  her  t  fore  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  TTniversity  con 
sisted  cf  two  paicels  ibout  hilf  a  mile  distant  the  one  fiom  the 
other,  the  one  of  15i  acieo  com jieli ending  i  small  mountain  lecu 
liarly  adapte  1  anl  impoitant  to  be  secured,  for  tho  purpose  of  an 
observa  oiy  whenever  the  tutuie  advance  of  ciieumstinces  maj 
rendei  such  an  estdbhshment  desii  ble  the  other  of  107,5  ■^'-'^s 
made  up  of  soveril  small  puichi=es  which  constitute  the  site  of  the 
University  itself  Between  theie  i"  i  paiee!  of  1°2  icre  which, 
besides  the  cona  hdation  of  fhe'iC  po^se^'ions  and  other  and  gieat 
conveniences  uflered  by  it  lies  in  the  wiy  of  the  watei  neccssarj  foi 
the  supply  of  the  establishment  which  is  bi  ought  in  pipes  chiough  it 
flrom  the  high  hnda  to  the  site  of  the  University  Fiom  the  benefit 
of  this  commanication  we  weie  liable  to  be  cut  off,  at  any  m  ment, 
by  the  owner  of  this  paicel  of  lands  It  was  lately  offered  to  us  and 
at  a  pn  e  thought  reasonable  to  wit  at  $50  the  acie  We  had 
several  yeii^  ij.  ]  i  d  $40  foi  the  pai  el  a  Jjicent  on  one  side  and 
JilOO  the    ic  e  1  il  been  l;^  n  1}  in  lul    ihil     iih      ip    ce! 
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adjacent  on  anoiliei'  side.  The  consideratiou  that  the  puroliase  would 
BO  fir  lessen  the  funda  for  finishing  the  rotunda  called,  certainly,  for 
serious  hesitation ;  but  the  Hupply  of  water  indispensahle  to  the  estab- 
liahmont,  the  in'eooverable  loss  of  it  if  sold  out  to  individuals  in  lots, 
as  pioposed  by  the  proprietor,  made  it,  in  our  view,  an  over-ruling 
duty  to  secure  the  University  against  eo  irrepai'able  an  injury,  and 
we  concluded  the  purchase.  This  now  gives  to  the  institution  a  tract 
of  nearly  400  acres,  beyond  the  limila  of  which  it  has  nothing  to 
desire. 

The  la-jt  report  stated  that,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  319,370  40, 
which  had  been  paid  or  provided  towards  the  builLling  called  the 
rotunda,  there  were  still  remaining  of  the  genci-al  funds,  a  sum  of 
about  821,000,  applicable  to  that  building,  that  this  sum,  although 
not  Euificient  to  finish  it,  would  put  it  into  a.  state  of  safety,  and  of 
some  use,  until  other  more  pressing  objecta  ahordd  have  been  ufloom- 
plbhed.  It  haa  been  indispensable  to  finish  t!ie  oireular  room,  destined 
for  the  reception  of  the  books;  because,  onee  deposited  in  theii 
places,  the  removing  them  for  any  finishing  which  might  be  left  to  be 
done  hereafter,  would  be  inadmissible.  That  has  therefore  been  carried 
on  actively,  and  we  trnst  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  books. 
The  othei'  apartments  of  indispensable  use  were,  two  for  a  chemical 
laboratory,  one  foi  ^  museum  of  natuml  hi&toij,  and  one  foi  esaraina^ 
tions,  tor  icoessoiy  ouhooh,  -ind  other  assoniited  pmposLS  An  adli 
tionai  building  too  foi  anatomical  diisectitns,  and  other  kindred  u'lCs, 
his  otcome  necet^aiy  We  are  etifleavoring  t)  put  thejt,  into  a  baie 
state  foi  1381,,  although  with  ome  jeopaidy  as  to  the  competence  of 
the  funds 

On  lepresentation-  to  the  Gentnl  G-oveinment  of  the  interest 
which  the  Legislature  of  Virginii  h'-d  given  to  then  Univeisity  m 
ceitam  claims  then  depending  between  them  of  the  great  disxdian 
tage"  undei  which  that  ins'itution  must  laboi,  without  the  books  and 
apparatus  which  this,  donation  was  to  supply,  thjt  government  did 
not  hesitate  to  aid  ns  with  an  advance,  on  account,  of  such  a  sum  as 
might  cover  that  ^ven  to  the  ITniveisity  A  titalogue  of  books  toi 
the  libtiry  was  theieupon  piepaied,  an  agent  employed  t)  puiLhase 
them  wherever  (hey  could  be  obtained  cheapest  and  btst,  and  a  sum 
of  $18,000  foi  this  pirpote  was  placed  at  hi?  dispjsal  A  pie\ious 
sum  of  $7,677  81  had  been  advanced  by  the  general  fund  foi  the 
purchise  of  books   mj  appai  ttua  of  immediate  necessity,  -ynd  a  sum 
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of  16,000  appropriated  on  loan  towards  preparing  tlie  room  in  the 
rotunda,  destined  for  a  library;  mating  together  131,677  81  for  the 
purchase  of  a  philosophical  apparatus.  A  sum  of  |6,000  was  deposited 
in  London,  (haTing  cost  here  $6,300,)  a  list  of  the  proper  article, 
and  their  seleotioB  and  purchase,  were  committed  to  a  chai-acter  there 
highly  qualified  for  the  execution  of  the  charge ;  and  another  Eum  of 
8f3,000  waa  deposited  in  London  (having  cost  here  *3,157  60,)  for 
the  acquisition  of  articles  necessary  for  the  anatomical  school,  which, 
with  $500  paid  for  a  chemical  appavatua,  and  S3S9  58  for  transporta- 
tion and  other  miseellaneous  expenses,  amount  to  141,924  89,  leaving 
a  halauce  of  ?B,075  11  for  defrayiug  incidental  expeiises,  which  wiU 
be  considerable.  A  good  proportion  of  these  articles  we  are  in  hopes 
to  reeeiYe  this  autumn,  and  the  residue  in  tlie  ensuing  year.  Some 
donations  of  mineral  collections  have  already  been  received,  others 
destined  for  the  University  are  known  of,  and  it  is  believed  we  shall, 
in  this  way,  lie  supplied  sufficiently  for  all  the  purposes  of  education. 
Much  too  may  be  expected  from  the  future  indialvy  of  the  alumni 
themselves  of  the  University,  when  they  shall  have  entered  on  the 
active  business  of  life. 

The  receipts  by  the  collector  of  ai'reai-ages  of  subscriptions  since 
the  date  of  our  last  report,  have  amoiinted  to  $2,734  89,  and  the 
balance  still  to  be  espeoted  is  $4,306  53!,  leaving  a  sum  of  84,500 
desperate,  as  is  believed. 

The  accounts  for  tlie  receipts,  disbureements,  and  funds  on  hand  for 
the  year  ending  with  the  late  month  of  September,  as  rendered  by  the 
Bursar  and  Proctor,  are  given  with  this  report,  as  is  required  by  law. 
Tn:  Jefpeeson,  Raclm-. 

October  7,  1835. 
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N. 

Washinoton,  April  2,  1824. 
To  James  Monroe,  President  of  tite  United  States : 

SiE, — In  the  character  of  a  Visitor  of  the  University  of  Vir^nia, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  youi  consideration  a  kw  remarks,  oa  a  sub- 
ject in  which  that  institution  is  deeply  interested.  I  allude  to  the 
unsatisfied  balaaoe  still  due  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  account  of 
advances  made  by  that  State  to  the  GoTernment  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  prosecution  of  the  lafe  war. 

The  Legislature  of  Virginia,  at  the  session  recently  terminated, 
passed  an  act,  whereby  it  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
the  requisite  library  and  apparatus  for  the  University  of  the  State, 
the  sum  of  S50,000,  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  first  moneys  which  might 
be  receiTed  from  the  General  Government  in  further  discharge  of  the 
debt  still  due  to  the  Commonwealth.  The  Visitors  of  the  University 
are  required  by  law  to  assemble  ott  the  first  Monday  in  April ;  and 
one  of  the  first  objects  of  the  meeting  is,  to  make  such  preliminary 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessaiy  for  procuring  suitable  professors, 
and  for  putting  the  institution  into  speedy  and  succeBsful  operation. 
The  impoit  f  th     pp  opriation  recently  conferred  by  the  Legis- 

lature of  V  th     dawn  of  such  aa  establishment,  is  too 

apparent  t  jui  th  pport  of  argument,  or  the  aid  of  elucida- 
tion. Suffi  t  to  say  that  it  is  calculated  to  excite  feelings  of  the 
most  heartf  It  nte  t  m  ng  all  the  friends  of  science  and  literature; 
and  to  none  c  t  be  object  of  more  lively  solicitude,  than  the 
distinguished  individuals  with  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  associated 
at  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

By  the  act  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  this  beneficent  appropria- 
tion, it  is  provided  that,  as  soon  as  satisfactory  assurances  shall  reach 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  Virginia,  that  the  claim  of  the  State 
on  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  ultimately  be  available 
to  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  that  Board  will  have  authority  to 
anticipate  the  payment,  by  lending  to  the  Rector  and  Visitors  of  the 
University  an  equivalent  amount,  out  of  a  fund  set  apart  in  that 
State,  and  consecrated  to  the  purposes  of  internal  improyement. 

Tou  must  be  sensible,  sir,  that,  next  to  a  successful  issue,  nothing 
can  be  more  desirable  than  a  prompt   decision  of  this  inf 
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question.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  degree  of  evidence  which  will 
be  satisfactory  to  tie  Board  of  Public  Works  in  Virginia,  with 
regard  to  the  ultimate  validity  of  the  claim.  I  take  it  for  granted, 
howCTer,  that  a  decision  of  one  branch  of  the  General  Groveniment, 
in  favor  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  the  want  of  nothing  but  an 
act  of  appropriation  by  another  department  of  that  government,  will 
be  snScient  to  satisfy  that  Board  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  post- 
pone the  loan,  at  the  expense  of  the  heat  and  dearest  interests  of  Vir- 
ginia, It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  tlie  requisite  appropriation  will 
not  be  made  by  tie  Oongre^  of  the  United  States,  to  satisfy  any 
feir  oMm  on  the  justice  and  good  faith  of  the  Eedeval  Q-overament. 

My  object  therefore  sir  is  to  invite  your  attention  to  this  subject, 
with  asltldlyy  wllj         t        dp  nding  the 

unavoid  hldlyfl       It        tp  fmy  Iran  expres- 


aion  of    p 
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h                  th     ty  t 
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pressly  d  1  j 
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t        f  (h    University. 

Neverth  I 

I    m       th        ghly  p         d  d  th  t        so  d    ng,  I  shall 
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tm     t 
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If  th        p  nsibility  of 
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fth     I          f"\     g 

la          mp       d  hy      t^tement  of 
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t        1   t    It    I 
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ta      It  m 

t        1  dify    ■>  one   on 

tion,  whose  interests  aie  partly  confided  to  m 

ill       I]    1             11       llUlll^LllLl 

y  cnre,  I  trust,  sii    thit 

I  may  yenture,  without  the  appearance  of  offiaous  ariogance,  to  sng 
gest  such  arguments  as  occur  to  my  recollection,  in  behalf  of  this 
claim,  tending  to  recommend  it  to  a  favorable  recLption  on  the  put  of 
the  govBi-umont  of  the  Union. 

You  are  aware,  sir,  that,  with  the  exception  ot  a  smill  '■uni  ot  prm 
cipal,  still  suspended  for  the  want  of  regalti  \ouchers,  the  existing 
claim  of  Virginia  is  a  claim  for  interest  on  the  mw  il\  intel  to  thj 
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General  Gtovemment  by  the  State,  for  and  on  account  of  espendi- 
tures  iooxirved  in  its  necessary  defence,  ditring  the  progress  of  the  late 
war.  What  proportion  of  thh  claim  consists  of  iaterest  actually  paid 
ly  the  State  on  loans  negotiated  to  defi-ay  the  expenses  of  the  war,  I 
am  not  exactly  lufornied ;  but,  as  I  know  that  the  amount  is  more 
than  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  «ippropriation  to  the  UniTersity,  and  as  I 
d  tl  p  rfc  f  ih  1  m  tinding  on  higher  ground  than  the 
d  Iwldwhy  t  g  d  it  as  the  exclusive  subject  of  my 
P         t    Pll 

It    ppeaM  th       f    m  th    p         t  state  of  the  claim,  that  the  suc- 
ss    f  tb     pp    p     tl      t    t!     University  of  Tirginia,  depends 
nt    lly        th  g    t        by  this  fjovernment  of  the  priaciple, 

thtneetai  t       hndto  refund  tlie  interest  paid  for 

m  L       w  d       d      p     1  d  f  1'  its  benefit  and  accommodation, 

w  tl      t  p  '1       y      I       Ij  given  by  the  government. 

T    tl      p        jl    I      d     t     i  tl  ere  ai-e  two  objections : 
r     t    It        11      d  t     I  t     y  to  the  established  usage  of  the 

g  t 

D  1       d  to  be  founded  iu  good  policy. 

f  the  government,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
wh  ch  the  government  has  uniformly 
)   lly  up^n  investigation,  it  would  ap- 
1  exceptions.     Permit  me  to  invite 
pt  which,  if  I  am  not  incorrectly 

d  t     ei-tain  western  contractors,  during 
t  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  superin- 
Whethei   the  rule  be,   or  be  not, 
1     em,  theietoie,  that  there    iie  cases 
fdpt        w         tlnth      I  nion  of  the  goveinmeiit,  by  the  ex- 
t        1  w     f  tl     U    t  d  SM 

&        1]\    Th       sd        t        11     "d,  1--  foundeil  on  good  policy,  ^nd 
ght       1 1    1      1  i      I  h        sought  foi  infoiraation  as  to  the 

a  wl    h  th         g        b  ttomed,  aud  T  unJeistaud  that  the 
p        plfnttb        \y     aa  thU  the  government  of  tlie  XTni 

t  d  St  t  pp      d  t    b      t    11  times  leidy  to  meet  it?  engjge- 

m    ts        1  th  t  th    p  ym     t    f     teie^t  would  furnish  an  inducement 
toth    p  bl  dtors  t    h  Id     p  their  claims,  and  thereby  pi  event 

the  timely  liquidation  of  accounts,  and  the  regulai  disuhaige  of  the 
public  debts. 
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It  is  not  my  purpcett,  sir,  to  discnss  tiie  merits  of  the  usage,  as  a 
general  ajstem  of  policy;  nor  attempt  to  disprove  tlie  general  verity 
and  Boundness  of  the  reasoning  hy  which  it  is  supposed  to  he  justified 
and  supported.  My  object  does  not  require  it;  and  I  would  not  pre- 
sumptuously intrude  upon  discussions  not  necessarily  connected  with 
my  auhject.  My  purpose  simply  is,  to  endeavor  to  demonstrate,  to 
your  satisfaction,  that  the  reaison  alleged  in  support  of  the  existing 
usage  of  the  government,  does  not  apply  to  the  claim  of  Virginia; 
and,  consequently,  that  this  claim  constitutes  a  fit  subject  for  an  ex- 
ception to  the  rale. 

Ttiere  are,  sir,  various  grounds  on  which  I  could  contend,  that  the 
prevailing  usage  of  the  Department  of  War  should  not  be  applied  to 
th     I    m     f  T  f  mb       m    t    f  tii        t  actually 

p    d  by  th    ^t  t»      B  t  th  wl    h  I  p    p  w  t    i-ely,  is 

th  t    f  tl     ]  be    1        d    t    f"\     g        t         d    th  nm  nt  of  the 

U    t  1  Stat     f   m  tl         mm        m     1 1    th  1  f  the  war. 

I    h  11       t  p         d  t  t  1    1  nd  com- 

ll  tch    I    y    f  th      t    t  1       d     t    t  tl      ^t  t      f  Virginia, 

th      gl      t  th    1       d  t      h    h  I    II  d        Tl  bj    t        its  out- 

1  d  ftdtl  IdyLw         dp  s^ession  of 

th  m    t     Th  t  p    t   f  th  i    t   f  th   8    tc  t    which  I 

wish  p    t     !    ]y  t    d    w  V         tte  t        L.  th  j  d  by  the 

G         1  A     mbly         th        hj    t    f  th       d  t    tl      General 

G-  t        d    m  1        ily  f,    d  t     Ih  y  interest 

wh   h  f  th    b  f      y  1  t     nl     t  Tl        ire  some 
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What  at  fhit  time  wis  the  «ituition  of  Virspnin  ? 

Upwards  of  i  year  had  elapsed  since  the  enemy  s  fleet  had.  entered 
the  Chesapeake  Our  commerce  was  cut  off  our  agriculture  be- 
uumbed  tui  resomcea,  both  public  anl  piivito,  greatly  curtailed. 
A  poweiful  British  squadron  rode  triumphant  m  our  waters.  Our 
maritime  t"wiis  weie  threatened  TMth  eonfiaj.Tafion  The  slave  popu- 
lation w  n,  inst  jjilel  tj  1  IMh  q      I:    1    jifi.  of  the  exertious  of  a 
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vigilant  executive,  and  a  bi-ave  militia,  ever  ready  to  meet  the  foe, 
the  enemy  having  command  of  our  waters,  and  choosing  his  points  of 
attack,  invaded  our  ehoies  and  CKtended  his  ravages  along  the  exten- 
sive line  of  our  eastern  borders.  It  waa  the  avowed  object  of  the 
enemy,  to  make  Virginia  feel  the  woi^st  effects  of  a  war,  of  which  she' 
had  been  one  of  the  earliest,  most  steadfast,  and  decided  advocates. 
Hai-assed  by  difficulties,  foreign  and  domestic,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  was  unable  to  fulfill  its  own  patriotic  intentions,  and  to 
meet  the  esigeneies  of  an  extended  empire.  True  to  herself  and 
faithful  to  the  Union,  the  State  of  Virginia,  from  the  first  moment  of 
invasion,  put  forth  her  resources  with  a  liberal  and  unspariug  hand. 
From  the  most  remote  extremities  of  her  territory,  her  citizens 
marched,  at  the  call  of  the  law,  to  the  defence  of  any  and  every  part 
of  this  extensive  empire.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
her  government,  the  State,  by  taxes  and  by  loans,  augmented  her 
military  contingent  fund,  and,  on  all  occasions,  was  ready  to  antici- 
pate, or  to  support  the  government  of  the  Union.  The  experience  of 
the  past,  and  the  prospect  of  the  future,  erjually  pointed  to  the  policy 
of  husbanding  her  peuulnii  resources,  and  of  providing,  by  cveiy  pos 
Bible  expedient,  foi  the  dtfcnce  of  hei  maiitime  boider^i,  igainst  a 
powerful  enemy,  d  iring  a  wai  of  indeflnite  continuance 

This  rapid  sketch  will  suffice  io  leoall  to  your  view  the  i  =iti  n  'i 
the  State  of  Virgina  at  the  close  of  the  winter  ot  ISll 

In  such  a  situation,  tho  financial  relations  of  the  St  ite  filled  with 
inquietude  the  minds  of  some  of  oni  must  lespectable  citizens  The 
abortive  attempts  heietefore  made  thmui^h  the  oxecutivp  branch  of 
the  government,  for  the  puipoae  of  effecting  an  adjustment  of  our 
account,  produced,  ^s  waa  ddmitted  by  ill,  fiom  a  want  of  neithei 
zeal  nor  ability  in  the  agency  which  hid  bee  i  employed,  gave  use  to 
the  idea  of  enlisting  the  weight  and  luthoiity  of  the  General  Abiem- 
bly  of  Virginia  on  the  aide  of  in  imme  liati,  settlement  and  di-icharge 
of  the  debt. 

From  these  considerations,  the  accompanying  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions,* presenting  a  lucid  view  of  the  claims  of  the  State,  and  author- 
ising the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  and  convenient  and  accom- 
modating terms  of  payment,  were  introduced  into  tho  Iloiise  of  Dele- 


-"■  See  Juurnal  of  tlio  House  of  Dakgates  for  scssioa  1813-11 
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gates  ty  a  distinguished  member  of  tLe  body,  passed  unanimously, 
and  sent  up  to  tlie  Senate. 

In  an  animated  and  protracted  debate,  whicli  arose  in  the  Senate 
on  this  oGoasion,  a3I  the  bearings  of  the  proposed  resolutions,  as  well 
upon  the  interests  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  as  upon  those  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  were  fully  developed  to  the  view  of  the 
body.  They  were  advocated  upon  the  ground,  that  suet  i  settlement 
and  such  terms  of  payment  as  those  which  were  authonzed  by  th^e 
resolutions,  were  necessary  to  the  State,  and  would  be  advintageona 
to  both  the  governments.  They  were  opposed  upon  the  ground  that, 
although  the  terms  of  payment  were  accommodating  to  the  gi.\ern 
ment  of  the  United  States,  and  reimbursement  waa  de^nable  to  the 
State,  yet  the  measure,  for  various  reasons,  was  not  necessaiy,  and 
might  be  pi-oduotive  of  inconvenience  to  the  G-eneral  G-overament. 

On  this  occasion  the  question  of  interest  upon  our  advances  to  tl>e 
General  Government,  was  brought  distinctly  into  view.  And  although 
it  was  contended,  on  the  side  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure,  that 
the  apprehensions  entertained  of  the  hostile  aspect  ixnder  which  it 
would  exhibit  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  in  its  relations  to  the 
Genera]  Government,  were  not  justitted  by  its  ohai-acter  or  tendency; 
and  although  it  was  attempted  to  be  shown,  that  the  fears  were 
visionary,  which  were  suggested  as  to  the  ineonvenience  that  a  de- 
mand of  the  interest  might  bring  upon  that  government,  nevertheless, 
views  of  a  very  opposite  desciiption  were  zealously  and  confidently 
expressed  by  those  members  of  the  Senate  who  rose  on  the  side  of  the 
opposition.  It  was  sfated,  moat  earnestly,  by  the  opponents  of  the 
measure,  among  many  other  arguments  "  that  it  would  have  the 
aspect  of  arraying  the  State  of  Vir^,  n       gantthG  IC         n 

ment,  which  would  produce  an  injn     u.     mp  n  th       th 

States  and  on  the  enemy ;  that  ad  tut    n      ght  t    !      1    wn  I 
tween  the  ultimate  security  ofou      Im      nit      nmlt     ds 
charge ;  that  we  should,  by  moving  at  th     t  m     m       all  tl  1 

tflr  States,  whose  claims  might  not  be  as  era  11  th  y  w  re  repre- 
sented; that  although  Virginia  might  be  will  ag  t  t  k  took,  the 
other  States  might  insist  on  immediate  paym  t  t  11  that  even 
if  they  should  be  willing  to  take  stock,  the  n  *y    ^  P       ^^°g  for 

tlie  interest,  at  the  existing  crisis,  might  emb  th    G      ral  Gov- 

ernment, or  call  for  additional  faxes,  or  affe  t  th  f  the  loan 

of  (525,000,000;  that  our  peace  establishment,  and  thcioterest  of  the 
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public  debt,  alreaiJy  amounted  to  113,000,000,  ind  our  rt.veTiin  only 
$10,000,000;  that  the  reveuue  on  the  side  of  the  euitomi  woull 
fall  off,  while  the  internal  revenue  oould  not  be  nngmented  without 
difficulty;  and,  that  the  amount  of  our  claim  had  been  fundeJ,  and 
fJiere  was  no  necessity,  at  this  time,  to  fresi  for  pnymeni  o-n  the  Oene 
ral  Government." 
In  £f  m 
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indiscreet  or  untimely  movement,  cripple  the  credit  of  tlie  Federal 
GoTernmentj  and  tliereby  impair  its  ability  to  sustain  tlie  war,  to  the 
declaration  of  wliieh  ttey  bad  themselves  been  mainly  icstinimental. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  request  your  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
claim  of  Virginia  wbich  is  founded  on  a  loan  made  by  the  Executive 
of  the  Stat«,  in  the  month  of  September,  1814,  and  subsequently 
sanctioned  by  the  General  Assembly.  It  would  seem  to  me,  that  the 
interest  paid  by  the  State,  on  the  loan  which  was  then  negotiated, 
fastens  itself  with  irresistible  force  on  the  justice  and  good  faith  of 
the  Government  of  the  Union.  The  very  impressive  circumstances 
under  which  this  loan  waa  effected,  deserve  well  to  be  recalled  to  your 
recollection. 

The  metropolis  of  the  Union  had  just  fallen  under  the  arm  of  the 
invader,  and  the  capitoI  of  the  nation  had  been  wrapped  in  flames. 
Flushed  with  victory,  and  esulting  in  the  trophies  recenflj  won  at 
our  espense,  the  British  army  was  descending  to  the  Chesapeake,  and 
threatened  to  strike  at  the  metropolis  of  Virginia.  The  crisis  called 
for  vigorous  measures.  With  a  promptitude  and  energy  demanded 
by  the  occasion,  the  Governor  of  Virginia  called  upon  the  people  of 
the  State  to  rally  to  his  sfandard,  and  meet  the  expected  invaders. 
An  increasing  army  was  rapiiily  thrown  belween  the  metropolis  of 
Virginia  and  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake.  On  the  1st  September, 
1814,  this  impressive  letter  is  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  by 
Mr,  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of  War; 

"The  enemy  have  embarked  OD  board  their  v^sels  on  the  Patux- 
ent,  and  will,  as  I  presume,  in  execution  of  their  desolating  system, 
proceed  immediately  to  some  other  of  our  principal  towns.  Norfolk 
is  known  to  be  one  on  which  they  have  fixed  their  attentio 
more  and  Richmond  are  others.  Against  which  they  will  m* 
first  instance,  will  not  be  known  till  they  land  their  mou  in 
direction  towards  it.  Be  ou  your  guard,  prepared  at  every  point,  and 
in  all  circumstances,  to  repel  the  invaders." 

Was  it  possible  for  the  Federal  Government  to  make  a  more  power- 
fijl  call  upon  the  forces  of  the  State  f  Had  the  Governor  of  Virginia 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  a  warning  like  this,  would  he  not  have  acted  the 
part  of  a  traitor  ?  At  a  crisis  like  this  our  State  treasuiy  is  exhausted, 
not  even  a  dollar  remaining.  The  United  States  are  unable  to  furnish 
either  supplies  or  money  to  meet  the  crying  emergencies  of  the  nio- 
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mfiDt;  funds  must  be  obtainecl,  or  tlie  forces  disbanded,  and  tlic 
eon  a  try  thrown  open  to  the  invader. 

It  was  in  this  embarrassed  situation  that  I  found  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  in  mj  first  interview  with  him,  after  my  artiva]  at  his  head- 
quarters. Unfolding  to  me  the  dangers  of  the  State,  and  pointing 
my  attention  to  the  secretary's  letter,  he  requested  my  co-operation, 
as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  in  procuring  the  ftinds  indispensably 
necessary  to  prevent  the  disbandment  of  the  army.  In  compliance 
with  his  wishes,  I  waited  on  the  principal  stookhoHars  of  the  Far- 
mers Bank  of  Virginia,  and,  in  the  preliminary  explanations  which  I 
made,  in  conformity  to  his  instructions,  I  relied  on  the  contents  of  the 
letter  recently  received  from  the  Seoretaiy  of  War.  A  loan  of  about 
8200,000  was  subsequently  effected,  tiirough  the  regular  organs  of  the 
State,  and  the  bank  requiring  the  individual  responsibility  of  the  then 
Governor  and  Treasurer  of  the  State,  those  officers  did  not  hesitate 
at  the  condition  demanded;  relying,  for  indemnity,  on  the  judgment 
and  magnanimity  of  their  country.  The  Legislature  of  Virginia,  at 
its  ensuing  session,  proceeded  with  promptitude  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  debt ;  and  the  interest  which  was  paid  to  the  bankj 
for  money  thus  bovrowed,  as  I  may  say,  at  the  instance  of  this  Govern- 
ment, constitutes  a  part  of  the  claim  of  Virginia  now  submitted  to 
your  consideration. 

Suffer  me  now,  sir,  to  invite  yoar  attention  to  the  fiHancial  services 
of  Virginia  in  the  memorable  winter  of  1814  and  '15.  This  was  a 
period  calculated  t  t  t  th  1  y  Hy  f  tl  State  to  the  government  of 
the  Union.  We  th  n  ti,  1  d  gl  1  anded,  against  a  poweiful 
foe.  His  fleets  c  d  th  Ohes  j  1  His  canvass  whitened  on 
all  the  rivers  of  V   gi  &t      gth      d  by  victorious  legions  from 

the  continent  of  B  p  fh  n  mj  w  da  savage  warfare  through- 
out the  line  of  ou  E  t  fi  nt  N^  w  spread  out  into  predatory 
bands,  he  wasted  f  h  h  es  f  th  Ch  s.  p  ake,  and  steered  his  course 
on  the  midnight  w  !  j  th  1  ht  f  flaming  habitations.  Next 
concentrating  his  f  h  th  f  n  d  th  interior  of  the  State,  and 
menaced  our  prin  j  1  f  w  1  f  t  fl  [  positions  A  brive  militia, 
whose  ranks  had  b  tly  th  ned  by  the  sultiy  suns  of  summer, 
nest  were  wasted,  by  marches  and  counter  marches,  through  the  floods 
of  autumn  and  through  the  snows  of  winter  The  second  year  now 
hastened  to  its  term,  since  the  British  fltet  had  enteitd  the  Chesa- 
peake, and  now  the  war  seemed  but  ju  t  1  e^mi  iia_,,  t  ilh  L\erj  pros- 
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peet  of  indefinite  duration.  That  I  do  not  charge  the  piotiire  with 
fictilious  colors,  I  appeal,  in  my  justification,  to  your  own  candid 
recollections. 

At  this  critical  stage  of  the  contest,  what  was  the  situation  of  your 
military  chest  in  Virginia?  There  were  periods  at  which  it  was  totally 
exhausted.  Even  the  moat  inconsiderable  claims  were  unavoidably 
postponed,  for  want  of  money,  by  the  regular  and  authorized  agents 
of  your  government.     Instances  fell  under  my  own  observation. 

What,  permit  me  to  ask,  was  the  spirit  which,  at  this  time,  reigned 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  that  leading  branch  of  our 
government,  at  once  ihe  index  to  the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  the 
organ  of  its  will  ?  Did  it  murmur  at  the  unequal  pressure  of  the 
war,  or  the  want  of  adequate  protection,  or  the  amount  of  its  ad- 
vances? Did  it  forfeit  its  pledges,  or  abandon  its  loyalty,  or  waver 
in  its  counsels,  or  oscillate  in  its  coursef  Did  it  require  the  re-im- 
buiaement  of  the  million  in  arrears,  or  demand  guarantees  against 
unequal  burthens  for  the  future  ?  Turn,  I  beseech  you,  to  its  records, 
and  once  more  examine  its  course.  No,  sir;  our  coffers  were  still 
open  to  yoa,  and  our  advances  still  continued.  When  your  funds  fell 
short,  we  hastened  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Wherever  you  appeared 
weak,  we  endeavored  to  add  to  your  strength ;  wherever  you  seemed 
naked,  we  sought  to  draw  a  veil  over  your  iuGrmities,  and  to  hide 
them  from  the  eyes  of  the  enemy.  To  ensure  the  defence,  to  which 
we  were  clearly  entitled,  we  again  and  again  went  into  the  market  and 
borrowed  money,  and  funded  the  debts,  and  paid  the  interest,  until 
finally,  at  the  close  of  the  contest,  the  amount  of  out  advances  fell  but 
little  short  of  $2,01(0,000.  All  descriptions  of  politicians,  both  Houses 
of  Assembly,  all  departments  of  the  government,  enlightened  citizena 
tJiroug\wut  the  State,  all  mingled  in  joint  counsels,  to  devise  the  best 
means  to  h'^ply  the  funds  necessary  to  sustain  the  army,  and  to  main- 
tain the  isar.  The  barrier  between  the  two  governments  appeared, 
for  the  ti'uiB,  to  be  prosti'ate.  One  common  treasury  seemed  to  exist 
between  ua. 

In  the  midst  of  advances  so  heavy,  and  so  well  calculated  to  test 
Ihe  genuine  feelings  of  the  Slate,  the  (ifeneral  Assembly  of  Virginia 
continued  to  hold,  to  the  last  hour  of  the  contest,  this  course  of  gene- 
rous confidence, of  delicate  forbeirance,  of  exalted  devotion;  turning 
a  deaf  ear  to  every  proposition,  however  demanded  by  all  the  sugges- 
tions of  ordiuiiry  prudence,  which  might  be  calculated,  in  the  most 
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distant  manner,  to  draw  into  question  the  ¥ery  aroioalile  and  liberal 
relations  that  always  existed  i)etween  the  two  govemraents.  As  far, 
sir,  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  (for  I  write  from  memoty,  and  with- 
out aooesa  or  reference  to  all  the  dooiiments  on  this  subject,)  it  was  not 
till  some  time  after  the  storm  was  over,  and  your  financial  troubles  at 
an  end,  that  it  adopted  any  resolutions  whatsoever  on  the  subject  of 
ita  advances. 

And  I  think  myself  warranted  in  declaring,  that  nothing  could  have 
been  more  grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  than  t* 
diacover,  in  the  event,  how  completely  their  oonEdeuoe  was  justified. 
It  was,  I  assure  you,  with  the  most  cordial  satisfaction  that  we  reoeiyed 
from  the  present  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  his  state- 
ment of  the  very  impressive  manner  In  which  he  was  met  by  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  auspices  of  the  whole 
Cabinet  at  Washington.  With  a  promptitude  and  decision  which  did 
honor  to  the  government,  the  whole  amount  of  our  principal  debt 
(with  the  exception  of  a  small  part  not  supported  by  proper  vouchers) 
was  unhesitatingly  allowed,  and  immediately  discharged.  The  im- 
pression made  in  the  State  of  Virginia  was,  I  as'mre  you,  of  the  most 
pleasing  and  durable  character;  equally  honorable,  in  my  humble 
estimation,  to  both  the  parties  concerned. 

Nor  has  anything  yet  occurred,  on  the  subject  of  our  interest  claim, 
to  shate  my  convictions  that  it  must,  and  will,  eventually,  meet  with 
the  same  liberal  reception.  This  part  of  the  ckim,  if  I  am  not  under 
a  misapprehension,  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  brought  in  regular  form 
before  the  government;  and,  perhaps,  this  furnishes  the  reason  why 
its  concomitant  circumstances  should  heretofore  have  commanded  so 
little  of  the  public  attention. 

Having  been  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
throughout  the  period  of  the  lafe  war,  I  think  myself  well  informed 
of  the  genius  of  its  counsels,  and  the  spirit  of  its  measures,  Lest, 
however,  I  might  labor  under  a  delusion,  I  have  made  it  my  business 
to  call  on  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  from  Virginia,  who  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
transactions  of  the  times,  and  have  ascertained  that  they  uuite  with 
rce  in  these  recollections,  and  concur  in  the  views  which  I  now  present 
to  you. 

Having  requested  your  decision  on  this  interesting  question,  1  have 
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considered  this  narratlvo  due  to  tlie  character  of  Virgiuia  and  th 
juatice  of  the  Union. 

I  have  the  honoi',  sir,  to  be, 

Witli  tlie  highest  consideration, 

Your  oh ed lent  servant, 

I  0.  CabelIj. 


0(.). 

A  BILL  FOR  THE  MSCONTINUARCR  OF  HIE  COLLEGE  OF  WILLIAM 
k  MARY.  AND  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  OTHER  COLLEGES  IN 
CONVENIEKT  DISTRIBUTION  OYER  THE  STATE. 

[The  following  bill  was  intended  to  be  offered  as  a  substitute  for 
any  bill  which  might  be  brought  forward,  at  the  session  of  1824-25, 
for  removing  the  College  of  William  &  Mary  to  the  city  of  Biohmond. 
The  rejection  of  the  resolution  I'ecommencled  by  the  Committee  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  put  an  end  to  the  discussion,  and  prevented 
this  hill  from,  being  brought  forward.] 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  this  General  Assembly,  by  the 
Visitors  and  Professors  of  the  College  of  William  &  Mary,  that  the 
said  College,  from  circumstances  of  climate  or  other  causes  unknown, 
has  fallen  much  into  disuse,  has  generally  few  students,  and  no  longer 
answers  the  purposes  of  its  institution ;  and  whereas  the  said  College 
was  originally  established  by  the  public  aathorities  of  the  country,  to 
which  the  administration  of  its  affairs  was  then  confided  in  trust  for 
the  public  purposes,  and  was  endowed  principally  by  large  grants  of 
land,  the  property  of  the  public,  partly  also  by  a  duty  levied  on  the 
public  on  certain  imports  of  their  produce  (which  continued  to  be 
paid  until  the  late  revolution),  and  partly  by  certain  fees  and  perc(ui- 
sites  granted  by  authority  of  the  laws,  and  continuing  still  to  be  paid, 
which  several  endowments  were  vested  in  the  said  College  in  trust  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  public  towards  the  education  of  the  youth 
of  the  country,  and  now  failing  to  answer  that  purpose,  it  has  become 
necessary  so  to  dispose  anew  of  the  said  endowments  as  that  they  may 
fulfil!  more  effectually  their  original  purpose  of  education ;  and  on  the 
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discontinuance  of  the  said  College,  the  said  endowments  of  property 
reverting  of  Hght  to  the  citizens  of  the  State  generally,  it  is  just  and 
espedient  that  its  new  di.=pr  sition  be  such  as  by  establishing  the 
means  of  education  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  they  may  be 
placed  more  within  the  reach  and  convenience  of  its  citizens  generally. 

1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  General  Aswmhly,  That  the  eaid 
College  of  William  &  Mary,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November 
in  the  ensuing  year  1826,  shall  be  discontinued  .and  dissolved,  and, 
instead  thereof,  there  shall  be  established  a  college  at,  or  within  one 
mile,  respectively,  of  each  of  the  following  places,  to  wit:  at  Wil- 
Ijamsbui'g,  Hampden  Sidney,  Lynchhiirg,  Richmond,  Fredericksburg, 
Winchester,  Staunton,  Fincastle,  Lewisburg,  and  Olarkaburg, 

2.  To  the  College  of  Williamsburg  shall  be  appi'opriated  the  build- 
ings now  esisting  of  the  College  of  William  &  Mary,  the  tract  of 
land  whereon  they  are  situated,  the  library,  apparatus,  furniture  and 
other  appurtenances  of  every  hind  to  the  same  belongingj  and  to  the 
same  College  shall  be  attached  all  the  foundationa  and  donations  for 
the  education  of  youth  heretofore  given  hy  private  individuals,  and 
now  held  by  the  said  College  of  William  &  Mary,  with  all  the  truslB 
and  powers  respecting  the  same  which  may  now  be  lawfully  exercised 
by  the  authorities  of  the  said  College  of  William  &  Mary.  Saving, 
nevertheless,  to  all  persons  any  rights  in  the  said  foundations  or  dona- 
tions which,  on  the  discontinuance  of  the  said  College  of  William  & 
Mary,  may  be  legally  devolved  on  them. 

3.  The  residue  of  the  property,  real  and  personal,  in  possession  or 
in  right  or  action,  now  belonging  to  the  said  College  of  William  & 
Mary,  after  paying  the  juat  debts  of  the  eaid  College  now  due,  and 
its  reasonable  maintenance  until  the  day  of  its  dissolution,  shall  con- 
stitute a  fund  for  procuring  grounds  and  erecting  the  necessaiy  build- 
ings at  the  places  aforesaid,  to  each  of  which  shall  be  allotted  an 
equal  portion  of  the  paid  residuary  property. 

4.  Immediately  after  the  dissolution  aforesaid  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council, 
for  each  of  the  said  Colleges,  seven  Visitors,  living  each  of  them  nearer 
to  that  for  which  he  is  appointed  than  to  any  other  of  the  said  Col- 
leges', of  which  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  persons  so  appointed,  wKo 
Bhall  thereupon,  on  a  day  to  be  named  by  the  Governor  with  advice 
an3  consent  of  the  Council,  assemble  each  at  the  place  at  or  near  which 
their  respective  College  m  to  he  established,  or  on  the  first  day  there- 
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after  at  wtich  a  full  meeting  can  be  obtained,  and  shall  proceed  to 
choose  a  site  for  their  Collage  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  their  approbation  or 
rejection ;  and  if  rejeoled,  a  new  ehoioe  shall  be  made  hy  the  said 
Visitors  until  such  a  site  shall  be  proposed  as  the  same  authority  shall 
approve. 

[The  sections  of  this  bill,  from  5  to  16  incInsiTB,  ooirespoiiii  mutatis  mu- 
tandis with  saotions  17,  18,  21,  22,  23,  25,  20,  27,  28,  30,  42,  of  Mr.  Jeffe^- 
Eon'a  faill  for  establishing  b.  system  of  public  education,  already  given. 
Appendix  G.] 

17.  And  he  ii  fui-lJier  enacted,  That  the  aalaries  of  the  present  pro- 
fessora  of  the  College  of  William  &  Maiy  shall  be  continued  to  them 
until  the  opening  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  Colleges  provided  for 
in  this  act,  they  continuing  their  services  in  William  &  Mary  until 
its  discontinuance;  and,  raoreover,  that  if  the  competent  authorities 
of  the  present  Academy  of  Hampden  Sidney  shall  not  consent  that 
the  same  shall  become  a  pablic  institution,  subject  to  the  laws,  regu- 
lations, benefits  and  respotisihililies  herein  provided  for  the  other 
Colleges,  then  a  site  shall  he  eeleated  in  the  county  of  Nottoway  by 
the  Visitors  to  be  appointed  as  provided  for  the  other  Colleges,  and 
to  the  College  there  to  be  erected  shall  be  transferred  all  the  provisions 
and  benefits  proposed  in  this  act  to  the  said  Academy  of  Hampden 
Sidney,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  College  of  Nottoway  had  been 
heteiu  named  instead  of  that  of  Hampden  Sidney. 


0(b). 

TO  THE  GENEKAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  VIEGINIA. 

Ono  who  feels  an  interest,  in  common  with  his  fellow-citizens,  in 
the  literary  institutions  of  the  State,  bega  leave  most  respectfully  to 
submit  to  yoTir  perusal  and  ooosideration  the  subjoined  letters  and 
papers,  accompanied  by  a  few  explanatory  observations. 

These  documents,  gentlemen,  deserve  your  serious  attention,  as  well 
on  account  of  their  own  intrinsic  merit,  as  of  the  distinguished  source 
from  which  they  emanated.     They  shed  useful  lights  on  the  petitions 
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now  preforred  from  various  parts  of  th3  Commonwealth  for  aids  to 
the  intermediate  seminaries ;  and  esbibit  in  a  striking  point  of  view 
the  long-continued  and  anxious  efforts  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  men 
to  improve  the  mora!  condition  of  his  countrymen,  hj  the  introduction 
of  a  general  system  of  public  instruction. 

The  bill  from  which  the  subjoined  sections  are  extracted  ia  entitled 
"A.  bill  for  establishing  a  system  of  public  education  "  and  provides 
wh      Bch  m     f  n  f  d    — 

PmSh  C  a  IrsyTh 

mllh  8()-  oa  mmh 

h&raAbwhw  nd  b  hm 

xa  MJff  d  hwhbn 

mkhm  m  pdh 

L  fhS  Thbilwhgw  hp 

whh  nwaiwff 

by  a 


81     18 
,        m 
h    L 


V  g 


Amyh         mbghf  m                    h 

D                     d     h                b      g     h  9 

Th    f      d                         m  d      h  mos                     to 

te  p    ts                    p   m  d  h 

m            hHu.                 g  eippes 

dto                             mpmy  ywhh 

!                    b           d              hph  bwhh 

hbppdd                  d  nhfin               ffi 


dpb  hfej  p  p 

h  gwhymffhgw 

n  ppd  whhpra  boo 

w  fliaffhberadm  n 

lis        tow    d     b        d  w  ra  h  g 

U  ddmbh  yundh  b 

meUdhd  Lpp  pnghU  y 

being  heavy  and  pressing,  these  efforts  have  eonseijuently  proved  abor- 
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Q  favor  of  oiia  college  has  invariably  been  accom- 
panied by  similav  movements  in  favor  of  many  others;  and,  the  funds 
being  iusafficient  for  a  general  appfopriation,  all  have  failed  of  success. 

At  the  session  of  1820—21,  a  general  appropriation  was  made  in 
favor  of  the  colleges  thereafter  to  be  established  or  patronized,  of  the 
Siirplua  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  till  it  should  reach  the  araonnt 
of  520,000  per  annum,  which  was  partially  repealed  in  favor  of  the 
University  at  the  last  session  of  the  Assembly.  No  surplus  having 
yet  accrued,  no  specific  appropriation  in  favor  of  the  colleges  has 
heretofore  taken  place;  and  this  part  of  the  system  lies  over  awaiting 
the  tardy  increase  of  the  literary  (and. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  College  of  William  &  Mary  comes  be- 
fore you;  and,  upon  the  gronnd  that  it  can  no  longer  accomplish  the 
end  of  its  institution  at  Williamsburg,  invites  you  to  give  it  a  differ- 
ent location. 

You  will  doubtless  inquire,  both  impartially  and  diligently  into  all 
the  causes  of  the  present  reduced  situation  of  this  ancient  establish- 
ment. It  is  for  you  to  decide  what  influence  is  due  to  the  various 
causes  alleged — to  the  charter;  or  to  the  administration  under  the 
oharfer;  to  the  present  location  of  the  institution,  or  to  the  expected 
Opening  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  It  is  your  province  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  causes  of  its  fiulure  he  temporary  or  permanent; 
and  whether,  upon  a  full  and  candid  inquiry  into  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  old  site  or  a  new  location  will  be  most  condu- 
cive to  the  interests  of  literature 

Should  you  howevei  be  finally  convinced  that  yo  ii  luty  to  the 
people  reqiir  s  you  to  give  a  new  liajosition  tc  the  funis  of  the 
college  the  question  will  then  arise  whethei  the  fetition  of  the  "Vist 
toil  ind  pi  fesaoi  dies  not  furnish  a  propiti  us  oca  ion  foi  hastening 
the  aconmplishment  of  the  c  Uegute  part  ot  on  system  of  jublic 
instruction  and  whether  instead  ot  transj  otting  to  the  ify  ot  Eieh 
jnond  the  whole  of  these  extensive  end  ivmeits  unle  their  present 
mganization  it  would  not  be  equilly  the  dictate  of  justice  anlof 
polioj  to  divile  and  to  distribute  them  over  the  s  iface  of  the  "^tite 
upon  a  plan  analogo  is  to  that  recoinm  nded  by  Mr  Jeffeisoa  i  the 
year  181"  taking  care  to  select  foi  sites  of  the  new  i,Dllegei  such 
places  as  Richmond  Fielenchshurg  Lynchburg  Staunton  Lewis 
buig  Ciaiksburg  &o  ind  to  support  a  seminary  of  equal  grade  with 
the  others,  in  the  eciifiee  now  occupied  by  the  ancient  institution. 
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A  proportion  wliich  calls  foi  ohaii^ba  t.o  row  and  so  extensive,  will 
doubtless  meet  with  much  cpposition  I  respectfully  invito  jou  not 
hastily  to  condemn  it;  to  subject  it  to  the  test  ot  the  most  rigid 
acmtinj;  and  to  compare  its  lesults  with  the  idvintages  of  the  plan 
of  removal  to  Bichraond, 

In  regard  to  the  details  of  the  plan  esliibited  in  the  subjoined  bill, 
amendments  might  be  made  at  diacietion  It  is  thi  outline  only,  with 
such  of  the  details  as  on  revision  mit,lit  be  ipproied,  that  is  recom- 
mended as  a  prelevable  raeaanie  on  the  f  resent  occasion. 

You  will  perceive  that,  atcordug  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Jeffoi-son, 
each  college  will  reqnire  an  ajpiDp  lation  as  follows,  for  lands  $iOO; 
for  buildings  I7,3t-';  for  paying  the  salary  of  I5UII  to  each  of  two 
professors,  816,666  66.  In  short,  ench  o  Uege  would  require  for  its 
necessary  lands  and  building,a  in  appuprntion  ot  ST, 812,  and  for  the 
supply  of  the  salai-y  of  its  two  profesaon  a  fuithcr  advance  of 
$16,066  66,  or  a  total  capital  of  $24,508  66.  Conaecjuently  the  nine 
colleges  wouJd  require  the  following  outlay  ;  For  lands  and  buildings 
$70,578 ;  for  the  purpose  of  raising  salaries  1150,000 ;  or  an  aggre- 
gate amount  of  $220,578. 

But,  if  the  colleges  should  be  distributed  and  located  with  a  view 
to  the  present  buildings  of  William  &  Mary,  as  a  part  of  the  system, 
it  would  probably  become  necessary  to  increase  the  number,  and  to 
have  ten  of  these  iobtitutions  in  the  State.  Let  this  be  supposed  for 
the  sake  of  argument  and  illustration. 

The  account  would  then  stand  as  follows :  For  hinds  and  build- 
ings for  nine  new  colleges  870,578;  for  raising  the  salaries  of  twenty 
professors  in  the  ten  colleges  $166,666  66 ;  maiiag  an  aggregate 
amount  of  8237,244  66. 

For  the  sum  then  of  9237,244  66,  the  whole  Stat«  of  Virginia 
could,  according  to  this  estimate,  be  supplied  with  these  eolkgi;ite 
establishments. 

It  will  be  said,  perhaps,  that  this  estimate  is  too  low,  and,  in  the 
end,  will  be  found  fallacious  and  deceptive.  Docs  the  supposed  error 
lie  in  the  allowance  for  the  lands  and  buildings,  or  in  that  for  the 
salaries  of  the  professors? 

It  is  presumed  that  no  objection  will  be  made  to  the  estimate  for 
the  lands.  In  regard  to  the  buildings,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  a 
much  cheaper  and  plainer  style  of  arcliitecture  might  be  adopted  for 
these  secondai'y  and  subordinate  Institutions,  than  that  which  has 
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been  introduced  at  the  University  of  Virginia.  The  object  there  was 
not  merely  to  accommodate  the  professors  and  students,  but  to  pre- 
sent to  the  ivoi'ld  and  to  transmit  to  posterity,  a  monuuicnt  of  the 
taste  and  of  the  genius  of  the  present  age. 

Let  facts  be  appealed  to  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  new  college  edifice  at  Washington  College,  is  pvobahlj  much 
more  extensive  than  the  buildings  in  question.  It  has  a  chapel  47 
by  34  feet.  A  chemical  apartment  in  two  parts — one  for  the  appa- 
ratus and  another  for  lecturing.  A  similar  apartment  for  the  accom- 
modaliou  of  a  professor  of  natural  philosophy.  Two  iarge  society 
rooms,  and  fourteen  lodging  rooms  for  the  professors  and  etuiSents, 
susceptible  each  of  containing  four  persons.  It  is  a  considerable 
building,  three  stories  high,  and  would  probably  be  regarded  as  a 
respectable  coUof^e  edifice  in  any  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  under- 
stood that  it  will  cost  the  sum  of  19,000. 

The  writer  of  this  article  has  not  seen  the  new  college  edifice  at 
Hampden  Sidney,  but  he  has  been  informed  that  it  is  more  cstensive 
than  the  new  college  at  Lexington,  and  that  it  will  cost  about  the 
sum  cf  $15,000.  Should  it  be  necessary,  the  delegates  from  the  re- 
spective counties  will  verify  or  correct  this  statement,  and  furnish  all 
the  details  which  could  be  desired. 

As  to  the  adequacy  of  the  allowance  for  salaries,  let  us  appeal  to 
the  esperienoe  of  William  &  Mary.  We  are  informed,  on  the  author- 
ity of  one  of  the  Visitors  who  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Schools  and  Colleges,  (see  report  of  the  Committee,  page 
18,)  that  prior  to  the  year  1815,  the  salai'ies  of  the  professors  of  that 
college  at«od  as  follows ; 

Professor  of  Law  aud  Police,         .         -         -         .         S500  00 

Moral  Philosophy, 600  00 

Mathematics,  70!)  00 

Natural  Philosophy, SCO  00 

Chemistry,  Natural  History  and  Botany,        -         -  COO  00 

These  salaries  were  augmented,  some  of  them  consitlerably.  In  the 
year  1815.  But  if  the  salaiics  of  an  institution  of  high  grade,  lite 
William  &  Mary,  stood  as  here  stated,  as  late  as  the  year  1815,  does 
it  not  furnish  the  strongest  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  Blr.  Jeffer- 
son's estimate?  It  is  worthy  of  remark  also,  that  money  has  greatly 
appreciated  since  the  year  1815,  and  that  $500  at  the  present  time 
would  be  equal  to  the  average  of  the  salaries  of  William  Sc  Mary 
prior  to  the  year  1815. 
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At  Hampden  Sidney  College,  now  one  of  the  most  flourishing  lite- 
rary institutions  in  t!ie  State,  it  is  understood  that  the  professors  de- 
pend altogether  for  their  support  and  emoluments  on  fees  of  tuition. 
It  is  admitted,  however,  that  as  a  measure  of  general  policy,  and 
especially  in  new  seminaries  just  going  into  operation  without  an 
established  reputation,  a  portion  of  fised  salary  ought,  if  possible,  to 
be  allowed. 

The  facta  already  quot«d,  might  be  fortified  by  similar  faota  and  by 
reasoning,  and  appear  to  establish  the  correctness  and  solidity  of  tho 
estimate  in  qnestioa,  in  respect  to  the  allowance  both  for  the  build- 
ings and  for  the  salaries  of  the  professors. 

Indeed  it  is  not  an  estra^agant  supposition  that  the  whole  jt«m  of 
lands  and  building  might  be  striken  from  the  account  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure. Practical  and  judicious  men  entertain  the  opinion,  that 
were  the  law  to  designate  the  proper  sites  for  the  colleges,  and  to 
make  the  donation  of  the  salaries  from  the  public  funds,  to  take  effect 
as  soon  as  the  requisite  and  proper  lands  and  buildings  should  be  con- 
tributed by  individuals,  the  lands  and  buildings  would  fortiiwith 
appear  at  each  and  every  place  indicated  in  your  act. 

Should  this  supposition  be  well  founded,  and  you  frame  your  law 
in  accordance  with  it,  then  the  estimated  amount  for  the  lands  and 
buildings,  viz  ;  $70,578  might  he  deducted  from  the  above  mentioned 
aggregate  of  $237,244  66,  and  in  that  ease,  the  draft  upon  the  pub- 
lic funds  for  the  whole  system  of  colleges  would  be  reduced  to  the 
sum  of  $166,666  66. 

Let  us  next  enquire  how  far  the  funds  of  the  present  college  of 
William  &  Mary  would  go  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  na- 
tional system  of  colleges. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges,  it 
appears  that  the  present  moneyed  capital  of  William  &  Mary  amounts 
to  the  sum  of  S132,161  69.  This,  however,  is  exclusive  of  5,035 
acres  of  land  iu  the  county  of  King  William,  and  1,582  acres  in  the 
county  of  Sussex.  It  is  represented  upon  good  authority,  that  the 
former  is  worth  at  the  rate  of  f3  50,  and  the  latter  $3  per  acre  The 
lands  in  King  William,  then,  constitute  a  capital  of  117,587,  and 
those  in  Sussex  another  capital  of  $5,537  j  making  together  an 
aggregate  of  123,124.  This  added  to  the  moneyed  capital  makes  the 
whole  available  funds  of  William  &  Mary,  exclusive'  of  the  library 
and  apparatus,  the  buildings  and  the  land  ou  which  the  buildings  arc 
situated,  to  amount  to  the  sum  of  ^155,285  69. 
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If  tte  lands  and  buildings  of  the  colleges  be  oontribntcd  by  indi- 
viduals, then  the  capihil  of  William  &  Mary  would  fall  short  of  the 
sum  to  be  espended  for  all  the  colleges,  only  811,380  90. 

If  these  lands  and  buildings  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  public, 
the  capital  of  the  college  would  fall  short  of  the  necessary  amount  in 
the  sum  of  $81,958  90. 

There  is  a  bill  now  before  the  Senate  for  selling  the  lands  vested  in 
tie  President  and  Directors  of  tKe  Literary  Fund,  Tliere  are  also 
grounds  to  espeot  that  our  interest  claim  will  shortly  be  paid  by  the 
General  G-overnment.  From  ttese  sources  we  may  justly  espeot  that 
181,958  90  will  soon  be  added  to  the  capiul  of  the  fund.  Nay, 
should  experience  demonstrate  that  the  estimate  here  eshibited  will 
prove  deflcient,  or  that  a  third  professor  ought  to  be  added  to  eaeh  of 
the  colleges,  our  literary  finances  will  probably  be  in  a  situation  to 
answer  any  such  augmented  demand.  And  the  further  surplus  of  the 
revenue  of  the  literary  fund  would  then  be  unfettered  from  the  claims 
of  the  colleges,  and  might  be  applied  to  the  third  branch  of  our  sys- 
tem of  pablicinstiuetion  upon  such  euhiged  and  improved  jrmeiples 
IS  the  Hage-i  if  the  land  are  doubtless  competent  devise  Thus  the 
mari-h  of  the  entire  "scheme  of  national  instructicn  towards  its  final 
completion  would  be  gieatly  accelbrited  ,  and  consistenLy  of  design 
and  unity  of  action  would  leign  throughnut  the  consecutive  labois  of 
succeeding  acsaiois  ot  the  &eueral  ^siembly 

That  the  diffusion  of  institutions,  nucb  as  aie  here  lecommendel, 
woull  be  ot  incaloulable  idvanti^e  to  the  education  of  our  youth  is» 
propssifion  too  clear  to  re  £uiie  that  any  argument  should  be  urged  m 
its  defence.  To  make  the  attempt  would  be  to  insult  the  intelligence 
of  your  honorable  body.  Were  argumentfl  necessary,  they  might 
be  found  abundantly  in  the  numerous  petitions  now  crowding  your 
table. 

What  axe  the  advantages  of  the  plan  of  transferring  all  the  funds 
of  William  &  Maiy  to  the  city  of  Richmond,  compared  to  the  benefits 
of  the  scheme  of  division  and  diffuaiou  ? 

The  Richmond  plan  takes  every  thing  from  the  ancient  metropolis, 
and  abandons  to  utter  loss  and  ruin  the  present  college  edifice. 

Tlic  general  scheme  leaves  Williamsburg  and  the  surrounding 
country  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  parts  of  the  State,  and  pre- 
serves for  useful  purposes  the  coOege  buildings. 

The  Elchmond  plan  transfers  to  the  metropolis  an  institution  of 
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high  grade,  tLe  utility  of  which,  in  the  actual  state  of  things,  will, 
to  say  the  least,  be  very  limited ;  and  concentrates,  at  o\ie  point  in  the 
Bast,  all  the  disposable  college  funds  now  held  by  the  State. 

The  general  scheme  gives  equal  par  tic  i  pal  ion  in  those  funds  to  the 
country  beyond  the  Alleghany,  to  the  Valley,  and  to  all  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  Riclimond  plan  would  promote,  in  a  very  limited  degree,  and 
in  a  partial  manner,  a  system  of  public  instruction  to  the  State  at 
large,  to  which  the  p:op!e  of  Virginia  have  so  long  looked  forward 
with  anxious  expectation. 

The  general  sobeine  advances  directly  and  rapidly  the  system  of 
public  instruction  iu  which  the  State  is  embarked;  aad,  by  can-ying 
home  to  the  doors  of  our  yeomanry  facilities  of  education  for  their 
sons,  rescues  our  literary  establishment  from  the  imputation  of  con- 
ducing to  the  instruction  only  of  the  paupei-s  and  of  the  nabobs  of 
the  land. 

By  the  Eicimond  plan  the  lights  of  science  will  blaze  forth  with 
redundant  splendor  at  two  points  in  the  State. 

By'  the  general  scheme  there  will  be  one  great  luminary  in  the 
centre,  and  lesser  lights  kindled  up  over  the  whole  extent  of  our 
territory. 

By  the  Richmond  plan  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  literary  fund 
will  stand  mortgaged  to  the  colleges,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  primary 
schools  for  an  indefinite  series  of  years  yet  to  come. 

By  the  general  scheme  jou  will,  at  once,  nearly  satisfy  the  wants 
of  the  colleges,  and  liberate  and  lay  open  the  surplus  to  the  claims  of 
the  primary  schools. 

Under  circumstances  such  as  these,  can  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia  hesitate  to  make  its  ejection  ? 

What,  then,  are  the  obstacles  to  the  adoption  of  a  scheme  of  such 
wide-spreading  and  incalculable  benefits  to  the  whole  people  of 
Virginia  ? 

Is  not  the  money  our  own  ?  Does  not  the  corporation  of  the  col- 
lege of  William  &  Mary  exist  for  us,  and  cot  we  for  the  corporation? 
Are  the  crown  lands  which  the  king  gave  the  college  to  be  considered 
as  private  donations,  when  thay  were  held  by  him  as  our  governor 
for  the  time  being,  and  were  conferred  at  the  request  of  our  fore- 
fathers, who  entered  the  wilderness,  drove  off  the  Indians,  and  con- 
quered those  very  lands  f     No,     Representatives,  tell  not  your  con- 


c.y  Google 


APPBKDIX.  509 

Btitneiits  that  these  royal  donations  were  not  tlie  property  of  the  hraTe 
forefathers  of  tlie  people  of  Virginia! 

The  objections  which  are  supposed  to  arise  from  the  charter  of  the 
college,  and  the  rights  of  tiie  corporation  cannot  he  justified  in  the 
light  of  reason,  or  on  the  ground  of  authority. 

"Were  this  the  ease  of  a  private  eleemosynary  corporation,  like 
Hampden  Sydney  or  Washington  College,  these  objections  wortld  he 
entitled  to  the  highest  consideration  ;  hut  they  are  hoJieved  to  he  en- 
tirely inapplicable  to  the  public  corporation  of  William  &  Mary, 
which  was  chartered  at  the  instaDce  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
endowed,  by  the  ExccutiTC  functionary  of  the  time,  from  the  public 
lands  and  the  public  coffers,  for  public  and  general  objects,  and  not  for 
private  and  individual  purposes      The  small  mcdiam  of  private  dona 

g 
p    pe  ns  g  d 


cc  C  W       m& 

Is  there  any  good  reason  that  an  institution  thus  founded,  and  thus 
endowed,  should  not  come  within  the  pale  of  Legislative  control,  as 
much  as  the  corporation  of  the  literary  fund  or  of  the  University  of 
Virginia  ? 

The  expeiienceof  the  country  is  rapidly  developing  bow  many  pre- 
judices have  esisted  on  this  subject,  and  how  idle  are  the  supposed 
dangers  of  giving  the  representatives  of  the  people  an  ef&cient  control 
over  our  literary  institutions?  The  actual  situation  of  the  College  of 
William  &  Mary,  and  the  petition  of  the  Visitors  and  professors, 
furnish  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  regulating 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  representative  body.  Of  this  the  peti- 
tioners seem  to  be  duly  sensible,  provided  you  will  limit  its  exorcise 
to  the  sanction  of  the  plans  of  policy  which  they  propose  to  establish; 
but,  if  you,  gentlemen,  should  all  happen  fo  differ  with  them  ia 
opinion,  they  will  tell  you  tfl  attend  to  your  appropriate  duties;  "that 
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you  are  not  qualified  to  discuss  the  relations  of  cause  and  effect;  to 
settle  the  controversies  of  a  Hume,  a  Paine,  or  a  Voltaire ;  or  to 
pursue  the  devious  comet  in  his  flight  through  the  trackless  regions 
of  space;"  no,  gentlemen,  they  will  then  tell  yoa,  "  thus  far  shalt 
thou  go,  and  do  fiirther."  When,  in  your  law,  creating  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virfpnia,  you  reserved  a  paramount  control  in  the  last 
resoii,  over  this  liteim'y  institution  of  highest  gnde  in  the  State, 
(might  I  not  say  in  the  United  States,)  was  it  with  the  Mew  of  inter- 
meddling ia  the  ordinary  routine  of  duties  pioperly  appeitaining  to 
the  Visitors  whom  you  have  appointed  to  conduct  it,  oi  was  it 
to  step  in  on  great  and  important  occasions,  to  lectify  its  organization, 
and  to  adopt  ifs  frame  and  its  polity  to  the  unavoidahle  changes  which 
spring  from  the  progress  of  society?  We  are  not  apprised  of  any 
attempt,  or  of  any  disposition,  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  charter  of  the 
University,  which  places  this  exalted  institution,  at  all  times,  and  in 
aU  things,  under  the  control  of  the  General  Assemhly.  Tour  agent, 
Mr.  Gilmer,  found  this  part  of  the  charter  no  impediment  to  the  suc- 
cess of  his  mission ;  and"  the  philosophers  of  Great  Britain  have 
arrived,  or  are  now  crossing  the  Atlantic,  on  the  faith  of  a  charter 
which  gives  you  complete  authority  to  put  down,  to  preserve,  to  alter, 
or  to  amend  the  institution  in  which  they  are  coming  to  emharlt  their 
fortunes. 

The  fact,  that  such  men  as  Jefferson,  Pendleton  and  Wythe,  did 
actually,  in  1779,  report  to  the  Legislature  a  bill  amending  the  con- 
stitution of  William  &  Mary,  and  that  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  did,  in  the  two  cases  of  Bracken  and  the  College,  in  the  years 
1787  and  1790,  upon  the  fullest  and  moat  mature  consideration,  indi- 
cate the  opinion  that  the  college  was  a  puhlic  and  not  a  private  cor- 
poration, is  snrely  entitled  to  the  most  serious  consideration  of  every 
candid  and  dispassionate  mind.  However  heterodosical  these  opinions 
now  appear  in  the  circles  of  the  metropolis,  the  people  of  Virginia 
will  not  fail  to  hold  them  in  the  highest  respect  and  veneration,  and 
will  probably  regard  them  as  strictly  conformable  to  the  most  orthodox 
canons  of  constitutional  law. 

What  reasons  have  we  to  believe,  that,  were  the  question  now  to 
come  before  the  judiciary  of  the  State,  an  opinion  would  esist  differ- 
ent from  that  formerly  entertained  by  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  ? 

But  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  in  the 
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case  of  the  Dartmouth  College,  are  interposed  as  harriers  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  auoh  a  power  as  that  which  is  now  claimed  for  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  aod  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  it  is  invited  to  surrender  to  the 
Visitors  the  right  of  selecting  the  site  of  the  college,  which  was  con- 
fided to  the  representatives  of  the  people  by  the  very  terms  of  the 
charter.  It  is  not  easily  perceived  that  there  is  any  thing  of  positive 
decision  or  necessary  inference,  even  in  this  celehrated  case,  Uj  bind 
the  hands  of  your  honorable  body,  and  to  prevent  you  from  legis- 
lating with  the  most  perfect  freedom  and  discretion  with  regard  to  the 
College  of  William  .&  Mary.  The  cases  appear  to  be  widely  different. 
It  is  believed  that  no  such  case  as  that  of  William  &  Mary  College  has 
ever  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  the 
Dartmouth  case,  Dr.  Wheelock,  Mr.  Whitiker,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
and  other  private  peraonB,'were  the  founders;  and  the  funds  were 
private;  and  the  Chief  Justice,  in  delivering  his  opinion,  laid  con- 
siderable stress  on  both  these  circumstances.  The  power  of  the 
Gkneral  Assembly  of  Virginia  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  restrained 
and  limited  by  doubtful  inferences  from  the  decisions  of  a  tribunal 
which,  however  able  and  enlightened,  has  not  heretofore  been  regarded 
in  Virginia  as  entertaining  views  the  most  limited  of  the  federal 
judiciary. 

Were  there  better  grounds  than  seem  to  exist,  for  the  opposition 
to  the  powers  of  the  Legislature,  is  not  the  question  surrendered,  and 
all  doubt  removed,  by  the  petition  of  the  Victors  and  professors,  in- 
voking the  interposition  of  the  Legislature  ? 

And  even  if  the  corporation  were  confessedly  private,  and  trial  and 
judgment  were  necessary  before  you  touch  the  funds,  could  you  not, 
upon  the  ground  of  the  facts  set  forth,  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Schools  and  Colleges,  instruct  the  Attorney  General  to  apply  for  a 
writ  of  gito  warranto,  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  forfeiture  of  the 
charter?  In  the  one  way,  or  in  the  other,  you  can  rightfully  reach 
the  subject;  and  the  question  is  thus  reducible  to  a  mere  question  of 
discretion  and  expediency. 

When,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the  representation  in  the  Senate  of 
the  State  had  become  unequal,  you  construed. your  powers  liberally 
in  favor  of  the  equal  rights  of  the  people,- and  were  not  withheld  from 
an  act  of  justice  by  the  constitutional  dif&culties  attempted  to  be 
thrown  in  your  way. 

If  you  should  finally  entertfdu  the  opinion,  that  the  plan  of  removal 
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to  Eietmnnil  would  not  be  a-s  conducive  to  tte  interests  of  literature 
as  tiiat  of  dividing  and  difiusmg  the  fund  ,  woiild  tlieie  be  juit  ground 
of  opposilion  to  yom  Im  fiom  tht  lorpjration  wbitb  aski  at  jour 
hands  the  power  to  select  a  new  loention  'with  a  \jew  to  a  more 
extended  diffusiDn  of  tho  benefiti  of  the  lastitution' 

If  yonshfulddonbtjtur  power  or  eoudemn  thesobemeof  decisioD, 
Btill  wjuld  not  justice  tnd  policy  dictite  the  propiiefy  of  leading  the 
que'stion  open,  for  the  peo[le  to  consider  ind  to  decide  foi  tbemselves 
m  an  affair  in  whicb  they  are  so  deepjj  inteieated^  'What  aie  the 
disad^antnges  of  leiving  the  fiinds  nnpioductive  for  another  year, 
comjaied  to  the  btlefu!  coii8er[iiences  of  a  pieupitate  deii  iod  com 
mitt  ag  the  faith  of  the  State  posMbly  m  ojioiition  to  the  public 
judgment  anl  the  pnbbc  feeliUj,-s ?  It  is  a  dictate  of  wisdom,  that 
all  great  changes  should  be  made  with  caution  and  the  ufmo'st  practi 
cable  latitude  gnen  foi  deliberation  and  di&m  lun  The  sch  me  of 
lemovai  wis  not  sptten  of  till  the  month  of  May,  was  bjstily  dia 
cussed  in  the  public  prints  m  Juno,  w  &  postponed  in  favor  of  a 
furthei  expeiiment  on  the  old  site,  by  the  ViBitsrs,  m  July,  and  was 
unesi  ectedly  adopted  at  the  convocation  in  November  The  Visitors 
and  piofesfors  did  not,  themsehes,  decide  m  fa\oi  of  removal,  till  the 
36th  ot  November,  when,  from  all  points  of  our  tcrrit>ij,  yOTl  had 
left  yom  confatituents,  and  had  alteady  aiiived  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, 01  weie  traveling  on  the  high  loada  leading  to  it  thoiild  you 
now  decide  in  fevor  ot  lemoval  to  Richmond,  a  large  amount  of  pri- 
vate funds  will  leinve&ted  on  the  faith  of  your  act,  and  new  and 
peitaps  insurmountable  impediments,  will  spiing  up,  to  prevent  the 
adoption  of  any  better  }!an,  which  might  aii^e  from  a  Lonflict  of 
opinions,  Tnd  tiom  a  comt,arison  of  news  Would  it  not  be  more 
wise  to  1  How  the  piudent  ezimple  of  youi  predecessois  at  the  sea- 
fiioa  of  181C-17,  who,  instead  of  adopting  the  bill  on  public  educa- 
tion, which  was  then  presented,  publislied  the  bill,  together  with 
every  kindred  document  on  the  subject,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
people  of  Virginia  ? 

INo  one  can  respect  more  highly  than  the  writer  of  this  article  the 
talenta  and  the  virtues  of  the  advocates  of  the  contemplated  removal. 
But  may  it  not  be  asked,  whether  the  plan  they  recommecd,  of  fising 
one  of  our  principal  seminaries,  in  an  espensive  commercial  city,  a 
city  in  which  you  yourselves  are  sitting  at  an  expense  of  |4  per  diy, 
and  at  the  rate  of  |1,460  per  annum,  is  not,  at  least,  novel  and  of 
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doubtful  propviety  ?  Is  it  not  questionable,  whether  the  good  people 
of  this  Commonwealth  would  not  prefer  to  establish  subordinate  semi- 
naiies  over  the  surface  of  Ihe  country  ? 

Will  the  people  around  Fredericksburg  and  Lynchburg,  around 
Winchester  and  StaantoQ,  around  Clarksburg  and  Lewisburg,  and 
other  points  yet  to  be  named ;  will  fhet/  be  satisfied  to  yield  up  to  the 
city  of  Richmond,  sU  these  munificent  funds,  the  gift  of  our  fore- 
fathers for  our  common  good,  and  unite  in  condemning  a  policy  which 
brings  science  home  to  their  countries,  and  "  makes  the  desert  blossom 
as  the  rose?" 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  course  reeommencted,  the  sub- 
joined documents  will  prove  that  the  measure  is  not  now,  for  the  first 
time,  brought  to  tte  view  of  your  honorable  body. 

During  the  pendency  of  the  bill  submitted  by  Mr.  Taylor,  at  the 
session  of  1817-18,  objections  were  made,  as  already  stated,  to  the 
expense  of  the  primary  schools,  which  drew  from  the  pen  of  its 
illustrious  author  (Mr.  Jefferson)  the  following  defence  of  that  part 
of  the  system : 

"And  will  the  wealthy  individual  have  no  retribution  ?  And  what 
will  this  be  ?  1,  The  peopling  bis  neighborhood  with  honest,  useful 
and  enlightened  citizens,  understanding  their  own  rights,  and  firm  in 


their  perpetuatior 


which  they  generally  do  within  three  generations,  (no  law  of  primo- 


geniture now  perpetuati 


1  descendants  become  poor. 


;  wealth  in  the  same  families,)  their  children 


will  be  educated  by  the  then  rich,  and  the  little  advance  he  i 
makes  to  poverty,  while  rich  himself,  will  be  repaid  by  the  then 
rich,  to  his  descendants  when  they  become  poor,  and  thus  give  them 
a  chance  of  rising  again.  This  is  a  solid  consideration,  and  should 
go  home  to  the  bosom  of  every  parent.  This  will  be  seed  sewed  in 
fertile  ground.  It  is  a  provision  tor  his  family,  looking  to  distant 
times,  and  far  in  duration  beyond  that  he  has  now  in  hand  for  tliem. 
Let  every  man  count  backward  in  his  own  family,  and  see  how  many 
generations  be  can  go  before  he  comes  to  the  ancestor  who  made  the 
fortune  ha  now  holds;  most  wiU  ha  stopped  at  the  first  generation; 
many  at  the  second;  a  few  will  I'eacb  the  third;  and  not  one  in  the 
State  go  beyond  the  fifth. 

"A  system  of  general  instruction,  which  shall  reach  every  descrip- 
tion of  citizens,  from  the  richest  to  tbe  poorest,  as  it  was  the  earliest, 
so  will  it  be  the  latest  of  all  the  public  concerns  in  which  I  shall  per- 
33 
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mit  myself  totaiann  N        uIh       uflifmn 

which  it  shall  be  d  B  wa        my  dscnd  nts 

will  be  us  wise  asw  dwkwh  mud  and  to  a     nd 

it  until  it  shall  m      h  um  h  n    n  a 

shape,  and  receive  f       h     n      niab     bnh         nkfhy       g 
and  the  blessings  l      h       d   wh  p  ii  b      p    y 

ern  for  the  pvospeiitj  of  then  countij  jud  blesbiwgs  to  those  who 
pj-nmot«  i 

Permit        gnm  kjufhse         h   sentiments  of  a 

monopolia    d         d        u        y  to  gg    nd     m     t  of  a  particular 

and  fayor       n  n       Wh  bmnwbhai'tso  cold  as  not 

to  glow  a  w         gn     u    ani    o  exalted?    The 

name  ofthg  djjdmawd  wh   bis  works  to  tte 

latest  tim  dw      bb  wb       pu  bnsiasm    by  the 

fi-ionds  of      L  d  n  y  of  the  civilized 

A  Feiekd  oe  Science. 


Wii.i.jAwsiniEU,  Ttli  March,  1825. 
Dear  Cabell, — When  we  were  in  Richmond  I  told  you  that  if 
we  lost  our  cause,  which  I  confess  I  did  not  expect,  that  I  should  not 
therefore  give  up  the  contest  Aicoidin^ly,  as  soon  a^  I  hcaid  the 
fate  of  our  scheme,  I  set  to  work,  and  have  prepaied  for  the  prei*!  a 
second  edition  of  laj  iddre"  I  bTve  prefixed  an  introduotmn  and 
appended  some  notes  In  these  I  b\ve  spoken  of  the  "University 
part.y,"  and  of  Mr  JefFeison,  id  a  manner  not  calculated  to  gritify 
his  feelings  or  to  advance  bis  reputation  I  haie,  as  you  know,  no 
personal  obligations  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  I  assure  you  I  have  had  no 
wi  ib  to  detract  from  his  standing.  He  is,  and  has  been  for  years,  the 
most  prominent  character  among  us,  and,  being  moreover  a  Tirgiaian, 
I  had  much  rather  it  had  fallen  to  my  lot  to  aid  in  exalting  him  than 


« I  escept,  of  ooursi 
escepl  tbat  of  Mr.  J.  i 
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to  assist  in  lowering  him.  Such,  however,  is  the  course  of  events, 
and  I  cannot  avoid  it.  My  performance  is  drawu  up  with  freedom 
a»d  with  all  the  force  I  could  throw  into  it.  When  printed,  it  is  my 
intention  to  seed  copies  to  every  pwt  of  the  State,  to  my  literary 
friends  in  the  large  cities  to  the  North,  and  to  all  the  principal  col- 
leges from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  westward  to  the  Ohio.  The  part 
which  these  persons  and  these  institutions  will  tate  in  it,  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  foresee.  The  professors  throughout  the  country  will  more  or 
less  actively  make  a  common  cause  of  it.  Of  the  effect  of  this,  you 
can  judge  as  well  as  I  can. 

Such  are  my  present  plans,  hut  tliey  may  be  modified,  though  not, 
I  think,  to  any  great  extent. 

But  to  the  principal  object  of  this  letter,  which  js  to  gain  infonna- 
tion,  rather  than  to  communicate  it. 

The  very  day  on  which  our  proposition  was  in  effect  rejected,  a 
piece  appeared  in  the  Enquirer,  under  the  signature  of  "A  Friend  of 
Science,"  written,  as  I  helieye,  in  whole  or  in  part  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
In  one  of  my  notes  I  have  accordingly  stated  that  such  is  my  convic- 
tion J  but  I  do  not  wish  to  state  even  a  suspicion  which  is  not  founded 
in  fact.  If,  therefore,  you  will  assure  me  that  Mr.  J.  had  no  hand  in 
the  composition  of  the  piece  in  question,  I  will  correct  the  note; 
otherwise,  it  must  stand  as  it  is.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  told  who  was 
the  immediate  agent  in  furnishing  the  piece  to  the  Enquirer.  Upon 
that  point  my  intelligence  is  satisfactory;  but  I  am  not  altogether 
certain  as  to  the  authorship  of  the  "  Friend  of  Science." 

You  need  not  be  in  any  hurry  to  answer  this  letter,  as  my  pamphlet 
will  not  go  to  press  for  some  months  to  come,  according  to  my  present 

My  compliments  to  Mrs.  0.,  and  tell  her  I  lament  her  good  wishes 
in  jny  behalf  were  all  frustrated. 

EespcotfuUy,  your  ob't  serv't, 

J,  Aug.  Smith. 
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Edqbwoob,  2411i  Miiroli,  1825. 
Dear  Doctor, — Your  favor  of  tlie  7th  instant  reached  me  by  the 
last  mail,  and  I  confess  that  I  am  not  a  iittie  gi-atified  by  the  compli- 
meat  you  pay  me  in  supposing  Mr.  Jefferson  to  be  the  author  of  the 
piece  under  the  signature  of  "A  Friend  of  Science."  Mr.  Jefferson 
did  not  write  that  pieee,  nor  any  part  of  it;  nor  did  he  furnish  the 
materials;  nor  did  he  advise  the  publication.  Nor  had  any  body  else 
CKoept  mjfielf  any  share  or  agency  in  the  composition  of  the  essay. 
It  was  believed  in  Richmond  that  it  was  the  production  of  a  party. 
But  this  was  all  mistake.  Mr.  Jefferson  is  incapable  of  writing  a 
piece  in  which  he  is  himself  the  object  of  the  liighest  eulogy;  and  I 
am  sure  you  had  forgotten  the  concluding  part  of  the  essay,  when  jou 
suggested  the  possibility  of  his  being  the  author.  His  lelter  and  bill 
referred  to  in  the  essay,  were  among  my  public  papers  which  I  an- 
nually carry  to  the  seat  of  government.  You  know  that  the  friends 
of  the  TJniversity  who  opposed  your  st'heme  were  assailed  in  the 
newspapers  and  vilified  all  over  Richmond.  I  understood  that  I  was 
myself  the  object  of  extensive  and  bitter  obloquy.  Under  a  sense  of 
duty  to  myself,  my  friends,  and  my  constituents,  I  hastily  wrote  some 
essays  (of  which  the  one  you  mention  was  the  last),  in  order  that  the 
views  of  the  friends  of  the  University  might  be  fully  and  fairly  be- 
fore the  public,  and  appreciated  according  to  their  intrinsic  woi'th.  I 
availed  myself,  in  my  individual  character,  of  the  equal  right  of  every 
citizen,  to  submit  to  the  public,  under  a  fictitious  signature,  my  views 
of  a  great  e[uestion  then  pending  before  the  Legislature;  and  in  so 
doing,  I  only  followed  the  example  of  General  Tucher  on  a  similar 
occasion,  and  of  many  others  who  have  gone  before  roe.  The  mail 
which  brought  me  your  letter,  was  the  bearer  of  a  pamphlet  prepared 
for  the  press  and  addressed  to  my  constituents,  in  which  I  avow 
myself  to  be  the  author  of  the  essays  above  referred  to.  The  same 
motives  that  induced  me  to  publish  them  in  the  winter,  have  urged 
me  to  lay  them,  with  other  documents,  before  my  eonstitnenls ;  for 
tho  principal  cause,  in  my  opinion,  of  almost  all  the  late  rumors  of 
opposition  to  my  re-election,  grow  out  of  my  conduct  in  regard  to  the 
litei-ary  institutions  of  the  State  during  the  last  two  sessions  of  the 
General  Assembly,  on  both  which  occasions  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
cUffci"  with  a  large  portion  of  tbe  delegation  from  this  district.  Hav- 
ing devoted  seventeen  winters  of  my  life  to  the  public  service,  not  for 
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a  salary,  liut  for  the  good  opinion  of  the  public,  I  am  naturally  eeasi- 
tive  to  tbe  efforts  in  progress  to  deprive  lue  altogether  of  the  public 
favor  I  villi  stnd  you  a  copy  of  my  pamphlet  when  it  appears,  in 
which  ynu  will  perceive,  I  think,  notiiing  personal  or  illiberal  towards 
youiselt  or  the  other  advocates  of  removal;  acd  I  need  not  remind 
you  of  my  unifjrm  efforts,  throughout  ouv  eonfliota  of  opinion,  to 
reconcile  the  duties  of  a  friend  with  those  of  a  patriot  and  a  ropre- 
sentatne  Let  me  id  vise  you  tore-consider  your  determination  to 
mile  a  dehberite  attick  on  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  University  party. 
Thit  piity  (if  such  it  may  be  called)  were  acknowledged  by  your 
friend'  to  tiie  eondneted  themselves  with  much  moderation  and  pru- 
dence in  the  debute  uu  the  College  question ;  whereas,  some  of  the 
delegition  finm  joui  tide  watei  country  handled  the  faculty  with 
gicat  '.everity  JIaj  I  not  suggest  the  expediency  of  confii  mg  your 
lemaiks  to  the  iif,unienti  and  opinions  of  Mr  Jetteison  and  the  Uni 
veraity  party,  initead  of  ittempting  to  injuie  them  peisonally  and 
to  lessen  them  in  the  puUu,  e'^timation  i*  Those  gentlemen  have  a 
right  to  tlieii  opinions  on  public  questions,  and  in  no'hing  that  they 
have  done  have  they  been  letuated  by  the  desue  of  injuiing  you 
Some  of  them  h=i.ve,  in  the  midst  of  the  late  contests  evince  1  eveiy 
dispoMtion  to  concilute  youi  pti>>onal  inteieifs  nith  the  chaiges  in 
the  liteiaiy  institutions  of  the  State,  which  they  deemed  ncee  =aij 
for  the  good  of  the  community  You  aie  too  liberal  I  am  aure  to 
impute  this  advice  to  any  but  the  most  friendly  and  coriect  motives 
I  should  be  thankful  for  a  copy  of  your  pamphlet  wlien  it  ij  peiis 

Mrs.  Cabell  is  with  her  friends  in  Norf  IL  and  as  I  wiite  tc  hei  to 
day,  I  convey  jour  message  in  my  letter. 

Present  me  in  the  kindest  terms  to  Mrs  *^m  tl  in  1  j  m  ch  ]  Ii  en 
and  give  my  best  wishes  to  Mr.  Campbell 

Tours,  with  sincere  regard, 

Joseph  C.  Cauell, 
Docl.  John  A.  Smitki  Preaitlent  of  Williaia  &  Marj  College. 
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A  BILL  FOB  THE  COMPLETION  OF  THE  BUILDINGS  OF  THE  UNI- 
VERSITY OF  YIRGINIA,  AND  FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF 
COLLEGES  m  CONVENIENT  DISTRIBUTION  OVER  THE  STATE. 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  the  endowmeDts  heretofore  conferred  upon 
the  University  of  Virginia  Lave  been  found  insufficient  to  finish  its 
buildings,  and  that  additional  funds  are  necessary  to  effect  their  final 
completion;  and  whereas  the  fostering  support,  of  the  Legislature,  if 
now  extended,  in  aid  of  former  enactments,  wUl  tend  to  crown  with 
anccess  the  early  operations  of  the  institution,  and  to  ensure  the  im- 
portant ends  for  which  it  was  founded; 

1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  in  order  to  finish  the  buildings  of 
the  University  of  Vir^nia,  and  to  pay  the  debts  which,  with  a  view 
to  their  advancement  and  completion,  have  already  been  contractecl, 
or  may  hereafter  be  incurred,  the  sum  of  thirty-two  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated;  and  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Literary  EuncI  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
pay  to  the  Rector  and  Visitors  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  for  the 
purposes  herein  specified,  the  said  sum  of  thirty-two  thousand  dollars 
out  of  the  moneys  recently  received  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  on  account  of  interest  upon  the  advances  made  by  this 
State  to  that  government  during  the  prosecution  of  the  late  war,  or  if 
previous  to  this  act  the  said  moneys  shail  have  been  invested  in 
stocks,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  during  the 
present  session  entitled,  "An  act  concerning  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Literaiy  Fund, '  in  thit  cise,  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the 
said  President  and  Directote  forthwith  to  cause  to  be  sold  at  public 
auctim  so  much  of  the  s<Hd  stock  as  may  be  necessary  fo  fulfill  the 
object  of  the  pieatnt  appiopriation,  and  for  the  establishment  of  col- 
leges where  it  the  youth  of  this  Commonwealth  ni ay,  within  conve- 
nient distances  from  iheir  homes,  receive  i  higher  grade  of  education. 

[Tiie  lemoining  sections  of  tliiB  bill  accord  very  nearly  with  the  provlBions 
of  tliat  pait  of  the  bill  ftr  estatl  sjing  a  sjatem  of  public  education  which 
relates  to  colleges.  Tha  modifications  are  such  as  ore  suggested  in  Mr. 
Cnbell's  letters  of  February  8th  and  10th,  1826.] 
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[  Tie  foHoming  pnper,  fcom  the  pen  of  Profeeaor  Minor,  of  iie  Luw  De- 
partment, will  aliew  the  praaent  admmistration  of  the  Univarsity ;  ite  general 
conformity  with  the  original  plan,  and  the  ■very  few  particalors  in  which,  it 
has  been  foand  expedient  to  deriate  therefrom.] 

The  government,  discipline,  organization  and  methods  of  instruc- 
tion of  the  University,  retaia  the  impression  derived  from  Mr,  Jeffer- 
soHj  and  in  most  respects  are  eminentiy  characteristic  of  him. 

THE   GOVERflMBNT. 

The  government  is  Tested  in  the  Itector  and  Visitoi-s.  The  "Visitors 
are  appointed  by  the  Governor,  for  four  years,  every  29tli  of  Febra- 
ary.  They  are  nine  in  number,  two  from  each  gi'and  division  of  the 
State,  except  that  in  which  the  University  is  situated  (the  Piedmont 
division),  from  which  three  are  appointed,  with  a  view  to  the  forma- 
tion of  an  Executive  Committee  to  act  in  the  recess  of  the  Boaid. 
The  Visitora  elect  a  Eector  from  amongst  themselves.  Vacancies 
occurring  in  the  Board  are  filled  by  the  Gtovernor.  They  meet  at  the 
University,  at  least  once  a  year,  and  aa  much  oftener  as  circumstances 
require,  and  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Legiiiature. 

The  affairs  of  the  institution  are  administered  under  the  general 
direction  of  this  Board,  and  in  pursoance  of  its  enactments,  by  the 
Chairman,  Faculty,  Proctor  and  other  subordinate  agents. 

The  Chairman  and  Faculty  are  charged  with  the  immediate  control. 
The  Chaii-man  is  selected  annually  fiom  among  the  members  of  the 
Faculty,  and  disohai'ges  most  of  the  functions  of  President  of  the 
University,  being,  for  the  time,  the  eseentive  chief.  To  this  republi- 
can feature  of  rotation,  Mr.  Jefferson  attached  not  a  little  importance, 
inso  nuoh  thit  t  the  veiy  1  ^  meet  ng  of  tl  e  B  ad  beto  els  leith 
M  W  ir  hen  Atto  ney  Generj  1  of  the  Un  te  1  States  hav  ng  been 
appo  ted  P  ofessor  of  Law  and  Pre  dent  of  the  Un  vers  ty  Mr 
Jefferson  wh  le  esp  es%  n"  hs  hearty  cone  rrence  n  M  W  rt  s 
appo  n  ment  t  the  Chi  r  of  Law  entered  npo  tl  e  m  nutes  w  th  h  a 
own  1  anl  o  trong  a  p  otest  iga  nst  the  e  eat  on  of  tl  e  office  of 
P  es  1  nt  tb  t  ui  on  Mr  W  t  3  iecl  n  ng  the  ]  r  i  s  t  on  was  n  ver 
le  owed  Th  rty  yeais  experience  has  se  ve  1  to  shew  that  i  espe  t 
to  he  governme  t  f  m  n  tl  e  to  n  ler  of  th  Ln  er  ty  was  i 
dufh.n.  Th  tw  11 
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YBDtages,  but  its  benefits  decidedly  preponderate.  It  mokes  tbe  insti- 
tution less  dependent  on  a  single  man,  generates  a  more  lively  interest 
in  its  fortunes  amongst  all  the  membei'S  of  the  Faculty,  each  of  whom 
feels  ft  due  share  of  responsibility  for  its  success,  and  by  exercising 
all  more  or  less  in  administration,  fits  them,  to  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, for  its  duties. 

THE  DISCIPLINE, 

The  policy  adopted  at  the  beginning,  and  in  general  steadily  pur- 
sued, has  been  to  institute  a  government  of  latcs,  and  not  of  discre- 
tion, and  yet  to  have  aa  few  regulations  as  possible,  and  none  founded 
on  artificial  restraint*,  supposed  to  be  conducive  to  College  order. 
Nothing  is  forbidden  which  is  Bot  positively  pernicious,  nor  anything 
required  ■which  is  not  essential  to  the  successful  conduct  of  the  educa- 
tion of  young  men.  Mr.  Jefferson's  views  upon  this  subject  were  at 
first  somewhat  too  liberal,  his  confidence  in  the  self-goTcming  capacity 
of  young  men  having  betrayed  him  into  providing  insufiicient  re- 
straints for  the  heady  passions  incident  to  their  age.  He  lived  long 
enough,  however,  to  correct  this  partial  error,  and  readily  acquiesced 
in  an  increased  stringency  of  tbe  laws. 

But  no  system  of  espionage  is  empJoyeJ.  The  statements  of  stu- 
dents are  i-eseived  as  on  honor,  and  full  credence  awarded  them,  and 
in  all  respeots  manly  principles  of  self-government  ate  appealed  to, 
and  an  enlightened  public  sentiment  among  the  young  men  is  cher- 
ished. These  do  not,  indeed,  dispense  with  an  occasional  resort  to 
severer  measures,  but  they  make  such  measures  rarely  necessary. 

THE   OBOANIZATION   FOR   INSTRUCTION. 

There  is  no  fixed  curriculum  of  study  prescribed,  but  each  depart- 
ment is  organized  into  a  distinct  "school"  of  itself,  with  its  distinct 
professor,  or  professors,  and  assistants;  and  in  these  several  schools, 
which  are  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  instructors  therein, 
subject  only  to  the  Board  of  Visitors,  degrees  are  conferred  separately; 
so  that  the  University  may  be  regarded  aa  a  collection  of  schools,  each, 
of  which  is  devoted  to  a  special  subject. 

This  plan,  it  will  be  perceived,  admits  of  and  contemplates  an  in- 
definite mnltiplicatton  of  "schools,"  keeping  pace  with  the  demands 
of  society.  At  present  there  are  nine,  with  one  or  more  instructors 
in  each  viz : 
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I.  Ancient   LangnagsB — With  a  Professor  and   two  Assistants, 
called  "Assistant  Instractors,"  corresponding  to  tutors  else- 
where. 
IT.  Modem  Languages— With  a  Professor  and  one  Assistant. 

III.  Mathematics — With  a  Professor  acd  one  Assistant. 

IV.  Natural  Philosophj — With  one  Professor. 
V.  Chemistrj — Witt  one  Professor. 

VI.  Medieiue — With  one  Professor. 

VII.  Comparatiye  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Surgery,  Human  Anatomy, 
acd  Materia  Medica — With  one  Professor,  a  Lecturer,  and  a 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
Vm.  Moral  Philosophy— With  one  Professor. 

IX.  Law— AVith  two  Professors. 

Students  attend  as  many  of  the  schools  as  tboy  think  fit,  paying  a 
fee  for  each.  But  ia  order  to  ensure  sufficient  empioyment,  no  one 
can  attend  less  than  three,  without  leave  of  the  I'aeulty. 

In  this  feature  is  seen  Mr.  Jefferson's  characteristic  confidence  in 
the  capacity  of  individuals  to  Jctermine  for  themselves  what  is  best 
for  them.  He  thought  it  safe  to  submit  to  the  judgment  of  each 
student  and  his  friends,  the  choice  of  subjects  best  adapted  to  the  cast 
of  his  mind,  and  to  his  views  in  life.  The  results  of  the  system  aie 
not  wholly  good,  but  the  good  preponderates.  Custom  has  begun  to 
prescribe  an  order  of  studies  which  experience  has  approved  as  in 
general  to  be  preferred,  whilst  those  whose  circumstances  surest  a 
different  course,  ai-e  free  to  pursue  it.  But  the  chief  advantage  is 
found  in  the  effect  on  the  several  departraonta  of  instruction.  As 
they  conduct  their  operations  independently  of  each  other,  they  are  at 
liberty  to  advance  ad  Uhitum.  the  standard  of  attainment  and  the 
extent  of  knowledge  imparted  in  each;  and  the  instructors  are  urged 
in  that  direction  continually,  as  well  by  the  promptings  of  interest  as 
by  a  generous  emulation. 

In  each  school,  and  in  each  class  of  every  school,  if  there  is  more 
than  one,  a  semi-annval  examination  is  had.  The  examination  is 
conducted  in  writiny,  and  alt  the  students  are  expected  to  undergo  it. 
Those  who  exhibit  a  certain  proficiency  are  announced  to  the  public 
as  distinguished  in  such  a  class  of  such  a  school — an  ill-chosen  term, 
it  must  be  allowed,  inferring,  as  it  does,  the  highest  honor  of  a  school, 
whilst  it  is,  in  truth,  the  lowest. 

Degrees,  as  has  been  said,  are  conferred  in  each  scbool  upon  those 
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who,  upon  ngorous  extminatims  paitly  in  wnting  ind  partly  tral, 
manifest  a  thoinu^b  ac  juaintance  with  the  auLjects  faujiht  They 
carry  with  them  no  specific  title  esiept  m  the  School  of  Law,  the 
graduates  of  which  are  styled  '  Bachelor  if  La wi  The  giiduatea 
in  the  schools  which  con'ititiite  the  Medical  dej  artment,  have  the  litle 
of  "Doctor  of  Medicine  Thow  who  obtain  degrees  in  two  of  the 
literary  schools,  (viz :  Ancient  Languages,  Modern  Languages,  and 
Moral  Philosophy,)  and  in  two  of  the  scientific,  (via :  Mathematics, 
Naturai  Philosophy,  and  Chemistry,)  and  who  also  reach  a  certain 
proficiency  in  the  other  two  of  those  sis,  have  the  title  of  "Bachelor 
of  Arts;"  whilst  upon  those  who  have  first  gained  ciegrees  in  all  the 
academic  Bohoob  (the  sis  above  named),  and  have  undergone  after- 
wards a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  aggregate  on  all  the  subjects, 
is  conferred  the  title  of  "Master  of  Artfi." 

No  honorary  degrees  are  bestowed,  nor  does  length  of  residence 
constitute,  in  any  ease,  a  part  of  the  consideration  in  granting  testi- 
monials of  proficiency. 

METHODS  OF  IKSTRUCTIOK. 
Instruction  is  given  partly  by  text-hoolts,  and  partly  hy^  oral  lec- 
ture^;  the  system  being  based  on  the  old  observation,  that  "reading 
without  hearing  is  dark  and  irksome,  and  hearing  without  reading  is 
slippery  and  nccertain."  Daily  recitations  upon  the  test-books  and 
lectures  stimulate  the  diligence,  and  remove  the  doubts  and  embarrass- 
ments of  the  student;  whilst  written  esercises,  in  those  subjects  that 
admit  of  them,  serve  to  mature  and  arrange  the  knowledge  which  has 
been  gaiaed. 
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